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PART  I. 

Of  the  Faith  of  the  primitive  ChriJ^ians,  and  the  Apf* 
tacy  frcm  it^  traced  in  fome  of  its  fuccejjive  fiep^  until 
that  part  of  the  world  called  Chrijiendom  ivas  almofi 
totally  overfpread  uuith  a  midnight  of  darknefs  and 
Jiiper/iition, 

WHEN  I  confider  the  efficacy  of  faith  as  re- 
corded in  the  Holy  Scriptures,  whether 
among  the  elders  who  had  not  yet  received  the  pro- 
mifes,  but  feen  thern  afar  off  as  defcribed  in  the 
eleventh  of  the  Hebrews ;  or  among  ihoie  who  be- 
lieved in  Chrift  actually  come  in  the  fielh,  as  recorded 
in  the  New  Teftament,  in  the  following  (among 
many  other)  places,  John  i.  12.  To  as  many  as 
received  him  gave  he  power  to  become  the  fons  of 
God,  even  to  them  that  believe  on  his  name." 
Mark  ix.  23.  "  All  things  are  polEble  to  him  that 
believeth."  A£l:s  xv.  9.  and  xxvi.  18.  "  The  hearts 
of  both  Jews  and  Gentiles  were  purified  by  faith 
and  I  John  v.  4.  This  is  the  victory  that  over- 
Cometh  the  world,  even  our  faith."  James  ii.  18. 
"  I  will  (hew  thee  my  faith  by  my  works."  Eph.  vi. 
16.    "  The  Ihield  of  faith,  wherewith  they  were  able 

to  quench  all  the  fiery  darts  of  the  wicked  :  1  fay 

when  I  confider  this  Scripture  account  of  faith,  I  fee 
clearly  chat  it  was  a  iively  operative  gne,  and  fuch  a* 
Vol.  Ill,  A 
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profeffed  ChriiTians  of  ungodly  lives  have  no  claim 
to  ;  for  a  dead  faith  may  be  reckoned  either  no  faith 
at  all,  or  (in  fome  refpe<fi)  to  fall  fliort  of  that  of 
devils  mentioned  by  the  above-cited  apoflle  James,  of 
whom  he  fays,  that  they  not  only  believe  but  tremble, 
a  dilpofition  which  many  profeffing  faith  in  Chrifl, 
are  ftrangers  to. 

Now  in  my  fraall  reading  I  find  alfo  the  accounts 
given  of  the  early  Chriflians,  not  only  during  the 
lives  of  the  apoftles,  but  for  feme  time  afterwards,  to 
be  fuch  as  imply  that  their  faith  alfo  was  of  the  fame 
lively  operative  kind  as  that  above  defcribed  from,  the 
l>]ew  Teftament^  and  fuperior  in  efficacy  to  the  dic- 
tates of  mere  reafon. 

'  There  appears/  fays  Stillingfleet,  1.  2.  c.  9.  of 
his  Origines  facra^  '  to  have  been  a  divine  efficacy  in 
the  firfl  preaching  of  the  gofpel,  far  beyond  that  of 
the  mere  diclates  of  philofophy,  which  was  not  fuited 
to  all  capacities,  but  to  the  few  only,  and  even  where 
it  was  fuited  to  the  capacities  of  men,  did  indeed 
render  them  more  knowing,  but  rarely  more  good  ^ 
whereiis  the  gofpel  did  not  only  change  men's  opi~ 
nions  and  way  of  w^orfi^iip,  but  fhewed  its  fuperior 
power,  in  turning  them  from  their  lufts,  fenfualities, 
and  habitual  fms.' 

*  We  do  indeed,'  continues  he, '  read  of  one  Phjedoa 
and  one  Polemon  brought  off  from  their  debaucheries 
by  Socrates  and  Xenocrates ;  but  what  are  thefe  to 
the  multitudes  which  by  the  mean  and  contemptible 
language  of  the  apoftles  were  converted  from  intem- 
perance to  fobriety,  from  injuftice  to  fair  dealing : 
from  cowardice  to  the  higheft  conftancy  ;  yea  fo 
great  as  to  lay  down  their  lives  for  the  fa.ke  of  virtue  I 
and  this  is  what  Origen,  in  his  books  againft  Celius, 
triumphs  in,  as  the  mofl  fignal  evidence  of  a  divine 
power  in  the  do^lrine  of  Chrifl.' 

Agreeably  to  this,  1  find  that,  '  the  Primitive  Chrif- 
tians  placed  their  religion,  not  in  talking  finely,  but 
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in  living  well,  nor  did  they  efteem  any  Chriflians  that 
merely  profeffed,  but  fuch  as  lived  as  Chrift  com- 
manded ;  and  Tcrtpllian  openly  declares  that  when 
men  depart  from  the  difcipline  of  the  gofpel,  they  fo 
farceafe  amongft  us  to  be  accounted  Chriftians.'* 

But  alas,  how  was  the  face  of  things  changed,  in 
procefs  of  time,  and  that  faith  which  was  once  deli- 
vered to  the  faints  caft  off  in  the  fenfe  of  the  apoftle^ 
I  Tim.  V.  12?  In  fliort,  an  apoftacy  from  the  primi- 
tive purity  and  implicity  did  creep  in,  and  from  fmall 
beginnings  prevail  at  length  fo  far  as  to  render  many 
parts  of  the  Chriftian  world  as  corrupt,  and  in  fome 
cafes  more  fo  than  the  heathen. 

Of  fuch  an  apoftacy  befalling  the  Chriftian  churches 
it  hath  feemed  fit  to  the  divine  wifdom  to  forewarn 
us  in  the  Revelation  of  John  the  divine,  and  feveral 
other  places  of  the  New  Teftament,  of  ^vhich  it  ftiall 
fuffice  at  prefent  to  mention  but  two,  viz.  i  John  iv. 
"  Many  falfe  prophets  are  gone  out  into  the  world, 
that  fpirit  of  Antichrift  whereof  you  have  heard  that 
it  fliould  come,  and  even  now  already  is  it  in  the 
world,"  and  2  Theft',  ii.  i,  2,  3,  4.  "  We  befeech 
you,  that  ye  be  not  foon  fliaken  in  mind,  or  troubled, 
neither  by  fpirit,  nor  by  word,  nor  by  letter,  as  from 
us,  as  that  the  day  of  Chrift  is  at  hand :  let  no  man 
deceive  you  by  any  means,  for  that  day  fliall  not 
come  except  there  come  a  falling  away  firft,  and  that 
man  of  fin  be  revealed,  the  fon  of  perdition  ;  who 
oppofeth  and  exalteth  himfelf  above  all  that  is  called 
God,  or  that  is  worfliipped  ;  fo  that  he  as  God  fitteth 
in  the  temple  of  God,  fliewing  himfelf  that  he  is  God. 

Accordingly  when  we  come  to  confider  by  whofe 
means  it  chiefly  happened  that  the  primitive  beauty, 
purity  and  fimplicity  above  hinted  at,  came  to  fufter 
an  eclipfe,  we  fliall  find  that  it  was  not  by  aliens  and 
open  adverfaries,  but  by  profefiTed  brethren  :  that  the 
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greateft  enemies  of  the  church  were  thofe  of  her  own 
houfe,  even  as  was  faid  of  Judas,  John  xiii.  i^.  "  He 
th^tt  eateth  bread  with  me  hath  lift  up  his  heel  againft 
me/'  who  kilTed,  and  at  the  fame  time  betrayed  his 
Lord  and  Mafler  :  for  indeed  when  we  come  to  trace 
the  origin  and  progrefs  of  the  apoftacy,  we  fhall  find 
that  the  great  corrupters  of  Chriflianity  have  been 
the  pretended  difciples,  apoftles,  and  vicars  ofChrilc 
Jefus,  who  by  their  condud  have  brought  infamy 
upon  the  Chriftian  name  and  profelTion,  and  expofcd 
it  to  that  contempt  with  which  it  haih  fometimes  been 
treated. 

Now  in  ordfr  tliat  this  may  appear,  I  fliall  fliew 
that  the  practices  of  thofe  men  have  been  the  mod 
barefaced  contradictions  to  the  precepts  of  their  Lord  ; 
ihat  from  the  humility,  meeknefs,  and  love  by  him 
exemplified  and  recommended,  they  have  degenerated 
into  the  moil  enormous  degree  of  pride  and  cruelty, 
from  a  heavenly  dlfpofition  of  mind  and  contempt  of 
"worldly  riches,  into  tlie  mofl  fordid  and  moil  oppref- 
live  covetoufnefs  ;  and  that,  as  corruption  of  manners 
is  commonly  accompanied  by  that  of  judgment  alfo, 
they  have  egregioully  corrupted  the  primitive  do(fl:rinc 
as  well  as  difciDline. 

The  true  origin  of  this  woeful  apoftacy  feems  t© 
havebee  i  pretty  deeply  feated,  viz.  in  the  corruption 
of  human  nature :  we  are  told  ^  that  pride  found 
admittance  even  among  the  angels,  and  degraded 
them  from  their  heavenly  ftations.  It  alfo,  through 
the  infmuation  of  the  ferpent,  found  entrance  into 
Paradife,  and  appears  to  have  been  one  principal 
caufe  of  the  fall  of  our  firft  parenrs.  Se^  Gen.  iii. 
5,  6,  And  if  the  wife  man's  maxim,  Prov.  xiii.  10* 
viz.  "  Only  by  pride  cometh  contention,*'  be  of  uni- 
verfal  extent,  it  fecms  to  have  poifcffed  fome  of  the 
Chriflians  even  of  the  early  ages,  and  even  fo  far  as 
to  have  introduced  among  them  the  perfecution,  one 

another :  for  what  was  it  elfe  that  caufed  Vi<5tor, 
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bifiiop  of  Rome,  in  the  fecond  century,  to  raife  fo  many 
broils  in  fupport  of  his  opinion,  upon  a  queftion  of 
no  more  importance  than  this,  On  v/hat  day  the 
PafTover  ought  to  be  celebrated,  and  even  to  excom- 
municate  all  the  churches  of  the  leiTer  Afia,  becaufe 
they  celebrated  that  feflival  on  the  14th  day  of  the 
Firft  Month,  and  not  on  the  Firil-day  of  the  week 
following,  as  he  would  have  had  it  ? 

And  again,  upon  the  fame  principle,  what  elfe  but 
pride  v;as  the  origin  of  thofe  great  contentions  we 
read  of,  that  the  Chriflians  in  the  fourth  century 
fell  into  about  their  creeds  ? 

And  moreover,  certain  external  accidents  attending 
the  church  feem  to  have  had  no  fmall  fliare  in  foftering 
this  pride  incident  to  fome  of  her  members,  that  is  to 
Hiy,  outward  eafe,  liberty  and  an  affluence  of  the  riches 
of  this  world.  When  the  church's  fortune  grew  better, 
her  fons  grew  worfe,  and  fome  of  her  fathers,  (as  a 
learned  author  obferves)  word  of  all :  and  indeed,  as  far 
as  Ihave  learned,  the  moft  memorable  S3ra  from  whence 
we  may  date  the  corruption  of  Chriflians  vv^as,  when 
the  church,  through  the  favour  of  Emperors,  became 
endowed  with  lands,  pofTefTions,  and  patrimonies,  fo 
that  ^^in  the  words  of  Fox,  in  his  Acls  and  Monu- 
ments, Vol.  I.  p.  716.)  'the  bidiops  thereof,  feeling 
the  fmack  of  wealth,  eafe,  and  profperity,  began  to 
fwell  in  pomp  and  pride,'  where  I  alfo  read,  that 
about  this  time  a  voice  was  heard,  as  it  were  from 
Heaven,  over  the  city  of  Conftantlnople,  faying, 
"  This  day  is  poifon  poured,  forth  into  the  churches." 

That  lordly  impcfrng  fpirit,  which  I  have  hinted  at 
as  creeping  in  among  fome  of  the  leading  men,  even 
in  the  early  times,  grew  much  more  flagrant  in  iuc- 
ceeding  ages  ;  and  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  in  procefs 
of  time,  upon  the  growing  pride  of  the  prelates  and 
corruption  of  the  people,  a  fpiritual  fovereignty  wa^ 
erected,  a  feparate  jurifdiclion  was  eftablifiied  and 
tyrannically  exercifed  pver  the  refl  of  mankind.  Thu<; 
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the  word  Church,  which,  in  Scripture  language, 
fignifies  any  number  of  perfons  who  embraced  the 
doclrine  of  the  gofpel,  and  worfhipped  God  in  the 
name  of  Jefus  Chrift,  was  in  procefs  of  time  wrefted 
from  the  people,  and  appropriated,  together  with  the 
power  thereto  belonging,  to  a  certaiu  fet  of  men  who 
called  themfelves  the  clergy.  Now  this  was  a  mere 
novelty,  and  utterly  inconfiflent  with  the  primitive 
example.  For,  '  in  the  apoftolick  age,  the  laity  bore 
a  part  in  the  mod  folemn  deliberations  which  con- 
cerned the  interefl  and  government  of  the  church. 
The  whole  number  of  believers  was  confulted  in  the 
choice  of  a  fit  perfon  to  fucceed  in  the  apoftlefliip 
after  Judas.  The  apoftles,  elders,  and  brethren,  or 
as  it  is  otherwife  exprelTed  in  the  15th  chapter  of  the 
A£ts  of  the  Apoftles,  the  church,  or  all  the  multitude 
affembled  at  Jerufalem  to  deliberate  on  the  great 
queftion,  How  far  the  gentile  converts  were  obliged 
to  fubmit  to  the  law  of  Mofe^  :  and  after  the  affembly 
had  proceeded,  not  by  apoftclical  authority,  but  in 
the  way  of  a  rational  and  free  debate,  they  came 
to  a  refolution,  which  they  communicated  to  the 
churches,  convened  in  the  name  of  the  whole  body. 
Nor  indeed  did  any  of  the  bifnops  of  the  firfl  three 
hundred  years  after  Chrifl  claim  any  feparate  exclufive 
powers  for  the  exercife  of  church  difcipline,  but  left 
thefe  matters  to  the  provincial  and  diocefan  confiflo- 
ries,  which,  in  the  ptirer  ages  of  the  church,  were 
compofed  of  bilhops,  clergy,  and  laity.'* 

Hence,  in  the  laws  of  the  Anglo  Saxons,  we  find  a 
perpetual  mixture  of  ecclefiadical  and  civil  laws  f  ; 
nor  was  it  until  the  papal  power  grew  to  a  monftrous 
heighth,  under  the  Norman  kings,  that  the  clergy 
claimed  a  privilege  of  debating  apart  all  matters,  that 
in  any  wife  related  to  religion^  in  ecclefiaflical  alTem- 

*  Examination  of  the  blfiiop  of  London's  '  Codex  Juris  Ecckfiaflioi 
j^.n|Ucani/  publiHicdin  London,  1735. 
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blies  or  fynods.  Even  in  the  time  of  king  Henry  I. 
we  meet  with  plain  proofs  of  the  civil  court  retaining 
their  ancient  jurifdi(flion  in  ecclefiafticul  caufes  ;  but  in 
the  time  of  king  Henry  II.  the  two  courts,  ecclefi- 
aftical  and  civil,  are  conftantly  fpoken  of  as  diftin^l, 
imd  enjoying  feparate  jarifdi^tions :  and  herein  the 
clergy  had  the  countenance  and  authority  of  pope 
Innocent  II.  (who  began  his  reign  A.  D.  1 130,  and 
died  1143),  who  at  this  very  jundlure  excluded  the 
laity  from  all  pontifical  afiemblies  at  Rome.* 

And  here  it  feems  worthy  of  obfervation,  that  the 
celibacy  of  the  clergy  was  not  eftabliflied  until  this 
time,  or  pretty  near  it ;  for  in  the  New  Teftament, 
(iTim.iv.  1,3)  the  prohibition  of  marriage  is  reckoned 
among  the  marks  of  apoflacy  and  doffrines  of  devils, 
and  even  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  601,  marriage  was 
allowed  to  priefls  that  could  not  live  continently  ;  but 
in  the  year  1102,  in  the  reign  of  king  Henry  1.  a 
national  fynod  was  held,  of  which  the  fourth  canon 
forbids  the  clergy  to  marry,  or  to  live  with  their  wives 
already  married ;  f  and  this  point  once  gained  was  a 
great  flep  towards  putting  in  execution  the  projeft 
I  the  pope  had  formed,  of  rendering  the  clergy  inde- 
pendent of  the  civil  power,  and  incorporating  them 
into  a  fociety  apart,  which  fhould  be  governed  by 
its  own  laws :  and  indeed  whilfh  the  priefls  had  chil- 
dren of  their  own,  it  was  a  hard  matter  to  prevent 
them  from  having  fome  dependence  on  their  princes, 
whofe  favour  has  fo  great  an  influence  on  the  fortune 
of  private  perfons ;  but  being  without  families,  and 
confequently  in  expectation  of  no  great  matters  from 
their  fovereign,  they  were  more  at  liberty  to  ftick  by 
the  pope,  who  would  be  looked  upon  as  the  fovereign 
of  the  clergy.  I 

This  however  he  did  not  attain  to,  till  after  a  feries 

*  See  the  place  before  cited.      f  Rapin's  Hiftbry  of  England,  Vol.  IL 
]  Ibid.  VoL  II. 
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of  ages  of  growing  darknefs  and  ignorance.  For 
the  bifliop  of  Rome  at  firft:  had  no  more  authority 
than  others,  nor  was  Rome  deemed  a  mother  church 
until  the  time  of  Boniface  111.  who  did  not  begin  to 
prefide  till  after  the  year  of  our  Lord  600,  and  ob- 
tiiined  from  the  emperor  Phocas,  that  the  fee  of 
Rome  fliould  be  acknowledged  the  head  of  all  other 
churches  ;  for  before  that,  the  Conflantinopolitan 
church  was  accounted  the  higheft,  as  Jerufalem  wag 
before :  nor  did  the  church  of  Rome  remarkably 
exercife  her  fway  over  England  until  the  7th  or  8th 
century.  The  ancient  Britons  had  been  converted  to 
Chriftianity  by  the  apoflles,  or  feme  of  their  difciples,* 
and  adhered  to  the  rites  prefcribed  to  them  by  their 
firfl  teachers :  and  when  Aullin  the  monk  came  into 
England,  being  fent  by  pope  Gregory  I,  chiefly 
urging  this  one  point,  that  they  fliould  fubmit  to  the 
authority  of  the  pope,  the  church  of  Rome  having 
made  feveral  innovations  in  the  celebrating  divine 
fervice,  to  which  they  pretended  all  other  churches 
ought  to  conform,  the  Britifli  bifiiops  refufed  to 
fubmit  to  any  alterations,  proFefTrng  that  they  owed 
no  more  deference  to  the  bifhop  of  Rome  than  to 
any  other  Chriftian  bifliop ;  however,  by  and  by, 
they  fubmitted  their  necks  to  the  yoke,  for  A.D.  669, 
Theodore,  archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  as  foon  as  he 
came  into  England,  made  a  vifit  to  all  the  churches 
in  his  jurifdi^lion,  and  brought  the  people  to  a 
thorough  conformity  to  the  ufages  of  the  church  of 
Rome  ;  and  A.  D.  735,  the  Englifli  archbifliops  went 
to  Rome  to  receive  the  pall.f 

Befides  the  celibacy  of  the  clergy,  there  was  yet 
another  ftratagem,  by  which  the  dominion  of  this 

*  "  The  firft  fpringing  of  Chrifl's  gofpel  in  England  -was  in  the  time  ef 
king  Lucius,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  i8o,  and  the  continuance  of  it  from 
thence  to  the  entrance  of  the  Infidel  Saxons,  was  30Z  years.  The  decay  of 
the  fame,  to  the  entrance  ot  Auftin  the  monk,  was  143  years."  Fox's  A<5U 
and  Monuments,  Vol.  I.  p.  104. 

f  Rapiu's  Hiftcry  of  England,  Vol.  I. 
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mighty  prince  was  extended  far  and  near ;  of  which 
PulFendorf,  in  his  Spiritual  Monarchy  of  the  Church 
of  Rome,  gives  us  the  following  account : 

The  popes  claimed  the  fupreme  direction  over 
the  univcrfiries,  whereby  thefe  were  rendered  mainly 
inflrumental  in  maintaining  the  popifh  fovereignty. 
For,  in  the  univerfuies,  men  are  nrlt  tin<5lured  with 
fuch  opinions  as  they  are  afterward?  to  make  ufe  of 
during  their  whole  life,  and  inftil  them  into  others : 
and  it  was  for  this  reafoti,  that  the  fciences  there  to 
be  taught  were  fure  to  be  acccmmi;dared  to  the  pope's 
intercil.  Here  the  profeiFors  of  divinity,  thoie  of 
the  canon  law,  and  even  the  philofophers,  were  the 
creatures  and  Haves  of  the  pope;  and  indeed  the 
divinity  and  philofophy  profelied  in  thefe  univerlitics, 
were  not  taught  with  an  intention  to  make  the  young 
fludents  more  learned  and  underfianding,  but  that 
the  ingenious,  by  confufed  and  idle  terms,  might  be 
diverted  from  thoroughly  canvailing  thefe  matters 
which  would  have  led  them  to  the  whole  difcovery 
of  tl:ie  popiQi  intrigues  :  for  their  fchool-divinity  is 
not  employed  in  fearching  the  Holy  Scripture,  but 
for  the  mod  part  entangled  in  ufelels  queflions,  in- 
vented chiefly  by  Peter  Lombard,  Thomas  Aquinas, 
Scotus,  and  other  patriarchs  of  pedantry  :  and  what 
they  call  philofophy  is  nothing  elfe  but  a  collection 
of  foolifh  chimeras,  em»pty  terms,  and  very  bad  Latin, 
the  knowledge  of  which  is  rather  hurtful  than  pro- 
fitable. So  that  ail  their  aim^  was,  to  take  care  that 
the  fciences  fhould  not  be  fundamentally  taught ;  and 
above  all  the  reft,  the  m.oft  ufeful  of  all,  the  doctrine 
of  morality  is  much  mifmterpreted,  and  entangled  in 
an  endlefs  labyrinth,  that  the  fathers  confeflbrs  may 
not  want  means  to  domineer  over  laymen's  confciences, 
and  that  thefe  may  be  rendered  incapable  to  examine 
and  rule  their  actions  according  to  folid  principles, 
but  be  obliged  to  be  guided  blindfold,  at  the  pleafurc 
of  their  fathers  confelTors."    So  far  Puffendorf, 
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Agreeable  to  all  this  was  one  fmgular  mafler-flrokc 
of  inlolence  which  deferves  particular  notice.  It  fo 
happened,  that  many  of  the  popifli  inflitutions  were 
directly  contrary  to  the  precepts  and  examples  re- 
corded in  the  New  Teftament :  one  thing  therefore 
was  necefTary,  which  once  admitted  obviates  entirely 
this  difficulty  to  their  reception,  and  that  was  to 
decree,  as  pope  Nicholas  did  about  the  year  870, 
that  the  pope's  laws  and  letters  fliould  be  of  equal 
authority  with  the  Scriptures. 

And  again,  whereas  the  fecurity  of  the  kingdom 
of  this  fpiritual  fovereign  flood  in  darknefs  and  igno- 
ranee,  he  and  his  adherents  finding  it  neceffary,  in 
order  to  maintain  themfelves  in  the  peaceable  polTef- 
fion  of  this  their  kingdom,  did  arrogate  unto  them- 
felves a  right  of  cenfuring  and  licenfmg  all  forts  of 
books  whatfo'!ver ;  by  which  means^  they  were 
~cfFe(5rualIy  empowered  to  hinder  any  thing  from 
coming  to  light,  which  might  be  prejudicial  to  their 
own  intereil. 

But  it  was  not  fufficient  for  this  mighty  prince, 
thus  to  have  eflablifhed  to  himfelf  an  empire  over 
the  confciences  of  men  in  fpiritual  matters,  but  he 
mufl  exercife  it  alfo  in  temporals,  and  over  kings  and 
emperors. 

Indeed  the  example  of  him  who  was  Lord  of  all, 
who  was  the  mod  perfect  pattern  of  humility  and 
meeknefs,  ftood  in  his  way,  as  did  alfo  that  exprefs 
declaration  of  his  to  his  difciples,  (Mark  x.)  Ye 
know  that  they  which  are  accounted  to  rule  over  the 
Gentiles  exercife  lordfhip  over  them,  and  their  great 
ones  exercife  authority  upon  them;  but.fo  it  ^hall  not 
be  among  you;  but  whofoever  v/ill  be  great  among 
you,  fhall  be  your  minifter,  and  whofoever  will  be 
the  chiefeft  fliall  be  fervant  of  all;"  and  therefore  it 
feemed  to  him  but  decent,  to  put  on  the  cloke  of 
humility,  and  call  himfelf  Servus  Servorum;  but  if 
one  were  to  judge  from  his  condu^,  he  were  m 
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reality  rather  King  9^  kings^  and  Lord  of  lords,  viz. 
when  he  took  upon  him  the  difpofal  of  kingdoms 
and  empires,  as  is  well  known  of  pope  Adrian  FV. 
who  gave  this  kingdom  of  Ireland  nnto  Henry  IL 
king  of  England,  and  of  pope  Innocent  HI.  who 
A.  D.  1 195,  crowned  Otho  the  emperor,  and  after- 
wards depofed  him  again,  faying,  *  It  lies  in  my 
power  to  fet  up  and  pluck  down  emperors,  kings, 
and  princes,  at  my  pleafnre,  for  all  power  is  given 
.unto  me  both  in  heaven  and  in  earth.'  And  by  the 
fame  pope  was  the  kingdom  of  England  interdicred, 
king  John  excommutiicatsd,  and  his  fubje£ts  abfoived 
from  their  oaths  of  allegiance ;  and  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  1212,  the  king  was  depofed,  and  the 
kingdom  of  England  and  lordfhip  of  Ireland,  by  him 
refigned  unto  the  pope  :  and  the  fame  king  did  thence- 
forward acknowledge  himfelf  a  vaffal  to  the  holy  fee, 
and  as  fuch  bound  himfelf  to  pay  the  yearly  tribute  of 
one  thoufand  marks,  viz.  feven  hundred  for  England 
aud  three  hundred  for  Ireland.*  That  the  popes  did 
really,  in  fome  of  the  mofl  eflentiai  concerns,  invade 
the  rights  of  princes  to  a  great  degree,  may  appear 
from  hence,  that  pope  John  XXIi.  by  his  fole  autho- 
rity publiflied  a  truce  between  England  and  Scotland, 
againll  the  confent  of  one  of  the  parties,  and  em- 
powered his  legates  to  conclude  a  peace  between  the 
two  kingdoms,  upon  vvhat  terms  they  pleafed,  with 
orders  to  compel  the  two  kings  and  their  fabjecls  punc- 
tually to  keep  it,  under  pain  of  excommuaication.f 

Next  to  the  pope's  pride,  it  remains  that  I  give 
fome  account  of  his  cruelty. 

The  great  and  glorious  event  of  the  birth  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Chrid,  was  introduced  by  that  angehc  acclama- 
tion, TLuke  xi  14.)  Glor}-  to  God  in  the  highcft, 
on  eanh  peace  and  good  will  to  men;"  and  Chriil 
himfelf  was  the  author  of  the  new  commandment, 
(John  xiii.  34,  35),  «  Love  one  another,*'  and  laid 

>^  *  Rapia'5  HUlorr     £r-Ii:id.      f        ^^L  IV. 
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down  this  as  a  fcanding  characieriflic  by  which  his 
difciples  fliould  be  diftinguifhed,  viz.  that  they  loved 
one  another. 

Nov/,  if  war,  bloodftied,  and  the  defl:ru<^ion  of 
one  another  (even  among  the  profeffors  of  faith  in 
the  fame  Jefus)  be  inftances  of  peace  and  marks  of  love 
and  good-will  to  men,  then  the  pretended  vicar  ofCh rift 
Jefus  had  them ;  but  if  thefe  things  be  marks  of 
hatred,  he  wants  the  diftingiii&ing  badge  of  a  difciplc 
of  Chrifl:  ^  and  fmce,  in  the  language  of  the  apoflle 
John,  (i  John  iv.  20.)  "  If  a  man  fay,  I  love  God, 
and  hateth  his  brother,  he  is  a  liar,"  this  appellation 
fuits  him  better,  whilft,  under  the  profefTion  of  being 
a  reprefentative  of  the  Lamb  of  God,  he  is  fpreading 
defclation  and  deflru6i:ion  among  men. 

Again  the  apoftle  faith,  (2  Tim.  ii.  24,  28)  "  The 
fervant  of  the  Lord  mufl  not  llrive,  but  be  gende  unto 
all  men,  apt  to  teach,  patient,  in  meeknefs  inflru^ling 
thofe  that  oppofe  themfelves;  if  God  peradventure  will 
give  them  repentance  to  the  acknowledging  of  the 
Truth."  And  the  weapons  of  the  welfare  of  the  pri- 
mitive Chriftians  were  not  carnal :  but  the  weapons  and 
methods  the  pope  ufually  had  recourfe  to  for  the 
overcoming  of  thofe  who  oppofed  him  were  carnal, 
and  the  reverfe  of  gentlenefs,  patience,  and  meeknefs  ; 
for  v/hereas  it  is  notorious,  that  efpecially.  from  the 
year  1 160,  to  the  year  1170,  divers  were  by  God's 
good  Providence  raifed  up  to  bear  a  publick  tefti- 
mony  againfl  the  many  grofs  corruptions  that  had 
crept  into  the  church,  thefe  were  fure  to  do  this 
with  the  hazard  of  their  lives  and  liberties,  among 
whom  were  the  followers  of  Wickliff,  called  Lollards  ^ 
in  England,  and  the  Waldenfes  in  France,  many  of 
whom  were  burned  to  death,  and  others  fcattercd 
into  divers  countries  by  perfecution  ;  and  a  few  years 
after  thofe  rofe  the  Albigcnfes  in  the  city  of  Tholoufe^ 
againft  whom  the  pope  incenftd  fent  Dominic,  Vvith 
fcveial  miffionaries  called  inquifitors,  into  the  county 
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of  Tholoufe,  and  employed  armies  againil  them,  and 

deftroyed  above  two  hundred  ihoufand  in  the  ipace 
of  fome  months.* 

In  the  malTacre  of  Paris,  D.  1572,  the  number 
deilroyed  is  computed  at  one  hundred  thoufand,  the 
news  whereof,  as  Thuanus  tells  us,  they  received  at 
Rome  with  tranfports  of  pleafure,  and  the  pope  and 
cardinals  iuilantly  repaired  to  St.  Mark's  to  thdnk 
God  for  fo  great  a  favour  conferred  on  the  i^e  of 
Rome,  and  appointed  a  Jubilee  over  the  whole 
Chritlian  world  for  this  Haughter  of  thofe  called 
Hereticks  in  France. 

In  the  Irilh  malTacre  one  hundred  and  fifty  thoiifand 
Proteftants,  according  to  the  moil  moderate  compu- 
lation, were  murdered  in  cold  blood.f  Nor  are 
there  wantino;  later  initances  of  the  continuance  of 
the  fame  cruel  difpofition,  parlicularly  the  perfecution 
in  France  under  Levris  XIV.  the  crnekies  at  Thorn 
in  Poland,  and  on  the  poor  Salczburghers  dripped 
of  all  they  had  and  driven  from  their  habitations,  and 
flill  more  recent  examples  might  be  produced  to  the 
fame  purpofe. 

In  fhort,  we  are  allured  from  good  authority  that 
far  more  blood  hath  been  fhed  by  the  papal  empire 
and  its  agents,  than  ever  was  Ihed  by  Rome  heathen  : 
and  indeed  perhaps  it  may  with  too  much  truth  be 
obier%'ed,  that  when  eccleiiardcal  men  once  become 
corrupt,  they  feem  zealous  to  outftrip  not  only  lay- 
men, but  even  heathens  and  infidels,  and  to  have 
exercifed  far  more  cruelty  in  infiicting  their  punifh- 
ments  than  cither  of  ihefe  ;  for,  in  fome  of  the  courts 
of  inquifition  (ere£bed  firfl  in  the  kingdom  of  him 
called  the  Catholick  king,  about  the  year  1479)  any 
one  not  convicted,  but  barely  fufpecled  of  herefy, 
is  by  various  tortures  tempted  to  accule  himfelf  (con- 
trary to  common  law)  and  his  goods  are  confifcaicd 


*  Senr-ons  i^ainfl  Pcpery,  A.  D.  1:35.    -{■  The  Life  cfOilver  CronswcU, 
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(not  after  convi^lion,  but)  when  they  f.rft  apprehend 
him ;  and  whatever  procefs  is  carried  on  againft  him 
no  perfon  knoweih,  but  only  the  holy  fathers  and 
the  tormentors  who  are  fworn  to  execute  the  torments. 
The  accufation  is  fccret,  the  crime  is  fecret,  and  fa 
is  the  witnefs  ;  and  even  the  prifoner  in  his  examina- 
tion fvvears  inviolably  to  keepJfecret  the  affairs  of  the 
inquifition,  a  method  of  procedure  which  the  ancient 
heathens  would  undoubtedly  have  abhorred,  as  wc 
may  learn  from  the  xxiv.  xxv.  and  xxvi.  chapters  of 
the  A€is,  And  although  Chrifl  Jefus  exprefsly 
forbids  his  difciples  to  call  for  fire  from  heaven  to 
confume  fuch  a,s  vrould  not  receive  him,  yet  his  pro- 
feffed  reprefentative  hath  (by  his  agents)  frequently 
called  for  and  actually  applied  fire  to  the  confuming 
the  bodies  of  fach  as  vrould  not  receive  his  impofw 
tions ;  and  with  refpe£l  to  the  torments  of  the 
inquifition,  it  is  obferved  that  the  final  execution  is 
not  by  common  burning,  but  by  a  flow  fire ;  and 
moreover,  if  the  fuppofed  heretick  has  been  dead, 
though  many  years,  the  procefs  is  carried  on  againft 
hi'm  as  if  he  w^ere  alive,  and  he  is  burnt  in  efHgy 
with  his  bones,  even  as  were  the  bones  of  that 
eminent  reformer  John  Wicklilt,  after  he  had  been 
dead  forty- one  years,  taken  out  of  the  grave  by  a 
decree  of  the  fynod  of  Conflance,  and  publickly 
burnt,  and  the  afties  thrown  into  the  river.* 

And  when  John  Hus,  another  reformer,  was 
condemned  to  be  burnt  by  the  fynod  of  Conftance, 
feven  bifiiops  degraded  him,  and  then  a  proper  mitre 
w^as  put  on  his  head,  &c.  and  the  prelates  delivered 
his  body  to  be  burnt,  adding  thefe  words :  '  And  we 
devote  thy  foul  to  the  devil  in  Hell.'  Such  was  the 
cruelty  peculiar  to  ecclefiafticks,  whereas  when  our 
temporal  judges  pronounce  fentence  againft  the  worft 


*  See  the  Hiftory  of  the  Inquifition  at  Go^,  and  the  Hiilory  of  the 
^Englilh  IWartyrs. 
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malefactors,  they  pray,  '  The  Lord  have  mercy  on 
thy  foul.'* 

Thefe  and  the  above  mentioned  may  fuflice  as 
liiort  fpccimens  of  the  pope's  pride  and  craehy.  Let 
us  next  take  a  view  of  the  temper  of  .his  mind  widi 
regard  to  earthly  treafure,  and  fee  what  title  he  has 
to  the  appellation  of  a  reprefentative  of  Chriil  oil 
this  account  alfo. 

Now  we  find  by  the  hiflory  of  the  New  Tcflament 
that  Chrifl  jefus,  who  was  greater  than  Mofes,  who 
promifed  to  the  obedient  an  increafe  of  outward 
iubftance,  as  of  corn  and  cattle,  Deut.  xxviii.  (the 
fandlions  of  his  laws  being,  for  the  mod  part,  outward 
rewards  and  punifhments)  ever  direfted  the  defires 
of  his  difciples,  not  to  the  riches  of  this  world,  but 
to  the  fpiritual  ones,  exprefsly  enjoining  them  not  to 

Lay  up  treafures  on  earth,  where  moth  and  ruft  do 
corrupt  and  thieves  break  through  and  fteal,  but  in 
heaven."  (Mat.  vi.  19.  20.)  Nor  do  I  find  in  the  cata- 
logue of  blefiings  pronounced  by  our  Lord  on  the 
Mount,  or  elfewhere  in  the  New  Teftament,  one  blef- 
fmg  on  rich  men  as  fuch,  but  on  thofe  who  were  pof- 
fefTed  of  a  heavenly  difpofition  of  mind :  on  the  con- 
trary, I  find  woes  denounced  on  the  rich  and  full,  but 
bleffings  to  the  poor,  in  Luke  vi.  and  confidently 
with  this  the  apoflle  Paul,  in  his  firfi:  epiftle  to  Timothy, 
chap.  vi.  fays,  "  Flaving  food  and  raiment  let  us  be 
therewith  content;  but  they  that  will  be  rich,  fall 
into  temptation  and  a  fnare,  and  into  many  fooliih 
and  hurtful  lufhs,  which  drown  men  in  deftruftion  and 
perdition;  for  the  love  of  money  is  the  root  of  all 
Gvil,  which  while  fome  coveted  after  they  have  erred 
from  the  faith,  and  pierced  themfelves  through  with 
many  forrows.  But  thou  O  Man  of  God,  flee  thefe 
things,  and  follow  after  righteoufnefs,  godlincfs,  faith, 
Iov£,  patience,  meekn^fs.'* 


•  Sermons  agalnft  Popery,  A.  D.  I7o5- 
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Such  was  the  ftnfe  of  the  apoflle  Paul  concerning 
the  difpofition  of  mind  that  buglit  to  prevail  in  -a 
Chriftian  bifhop  wiih  regard  to  the  riches  of  this 
"world.  Let  us  fee  how  confiflcntly  with  this  the 
bifliops  of  fuccceding  times  have  a6led. 

After  the  Chriltian  religion  became  modifli,  the 
liberality,  partly  of  certain  pioiifly  difpofed  perfons, 
and  partly  oF  fome  deluded  ones,  who  vainly  ima- 
gined that  by  donations  of  thh  fort  they  might  pur- 
chafe  the  remiilion  of  their  fins,  became  great,  and 
in  procefs  of  time  increafed  to  an  enormous  degree, 
even  fo  far  as  to  corrupt  the  minds  of  the  receivers ; 
for  with  the  acquifition  of  riches  the  defire  of  them 
alfo  by  and  by  increafed,  even  as  commonly  happens 
to  mere  carnal  men  ;  and  truly  to  a  greater  degree 
in  thofe  apoflatizing  Chridians  than  in  heathens. 

Property  and  power  entering  into  Chriftian  (evert 
as  in  other)  focieties,  created  parties  and  faciions. 
To  accept  of  the  office  of  a  bifliop  became,  in 
procefs  of  time,  no  longer  an  inftance  of  felf-denial, 
nor  a  pofl:  of  labour  and  vigilance  as  at  firfl:,'but  a 
defirabie  bait  to  fenfual  men ;  and  whereas  their 
profefTed  Lord  and  Mafler  teffitieth  of  himfelf  that 
though  the  foxes  had  holes,  and  the  birds  of  the 
air  nefls,'yct  he  had  not  where  to  lay  his  head, 
nothing  icfs  than  (lately  palaces  at  length  would 
fatisfy  thefe  his  profeffcd  reprefentativcs.  In  Ihorr, 
the  gofpel-motive  of  love  to  the  fouls  of  men,  gave 
way  to,  and  was  fupplanted  by  views  merely  carnal 
and  human  ;  Chrift  was  followed  for  the  loaves  and 
fifhes,  preaching  the  gofpel  became  a  trade,  and  a 
very  gainful  one  too. 

A  few  inflances  fiiall  fuifice  to  fnevv  what  an  advan- 
tageous trade  the  pope  and  his  agents  did  follow, 
and  how  the  fpirit  of  avarice  at  length  prevailed  fo 
far  as  to  render  the  trade  of  prieflcraft  bare-  faced,  and 
that  this  was  driven  on  to  that  extremity  as  at  length 
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to  threaten,  m  feme  fort,  the  ruin  of  thofe  that  wcrei 
exercifed  therein. 

The  office  of  a  bifliop  or  other  minifler  was  originally 
fuch  as  required  a  conftant  and  affiduous  refidence  ; 
and  indeed  many  fevere  canons  and  decrees  of  councils 
were  made  againft  pluralifts  and  non-refidents  ;  as  like- 
wife  againfl  the  tranflations  of  bifhops  from  one  city 
or  bifhoprick  to  another.  But  what  did  thefe  canons 
avail?  Truly  they  were  but  like  fpiders'  webs,  letting 
the  great  flies  through,  and  catching  the  little  ones, 
and  fo  proved  an  effe6tual  flratagem  to  bring  money 
into  the  apoHolical  exchequer  ;  for  by  that  one.  claufe 
of  the  pope's  difpenfmg  power,  the  richer  clergy 
were  indulged  in  their  non-refidence,  8cc,  whilfl:  the 
poor  vicars  were  bound  by  a  conftitution  of  Otho, 
to  take  a  flri^l  oath  of  continual  refidence,  and 
without  it  their  inftitution  was  declared  to  be  null  and 
void.* 

The  pope,  in  procefs  of  time,  engroifed  to  himfelf 
the  collation  of  almoft  all  the  church  preferments, 
and  conferred  the  greateft  part  of  the  benefices  ia 
England  on  the  cardinals  and  their  relations,  who 
enjoyed  the  profits  without  ever  refiding  ;  and  thefe 
benefices  were  commonly  farmed  out  to  the  Englifh, 
who,  to  make  the  mod  of  them,  got  the  cure  ferved 
for  a  very  fmall  falary.  Hence  divine  fervice  was 
neglected,  the  churches  ran  to  ruin,  and  the  infiruflion 
of  Chriftians  was  almoft  wholly  laid  afide.f  It  ap- 
peared^ however,  upon  a  computation,  made  by  order 
of  king  Henry  III.  A.  D.  1245,  that  more  money 
was  carried  out  of  England  annually  by  the  pope's 
authority,  than  all  the  revenues  of  the  crown  put 
together ;  and  without  doubt  all  the  riches  of  the 
nation  had  been  conveyed  away  through  this  channel, 
and  the  ecclefiafticks  foon  become  mafters  of  all  the 

♦  Dr.  AyllfF's  Parergon  juris  Canonlcl  Anglkani. 
t  Rapin's  Hiftory  of  England- 
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lands  of  the  kingdom  (feeing  they  daily  acquired 
and  never  alienated),  had  not  certain  (latutes,  parti- 
cularly that  of  Mortmain,  enabled  in  the  reign  of 
king  Edward  I.  to  check  the  growth  of  the  riches 
of  the  clergy,  prevented.it.* 

But  to  conclude,  about  the  year  1475,  was  erefted 
the  famous  trade  of  pardons  and  indulgencies,  i.  e, 
a  procurement  of  the  remiilion  of  the  pains  of  purga- 
tory, which  was  fold  for  money  like  any  other  ware, 
in  the  time  of*Boniface  IX. f  And  Thuanus  fays, 
that  the  pope  fent  his  bulls  throughout  Chriflendom 
to  raife  money  for  his  immenfe  expences,  promifmg 
the  expiation  of  all  fms,  and  eternal  life  at  a  fet  price 
and  rate,  according  to  the  nature  of  the  crimes ;  and 
he  appointed  a  treafury  and  queftol^s,  and  preachers, 
to  fet  forth  the  value  and  efficacy  of  thofe  indulgencies. 
*  The  colle6lors  under  the  authority  of  pope  Leo  X. 
about  the  year  15 16,  perfuaded  the  people  that  who- 
foever  would  give  ten  ftiillings,  fliould  at  his  pleafure 
deliver  one  foul  from  the  pains  of  purgatory,  and 
preached,  that  if  it  were  one  jot  lefs  than  ten  {hillings, 
it  would  profit  them  nothing.' |  Hence  many  were 
encouraged  to  fin,  and  the  authority  of  the  keys  was 
much  deba fed. 

Behold  the  awakening  impofition  that  made  all 
men  feel  the  bondage  ;  and  indeed  this  feems  to  have 
been  the  ne  plus  ultra  of  Romifh  corruption,  or  the 
Tery  midnight  of  popilh  darknefs,  out  of  which,  by 
God's  good  providence,  emerged  more  refplendent 
beams  of  the  glorious  light  of  the  reformation.  For 
this  kind  of  filthy  merchandize,  being,  among  other 
countries,  propagated  alfo  in  Germany,  by  the  means 
of  Tecellus,  a  Dominican  friar,  his  fcandalous  fcrmons 
much  moved  Martin  Luther  the  monk,  who  upon  this 
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occafion  publiflied  certain  propofitions  concerning  in- 
dulgencies,*  which  gave  rife  to  a  controverfy,  and 
from  thefe  fmall  beginnings  he  proceeded  with  great 
zeal  and  conftancy  to  detc6l  many  of  the  long  eflab- 
lifiied  errors  of  popery. 

That  great  corruptions  did  really  prevail  in  the 
church  about  this  time ;  that  there  was  a  ftrong  ne- 
ceffity  and  even  a  loud  call  for  a  reformation,  we  may 
very  fafely  affirm,  fmce  we  have  a  remarkable  tefti- 
mony  of  Adrian  the  pope,  then  reigning,  in  his  in- 
ftrudions  publifhed  againft  Luther,|  acknowledging 
it  in  thefe  words : 

*  We  confefs  that  God  fuffereth  this  perfecution  to 
be  inflicted  on  his  church  for  rhe  fms  of  men,  efpe- 
cially  of  priefts  and  prelates  of  the  clergy,  and  the 
Scripture  leftifieth  that  the  fms  of  the  people  do  ilTue 
out  from  the  fms  of  the  priefts.  We  know  that  in 
this  holy  fee  there  have  been  many  abominable  things 
wrought  and  pra6lifed.  And  no  marvel  if  the  fick- 
nefs  beginning  at  the  head  have  defcended  afterward 
to  inferior  prelates.  Wherefore,  &c.  in  us  fliall  be 
lacking  no  diligence  of  a  better  reformation,  firll  be- 
girming  with  our  own  court,  that  like  as  the  contagion 
ffrfl  from  thence  defcended  into  all  the  inferior  parts, 
fo  reformation  and  amendment  of  all  that  is  amifs 
from  the  fame  place,  again  fliall  take  its  beginning : 
whereunto  they  fliall  find  us  fo  much  the  more  ready, 
for  that  we  fee  the  w^hole  world  fo  defirous  of  the 
fame.'    So  far  Pope  Adrian. 

Now,  that  under  the  influence  of  fuch  directors  as 
thofe  above  defcribed,  novelties  and  corruptions  of 
the  primitive  difcipline  and  doftrine  fhould  creep  in, 
we  need  not  wonder ;  fome  inftances  whereof  have 
been  occafionally  mentioned  already,  viz.  their  prohi- 
bition of  marriage  to  the  clergy,  their  excluding  the 
laity  from  the  aflfemblies  for  church  difciphne,  and 
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the  fetting  up  the  authority  of  the  church  of  Rome 
above  all  other  churches :  a  few  more  examples  to 
the  like  purpofe  now  follow,  viz. 

I.  The  veneration  paid  by  the  Papifls  to  their 
images  (contrary  to  the  practice  of  the  primitive 
Chriftians  within  four  hundred  years  after  Ghrifl:, 
among  whom  no  images  were  wocfhipped  or  ufed  in 
their  churches*)  and  to  their  faints ;  to  whom  they 
ereft  temples  and  chapels,  confefs  their  fins,  pfay  and 
give  praifes,  thus  robbing  the  one  fupreme  God  of 
his  honour.  Now  this  their  worfhip  of  faints  is  a 
practice  borrowed  from  the  heathenifh  theology,  and 
particularly  from  the  worfhip  of  daemons  among  the 
Pagans ;  and  accordingly  they  have  a  variety  of 
faints  and  fainteffes  to  anfwer  the  gods  and  goddefles 
in  the  heathen  world  ;  and  as  the  fcveral  kingdoms 
of  the  earth  were  formerly  fuppofed  to  be  under  the 
protection  of  diflcrent  gods,  in  like  manner  are  they 
now  configned  over  to  the  guardianPnip  of  feveral 
Roman  faints,  as  St.  Dennis  for  France,  George  for 
England,  Andrew  for  Scotland,  Sec, 

In  fome  other  inftances  they  corrupted  the  fimpli- 
city  of  the  gofpel  by  the  introduction  of  divers 
Jewifh  rites.  Thus  the  ufe  of  holy  water,  or  the 
water  of  purifying,  was  a  Jewifh  rite  mentioned  in 
the  Eighth  chapter  of  Numbers,  where  God  com- 
mands the  water  of  purifying  to  be  fprinkled  on  the 
Levites;  and  hence  Alexander  I.  bifhop  of  Romef 
is  faid  to  have  been  the  author  of  confecrating  fuch 
cleanfing  water,  ordering  it  to  be  kept  in  temples 
and  houfes  to  drive  away  devils.  Whether  the 
bifliop  laft  mentioned,  who  prefided  in  the  beginning 
of  the  Second  century,  was  really  the  introducer  of 
this  cuftom,  I  fhall  not  take  upon  me  to  determine  ; 
however,  its  origin  is  plainly  Jewifh,  and  the  continu- 
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ance  of  it  in  the  Chriftian  church;,  a  voluntary  relapfe 
from  gofpd-liberty  into  Jewifh  bondage. 

II.  The  priells'  veflinents  are  derived  from  the 
Hebrews,  as  the  laft  cited  author  fhews  in  the  mitre, 
furplice,  girdle,  &c.  from  Exodus  xxviii.  &c. 

III.  The  payment  of  tithes  is  another  Jewifh  rite, 
void  of  all  fupport  by  precept  or  example  in  the  New 
Teflam.ent^  and  which  was  not  eflablifhed  until  about 
the  fame  cera  as  divers  other  popifh  corruptions. 
For  as  father  Paul,  in  his  Treatife  of  Ecclefiaftical 
Benefices  and  Revenues,  obferves,  the  '  Law  of 
tithes  was  a  divine  Mofaical  law,  and  as  fuch,  binding 
only  to  the  Jewifli  people. — All  right  whatfoever  o£ 
tithes  is  merely  human  j  and  about  the  year  1170, 
Alexander  III.  ordered  proceedings  by  cenfures  to 
enforce  the  payment  of  tithes,  under  pain  of  excom- 
munication.'* 

IV.  Auricular  confeiTion  does  not  appear  to  have 
been  abfolutely  enjoined  to  be  pra6lifed  once  a  year, 
earlier  than  the  4th  Lateran  f  council  in  1215. 

I  lhall  fubjoin  but  a  few  words  of  their  corruptions 
of  the  Chriftian  do£lrines,  and  firft,  in  their  doctrine 
of  purgatory,  which  is  exprefsly  contrary  to,  the 
fenfe  of  the  catholic  church  in  the  four  firft  centuries; 
and  is  moreover  acknov/ledged  by  an  eminent  popifh 
author,  and  an  opponent  of  Luther,  to  have  beeu 
but  lately  received  into  the  +  univerfal  church. 

Secondly.  The  do<5lrine  of  tranfubflantiation  is 
alfo  another  novelty,  not  broached  until  the  Eighth 
century,  and  even  about  that  time  warmly  oppofed 
by  the  mofl  learned  men,  particularly  Johannes 
Scotus.  In  the  year  1214,  Pope  Honorius  III.  com- 
manded that  the  miiTal-bread  fhould  be  lifted  up 
above  the  pri eft's  head  at  a  certain  time,  and  that  all 
the  people  fhould.  fall  down  and  worfhip  it  and 


*  Fiither  Paul's  Treatife  of  Ecclefiaftical  Revenues,  &c.  chap,  xxviiu 
f  Scrnions  againfl  popery.  A.  D.  1735.  ^  Ibid. 
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though  the  new-found  device  and  term  of  Tranfub- 
ftantiation  was  hatched  in  the  Lateran  council,  A.  D. 
1059,  the  doctrine  of  tranfubftantiation  was  not  de- 
creed or  eftabliflied  by  any  general  council  but  the 
council  *  of  Trent,  A.  D.  155 1. 

To  conclude  ;  that  divers  of  the  novel  order  of 
Jefuits,  of  whom  Ignatius  Loyala  the  founder  was 
not  canonized  until  1622,  did  corrupt  the  great  doc- 
trines of  Chriftianity,  and  reprefent  the  Chriftian 
morality  as  far  fhort  of  the  purity  of  the  heathenifh, 
the  reader  may  fee  in  a  treatife  written  by  the  Abbe 
de  Berthier,  publiflied  in  Dublin,  1726,  entitled  the 
'  Parallel  of  the  Doftrine  of  the  Pagans  with  the 
dodlrine  of  the  Jefuits,  and  that  of  the  Conllitution 
Unigenitus,  ifTued  by  Pope  Clement  XL'  Out  of 
feveral  inftances  therein  mentioned  of  the  nature  of 
the  do£lrines  of  thefe  f^uhers,  it  ftiall  fufEce  here  to 
tranfcribe  one  as  a  fpecimen  of  the  reft,  viz. 

Father  Rhodes,  in  his  fcholaftic  theology,  fays,  '  if 
any  one  commits  adultery  or  murder,  and  at  the  fame 
time  confiders  the  malignancy  and  heinous  nature  of 
ihefe  aflions  but  in  fuch  a  manner  as  is  very  imper- 
feft  and  fuperficial,  though  the  matter  of  it  is  very 
grofs,  yet  his  fin  is  venial.'  To  which  I  fliall  fubjoin 
one  inftance  more  of  the  Chriftian  morality  being 
reprefented  even  by  the  profelTed  vicar  of  Chrift 
Jefus  himfelf,  as  Far  Oiort  of  the  heathenifh,  viz.  '  in 
a  bull  of  Pope  Clement  VI.  in  the  year  1351,  a  dif- 
penfation  was.  granted  10  John,  king  of  France,  and 
to  cjueen  Joan,  his  fecond  wife,  giving  to  the  king  and 
queen's  confefTor  a  power  to  abfolve  them  both  for 
the  pad  and  future  from  all  engagements  and  con- 
trails, though  backed  by  an  oath,  if  they  could  not 
keep  them  without  fome  inconveniency.'  Thus  is  ^ 
perjury  authorized  ;  whereas  among  the  ancient 
Romans,  it  was  an  opinion  geneially  received  that 
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rather  than  break  one's  oath,  one  ought  to  be  ready 
to  brave  all  that  is  dreadful  in  baniflament,  imprifon- 
ment  and  torment.'  * 

No\^  furely  it  mufi:  have  been  in  a  time  of  deep 
flcep  that  thofe  tares  were  fown,  that  thefe  grofs  cor- 
ruptions in  do£lrine  and  praftice,  thefe  flat  contradic- 
tions to  the  precepts  laid  down  by  the  author  of  the 
Chriflian  religion  in  the  New  Tcftament,  were 
broached-;  and  indeed  the  broachers  of  them  feem 
to  have  been  well  aware  of  their  being  fuch,  and 
therefore,  confidently  enough,  ordered  that  book  to 
be  locked  up  from  the  ufe  of  the  vulgar ;  and  that 
ignorance  was  the  mother  of  devotion  became  an 
cftablifhed  maxim  among  them ;  and  (difmal  to  re- 
late !)  the  prayers  of  the  church  were  to  be  muttered 
in  a  language  which  moft  of  thofe  that  were  thereia 
exercifed  did  not  underftand ;  for  everx  in  queen 
Mary's  time,  in^thc  year  1557,  it  was  deemed  a 
crime  for  any  clergyman  to  perform  divine  f  fervice 
in  Enghfh :  and  indeed  an  univerfal  ignorance, 
tending  to  human  as  well  as  divine  things,  did  reign 
for  divers  centuries  preceding  the  grand  aera  of  the 
midnight  of  popifli  darknefs  above  hinted  at :  v.  g* 
king  Alfred  who  died  in  900,  complained  bitterly 
that  from  the  Humber  to  the  Thames  there  was  not 
jL  pried  that  underflood  the  liturgy  in  his  mother 
tongue ;  and  that  from  the  Thames  to  the  fea  there 
was  not  a  man  that  knew  how  to  tranflate  the  cafiefl: 
piece  I  of  Latin. 

And  in  the  15th  century,  the  ftate  of  learning  W2S 
very  deplorable,  viz.  real  learning  was  then  fcarce  fo 
much  as  heard  of.  School  divinity  and  fkill  in  the 
canon  law  were  all  the  ecclefiafticks  valued  themfelves 
upon,  and  it  was  the  only  road  by  which  they  could 
hope  to  arrive  at  church  dignities.    On  the  other 

*  Letter  from  a  Librarian  at  Geneva;  puMifhed  in  the  London 
Magazine,  1 75 1. 
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hand,  the  monks  who  had  crept  into  moii:  of  the 
profelTorfliips  in  the  univerfities  had  over-run  divinity 
and  philofophy  with  fuch  a  heap  of  jargon  as  ferved 
only  to  give  their  difciples  falfe  notions  of  learning,* 
and  to  teach  them  to  wrangle. 

But  with  the  reformation  in  religion,  a  more  folid 
and  ufeful  learning  did  alfo  revive ;  and  here  it  feems 
well  worthy  of  notice,  as  a  fuigular  providence  greatly 
favouring  the  progrefs  and  eRablifhment  of  the  re- 
formation, that  about  the  year  1450,  the  myftery  of 
printing  was  firfl  difcovered  ;  and  is  faid  to  have  been 
brought  into  England,  A.  D,  1471,  in  the  reign  of 
Henry  VI ;  which,  as  Fox  obferves,  proved  a  forcible 
engine  to  batter  popery,  and  a  means  of  fpreading 
knowledge  among  the  people,  who  had  with  great 
care  been  kept  in  ignorance  by  the  prevailing  power. 
But  now,  as  the  poet  fays,  by  means  of  this  excellent 
invention, 

*  Learning  revives,  nor  fears  again  t'expire 
'  'Midfl  papal  ignorance  and  Gothic  fire  : ' 

and  'tis  humbly  hoped  that  the  fame  thing  mayjuflly 
now  alfo  be  applicable  to  the  reformed  religion. 

'I^hus  have  I,  for  the  fake  of  thofe  who  may  have 
been  lefs  converfant  in  thefe  matters,  given  a  brief 
portraiture  of  the  apoftacy  of  the  profefTors  of 
Chriftianity,  thofe  efpecially  who  affected  the  title 
of  vicars  and  reprefentatives  of  Chrift  Jefus ;  of 
whom  as  it  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  prophefied  that 
his  vifage  was  more  marred  than  any  man's,  thefe 
men  have  taken  care  that  this  Ihould  be  amply  ful- 
filled the  reprefentation  they  have  given  of  Chrill 
and  his  religion  to  the  world :  a  religion,  although 
ealculatec}  to  promote  the  temporal  as  well  as  eternal 


*  Rapin's  Hiftory  of  England,  Vol,  VI. 
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happinefs  of  mankind,  yet,  if  one  were  to  frame  his 
idcci  of  it  from  their  condufl  as  above  defcribed, 
would  appear  to  be  no  better  than  a  ftratagem  to  en- 
rich and  aggrandize  a  few  men,  called  ecclefiailicks, 
at  the  cofl  of  impoverifhing  and  enflaving  the  refi: ; 
from  whence  I  ceafe  to  wonder  at  the  contempt  with 
which  the  profelTion  of  Chriftianity,  without  the 
power  and  fpirit  of  it,  hath  been  fometimes  treated.  ^ 


PART.  II. 


Of  the  Reformation^  and  its  gradual  progrefs^  and  the 
^  defers  yet  attending  it. 

Of  the  woful  darknefs  above  defcribed,  which  did 
for  fome  ages  eclipfe  the  brightnefs  of  the  gofpel-day, 
it  hath  feemed  good  to  Divine  Providence  to  fore- 
warn us  in  the  Revelation,  where  the  church  is  fup- 
pofed  to  be  reprefented  by  the  "  woman  clothed  with 
the  fun,  and  the  moon  under  her  feet,  and  upon  her 
head  a  crown  of  twelve  ftars,"  and  being  with  child, 
and  perfecuted  by  the  dragon  whofe  tail  drew  the 
third  part  of  the  ftars'of  heaven  and  did  cafl  them 
to  the  earth  ;  and  he  flood  before  the  woman  which 
was  ready  to  be  delivered,  for  to  devour  her  child  as 
foon  as  it  was  born  ;  but  the  child  being  broirght 
forth,  and  caught  up  to  God  and  his  throne,  flie  fled 
into  the  wildernefs,"  (a  ftate  of  obfcurity)  and  was 
to  remain  there  during  the  time  appointed  her  of 
God :  which  was  but  a  limited  time,  and  is  believed 
to  have  been  accomplifhed,  and  that  the  return  of 
the  church  out  of  the  wildernefs  commenced  at  the 
reformation,  and  that  this  great  work  fhall  be  carried 
on  and  perfe£i:ed  in  God's  time. 

It  mufl  indeed  be  acknowledged,  to  the  glory  of 
God's  good  providence,  that  even  in  the  mofl  dark 
and  corrupt  ages  there  was  ftill  prefer ved  a  faithful 
remnant,  who  bore  witnefs  againfi  the  prevailing  cor- 
ruptions, though  the  greater  part  of  thefe  were 
branded  for  hcreticks  by  the  ruling  majority,  whereof 
it  is  necelTary  to  fubjoin  a  few  inftances. 

A.  D.  81.5,  Claudius,  bifliop  of  Turin,  is  lligma- 
tizcd  for  an  arch  heretick  for  teaching  that  the  cxok 
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is  not  to  be  worfhipped,  nor  the  fepulcbres  nor  re- 
liques  of  faints,  and  that  pilgnmages  are  vain:  and 
for  the  like  reafon  were  Petrus  de  Bruis  and  Henri- 
cus  ex  Monacho,  A.  D.  1119,  branded  for  hereticks.* 

In  the  year  1146  lived  Hildegardis,  a  propherefs, 
and  indeed  fo  efteemed  by  the  papifts  themfelves,  who 
among  other  things  f  prophefieth  againfl  the  priefts 
and  prelates  of  the  Roraifh  church  thus  :  

'  Now  is  the  law  negle<5i:ed  among  the  fpiritual 
people,  which  neglecl:  to  teach  and  do  good  things  ; 
the  mafter  likewife  and  the  prelate  do  fleep,  defpifing 
juftice,  and  laying  it  afide  :  and  in  a  certain  vifion  the 
church  appeared  to  her  in  the  fhape  of  a  woman 
complaining  that  the  priefts  had  bewrayed  her  face 
with  dull,  rent  her  coat,  &c.  and  that  they  did  not 
fliine  over  the  people,  neither  in  doctrine,  nor  example 
of  life — that  all  ecclefiaftical  order  did  every  day  be- 
come worfe  and  worfe,  and  that  the  priefts  did  not 
teach,  but  deftroy  the  law  of  God :  and  for  thefe 
horrible  crimes  (lie  threateneth  and  prophefieth  unto 
them  God's  mofl  heavy  wrath  and  difpleafure,  and 
doleful  punifhments.  The  crown  of  apoftolical  ho- 
nour fhall  be  divided,  becaufe  there  fhall  be  found  no 
religion  among  the  apoftolical  order ;  and  for  that 
caufe  fliall  they  defpife  the  dignity  of  that  name,  and 
fliall  fet  over  them  other  men  and  other  archbifhops, 
in  fo  much  that  the  apoftolic  fee  of  that  time  lhall 
have  fcarce  Rome  and  a  few  other  countries  there- 
abouts under  his  crown.  And  thefe  things  fhall 
partly  come  to  pafs  by  incurfion  of  wars,  and  partly 
alfo  by  a  common  counfel  and  confent  of  the  fecular 
and  fpiritual  perfons.  Then  (hall  juftice  flourifh,  fo 
that  in  thofe  days  men  fliall  honeftly  apply  themfelves 
to  the  ancient  cuftoms  and  difcipline  of  ancient  men, 
and  fliall  obferve  them  as  ancient  men  did.'t 


*  Synops  Concilior.  Paris  167 1. 
t  Fox's  Eccl.  Hiftory,  Vol.  I.  p.  257,  238,    4  Ibid,  Vol.  I.  p.  23?, 
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A.  D.  1 1 60,  one  Waldo,  a  merchant  of  Lyons, 
applying  himfttlf  to  the  ftudy  of  the  Scriptures,  and 
finding  there  no  grounds  for  feveral  of  the  popifh 
do£lrines,  and  particularly  tranfubflantiation,  publickly 
oppofed  them.  His  followers,  called  Waldenfes, 
were  grievoufly  perfecuted  by  the  reigning  power, 
fome  of  them  burnt  to  death,  and  others  fcattered 
into  divers  countries  ;  and  indeed  they  did  overfpread 
a  great  part  of  *  Europe,  by  which  means  (to  the 
glory  of  God's  Providence  bringing  good  out  of  evil) 
the  reformation  was  alfo  fpread. 

Among  others  of  their  tenets  were  the  following : 
*  That  the  church  of  Rome  is  Babylon  fpoken  of  in 
the  Revelation  :  that  praying  for  the  dead  is  vain, 
and  a  thing  only  found  out  for  the  lucre  of  priefts : 
that  the  hofl  is  an  idol :  that  the  feafts  and  feftivals 
of  the  faints  ought  to  be  rejected  :  that  preaching  of 
the  word  is  free  to  all  men  called  f  thereunto.' 

And  indeed  in  that  dark  interval  of  time,  between 
the  year  11 70  and  1470,  many  bore  a  publick  tefti- 
mony  againft  the  corruption  and  abominable  idolatry 
which  was  crept  into  the  church  ;  though  commonly 
with  the  lofs  of  their  liberties  or  lives  ;  for  a  further 
account  of  whom  I  refer  to  the  laft-cited  author ; 
and  it  is  obfervable^,  to  the  glory  of  the  power  and 
providence  of  God,  now  as  formerly,  choofmg  the 
weak  things  to  confound  the  things  that  are  mighty  ;'* 
and  that  though  there  were  fome  learned  men  among 
thefe,  many  of  them  were  mean  perfons,  mechanics, 
and  feveral  women,  (who  fufFered  for  their  teftimony 
to  the  Truth)  :  not  for  the  mod  part  the  men  of  the 
eflablifhment,  the  mercenary  priefts  and  bifliops,  who 
were  commonly  their  peifecutors,  and  hindered,  as 
much  as  in  them  lay,  the  progrefs  of  the  reformation. 

In  the  year  1370,  lived  Bridget,  dignified  by  the 

*  Rapln's  Hiftory  rf  England,  Vol.  III. 
f  Fox's  Ecclefiaftlcal  History,  Vol.  1. 
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name  of  Holy,  the  church  of  Rome  having  canonized 
her  not  only  for  a  faint,  but  prophetefs,  who,  not- 
withflanding,  in  her  book  of  revelations,  was  a  great 
rebuker  of  the  pope  and  of  the  fikh  of  his  clergy, 
calHng  him  a  murderer  of  fouls,  a  fdilier  and  piller 
of  the  flock  of  Chrift,  affirming  that  the  prelates, 
bifliops,  and  priefts,  are  the  caufe  \Yhy  the  do6lrine  of 
Chrift  is  negle£led  and  almoft  extinfi: ;  that  the  clergy 
have  turned  the  Ten  Ccmmandmens  of  God  into 
two  words.  Da  Peciiniam^  or  Give  money  ;  and  pro- 
phefieth  that  the  fee  of  the  pope  fliall  be  thrown 
down  into  the  deep  like  a  millilone.* 

But  it  were  an  inexcufable  neglefl,  in  a  difcourfc 
of  this  kind,  to  fupprefs  one  faft  redounding  to  the 
Hngular  honour  of  the  Englifli  nation,  or  rather  a 
notable  infhanctf  of  God's  goodnefs  worthy  of  the 
mofl  grateful  commemoration  from  the  people  of 
thefe  nations,  viz.  that  England  was  one  of  the  tirfl 
that  was  favoured  with  ihe  dawn  of  the  glorious 
light  of  the  reformation,  even  long  before  the  day<i 
of  Martin  Luther,  viz.  by  the  means  of  John  Wick- 
llfF,  who  has  been  called  the  morning-flar  of  the  re- 
formation, and  was  born  about  the  year  1324,  was 
Divinity  Profeffor  in  Oxford,  and  afterwards  parfou 
of  Lutterworth  in  Leicefterfliire.  He  flouriHicd  in 
the  latter  end  of  king  Edward  IIL  and  the  beginning 
of  king  Richard  Hd's  time,  about  130  years  before 
the  reformation  of  Luther.f 

He  publifhcd  certain  conclufions  againft  tranfub- 
ftantiatlon  and  the  infallibility  of  the  pope,  and  that 
the  church  of  Rome  was  not  the  head  of  all  other 
churches.  That  the  New  Teifament  is  a  perfe^f  rule 
of  life  and  manners,  and  ought  to  be  read  by  the 
people.  He  alfo  declared  againft  the  eflablirnment 
Qf  tithes,  alTerting  them  to  be  pure  alms,  and  main- 


*  Fox's  Ecclefiastical  History, 
t  Neal's  History  of  the  Puritans, 
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tallied  that  to  retrain  men  to  a  prefcribed  form  of 
prayer,  is  contrary  to  the  hberty  granted  them  by 
God.* 

For  thefe  and  other  pretended  herefies  his  books 
were,  by  the  pope  and  his  cardinals,  condemned  to 
the  flames,  and  his  bones  were  taken  out  of  the 
grave  and  burnt  forty-one  years  after  his  death, 
by  a  decree  of  the  fynod  of  Conftancc,  as  is  before 
obferved.  ^ 

His  followers,  otherwife  called  Lollards,  in  the  year 
1389,  began  to  feparate  from  the  church  of  Rome, 
and  to  appoint  priefts  from  among  themfelves  to  per- 
form divine  fervice  in  their  own  way ;  and  it  is 
obfervable,  that  the  church  of  England,  though  (he 
embraces  Wickliff's  doctrines  with  regard  to  articles 
of  faith,  cannot  however  forbear  exprefiing  very  httle 
efteem  for  that  do«Slor^  becaufe  he  has  combated  the 
hierarchy  which  fhe  has  thought  fit  f  to  retain. 

That  we  may  judge  how  necelTary,  and  at  the  fame 
time  how  great  and  difficult,  that  work  of  reformation 
was,  which  he  was  inftrumental,  through  God's  good 
providence,  to  promote,  it  fecms  worth  our  v;hiic  to 
look  back  and  confider  what  the  ftate  of  the  church 
was  in  thofe  days,  which  is  thus  defcribed  by  Fox  in 
his  Ecclefiaftical  Hiflory. 

'  The  Scriptures,  learning,  and  divinity,  were 
known  but  to  few,  and  that  in  the  fchools  only,  and 
there  alfo  converted  almoft  all  into  fophiftry.  Inftead 
of  Peter  and  Paul,  men  occupied  their  time  in  ftudy- 
jng  Aqninus  and  Scotus,  and  the  mafler  of  fentences. 
The  world  leaving  and  forfaking  the  lively  power  of 
God's  fpiritual  word  and  doctrine,  was  altogether  led 
and  blinded  with  outv/ard  ceremonies  and  human 
traditions,  wherein  the  v/hole  fcope  in  a  manner  of 
all  LhriHian  perfection  did  confifh  and  depend.  In 
thefe  was  aJl  hope  of  obtaining  falvation  fixed  ;  here- 

♦  Neal's  History  of  the  Puritarw. 
f  Rapiii's  Histcry  of  England. 
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unto  all  things  were  'attributed.  Inftead  of  the  apof- 
tolic  gifts,  and  continual  labours  and  travels,  floth- 
fulnefs  and  ambition  was  crfpt  in  among  the  prieils/ 

«  Thus,  in  thefe  times  of  horrible  darknefs  and 
ignorance,  what  time  there  feemed  in  a  manner  no 
one  fpark  of  pure  do£trine  left  remaining,  did  the 
aforefud  John  Wickliff,  by  God*s  providence,  rife 
up,  through  whom  the  Lord  would  firft  w-taken  and 
raiie  up  the  world  overwhelmed  with  human  tra- 
ditions.' 

Walter  Brute  was  another  of  the  fird  reformers 
mentioned  by  the  fame  author,  who  appeared  alfo 
in  king  Richard  lid's  time,  among  other  truths  con- 
tending far  this,  that  tithes  are  not  due  by  the  law  of 
Mofes,  nor  by  the  law  of  Chrift,  but  by  the  tradition 
of  men  only  :  he  alfo  reafoned  ftrongly  upon  Chriftian 
principles  againlt  fighting  and  fwearing. 

A.  D.  1410,  the  doctrines  of  the  gofpel.  began  to 
be  fpread  in.  Bohemia,  by  means  of  the  books  of 
Wickliff  (which  happened  through  the  intercourfe  be- 
tween England  and  Bohemda,  upon  occafion  of  king 
Richard  II.  marrying  queen  Ann,  who  was  a  Bohe- 
mian) which  then  coming  into  the  hands  of  John 
Hus  (a  learned  man  and  preacher  at  that  time  in 
the  univerfity  of  Prague;,  and  others  both  men  and 
women,  efpecially  of  the  lay-fort  and  artificers,  were 
a  means  of  awakening  them :  and  Jerom,  of  Prague, 
Mailer  of  Arts^  was  the  companion  of  the  faid  Hus, 
and  his  fellow  in  bonds,  and  both  underwent  the 
fame  tragedy,  viz.  were  burnt  to  death,  and  their 
afhes  thrown  into  the  river. 

About  the  year  1517  and  1521,  Luther,  in  Ger- 
many, and  Zuinglius,  in  Switzerland,  wrote  againft 
the  Pope's  indulg'z-ncies  and  pardons,  and  from  thence 
proceeded  gradually  to  detect  many  other  of  the 
errors  of  popery,  as  is  ab?ve  obferved ;  and  the 
reformation  made  a  conuderable  progrefs  in  tbofe 
countries  by  the  preaching  and  writings  of  the  laid 
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Luther,  Zuinglius,  Melan(5lon,  Oecohmpaditis  and 
others,  fome  of  whofe  books  which  had  been  pub- 
liflied  in  thofe  parts,  being  tranflated  into  Englifh, 
excited  the  cujiofity  of  the  people  to  look  into  the 
ftate  of  religion  at  home. 

At  a  time  not  far  didant  from  this,  '  WiUiam  Tindal, 
brought  up  in  the  univerfity  of  Oxford,  where  he  in- 
creafed  as  well  in  the  knowledge  of  the  tongues  and 
hberal  arts  as  (and  more  efpecially)  in  the  knowledge 
of  the  Scriptures,  W'hereunto  his  mind  was  fmgularly 
addi(5]:ed,  confidering  the  great  mifchief  done  to  the 
church,  by  keeping  the  Scriptures  of  God  hid  from 
the  people's  eyes,  was  therefore  moved  to  tranflate 
the  Scripture  into  his  mother- tongue,  for  the  publick 
utility  of  the  fimple  vulgar  people  of  the  country, 
und  accordingly  did  tranflate  the  New  Teftament 
about  the  year  of* our  Lord  1527  or  1529.  But, 
did  the  clergy  and  prelates  encourage  the  publication 
of  it  ?  No  fuch  matter ;  they  cried  out  ftrenuoufly 
againfl  it,  reprefenting  that  there  were  a  thoufand 
herefies  in  it ;  that  it  was  not  fit  to  be  corrected,  but 
utterly  to  be  fupprelTed.  Some  faid,  that  it  was  not 
poffible  to  tranflate  the  Scripture  into  Englifli ;  fome 
that  It  was  not  lawful  for  lay-people  to  have  it  in 
their  mother-tongue ;  fome  that  it  w^ould  make  them 
all  hereticks  ;  and  to  the  intent  to  induce  the  tem- 
poral rulers  alfo  to  their  purpofe,  they  faid  it  would 
make  the  people  to  rebel  and  rife  againft  their  king. 
Such  were  the  forward  devices  of  the  Englifh  clergy 
to  drive  the  people  from  the  text  and  knowledge  of 
the  Scripture,  which  they  would  neither  tranflate 
themfelves,  nor  yet  abide  it  to  be  tranflated  by  others: 
to  the  intent  (as  Tindal  himfelf  faith)  that,  the  world 
being  kept  ftili  in  darknefs,  they  might  fit  in  the 
confciences  of  the  people  through  vain  fuperflition 
and  falfe  do£lrine,  to  fatisfy  their  lufts,  their  ambiuon, 
and  unfati?^b)e  covetoufnefs.  In  fine,  the  clergy  never 
refled  until  they  had  procured  by  proclamation  the 
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prohibiting  the  faid  tranilation  cf  the  New  Teflament 
of 'l  indal,  and  not  contented  herewith,  proceeded 
further  to  entangle  him  in  their  nets  and  bereave  him 
of  his  hfe,  which  at  length  they  effefted.'  * 

However,  this  tranflation  of  the  iScriptures  into 
the  v^tilgar  tongue  did  at  length  prevail  over  oppo- 
fuion  ;  whereby  the  doclrines  of  the  New  Teftament' 
were  fpread  among  the  people,  whofe  cnriofiry  wa5 
alfo  hereby  greatly  raifed ;  and  although  the  bifhops 
bought  up  and  burnt  all  the  books  of  this  fort  they 
could  meet  with,  the  teftament  was  printed  abroad, 
and  fent  over  to  merchants  in  London,  who  difperfed 
the  copies  privately  among  their  friends  and  acquaint- 
ance :  and  at  length  Tindal's  bible,  reviewed  and 
corre£bed  by  Cranmer,  was  allov/ed  by  authority, 
and  in  the  year  1538,  by  king  Henry  Villth's  injunc- 
tions, was  fet  up  in  all  the  churches  in  England,  that 
the  people  might  read  it.f 

Such  light  was  by  this  means  difFufed  among  the 
people,  as  foon  detecl:ed  many  of  the  abominable 
corruptions  of  the  Chrlftian  dodtrine,  which  had  crepe 
in,  in  the  times  of  darkncfs  and  ignorance ;  particu- 
larly purgatory,  the  power  of  indulgencies^  tranfub- 
ftantiation,  the  worfliip  of  faints,  and  veneration  of 
images,  the  fuprerae  authority  of  the  church  and 
bifhop  of  Rome,  &c.  which,  like  birds  of  the  night, 
difappeared  on  the  dawn  of  this  glorious  day  :  and 
indeed  the  firft  reformers  defer ve  to  be  acknowledp^ed 
as  excellent  inftruments,  raifed  up  by  God's  good  pro- 
vidence, to  begin  the  purging  and  building  of  his 
houfe,  and  worthy  to  be  had  of  us  and  poflerity  in 
everlafling  remembrance  :  but,  without  in  the  leafl 
detracting  from  the  honour  due  to  thofe  Chriftian 
heroes,  it  muft  be  acknowledged  that  the  great  work 
of  a  complete  reformation  and  reftoration  of  the  pri- 
mitive purity  and  fimplicity  was  not  the  work  of  one 


*  Fox-s  Ecclexlamcal  Hiftory.     f  Ncal's  Hiflory  o:  the  PurUTiT-s. 
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day,  yt^Yi  or  age ;  and  indeed  as  the  apoflacy  itfelf 
did  not  arrive  at  that  tremendous  height  to  v/hich  I 
have  traced  it,  fo  neither  is  the  return  from  thence  to 
be  efFefled,  all  at  once;  but  notwiihftanding  divers 
confiderable  advances  have  been  made  at  different 
limes,  and  in  different  countries  in  this  great  work, 
and  fome  eftablifliments  been  formed,  yet  that  fome^ 
of  the  dregs  of  popifli  corruption  have  been,  and  flill  * 
are,  retained,  we  acknowledge  and  deplore,  with  many 
fmcere  proteflants  of  other  communities,  the  removal 
of  which  is  earneflly  to  be  defired. 

To  this  purpofe  I  think  it  worth  while  here  to 
recite  fome  part  of  the  memorable  fpeech  of  John 
Robinfon,  an  Independent  miniitcr,  on  his  taking 
leave  of  his  congregation,  mentioned  in  Neal's  Hiftory 
of  the  Puritans,  in  the  time  of  king  James  I.  A.  D. 
1620,  viz.  '  Follow  me  no  farther  than  you  have 
feen  me  follow  the  Lord  Jefus.    If  God  reveal  any 
thing  to  you  by  any  other  'mftruraent  of  his,  be  as 
ready  to  receive  it  as  €ver  you  were  to  receive  any 
truth  by  ray  miniflry ;  for  I  am  verily  aifured  that 
the  Lord  has  yet  more  truth  to  break  forth  out  of 
his  holy  word.    For  my  part  I  cannot  fufticiently  be- 
wail the  condition  of  the  reformed  churches  who  arc 
come  to  a  period  in  religion,  and  will  at  prefent  go 
no  farther  than  the  Infh'uments  of  their  reformation. 
The  Lutherans  cannot  be  drawn  to  go  farther  than 
what  Luther  fav/ :  and  the  Calvinifts  flick  faff  v/herc 
they  were  left  by  that  great  man  of  God,  who  yet 
faw  not  all  things.    This  is  a  mifery  much  to  be  la- 
mented ;  for  though  they  were  burning  and  fliining 
lights  in  their  times,  yet  they  penetrated  not  into  the 
whole  counfel  of  God.    It  is  not  pofTible  th^t  the 
Chriflian  world  fhould  come  fo  lately  out  of  fuch 
thick  antichriflian  darknefs,  and  that  perfection  of 
knowledge  fhould  break  forth  at  once.' 

I  proceed  therefore  to  the  ungrateful  taflc  of  fpeci- 
fy'mg  fevcral  inftanccs  of  the  imperfeflion  of  the 
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reformaiion,  and  to  (hew  the  true  ground?  of  the  re- 
paration of  this  people  from  the  eftablifhed  church  of 
this  nation,  with  refpe<5i:  to  feme  of  the  moft  important 
particulars  wherein  they  differ  from  it ;  whether 
they  be  fuch  as  ar-e  common  to  them  and  other 
proteibrst  dilTenters,  or  fuch  as  are  peculiar  to  them- 
felves. 

That  too  much  of  the  pride  and  covetoufnefs,  and 
fome  degree  of  the  tyranny,  of  antichrift  is  flill  re- 
tained, among  the  men  called  the  clergy  of  the 
eflablifliment,  will  be  too  manifefl  if  we  confider, 

I.  That  they  alfo  appropriate  unto  them.felves  both 
the  name  and  jurifdiftion  of  the  church,  excluding 
thofe  they  call  Laicks  both  from  the  title  and  the 
power  annexed  to  it;  hereby  depriving  them  of  their 
original  rights  as  Chriilian  brethren,  according  to  the 
primitive  example,  as  is  before  (hewn;  and  that  the 
entire  feparation  of  laymen  from  the  ecclefiaflical 
alTcmblies  was  the  genuine  efFc6l  of  the  growing  pride 
of  the  clergy,  and  did  not  take  place  until  Pope  Inno- 
cent lid's  time. 

II.  What,  but  the  remains  of  the  pride  of  anti- 
chrift  hath  induced  thofe  called  Lords- Archbifliops 
and  Lords-Bifhops  to  aiTumx  a  lordfliip  over  God's 
heritage,  and  to  become  too  little  apt  to  teach,  con- 
trary to  the  primitive  injun^lion  to  bifhops  ? 

III.  Perfecution  is  another  of  the  vile  reliques  of 
the  pride  ai^d  cruelty  of  antichrift ;  and  to  fay  the 
truth,  too  much  of  the  principles  and  fpirit  of  perfe- 
cution came  over  with  the  reformers  themfelves  ;  and 
almofl  all  parties  and  denominations  in  their  turn 
have  had  a  notion  of  ferving  God  by  doing  mifchic-^ 
to  men,  men  who  could  not  believe  as  they  pleafed, 
or  would  not  lie  in  profeliing  to  believe  what  they  did 
not. 

Thus,  though  the  church  of  England  be  juflly 
efleemed  at  prefent  for  her  moderation,  having  long 
lince  ceafed  to  punilli  dilfenters,  as  formerly,  \vith 
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imprlfonmeht,  and  the  lofs  of  eftate  or  life ;  yet  as 
long  as  Athanafius's  creed,  together  "with  the  fen- 
tence  of  everhifling  perdition  thereunto  annexed,  is 
retained,  and  a  fubfcription  of  certain  articles  of  faith 
is  impofed  in  their  univerfities,  on  all  their  members, 
on  pain  of  their  entire  exclufion  from  thence,  me- 
thinks  it  can  hardly  be  denied  that  fomething  of  that 
fame  tyrannical  fpirit  (which  as  is  before  fhewn,  arro- 
gated to  itfelf  the  fupreme  dire(5iion  of  univerfities)  is 
ilill  retained  alfo  in  this  inftance  :  and  indeed  every 
impofition  of  creeds,  common  prayers,  and  liturgies, 
fcarce  poffible  to  be  fo  framed  as  every  one  can  ho- 
neflly  fubfcribe  them,  feems  to  have  taken  its  rife 
from  the  fame  origin ;  and  the  multiplication  of 
creeds  has  ever  been  attended  with  the  pernicious 
confequence  of  fcattering  and  dividing  Chriftians, 
although  propofed  as  a  means  to  unite  them. 

I  find  that  the  very  fame  fpirit  prevailed  like  wife 
Both  in  the  Kirk  of  Scotland,  and  the  Prefbytcrians 
in  England ;  for  in  the  year  1645,  Scots  publiflied 
a  declaration  againft  the  toleration  of  feftaries,  and 
liberty  of  confcience,  in  which  they  even  fay,  that 
liberty  of  confcience  is  the  nourifher  of  all  herefies 
and  fchifms ;  and  the  Prefbyterians,  during  the 
anarchy,  frequently  addreiTed  for  the  fuppreflion  of 
all  fe6iaries  by  the  civil  authority,  and  declared 
againfl:  toleration  and  liberty  of  confcience,  both 
from  the  pulpit  and  prefs.  They  prefled  covenant- 
uniformity,  yea  and  uniformity  in  matters  of  belief, 
on  pain  of  imprifonment  and  death  irfelf,  as  appears 
by  their  ordinance  againd  what  they  are  pleafed  to 
call  blafphemy  and  herefy.* 

IV.  I  proceed  next  to  confider  the  covcioufnefs 
of  thofe  who  call  themfelves  the  clergy  of  the  re- 
formed church. 

What  a  trade  the  pope  and  his  dependents  exer- 


*  Ncal's  Hiftory  of  the  Puritans,  Vol.  III.  p. -197?  498,  4^9,  500. 
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cifed  with  the  gofpel  ;  how  gainful  to  themfelves,  and 
oppreflive  to  the  people,  has  been  amply  Ihewn  above. 
It  were  greatly  to  be  wiihed,  that  it  could  be  affirmed, 
truly,  that  nothing  of  the  fame  fpirit  polTeiTed  the 
hearts  of  the  reformers :  but  the  truth  is,  that  the 
prefent  fupport  of  their  miniflry  is  worldly,  and  their 
call,  though  profeffedly  from  a  motion  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  is  truly  like  a  merely  human  one,  undertaken 
not  only  for  the  fupport,  but  aggrandizement  of 
families,  contrary  to  the  tenor  of  the  precepts  of  the 
gofpel.  Their  maintenance  by  tithes  is  no  other  than 
a  Jewifli  rite,  a  popifli  innovation  w^hich  took  place 
in  the  midnight  of  apoflacy  and  degeneracy,  as  has 
been  before  obferved  ;  when  a  corrupt  miniftry,  be- 
coming ftrangers  to  the  love  of  God  and  their 
brethren,  loll  alfo  confidence  in  both^  and  fo  deemed 
it  necelTiry  to  have  fecured  to  themfelves  by  law 
what  wanted  authority  in  the  gofpel,  and  by  force  to 
extort  a  maintenance  formerly  yielded  by  free  will : 
nor  indeed  can  we  fay  better  of  fome  of  the  pretended 
reformers  in  the  anarchy  ;  ^"or  although  the  Indepen- 
dents and  Anabaptifts  concurred  in  defiring  the  abo- 
lition of  tithes  as  being  of  Judaical  inditution,  which 
was  alfo  one  of  thofe  national  grievances  the  army 
propofed  to  redrefs,  yet  the  reigning  party  were  not 
willing  to  part  with  an  eflablifliinent  fo  grateful  to 
flefli  and  blood  ;  for  the  parlia^xent  in  the  year  1 644, 
publilhed  an  ordinance  enjoining  the  payment  of 
tithes. 

A  few  •m,ore  particular  indances  of  covetoufnefs 
too  flagrant,  and  fuch  as  are  both  highly  reproachful 
to  a  Chrifl:ian  m.iniilry  and  hurtful  to  mankind,  will 
but  too  clearly  evince  what  I  propofed,  viz. 

I.  What  is  the  difpenfrng  with  the  publication  of 
the  bans  of  matrimony  in  the.  congregation,  by  a 
biihop's  licence,  for  a  cerrain  fum  of  mo':ey,  but  a 
corruption  cf  ChrifLian  difciplinc  for  the  fake  of  filthy 
lucre  ?  and  truly  of  the  fame  ipini  and  origin  as  the 
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difpcTifuig  power  of  the  Pope,  or  the  redeeming  of 
penance  with  money  ;  a  corruption  fo  much  the  more 
worthy  of  being  taken  notice  of,  as  by  this  means 
th(?  rights  of  parents  are  daily  invaded,  many  an  tin- 
thinking  couple  are  precipitated  into  ruin,  and  the 
peace  and  religious  ceconomy  of  families  is  deftroyed 
through  this  truly  licentious  method  of  marriage,  and 
which  by  a  ftrid  and  wholefome  difcipline,  might, 
in  many  cafes,  be  prevented. 

11.  What  (liall  we  think  of  their  pluralities  of  be- 
nefices, and  their  non-refidence,  but  as  reproachful 
inftances  of  the  fame  fpirit  of  covetoufnefs  ftiil  fub- 
filling,  and  an  exprcfs  breach  of  the  folemn  promife 
made  by  every  prieft  at  his  ordination  ?  *  that  befides 
adminiftring  the  doclrine  and  facraments  and  difcipline 
of  Chrift,  he  will  be  ready  to  ufe  public  and  private 
monitions  and  exhortations,  as  well  to  the  whole  as 
the  fick  within  his  cure,  as  need  fnall  be  given,  and 
as  occafion  fliall  require  ?' 

I  have  above  fhewn,  that  thefe  non-refidences  and 
pluralities,  as  likewife  the  tranflation  of  bifliops  from 
one  city  or  bifhoprick  to  another,  are  feverely  pro- 
hibited by  divers  canons  and  decrees  of  councils 
received  even  among  tne  pap  ids ;  and  that  the  dif- 
penfing  with  them  is,  in  its  original,  a  genuine  fetch 
of  popifh  policy  to  get  money  ;  from  which  it  is 
greatly  to  be  wiilied  that  the  churches  profefling 
reformation  were  entirely  delivered. 

As  I  look  upon  this  aftliir,  how  much  foever  coun- 
tenanced or  neglected  at  prcfent,  to  be  of  great 
moment,  I  think  it  worth  my  while  to  train^cribe  here 
(from  Fox's  acls  and  Monuments)  the  fenfe  of  a 
king  of  England  on  this  matter,  viz.  Henry  III.  who 
on  this  occafion  wrote  to  one  of  his  bifliops  in  the 
following  terms,  viz. 
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'  The  King  to  the  Bifliop  of  Hereford  fendeth 
greeting. 

*  Paftors  or  fhepherds  are  fet  over  iheir  flocks  ihaj 
by  exercifmg  themfelves  in  watching  over  them  day 
and  night,  they  may  know  their  own  cattle  by  their 
look,  bring  the  hunger-flarved  flieep  into  the  mea- 
dows of  fruitfulnefs,  and  the  ftraying  ones  into  one 
fold,  by  the  word  of  falvation  and  the  rod  of  cor- 
re<5iion,  and  to  do  their  endeavour  that  unity  indilTo- 
luble  may  be  kept.  * 

'  But  fome  there  be,  who  damnably  defpifmg  this 
do£lrine,  and  not  knowing  to  difcern  their  own  catde 
from  another's,  do  take  away  the  milk  and  the  wool, 
not  caring  how  the  Lord's  flock  may  be  nouriflied  : 
they  catch  up  the  temporal  goods,  and  who  periflieth 
in  their  parifa  with  famifhment,  or  mifcarrieth  in 
manners  they  regard  not :  which  men  deferve  not  to 
be  called  paftors,  but  rather  hirelings. 

^'  And  that  we  even  in  thefe  days,  removing  our- 
felves  into  the  marches  of  Wales,  to  take  order  for 
the  difpo/ing  of  the  garrifons  of  our  realm,  have 
found  this  default  in  your  church  of  Hereford,  we 
report  it  with  g^rief ;  for  that  we  have  found  there  a 
cluirch  defiitute  of  a  paftor's  comfort,  as  having 
neither  bifliop  nor  official,  vicar  nor  dean,  that  may 
exercife  any  Ipiritual  fun<^ion  or  duty  in  the  fame. 
But  the  church  itfelf  Cwhich  was  wont  in  times  pad 
TO  flow  in  delight,  and  had  canons  that  tended  upon 
days  and  nights  fervice,  and  that  ought  to  exercife 
the  works  of  charity,  they  forfaking  the  church,  and 
leading  their  lives  in  countries  far  hence)  hath  put  off 
her  flolv:  or  robe  of  pleafure,  and  fallen  to  the  ground, 
bewailing  the  lofs  of  her  widowhood,  and  there  is 
none  among  all  her  friends  and  lovers  that  will  com- 
fprt  her.  Verily,  whiHl  v/e  beheld  this,  and  confidered 
dili*jcni!y.  the  prick  of  pity  did  move  our  bowels, 
aad  tlu:  iword  of  compaffion  did  inwardly  wound  OUJT^ 
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heart  very  fore,  that  we  could  no  longer  diffemble 
fo  great  injury  done  to  our  mother  the  church,  nor 
pafs  the  fame  over  uncorrected. 

'  Wherefore  v/e  command  and  ftri^lly  charge  you, 
that  all  occafions  fet  afide,  you  endeavour  to  re- 
move yourfelf  with  all  poffible  fpeed  unto  your  (lud 
church,  and  there  perfonally  to  execute  the  paftoral 
charge  committed  unto  you  in  the  fame.  Otherwife 
we  will  you  to  know  for  certainty,  that  if  you 
have  not  a  care  to  do  this,  we  will  wholly  take  into 
our  own  h?.nds  all  the  tem.poral  goods  and  whatfoever 
e;lfe  doth  belong  unto  the  barony  of  the  fame  church  ; 
which  for  fi^iritual  exercife  therein  it  is  certain  our 
progenitors  c?iu  of  a  godly  devotion  have  befiowed 
thereupon.  And  fuch  goods  and  duties  which  we 
have  commanded  hitherto  to  be  gathered,  and  fafely 
kept  and  turned  to  the  profit  and  commodity  of  the 
fame  church,  the  caufe  now  ceafing,  we  will  feize 
upon  and  fufTer  no  longer  that  he  fliall  reap  temporal 
things,  which  feareth  not  unreverently  to  withdraw 
and  keep  back  fpiritual  things,  Vv'hereurito  by  office 
and  duty  he  is  botmd,  or  that  he  fliall  receive  any 
profits  which  refufeth  to  undergo  and  bear  ihe  burthen 
of  the  fame. 

^  Witnefs  the  king  at  Hereford,  the  iH  of  June, 
in  the  48th  year  of  our  reign.' 

So  much  for  the  pride  and  covetoufnefs  ;  I  pro- 
ceed next  to  ccnfider  whether  or  no  fome  degree  of 
the  fuperfiiition  and  idolatry  of  Antichrifl:  be  not  alfo 
retained  amiong  our  profcfTed  reformers. 

By  fupeiftition  I  meon  a  ftrenuous  adherence  to 
feveral  of  thofe  things  which  were  inti'oduced  in  the 
tim"  of  Popifli  darknefs  and  apoftacy,  without  any 
authority  from  Scripture.  And  by  their  participating 
of  idolatry,  I  undenland  their  inordinate  and  un- 
judiliable  veneration  of  mere  outward  figns,  iliadowj, 
and  reprefentations. 

Under  the  fiifl  head  I  rank  the  prefent  obfcrvatioa 
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oF  faints  days  among  ihofe  of  the  eilabllfliment,  who 
though  they  have  juflily  thrown  out  the  great  rabble 
of  Romifh  faints  and  faintelTes,  yet  ftill  retain  many 
without  any  authority  from  Scripture;  the  obfervation 
of  which  is  fliil  grofsly  perverted  to  the  purpofes  of 
vice,  idlenefs,  and  the  i.npoveriiliment  of  families,  to 
the  no  fmall  fcandal  of  the  Chriftian  profeffion,  which 
furely  it  were  now  much  better  to  lay  afide,  even  as 
for  this  very  reafon  was  the  celebration  of  the  feafts 
appointed  on  the  days  of  the  deaths  of  the  early- 
martyrs,  being  perverted  to  excefs  and  intemperance, 
in  procefs  of  time,  laid  quite  afide.*  i'o  the  fame 
head  I  refer  their  dedications  of  churches,  and  con- 
fecrations  ot  grounds  and  houfes. 

II.  Though  they  have  in  part  thrown  out  the  holy 
water,  one  Jewihh  rite,  they  have  thought  fit  to  re- 
tain another,  viz.  the  clerical  habits,  which  have 
been  before  fiievv'n  to  be  derived  from  the  Jev's,  and 
were  eilablillied  in  the  times  of  popery,  and  yet  are 
to  this  day  infilled  on  as  eifential.  What  is  this  but 
an  evident  breach  of  gofpel  Hberty,  and  a  relapfe 
into  Jewifn  bondage,  the  New  Teflament  being  en- 
tirely filent  about  thefe  things. 

HI.  Though  they  have  indeed  mofi:  juflly  thrown 
down  the  popifli  altars  as  well  as  images ;  yet  if  we 
impartially  confider  the  degree  of  veneration  paid  by 
them  to  thofe  two  outward  figns  and  {hadows  com- 
monly called  the  facraments,  it  feems  to  fall  very 
fbort  of  idolizing  them. 

That  this  may  appear,  I  oiTer  to  their  confideration, 

I.  That  there  have  been  raifed  more  controverfies 
and  quarrels  (yea  fometimes  excommunications  and 
perfecutions  even  to  bloodlhed),  on  account  of  thefe 
outfide  things,  both  betwixt  Papills  and  Protellants, 
and  among  Proteftants  betwixt  themfelves,  than 
matters  eiT;:iitial  to  the  falvation  of  the  fouls  of  men. 
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Now,  what  are  fuch  vehement  and  inordinate  con- 
tentions  about  luch  things,  but  the  genuine  produ6^s 
of  carnal  minds  preferring  forms,  fiiadows,  and  cir- 
cunillances5^to  the  power,  fubflance,  and  effence  of 
things :  to  the  deftruclion  of  charity,  the  badge  of 
Chriftian  difciplefliip  ? 

II.  The  church  of  Rome  indeed  is  accufed  of 
flagrant  idolatry  in  falling  down  to  wor(hip  a  piece 
of  bread ;  and  the  zeal  and  indignation  of  many  of 
the  lirft  reformers  on  this  occafjon,  is  very  remarks 
able,  fome  of  whom  did  fnatch  the  hoft  out  of  the 
prieft's  hands  and  delliroy  it,  in  order  to  fhew  by  the 
evidence  of  fenfe  the  impotency  of  this  their  new- 
made  god  :  a  method  of  reafoning  that  feems  to  me 
very  juflifiable  from  what  I  fmd  recorded  with  marks  ■ 
of  God's  approbation,  in  the  condu<fl:of  kingHezekiah, 
in  a  cafe  that  feems  to  bear  analogy  to  the  prefent ; 
viz.  when  the  children  of  Ifrael  burnt  incenfe  to  the 
brazen  ferpent  (though  formerly  eredled  by  divine 
appointment^,  he  broke  it  to  pieces,  and  called  it 
by  way  of  contempt,  Nehuflitan,  /.  ^.  a  piece  of  brafs. 
But  to  return. 

The  common  fnare  to  catch  the  firfl:  reformers^  was 
to  ailc  them  what  they  believed  of  the  facrament  of 
the  altar,  and  their  ufual  anfwer,  that  it  was  an  idol, 
fpeedily  condemned  them  to  the  flames.  Now  as  the 
Reformation  had  its  beginning  in  their  thus  bearing 
teilimony  againft  the  fuperflitious,  inordinate,  and  ex- 
travagant regard  paid  to  outward  figns  and  (hadows, 
fo  (liall  it  receive  its  completion,  when  men.  rejefling 
all  vain  confidence  in  thefe  things,  fiiall  embrace  the 
lubftance. 

In  the  mean  time  it  mufi  be  owned  that  many  of 
the  fucceilors  of  the  firfl  reformers,  have  been  fa 
far  deficient  in  this  refpecl,  or  at  ieaft  fo  far  from 
an  harmonious  and  confiftent  conduct  on  this  occalipn^ 
as  to  have  given  too  much  grounds  for  the  following 
farcafm  of  an  adverfary,  viz. 
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The  Papifls  have  a  better  plea 
Than  you,  when  they  adore^t  they  fay 
It  is  no  longer  bread  and  wine. 
Bur  changed  by  the  v/ord  divine 
Into  the  body  of  cur  Lord, 
And  therefore  ought  to  be  ador'd.' 

But  of  the  church  of  England,  he  fays  thus : 

'  Kneehng  when  they  communicate, 
AUhough  it  is  but  bread  they  eat.*  - 

They  do  not  indeed  avow  with  the  Papifls  that  the 
bread  and  wine  is  a  propitiatory  facrifice  for  the  hving 
and  dead,  and  a  means  to  deliver  fouls  out  of  pur- 
gatory; but  yet,  when  bsfides  the  circumftance  of 
kneeling,  enjoined  upon  pain  of  a  deprivation  of 
divers  civil  as  well  as  religious  privileges,  it  is  alfo  made 
a  viaticum  morientinm.  or  palTport  for  dying  fmners ; 
when  (without  authority  from  Scripture)  it  is  dignified 
by  the  tide  of  a  principal  feal  of  the  covenant  of 
grace  ;  and  when  we  are  told  that  the  worthy  re- 
ceivers do  really  and  indeed  feed  on  Chrifl  crucified, 
and  receive  of  his  fullnefs,  and  are  hereby  made 
partakers  of  all  the  benefiis  of  Chrift's  death  to  their 
fpi ritual  nourifliment  and  growth  in  grace  ;  I  pray, 
what  mighty  difference  is  there  between  thefe  things 
and  what  the  Popifli  manual  pronounces  concerning 
their  venerable  facrament  of  the  altar,  viz.  that 
herewith  we  are  nourifhed,  cleanfed,  fandlified,  and 
our  fouls  made  partakers  of  all  heavenly  graces  and 
fpiriruai  benedictions  ?  Is  not  all  this  an  abundant 
evidence  of  an  inordinate  and  fuperfljtious  regard 
paid  hereunto,  and  fuch  as  cannot  be  vrarranted  by 
auihorhy  from  Scripture  ?  Is  not  this  (in  the  words 
of  an  e.nineni  author*)  plainly  attributing  that  to  a 

*  Plain  Accouut  of  the  Sacranient  cf  the  Lord's  Supper,  publi&ed  in 
London,  IJJJ. 
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jlnglc  ceremony,  which,  according  to  the  conflant 
tenor  of  the  New  Teftament,  is  due  only  to  an  uni-  ' 
verfal,  faithful  obfervation  of  the  laws  of  God :  and 
I  add,  to  the  great  damage  of  the  fouls  of  men,  who 
may  be  hereby  betrayed  into  a  dangerous  and  un- 
warrantable confidence  in  thefe  outward  things  ? 
And  how  much  all  this  falls  ihort  of  idolizing  the 
outward  and  vifible  fign,  I  leave  to  the  jtidicious. 

Let  us  next  fee  whether  we  can  entirely  acquit 
them  of  the  fame  error  with  regard  to  water-baptifm. 
I  do  indeed  find  that  the  church  of  Rome  placeth 
infants  dying  unbaptized  in  the  upper  part  of  hell  5 
and  truly  the  baptifm  of  infants  feems  to  have  been 
ihe  genuine  ccnfequence  of  an  opinion  of  its  being 
sbfolutely  neceffary  to  falvation,  whence  their  licenfmg 
of  midwives  to  baptize  children  in  fome  cafes ;  and  they 
afiirm  that  it  maketh  them  children  of  God,  infufeth 
juflifying  grace,  and  allfupernaturai  graces  and  virtues. 
Now  though  I  dare  not  affirm  of  feveral  Proteftants, 
that  they  do  literally  proceed  to  all  thefe  lengths, 
yet  when  v/e  find  that  v/hen  the  child  is  required  to 
•anfwer,  that  by  baptifm  it  was  made  a  child  of  God, 
and  an  inheritor  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven  ;  when 
in  the  onice  for  the  burial  of  the  dead,  over  all  who 
liave  undergone  this  operation,  whether  faints  or 
finners,  thefe  words,  are  pronounced,  '  Forafmiich 
?.s  it  hath  pleafed  God  of  his  great  mercy  to  take 
the  foul  of  our  dear  brother  here  departed  unto  him- 
ftlf,  we  therefore,  kc,  in  fui-e  and  certain  hope  of 
the  refurreclion  to  eternal  life,'  8zc.  But  on  the 
contrary,  if  any  have  not  been  baptized,  he  fliall  not 
have  the  honour  of  this  which  is  called  Ghriftiaii 
burial ;  in  {]iorL,.whci:i  unto  the  ceremony  of  baptifm 
is  peculiarly  annexed  regeneration,  purgation  from 
original  fin,  and  a  fure  and  certain  hope  of  a  happy 
refurrecl^cn,  as  it  feems  to  be  by  the  letter  of  the 
CommoD  Prayer  ;  it  is  obvious  to  remark,  that  what 
the  judicious  author  above  quoted  has  obferved  con-> 
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cerning  the  Lord's  fupper,  is  alfo  juftly  applicable  to 
thefe  accounts  of  baptifm  (in  reality  bin  very  little 
fiiort  of  the  above  mentioned  accounts  which  the 
church  of  Rome  hath  been  pleafed  to  give  of  it),  viz. 
that  this  alfo  is  plainly  attributing  that  to  one  fmgle 
ceremony,  which  the  whole  tenor  of  the  New  Tefta- 
ment  attributes  to  univerfal  holinefs  and  obedience 
to  God's  conjmands,  a  more  efteclual  feal  and  figu 
undoubtedly  of  a  mian's  being  a  child  of  God,  of 
his  fms  being  remitted,  and  a  far  better  ground  for 
a  hope  of  a  happy  refurre^jon  ;  or  in  other  terms, 
that  one  baptifm  whereof  the  New  Teftaaient  fre- 
quently fpeaks,  and  particularly  in  Pet.  iii.  2r. 
"  The  baptifm  which  now  faveth  us  is  not  the  putting 
away  the  filth  of  the  flefn,  but  the  anfwer  of  a  good 
confcience  towards  God,  by  the  refurre£lion  of  Jefiis 
Chrift."  And  Rom.  vi.  that  baptifm  by  w4iich  we 
"  are  buried  with  Chrift  into  death,  that  like  as 
Chrifl:  w^as  raifed  up  from  the  dead  by  the  glory  of  the 
Father,  even  fo  we  fliould  walk  in  newnefs  of  life." 

Such  a  baptifm  feems  mofl  fuirable  to  the  fpirituality 
of  the  new  covenant  difpenfation,  even  the  fubftance, 
for  ever  to  be  magnified  above  ail  the  outward 
wafliings  and  carnal  ordinances  impofed  until  the  lime 
of  reformation,"  Keb.  ix.  lo.  and  whereof  thefe  things 
are  no  more  than  a  ihadow  or  reprefentation,  although 
fo  ftrenuoufly  cried  up  by  the  miniilers  of  the  letter ; 
whilft  all  fuch  as  have  not  undergone  thefe  adminiflra- 
lions  from  their  hands  have  ordinarily  been  by  them 
numbered  among  infidels ;  whereas  the  others  do 
hereupon  (if  w*e  believe  them)  inftantly  commence 

children  of  God,  regenerate  and  heirs  of  everlaiting 
life."  Now  how  far  all  thefe  thins^s  fall  fnorc  of 
idolizing  the  outward  and  vifible  fign,  1  mufi:  alfo 
leave. 

I  proceed  In  the  next  place,  to  confider  the  fcntl- 
jDients  and  pr?.6lice  of  the  men  of  the  eflabliihment, 


46 


INTRODUCTION* 


mih  regard  to  the  call  and  qualifications  of  a  Chriftian 
niiniilry,  and  the  exercife  of  fpiritual  gifts  in  the 
church  :  as  another  important  inftance  of  their  falling 
greatly  lliort  of  the  primitive  pattern. 

It  might  indeed  feem  rafli  to  affirm  that  the  call 
and  qualifications  of  the  miniflry  of  the  eflablifliment 
are  merely  human  and  v/orldly,  feeing  in  the  b^ok 
of  Common  Prayer,  an  efTential  requif^te  to  the  con- 
fLitution  of  a  deacon  is,  that  he  declare  that  he 
believes  he  is  inwardly  moved  of  the  Holy  Ghoil  to 
take  upon  him  that  office  ;  and  that  the  bifhop  in 
the  ordination  of  every  priefh  fays,  '  Receive  the 
Holy  Ghoil,'  whence  undoubtedly  the  ffi-fh  compilers 
of  that  book  mufl  havq  deemed  fuch  qualification 
effential  to  a  Chriftian  miniflry ;  and  indeed  to  fuppofe 
that  they  who  give  and  receive  holy  orders  at  this 
day,  do  it  not  fmcerely,  were  to  fuppofe  them  grofs 
prevaricators  with  God  and  man.  I  fliall  therefore 
fuppofe  them  to  be  fmcere  in  what  they  do ;  but 
then  fhall  beg  leave  to  aik  them,  by  what  authority 
they  have,  to  the  utmoft  of  their  power,  limited  the 
free  and  univerfal  grace  and  Spirit  of  our  Lord  Jefus 
Chrifl  to  themfelves,  and  to  fuch  only  as  ffiall  be 
clothed  with  certain  particular  veilments,  and  have 
ftudied  the  liberal  arts  ? 

Such  limitations  of  the  gifts  of  the  Holy  Spirit^ 
fuch  reflraints  on  the  liberty  of  prophefying,  feem  to 
be  very  remote  from  the  fpirir,  temper,  and  pra6ficc 
of  the  holy  men  recorded  in  the  Old  and  Nev/  Tefla- 
ment :  for  we  read  of  Mofes,  (Numbers  xi. )  that  he 
was  fo  far  from  fuch  a  monopolizing  difpofition,  that 
^vhen  news  was  brought  to  him  that  Eldad  and  Medad 
did  prophefy  in  the  camp,  and  he  was  dcfired  to 
forbid  them,  he  anfwered,  "  Enviefl  thou  for  my 
fake  ?  Would  God  that  all  the  Lord's  people  were 
prophets,  and  that  he  would  put  his  Spirit  upon 
tiiem:"  and  Mofes  himfelf  was  a  keeper  of  ffieep, 
as  well  as  Jacob  and  David-  Eliflia,  a  ploughman; 
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Amc?,  a  herdfmp.n  ;  Peter  and  John,  fimernien ; 
Matthe\T,  atoll-gatherer;  Paul,  a  tent-maker ;  and 
Luke,  a  phyfician  ;  and  though  looked  upon  as  lay- 
people  by  the  priefts  of  thofe  ages,  yet  it  pleafed 
God,  by  the  operation  of  his  Spirit,  not  to  be  hounded 
by  mortal  man,  to  infpire  and  make  of  them  prophets, 
apoftles,  and  cvangehds. 

This  indeed  will  be  eafily  allowed  with  refpecr  to 
thofe  former  ages,  but  is  pitifully  denied  to  later  times ; 
\\-herea3  according  to  mj  fenfe,  it  v;as  the  fame  Spirit 
that  infpired  our  firfl:  reformers,  even  that  wifdom 
which  is  defcribed  to  be  the  Breath  of  the  power  of 
God,  and  a  pure  influence  that  flovreth  from  the  glcrj 
of  the  Almighty,  which  entering  into  holy  fouls, 
maketh  them  friends  of  God  and  prophets (' Wifdoci 
of  Solomon,  vii.  27.)  or  in  other  wc^ds,  that  eternal 
word  of  which  we  read  in  the  Firft  of  John,  which 
took  flefh  in  the  perfon  of  Jefus  Chrift,  who  after- 
wards promifed  to  be  with  his  difciples  to  the  end 
of  the  world ;  which  can  be  no  ctherwife  than  hj 
the  fame  Word  or  Spirit ;  and  accordingly  1  m.ake 
"no  difScuhy  in  believing  that  it  was  this  fame  fpirit 
that  actuated  Waldo,  the  merchant  of  Lyons  above 
mentioned,  and  his  followers,  thofe  early  reformer?, 
and  particularly  (to  return  to  our  pointj  their  teachers, 
though  forae  of  them  were  mechanicks,  as  v/eavers 
and  coblers,  which  when  it  was  ofFered  as  miatter  of 
reproach  to  them,  they  anfwered,  that  they  were 
not  afhamed  of  them  becaufe  they  laboured  with  their 
hands,  according  to  the  example  of  the  apoftles.  Acts 
zx.  34, 

Such  a  Hberty  of  prophefying  h  aifo  through  the 
goodnefs  of  God  revived  and  maintained  in  our  days ; 
and  though  iefs  adapted  to  tickle  the  ears  than  fach 
preachings  as  come  recommended  by  the  decorations 
of  human  art,  yet  herein  alfo  more  ccnforoiable  to 
the  primitive  pattern,  as  well  as  experienced  more 
effecloal  to  the  edification  of  the  hearers ;  (i  Cor.  ii. 
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4,  5.)  and  indeed  the  purity  and  fimplicity  of  the 

do^rines  of  the  gofpel  (now  through  the  bieffing  of 
»  God  no  longer  concealed  in  foreign  languages,  but 
obvious  and  clear  to  an  ordinary  capacity)  fcein 
irore  likely  to  be  preferved  among  men  of  clean 
hearts  and  moderate  underflandings,  than  among 
many  of  thofe  whofe  learning,  not  being  fan(5lified, 
hath  tempted  them  to  corrupt,  under  a  pretence  of 
refining  it. 

Another  indance  oF  gof[')el  liberty  revived,  and 
agreeable  to  the  primitive  example,  though  forbidden 
in  the  national  and  mofl  other  churches,  is  that  of 
prophefying  (or  fpeaking  to  edification,  exhortation, 
and  comfort)  one  by  one,  that  all  might  learn,  and 
all  might  be  comforted.    1  Cor.  xiv.  3,  31. 

1  know  it  wi|^  here  be  alledged,  that  prophefying 
or  preaching  as  a  gift  of  the  lioly  Ghoil,  is  now^ 
ceafed,  together  with  other  extraordinary  operations 
thereof,  as  the  gifts  of  healing  and  tongues.  But  to 
this  I  anfwer.  That  the  gift"  of  prophefying  (i.e.  in 
the  fenfe  of  Paul  the  apofcle,  Speaking  to  men  to 
edification,  exhortation,  and  coir.fort,"  i  Cor.  xiv. 
3,  31.)  is  not  lefs  necefiTary  now  than  in  the  early 
ages  of  the  church,  which  cannot  with-  truth  be 
•  affirmed  of  the  gifts  of  tongues  and  healing ;  tongues, 
by  the  teftimony  of  the  fame  apofllc,  being  for  a 
fign  not  to  them  that  believe,  but  to  them  that 
believe  not  (which  is  applicable  to  the  gift  of  healing) ; 
but  prophefyiiig  ferveth  not  for  them  that  believe 
not,  but  for  them  which  believe."    i  Cor.  xiv.  22. 

And  indeed,  as  I  conceive,  the  only  reafon  why 
^  the  gift  of  prophefying  in  the  above-mentioned  apofto- 
lical  fenfe,  is  not  now  more  diffufed  among  Chriflians, 
or  why  fuch  is  not  now  experienced  to  be  the  ordi- 
nary operation  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  is  carnality  and 
fpiritual  idlenefs  5  the  promife  of  Chriit  to  his  difci'- 
ples,  that  he  would  be  with  them  "  always  even  to  the 
end  of  the  world'*  and  chat     where  two  or  three 
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Xvere  gathered  in  his  name,  he  would  be  in  the  raidflof 
lliem,"  being  not  confined  to  the  days  of  the  apolllesj 
but  gracioufly  experienced  at  this  day  to  be  fulfilled  ; 
even  that  he  is  prefen^  with  them  who  garlier  in  his 
name;  not  as  an  unaftive,  dormant  principle,  but 
powerful  fpirit,  enlightening  their  underftandings, 
warming  their  hearts,  furnifhing  them  with  diverfities 
of  gifts,  and  giving  to  one  the  '  Word  of  wifdom ;  to 
another  faith  ;  to  one  a  docStrine ;  to  another  a  reve- 
lation ;  to  another  a  pfalm,'  &c.  i  Cor.  xii.  and  xiv. 
to  the  glory  of  God  and  edification  of  the  church, 
which  ailurevlly  now  as  in  the  primitive  times,  edifieth 
itfelf  in  love;  Eph.  iv.  i6.  that  fruit  of  the  Spirit, 
that  greateft  of  all  Chriftian  graces,  that  love  of  Chriff, 
v/hich  pofTcffing  the  heart  of  Peter,  the  confequence 
was  to  be  the  feeding  his  fheep.    John  xxi.  i6. 

And  indeed  this  love  of  God  and  the  brethren 
(though  fupplanted  by  the  love  of  this  world  in  a 
human,  carnal,  and  apoflatized  miniftry,  who  have 
made  a  trade  of  the  gofpel,  and  followed'  Jefus  for 
the  loaves  and  fifhes)  is  all  the  encouragement  and 
fupport  fuch  a  miniftry  wants  :  and  as  love  begets 
love,  whatever  outward  fupport  may  be  needful, 
will  be  adminiftered  freely  and  voluntarily  according 
to  the  primitive  pattern ;  Luke  x.  and  though  fuch  a 
miniftry  may  not  enjoy  great  riches  or  revenues,  yet 
as  thefe  are  provocations  to  luxury,  and  mtany  other 
evils,  this  will  be  no  lofs  to  them  as  fpiritual  men, 
but  on  the  contrary,  Icfs  temptation  being  adminiilered, 
in  refpedl  to  the  cares  and  pleafures  of  this  life,  they 
will  be  enabled  to  apply  themfelves  to  tiie  concerns  of 
the  other  with  lefs  dillradion,  and  fhine  as  living 
exam.ples  of  piety  among  the  people  ;  whereas  on  the 
contrary  great  riches  fettled  on  the  miniilry  have  ever 
proved  incentives  to  that  pride,  covetoufnefs,  and 
luxury,  which  has  been  their  difgrace  and  ruin  :  agree- 
able to  the  obfervation  of  the  difference  of  the  ancient 
from  the  modern  times  in  this  refpccl,  viz.  that  wooden 
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chalices  were  attended  by  golden  priefts,  but  golden 
chalices  by  wooden  priefts. 

Having  now  (hewn  that  prophefying  or  preaching 
in  the  Chriftian  church,  both  was  and  is  a  gift  of  the 
Holy  Spirit,  I  am  led  to  confider  more  minutely  the 
praftice  of  that  and  other  a^s  of  devotion  among  the 
profefled  reformers,  as  falling  fhort  of  the  primitive 
precepts  and  .txample :  and  firft  as  to  preaching. 

The  apoflle  exprefsly  teftifieth  "  that  his  fpeech 
and  preaching  was  not  with  enticing  words  of  man's 
wifdom,  but  in  demonflration  of  the  fpirit  and  of 
power,  that  their  faith  fhould  not  ftand  in  the  wifdoni 
of  m.en,  but  in  the,  power  of  God:"  i  Cor.  ii.  4,  5. 
and  that  the  knowledge  of  the  things  fpiritual  where- 
of they  fpoke,  was  not  attained  unto  by  natural 
'wifdom,  but  by  the  revelation  of  the  fpirit,  and  by 
the  fpiritual  man  only,  is  the  plain  tenor  of  the 
contejvt. 

'  But  the  modern  preaching  is  with  enticing  words 
©f  man's  wifdom  ;  and  the  knowledge  of  the  things 
whereof  the  moderns  fpeak  is  acquired  by  ftudy  like- 
any  other  fcience,  and  by  the  mere  natural  man. 

Next,  as  to  praying  and  finging,  the  fame  apoftlc 
faith,  I  will  pray  with  the  fpirit — and  1  will  fmg 
with  the  fpirit" — i  Co.  vix.  15.  Eph.  vi.  18.  and 
Jude  XX.  and  clfewhere  praying  in  the  fpirit,  and  in 
the  Holy  Ghoft:  is  recommended;  and  the  neceffity 
of  the  aiTiftanee  of  the  Spirit,  as  well  as  the  impotence 
of  man  without  it  is  expreffed  in  thefe  Words,  "  the 
Spirit  alfo  hclpeth  our  infirmities :  for  we  know  noE 
what  to  pray  for  as  we  ought,  but  the  Spirit  itfelf 
makcth  interceffion  for  us  with  groanings  that  cannot 
be  uttered. Rom.  viii.  26, 

Now  what  is  complained  of  in  die  exercife  of 
preaching,  praying,  and  fmging,  among  many  of 
the  profefled  reformers,  is  their  neglect  of  this  aflift- 
:;incc,  and  of  that  due  preparation  of  heart  which  is 
acceffary  to  the  performance  of  thcfe  duties,  fo  as  to 
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render  tliem  acceptable  to  God  or  profitable  to 
themfelves. 

-We  fee  no  want  of  fermons,  prayers,  or  fongs,  all 
made  ready  to  be  uttered  at  a  certain  hour  appointed  ; 
but  whether  thefe  be  a  mere  lip-labour,  or  mechanical 
cffufion  of  founds  ;  whether  the  preacher  a6l  the  vain 
orator,  preaching  himfelf  rather  than  Clhrifl  Jefus, 
whether  he  afFe6l  more  to  tickle  the  ears  than  mend 
the  hearts  of  his  hearers  (who  alfo  love  to  have  it  fo 
according  to  the  prophecy,  "  heaping  unto  themfelves 
teachers  having  itching  ears")  2  Tim.  iv.  3.  whether 
they  either  preach,  pray,  or  fmg,  with  the  fpirit, 
trhether  they  really  pray,  or  only  fay  prayers,  is  very 
little  confidered. 

It  is,  however,  the  want  of  this  confideration  that 
is  the  true  reafon  of  the  unfruitfulnefs  of  the  modern 
prayings  and  preachings,  that  too  frequently  appear-^ 
both  among  Papifts  and  Proteflants ;  and  that  their 
afliduity  in  obferving  the  fet  ihours  and  feafons  of 
prayer,  8zc,  has  little  or  no  influence  on  their  lives 
and  converfations,  but  thefe  remain  for  the  moll  part 
as  bad  as  ever.  Men,  finding  it  eafier  to  facrificc 
in  their  own  wills  than  obey  God's  will,  have  multi- 
plied facrifices  without  obedience. 

Now  that  in  this  cafe  it  would  be  both  m.ore  ac- 
ceptable to  God  and  more  profitable  to  men  to  learn 
filence ;  yea,  what  is  more,  that  in  the  view  of 
heaven  the  facrifices  of  fuch  are  no  other  than  an 
officious  and  even  criminal  a£i:ivityj  we  may  learn  from 
the  following  exprefs  declarations  of  God's  will  in 
the  holy  records,  viz.  "  Unto  the  wicked  God  faith, 
what  hafi:  thou  to  do  to  declare  my  ftatutes,  or  that 
ihou  fhouldft  take  my  covenant  into  thy  mouth,  feeing 
thou  hatefi:  inftruction  and  cafieil  my  words  behind 
thee?*'  Pfalm  1.  16,  17.    And  again, 

Rc-ftore  m.e  unto  the  joy  of  thy  falvation,  and 
uphold  me  with  thy  free  fpirit :  then  will  I  teach 
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tianfgreflbrs  thy  ways,  and  finners  ftiall  be  converted 
unto  thee."    Pfalm  h.  12,  13.  Again, 

Thou  defirefl  not  facrifice,  elfe  I  would  give  it; 
thou  dehghtefl  not  in  burnt  offering :  the  facrifices  of 
God  are  a  broken  fpirit :  a  broken  and  a  contrite 
heart,  O  God,  thou  wilt  not  defpife."  Pfalm  li.  16.  17. 

"  The  facrifice  of  the  wicked  is  an  abomination 
to  the  Lord,  but  the  prayer  of  the  upright  is  his 
delight."    Prov.  xv.  8. 

"  To  what  purpofe  is  the  multitudes  of  your  fa- 
crifices unto  me  ?  faith  the  Lord.  When  you  come 
to  appear  before  me,  who  hath  required  this  at  your 
hands,  to  tread  my  courts  ?  Bring  no  more  vain  obla- 
tions :  incenfe  is  an  abomination  unto  me ;  the  new 
moons  and  fabbaths,,  the  calling  of  aflcmblies  I  cannot 
away  v\^ith  :  it  is  iniquity,  even  the  folemn  meeting. 
Wafh  ye,  make  you  clean ;  put  away  the  evil  of 
your  doings  from  before  mine  eyes,  ceafe  to  do  evil, 
learn  to  do  well."    Ifaiah  i.  11,  12,  13.  16,  17. 

To  the  fame  purpofe  is  Ifaiah  Ixvi.  i,  2,  3,  4. 
from  all  which  it  is  evident,  that  for  wicked  men  to 
rufli  into  the  exercifes  of  preaching  and  praying 
without  previoufly  witnefilng  fome  degree  of  that 
power  that  changes  and  cleanfes  the  heart,  is  fo  far 
from  being  acceptable  to  God  that  it  is  cnminai  in 
his  fight;  or  in  other  terms  that  in  this  cafe  filence 
is  preferable  to  fpeaking ;  and  that  contrition  of  fpi- 
rit and  trembling  at  the  word  of  the  Lord  is  far  more 
acceptable  than  the  moft  pompous  (hews  of  devotion  : 
and  if  the  Jews  when  in  captivity  in  Babylon  could 
no  longer  fmg  the  fong  of  the  Lord,  but  chofe  to 
fit  down  and  weep  and  hang  their  harps  on  the 
willows,"  Pfalm  cxxxvii.  furcly  the  analogy  will  hold, 
that  the  like  difpofition  of  mind  is  moft  fuicable  alfo 
to  fuch  whofe  fouls  are  under  the  captivity  of  fm :  ^ 
and  this  is  one  cafe  wherein  filence  is  better  than 
fpeaking:  there  is  yet  another,  viz, 

Men  whom  we  call  good,  in  this  ftate  of  probation 
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and  purgation,  do  fometimes,  without  confcloufnefs 
of  any  crime,  experience  withdrawing^s  of  that  power 
and  fpirit  which  at  other  times  animates  their  fouls  : 
they  are  left  barren  and  impotent,  and  it  feems  very 
confident  with  Divine  wifdom  and  goodnefs  that  it 
fliould  be  fo,  viz.  in  order  that,  being  hiimbled  under 
a  fenfe  of  their  own  weaknefs,  they  might  depend  on 
and  feek  after  God,  a  way  of  fpeaking  (though  much 
out  of  fafliion  among  many  modern  Chriftians,  yet 
very  frequent  in  the  holy  writings.)  In  the  104th. 
Pfalm  we  have  a  beautiful  deicription  of  God's 
power  and  providence  over  the  animals  even  of  an 
inferior  order,  of  \yhich  if  it  be  juftly  faid  in  that 
addrefs  to  Almighty  God,  "  Thefe  all  wait  on  thee 
that  thou  mayfl  give  them  their  meat  in  due  feafon  : 
thou  openefl  thine  hand,  and  they  are  filled  with 
good  :  thou  fendeit  forth  thy  fpirit,  they  are  created 
and  thou  reneweft  the  face  of  the  earth and  on 
the  other  hand,  Thou  hided  thy  face  and  they  are 
troubled,"  they  mufh  hftve  a  very  contra(51:ed  idea  of 
the  Divine  providence  and  goodnefs  who  could  fup- 
pofe  that  it  does  not  at  lead  equally  operate  in  the 
world  of  fpirits  and  rational  fouls  of  men,  as  among 
thofe  creatures  of  an  inferior  order:  and  the  latter 
part  of  the  text  feems  alfo  not  lefs  applicable  to  the 
ftate  of  the  fouls  of  men  in  times  of  languor,  impo- 
tence, and  defertion,  according  to  thefe  Hiyings  of 
the  Pfalmifi:,  "  Thou  didfl:  hide  thy  face  and  I  waq 
troubled  :  and  Oforfake  me  not  utterly."  Pfalm  xxx, 
7.  and  cxix.  8, 

Now  it  is  exprefsly  promifed  that  "  They  who 
wait  on  the  Lord  iliall  renew  their  drength,"  Ifliiah 
xl.  31.  xli.  I,  and  in  the  following  verfe  filence  is 
enjoined  for  this  purpofe :  and  Pfalm  #71.  10.  it  is 
faid     Be  diU  and  know  that  I  am  God.^- 

The  amufem.ents  of  fenfible  objects,  the  didrac^ing 
^arcs  ot  this  life,  and  the  adlivity  of  our  ovrn  imagi- 
aaiious,  are  undoubredly  great  impediments  to  th^ 
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operation  of  the  Divine  Spirit  in  our  minds,  and  not 
iinfrequcntly  drown  the  voice  of  that  eternal  wifdom, 
of  which  the  wife  man  fpeaks  in  the  8th  of  Proverbs, 
and  pronounceth  that  man  blcfled  w^ho  heareth  it, 
watching  daily  at  its  gates,  and  waiting  at  the  pofts 
of  its  doors,*'  wdiicb  furely  he  is  moft  hkely  to  do 
who  is  in  a  flate  of  filence.  Is  it  nut  therefore  juft 
matter  of  furprife,  that  waiting  upon  God  in  filence, 
in  his  worfhip,  fhould  be  treated  with  fuch  contempt 
as  it  hath  even  lately  been  among  fome  profeffing 
great  advancements  in  religion  ? 

This  lyings  me  to  mention  a  third  cafe,  wherein 
filence  may  fometlmes  be  chofen  preferably  to  fpeak- 
ing,  wdiich  1  fhall  exprefs  in  the  words  of  Barclay,  in 
his  1  ith  Propcfition  concerning  worfliip,  viz. 

^  The  meeiing  may  be  good  and  refrclhful,  though 
from  the  fitting  down  to  the  rifmg  up  thereof,  there 
hath  not  been  a  word  as  outwardly  fpoken  ;  and  yet 
the  life  may  have  been  known  to  abound  in  each 
particular,  and  an  inward  growitig  up  therein  and 
tliereby,  yea  fo  as  words  might  have  been  fpoken 
acceptably  and  from  the  life :  yet  there  being  no  ab- 
folute  neceility  laid  upon  any  one  fo  to  do,  all  might 
have  chofen  rather  filently  and  quietly  to  polTefs  and 
enjoy  the  Lord  in  thrmfelves ;  v;hich  is  very  fweet 
and  comfortable  to  xIig  foul,  that  hath  thus  learned 
to  be  gathered  from  all  its  own  thoughts  and  work- 
ings, to  feel  the  Lord  to  bring  forth  both  the  will 
and  the  deed,  which  many  can  declare  by  a  bleffed; 
experience ;  though  indeed  it  cannot  but  be  hard  for 
the  natural  man  to  receive  and  believe  this  dodlrine  ; 
and  therefore  it  muft  be  rather  by  a  fenfible  experi- 
ence, and  by  com.ing  to  make  a  proof  of  it,  than  by 
arguments,  feat  fuch  can  be  convinced  of  this  thing ; 
feeing  it  is  not  enough  to  believe  it,  if  they  coine  not 
alfo  to^  enjoy  and  poffefs  it,*  So  far  Barclay,  who 
moreover  obi'crves  that  this  v/orihip  of  God  in  filence, 
though  very  different  from  the  divers  eftabliflK^d  in^ 
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vented  wotfliips  among  Chriflians,  and  fuch  as  may 
feem  (Irangc  ro  many,  yet  hath  it  been  teftified  of 
and  practiied  by  the  mod  pious  of  all  forts  in  all  ages, 
even  among  feme  of  thofe  that  were  otherwife  over- 
clouded with  the  darknefs  of  popery,  and  particularly 
by  the  myftical  writers,  a  {c£i  generally  eflieemed  by 
all,  and  fo  called  from  their  profeiling  and  pra^ifmg 
thereof,  whofe  books  are  full  of  the  explanation  and 
commendation  of  this  fort  of  worfliip,  where  they 
plentifully  affert  the  inward  introverfion  and  abdrac- 
tion  of  the  mind,  as  they  call  it,  from  all  images  and 
thoughts,  and  the  prayer  of  the  will ;  yea  they  look 
upon  this  as  the  heighth  of  Chriftian  *  perfection. 

To  the  above  infiance  let  me  add  an  account  of  a 
certain  people,  called  a  fe£i:  prevailing  very  much 
among  the  Protellants  of  Germany  and  thofe  of 
Switzerland,  who  call  themfelves  Pietifls,  which  has 
been  left  us  by  a  very  learned  writer  in  his  travels 
to  Italy,f  of  whom  though  he  be  no  admirer,  nor 
indeed  recommends  their  praftice  as  an  example 
worthy  to  be  followed,  yet  as  his  naked  narration  of 
matter  of  fact  feems  well  worthy  of  notice,  and  to  be 
pertinent  to  my  prefent  purpofe  of  fhewing  that  not 
pnly  the  defpifed  people  called  Quakers,  but  many 
Others,  of  diflerent  ages  and  countries^  have  alfo 
both  recommended  and  praflifed  this  worfliip  of 
Almighty  God  in  filence,  I  lhall  here  fubjoin  it, 
viz. 

'  They  pretend  to  great  refinements,  as  to  what 
regards  the  practice  of  Chriftianity,  and  to  obferve 
the  following  rules ;  to  retire  much  from  the  conver- 
fation  of  the  world  :  tq  fmk  themfelves  into  an  entire 
repofe  and  tranquiility  of  mind.  In  this  ftate  of 
filence  to  attend  the  fccret  illapfe  and  flowings  in  of 
^he  Holy  Spirit,  that  may  fill  their  mind^  with  peacq 

*  5?c  Biirclay'a  Apology,  Prop.  ii.  Scil.  i6» 
j  Adciifon 
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and  confolation,  joys,  or  raptures :  to  favour  all  his 
fecret  intimations,  and  give  themfelves  up  entirely  to 
his  condu^:  and-,  direction,  fo  as  neither  to  fpeak, 
move  or  a6i:,  but  as  they  find  his  impulle  on  their 
fouls :  to  retrench  themfelves  within  the  convenien- 
cies  and  neceffities  of  life — to  avoid  as  much  as 
polTible  what  the  world  calls  innocent  pleafures,  left 
they  fhould  have  their  aife6lions  tainted  by  any  fen- 
fuah'ty,  and  diverted  from  the  love  of  him  who  is  to 
be  the  only  comfort,  repofe,  and  delight,  of  their 
whole  beings.' 

I  fliall  conclude  my  recommendation  of  filent 
"worihip,  by  giving  one  particular  exanlple  more  of 
it,  (in  another  country  alfo)  and  of  its  good  efFe^ls, 
viz. 

The  lady  Gnion  in  France,  a  great  promoter  of 
piety  and  virtue,  and  who  was  inltrumental  to  the 
converfion  of  multitudes  of  the  inferior  fort  of  people, 
and  fome  others  in  the  fouthern  parts  of  France,  to 
a  more  religious  and  Chriftian-likc  way  of  living,  and 
who  in  her  writings  taught  and  recommended,  above 
all  things,  the  knowledge  of  pure  and  divine  love 
(whofe  doftrine  the  famous  archbifliop  of  Cambray 
defended,  and  was  thereupon  exiled )  ;  I  fay,  this  lady- 
being  permitted  to  inftrufl:  the  young  women  of  the 
houfe  or  college  of  St.  Cyr,  in  the  ways  of  piety, 
inflead  of  reipeating  a  number  of  prayers  by  rote,  as 
they  had  been  taught,  put  them  Upon  filent  prayer 
and  i/iward  recollection  of  mind  and  thought,  by 
which  they  might  fee  their  own  conditions,  and  what 
they  ftood  in  need  of,  in  order  to  make  them  accept- 
able to  God  ;  and  indeed,  the  good  eiiecLS  of  this 
practice  appeared  in  a  fignal  manner,  in  fctting  them  . 
at  liberty  from  the  captivity  of  their  darling  lufls  ;  for 
whereas  fome  of  thefe  had  been  working  the  ruin  of 
thcirfamilies  by  their  gaming,  and  the  expenfivenefs 
of  their  apparel,  thefe  now  having  their  hearts  di- 
XcCtcd  to  the  Icrv^e  of  more .  amiable  objc^xsi  were 
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brought  ofF  from  the  inordinate  love  of  themfelves 
and  decking  their  bodies,  and  from  affeflations  of 
new  fafhions  and  modes  of  drefs,  and  from  mifpend- 
ing  their  time  at  cards,  dice,  and  other  diverfions  too 
common  among  perfons  of  high  rank  and  quality.'* 

So  much  \i\Ay  fa^ice  concerning  the  worfliip  of 
Almighty  God :  it  feems  next  to  be  of  no  fmall  im- 
portance, to  confider  the  exercife  of  Chriftian  difci- 
pline  in  the  church,  or  rather  the  relaxation  or  lofs 
thereof,  am^ong  the  men  of  the  ellablifhment,  as  an- 
other elTential  defe6l  in  the  reformation. 

With  refpe£l  to  the  celebration  of  mamage,  I 
have  already  hinted  how  much  the  rights  of  parents 
are  daily  violated,  and  the  peace  and  religious  eco- 
nom.y  of  families  deflroyed ;  and  with  regard  to  the 
morals  of  both  clergy  and  laity,  is  there  not  an 
almoft  univerfal  neglefi ?  What  difcipline,  for  inftance, 
is  exercifed  in  the  church  on  fraudulent  dealers,  and 
bankrupts,  drunkards,  whoremongers,  fwearers,  and 
litigious  perfons?  Are  not  fuch  often  entertained  in 
the  body  of  the  church  without  either  expulfion  or 
admonition  ? 

But  what  need  I  dwell  on  this  matter  ?  The  church 
of  England  in  her  liturgy  exprefsly  acknowledgeth 
this  lofs  of  Chrifliian  difcipline,  but  contents  herfelf 
with  wifhing  for  its  reiloration  ;  and  in  the  mean- 
time pronouncing  the  comminations,  on  the  day 
called  Alli-Wednefday,  without  a  direft  application  to 
the  offending  individuals :  which  how  well  it  quadrates 
with  the  apoitolical  precept  in  i  Cor.  v.  on  fuch 
occafions,  as  well  as  Chrifiian  zeal  and  prudence,  1 
offer  to  their  confideration;  andhaflien  to  the  mention 
of  two  more  inftances  of  a  deficiency  in  the  reforma- 
tion, and  thofe  are  fighting  and  fwearing  among 
profeffed  Chriifians,  and  which  I  am  apt  to  think  few 
will  difpute  with  mc,  but  that  they  fhall  ceafe  when 

V 

■  *  ApoJogeric  Preface  to  Archbi!}<op.oi  Cambray'a  piffertation  on  pure  Love, 
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the  prophecy,  that  tile  "  kingdoms  of  this  world  fhall 
become  the  kingdoms  of  the  Lord  and  his  Chrift," 
Rev.  xi.  i5.  {lra)l  btcome  accomplifhed. 

In  the  mean-time,  'it  will  fcarcely  be  denied  that 
becaufe  of  oaths  the  land  mourns ;  nor  that*  it  is  a 
fliameful  thing  and  very  diflionourable  to  the  Chrif- 
tian  religion,  that  thofe,  who  pretend  themfelves  tq 
be  the  true  followers  of  Chrifc,  fhould  fo  degenerate 
from,  his  do^rine  and  example,  as  to  want  and  ufc 
fearing  alTeverations  (not  known  even  to  ancient  Jews 
and  heathens)  to  afcertain  one  another  of  their  faith 
and  truth,  that  religion  mufl  have  fufFered  a  great 
ebb,  and  Chriflianity  a  fearful  eclipfe,  fmce  thofc 
brighter  ages  of  its  profeilion  ;  for  bifhop  Gauden  in 
his  treatife  of  oaths  confeiles  that  the  ancient  Chrif- 
tians  were  fo  ftri£l  and  ej^acl:,  that  there  was  no  need 
t)f  an  oath  among  them;  andfurely,  the  prohibitioii 
of  ChriO:  in  the  5rh  of  Matthew,  comprehends  not 
only  thofe  called  profane  oaths,  but  others;  and  when 
it  is  added,  whatfoever  is  more  than  yea,  yea,  and 
nay,  nay,  coraeth  of  evil,  this  is  applicable  alfo  to 
affeverations  made  before  the' niagiftrate;  for  diflrufl 
;ind  diihmulation  are  the  grounds  of  going  beyond  ^ 
fimple  affirmation  pr  negation  in  both  cafes.'  Noble 
therefore  and  confiflent  both  with  this  and  the  fpirit 
of  the  ancient  Chrifh'ans  feems  to  have  been  the  fol- 
lov/ing  tefdmony  of  the  people  called  Quakers,*  viz. 

'  God  hath  taught  us  to  fpeak  truth  as  readily  with- 
out an  oath  as  with  an  oath,  fo  that  for  us  to  fwear 
were  to  take  God's  holy  name  in  vain.' 

And  that  feveral  of  the  ancient  fathers  did  holdall 
taking  of  an  oath  unlawful,  is  acknowledged  by  Cave 
in  his  Primitive  Chriftialiity — Polycarp  particularly 
rcfufcd  to  fwear  becaufe  he  was  a  Chriflian  :  and  we 
are  ailured,  as  a  thing  well  known,  that  'the  ancieni; 

*  Trcaiifc  of  Oaths pu'^liflied  inlu-half  of  the  people  called  Qil^^ers; 
A.  P.  i675' 
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fathers  of  the  firft  three  hundred  years  after  Chrirt:, 
iinderftood  the  words  of  Chrifl  to  be  a  prohibition* 
oF  all  forts  of  oaths.'  And  one  of  the  popes  of  the 
fifth  or  fixth  century,  is  faid  to  have  been  the  firft 
author  of  the  rnftitution  of  fwearing  by  the  gofpeJ,  fo 
that  the  prefent  eftablifliment  of  oathi^j  among  Chrifl 
tians,  fliould  feem  to  deferve  a  place  among  other 
innovations  and  corruptions  of  popery. 

Next,  as  to  fighting ;  there  are  two  exprefs  pro- 
phefies,  viz.  of  the  fame  event,  uttered  in  the  firnc 
words  by  two  different  prophets,  the  completion  of 
which  we  are  furely  to  expe^  in  thcfc  gofpel  times, 
viz. 

"  Nation  fhall  not  lift  up  fword  againft  nation, 
neither  fliall  they  learn  war  any  more:'  Ifa.  ii.  4.  and 
Micah  iv.  3.  Which  prophefies  the  ancient  fathers 
of  the  firft  three  hundred  years  after  Chrift  did  affirm 
to  be  fulfilled  in  the  Chriflians  of  their  times  who 
Were  moft  averfe  from  war.  Agreeable  to  this  arc 
the  words  of  the  Chriftians  in  Juftin  Martyr,  viz. 
*  We  fight  not  with  our  enemies,'  and  the  anfwer  of 
Martin  to  Julian  the  apoflate  related  by  Sulpicius 
Severus,  'I  am  a  foldier  of  Chrift,  therefore  I  can- 
not fight,*  which  was  three  hundred  years  after 
Chrift.f  And  as  the  true  caufes  of  wars  and  fight- 
ings according  to  the  apoftle,  (James  iv.  i.)  are  the 
lufts  of  men,  an  obvious  confequeuce  is,  that  when 
thefe  ftiall  be  fubdued  and  mortified,  wars,  their  effefl, 
-    (hall  ceafe. 

It  fcems  to  be  ftrongly  hinted,  even  in  the  Old 
Teftament,  that  there  is  fomething  of  a  defiling  nature 
in  the  fpilling  of  human  blood  ;  for  this  is  alleged 
under  Divine  fanction,  as  areafon  why  David  was  a 
perfon  unfit  to  build  the  houfe  of  the  Lord  ;  for  we 
reiid  that  the  word  of  the  Lord  came  to  David,  faying^ 

Thou  ilialt  not  build  an  houfe  unto  my  name,  be 


*  BiircLiy's  Apology,  Frcp.  15. 


t  Ibid. 
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caufe  thou  haft  fhed  much  bipod  upon  the  earth  in  my 
light."     I  Chron.  xxii.  8. 

The  fame  fentiment,  concerning  fpilling  of  blood, 
fecms  alfo  to  have  been  entertained  even  among  the 
heathens ;  for  whereas  divers  of  the  fathers  held 
fighting  unlawful  to  Chriftians,  particularly  Juftin 
Martyr,  1  ertullian  and  Origen  ;  the  laft  of  thefe  in 
his  anfwer  to  Celfus  upon  this  fubjefl,  fpeaks  thus, 
*  Your  own  priefts  and  thofe  who  belong  to  your 
temples,  keep  their  hands  from  being  defiled  with 
blood,  by  reafon  of  the  facrifices  they  mufl  oflTer,  with 
unbloody  and  unpolluted  hands,  to  thofe  you  eftecm 
your  gods ;  and  when  ye  go  to  war,  ye  never  take  of 
the  prieftly  order  for  foldiers/ 

If  then  ye  heathens  faw  thus  far,  furely  we  by  the 
help  of  gofpel-light  fhould  fee  farther:  for  my  parti 
do  not  fee  how^  the  method  of  determining  contro- 
verfies  by  fighting  is  reconcileable  to  reafon ;  for 
furely  the  righteous  caufe  is  ivot  always  a  neceffary 
concomitant  of  the  loiigeft  fword  ;  and  much  lefs  do  I 
fee  how  the  reparation  of  injuries  received  is,  by  this 
method,  reconcileable  to  the  following  fublime  pre- 
cepts, recommended  to  the  pra6lice  of  all  Chriftians, 
viz.  '  See  that  none  render  evil  for  evil  to  any  man, 
and  overcome  evil  with  good,  and  love  your  enemies, 
blefs  them  that  curfe  you.  Sec,  that  ye  may  be  the 
children  of  your  Father  which  is  in  heaven.'  iThelT, 
V.  15.    Rom.  xii.  21.    Mat.  v.  44,45, 

From  all  v/hich  I  conclude,  that  wars  and  figl^tings 
are  an  effedi:  of  the  corruption  of  mankind,  another 
ftrung  inftance  of  the  deficiency  of  the  reformation, 
and  (hall  entirely  ceafe  among  Chriftians,  when  they 
fhall  arrive  at  that  ftandard  of  purity  and  perfeclipa 
Tihich  is  prefcribcd  to  them  in  the  gofpel. 

I  have  now  but  one  thmg  more  to  take  notice  of, 
before  I  conclude  this  my  introdii<Si:ion  to  the  Hiftory 
of  ihc  People  called  (Quakers,  and  that  is  the  difpofi- 
tion  of  the  age  at  that  junccure  of  time,  when  this 
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people  made  their  firft  appe^iraoce  in  the  world,  as 
being  one  confiderable  co-optrating  means  of  making 
way  for  the  reception  of  their  doctrines. 

*  The  true  church/  in  the  words*  of  WilhamPenn, 
having  fled  into  the,  wiidernefs,  did  at  length  make 
many  attempts  to  return,  but  the  waters  had  yet  been 
too  high  and  her  way  blocked  up,  and  the  lafl:  age 
did  make  confiderable  ad\*^nces   to  a  reformation 
both  as  to  doclrine,  worihip,  and  practice.  But 
practice  quickly  failed,  for  in  a  little  time  wickednefs 
flowed  in  as  well  amiong  the  reformers  as  thofe  they 
reformed  from.,  fo  that  by  the  fruits  of  converfation 
they  were  not  to  be  diftinguiflied.    And  the  children 
of  the  reformers,  if  not  the  reformers  themfelves, 
betook  themfelves  very  early  to  earthly  policy  and 
power  to  uphold  and  carry  on  their  reformation  that 
had  begun  by  fpiritual  v/eapons, -which  feems  to  have 
been  one  of  the  greatefl  reafons  why  the  reformation 
made  no  better  progrefs,  as  to  the  life  and  foul  of 
religion.   For  whilft  the  reformers  were  lowly  and 
fpiritually  minded,  and  trufled  in  God,  and  looked 
to  him,  and  lived  in  his  fear,  and  confulted  not  with 
flefh  and  blood,  nor  fought  deliverance  in  their  own 
way,  there  were  daily  added  to  the  church  fach  as 
one  might  reafonably  fay  fhould  be  faved  :  for  they 
were  not  fo  careful  to  be  fafe  from  perfection,  as  to 
be  faithful  and  incffenfive  under  it,  being  more  con- 
ccrned  to  fpread  the  Truth  by  their  faith  and  patience 
in  tribulation,  than  to  get  the  worldly  power  out  of 
their  hands  that  inRiifled  thofe  fufFerings  upon  them. 

*  Thofe  before  mentioned,  owned  the  fpirit,  infpi- 
ration  and  revelation  indeed,  and  grounded  their 
reparation  and  reform.ation  upon  the  fenfe  and  under- 
ftanding  they  received  from  it  in  reading  the  Scrip- 
tures. But  yet  there  was  too  much  of  human  inven- 
tion, tradition  and  art  that  remained  both  in  praying 

*  Rife  and  Progrefs  of  the  People  called  Quaker^. 
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and  pfcachlrig,  and  of  worldly  authority  and  worldly 
greatnefs  in  their  minifters. — They  were  more  ftri6t 
in  preaching,  devout  ill  praying,  and  zealous  fof 
keeping  the  Lord's  day,  and  catechizing  of  children 
and  fervants,  and  repeating  at  home  in  their  families 
what  they  had  heard  in  public.  But  even  as  thefe 
grew  into  power*  they  were  not  only  for  whipping 
fome  out,  but  others  into  the  temple :  and  they  ap- 
peared rigid  in  their  fpirits,  rather  than  fevere  in  their 
lives,  and  more  for  a  party  than  for  piety :  which 
brought  forth  another  people,  that  were  yet  more 
retired  and  felect. 

'They  would  not  communicate  at  large,  or  in 
common  with  others ;  but  formed  churches  among 
themfelves  of  fuch  as  could  give  fome  account  of 
their  converfion  ;  at  leaft,  of  very  promifmg  experi- 
ences of  the  work  of  God's  grace  upon  their  hearts ; 
and  under  mutual  agreements  and  covenants  of  fel- 
lowfliip,  they  kept  together*  Thefe  people  \vere 
fomewhat  of  a  fofter  temper,  and  feemed  to  recom- 
mend religion  by  the  charms  of  its  love,  mercy,  and 
goodnefs^  rather  than  by  the  terrors  of  its  judgments 
and  punifliment ;  by  which  the  former  party  would 
have  awed  people  into  religion. 

^  They  alfo  allowed  greater  liberty  to  prophecy 
than  thofe  before  them  ;  for  they  admitted  any 
member  to  fpeak  or  pray,  as  well  as  their  paftor, 
"whom  they  always  chofc,  and  not  the  civil  magiftrate. 
If  fuch  found  any  thing  preffing  upon  them  to  either 
duty,  even  without  the  didindlion  of  clergy  or  laity, 

i)erfons  of  any  trade  had  their  liberty,  be  it  never  fo 
ow  and  mechanical.  But  alas !  even  thefe  people 
fuffered  great  lofs  :  for  tailing  of  worldly  empire^ 
and  the  favour  of  princes,  and  the  gain  that  cnfued^ 
they  degenerated  but  loo  much.  For  though  they 
had  cried  down  national  churches  and  miniftry,  and 
maintenance  too  ;  some  of  them,  when  it  was  their 
own  turn  to  be  iriedj  fell  under  the  weight  of  worldlj 
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kof>our  and  advantage,  got  into  profitable  parfonages 
too  much,  and  outlived  and  contradi6ted  their  own 
principles :  and,  which  was  3'et  worfe,  turned,  fomd 
of  them,  abfolute  perfecutoru  of  other  men  for  God's 
fake,  that  but  fo  lately  came  themfelves  out  of  the 
furnace :  which  drove  many  a  flep  farther,  and  that 
was  into  the  water ;  another  baptifm,  as  believing 
they  were  not  fcriptttrally  baptized ;  and  hoping  to) 
find  that  prefence  and  power  of  God  in  fiibmiuing 
to  this  watery  ordinance,  which  they  defired  and 
wanted. 

'  Thefe  people  made  alfo  profeffion  of  negle£ling, 
if  not  renouncing  and  cenfuring,  not  only  the  necef- 
fity  but  ufe  of  ail  human  learning  as  to  the  miniftry  ; 
and  all  other  qualifications  to  ir,  befides  the  helps 
and  gifts  of  the  Spirit  of  Ged,  and  thofe  natural 
and  common  to  men.  And  fot  a  time  they  feemed 
like  John  of  old,  a  burning  and  a  fhining  light  to 
other  focleties. 

*  They  were  very  diligent,  plain,  and  ferious ; 
ftrong  in  Scripture,  and  bold  in  profefTion  ;  bearing 
much  reproach  and  contradiction.  But  that  which 
others  fell  by,  proved  their  fnare.  For  \vorldly 
power  fpoiled  them  too ;  who  had  enough  of  it  to 
try  them  what  they  would  do  if  they  had  more  :  and 
they  rcfted  alfo  too  much  upon  their  watery  difpen- 
fatiou,  inflead  of  paffing  on  more  fully  to  that  of  the 
fire  and  Holy  Ghoft,  which  was  his  baptifm,  who 
came  with  a  fan  in  his  hand,  that  he  might  throughly 
(and  not  in  part  only)  purge  his  fioor,  and  take  away 
the  drofs  and  the  tin  of  his  people,  and  make  a  man 
finer  than  gold.  Withal,  they  grew  high,  rough, 
end  felf-righteous  ;  oppofmg  further  attainment :  too 
much  forgetting  the  day  of  their  infancy  and  litde- 
tiefs,  which  gave  them  fomething  of  a  rea  beauty; 
infomuch  that  many  left  them  and  all  vifible  churches 
and  focieties,  and  wandered  up  and  down,  as  fheep 
without  a  ibephcrd^  and  as  doves  w  thout  their 
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mates ;  feeking  their  beloved,  but  could  not  find  him 
(as  their  fouls  defired  to,  know  him)  whom  their  foul 
loved  above  their  chiefefl  joy. 

^  Thefe  people  were  called  Seekers  by  fome,  and 
the  Family  of  Love  by  others :  becaufe,  as  they  came 
to  the  knowledge  of  one  another,  they  fometimes 
met  together,  not  formally,  to  pray  or  preach  at  ap- 
pointed times  or  places,  in  their  own  wills,  as  in 
times  pafl  ihey  were  accailomed  to  do ;  but  waited 
together  in  filence,  and  as  any  thing  rofe,  in  any  one 
of  their  minds,  that  they  thought  favoured  of  a  Di- 
vine fpring,  they  fometimes  fpoke.  But,  fo  it  was, 
that  fome  of  them  not  keeping  in  humility  and  in  the 
fear  of  God,  after  the  abundance  of  revelation^  were 
exalted  above  meafure  ;  and  for  want  of  flaying  their 
minds,  in  an  humble  dependance  upon  him  that 
opened  their  underftandings,  to  fee  great  things  in 
his  law,  they  ran  out  in  their  own  imaginations,  and 
mixing  them  with  thofe  Divine  openings,  brought 
forth  a  monftrous  birth,  to  the  fcandal  of  thofe  that 
feared  God,  and  waited  daily  in  the  temple,  not  made 
with  hands,  for  the  confolation  of  Ifrael,  the  Jew  in- 
ward, and  circumcifion  in  Spirit/ 

Thus  it  appears  that  the  fields  were  now  ripe  unta 
the  harveft ;  and  as  the  fame  author  proceeds,  '  It 
was  about  that  very  time^  as  you  may  fee  in  the  annals 
of  George  Fox,  that  the  eternal,  wife,  and  good 
God  was  pleafed,  in  his  infinite  love  to  honour  and 
vifit  this  benighted  and  bewildered  nation  with  his 
glorious  day-fpring  from  on  high ;  yea  with  a  mod  fure 
and  certain  found  of  the  word  of  light  and  life,  through 
the  teflimony  of  a  chofen  velTel,*  to  an  eifedual  and 

*  /.  e.  George  Fox,  whofe  character  it  thus  given  xis  by  William  Penn  and 

Thomas  lillwood,  from  an  intimate  acquaintance  and  converfatlon  with 
him,  viz.  '  He  v^ras  the  firft  and  chief  elder  in  this  age ;.  a  man  though  not 
of  elegant  fpcech  or  learned  '^ftcr  the  way  of  this  world,  yet  endued  with  a 
wonderful  depth  in  Divine  knowledge;  and  although  his  expreflions  might 
fcein  uncouth  and  unfaihionable  to  nice  ears,  his  matier  was  neverthelcfs 
very  profound;  and  as  abruptly  and  brokenly  r.s  fomcfimes  hi.  fentenccf 
£bout  Divine  things  would  fecm  to  fnll  fr»m  him,  it  is  well  kmvin  thej 
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bleffed  pnrpofe,  can  many  thoufands  fay,  Glory  be 
the  name  of  the  Lord  for  ever. 

*  For  as  it  leachcd  the  confcience,  and  broke  the 
heart,  and  brought  many  to  a  fcnfe  and  fearch,  fo 
that  which  people  had  been  vainly  fecking  without, 
with  much  pains  and  coil,  they  by  this  miniftry, 
fbund  within,  where  it  was  they  wanted  what  they 
fought  for,  viz.  the  right  way  to  peace  with  God. 
For  they  were  diredled  to  the  light  of  Jefus  Chrifl 
within  them,  as  the  feed  and  leaven  of  the  kingdom 
of  God  ;  near  all,  becaufe  in  all,  and  God's  talent  to 
all :  a  faithful  and  true  witnefs,  and  jufi:  monitor  in 
every  bofoui  :  the  gift  and  grace  of  God  to  life  and 
falvation,  that  appears  to  all,  though  few  legard  it. 

tvere  as  texts  to  many  fairer  declarations ;  and  indeed  this  fhcwed  that  God 
fent  him,  that  no  art  or  parts  had  any  fhare  in  the  matter  or  manner  of  his 
miniftry,  and  that  fo  many  great  and  excellent  truths,  as  he  came  forth  to 
preach  to  mankind,  had  nothing  of  man's  wit  or  wifdom  to  recommend 
them  ;  nor  were  thefe  truths  no'ional  or  fpeculative,  hut  fenfiblc  and 

radical,  tending  to  converfion  and  regeneration,  and  the  fetting  up  the 

ingdom  of  God  in  the  hearts  of  men. 

He  was  a  dil'cerner  of  other  men's  fplrits,  and  very  much  a  mafter  of  hi* 
own  :  he  had  an  extraordinary  gift  in  opening  the  Scriptures ;  but  above 
all,  he  excelled  in  prayer  :  the  inwardnefs  and  weight  of  his  fpirit,  the: 
reverence  and  folemnity  of  his  addrefs  and  behaviour,  an.l  the  fewnefs  and 
fuUncfs  of  his  words  have  often  flruck  even  ftrangers  With  admiration,  as 
they  ufed  to  reach  others  with  confolation. 

He  was  an  inceffant  labourer  both  in  dodlrine  and  in  difcipline,  the  care 
of  the  churches  being  much  upon  him  ;  and  as  he  wa«  unwearied,  fo  he  was 
undaunted  in  his  fervices  lor  God  and  his  people,  being  no  more  to  be  moved 
to  fear  than  to  wrath. 

hie  fuffered  abundantly,  not  only  from  ftrangers,  but  from  fome  of  th* 
fame  profellion,  and  (which  was  not  the  lead  parr,  of  his  honour)  he  was 
the  common  butt  of  the  envy  of  all  apoflates,  whofe  good  notwithftanding 
he  earneftly  fought. 

He  held  his  place  in  the  church  of  God  with  great  meckne'^s  and  a  moft 
engaging  humility  and  moderation,  being  on  all  occafions  ( like  his  bleffed 
Mailer,)  a  fervant  to  all,  exercifing  no  authority  but  over  evil,  and  that 
every  where  and  in  all,  but  with  love,  compaffion,  and  long  fuffen'ng. 

He  was  found  in  judgment,  able  and  ready  in  g  v  ng  difcrect  in  keeping, 
counfcl  :  of  an  innocent  life,  no  bu  y  body,  nor  Icit-ie  ker,  not  rouchy  nor 
critical;  very  tender  and  companionate  to  all  und_r  afHidion  ;  a  mf  ft  nier* 
ciful  man,  as  ready  to  forgive  as  unapt  to  r^hc  or  give  offence;  very  civil, 
beyond  all  forms  of  breeding,  in  his  behaviour  ;  very  teniperacc,  eating  little, 
and  flecping  lefs. 

Thus  he  lived  and  fojourned  among  us,  and  as  he  lived,  fo  he  died;  and 
in  his  laft  moments  was  fo  full  of  alTurance  that  he  triumphed  over  death.* 

♦  See  Penu't  Rife  artd  Frogrer*.  ike.  an(^  EiKvood's  Tcflijnony  of  George  Fox  prefixed  to 

hi*  Journal, 
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This,  the  traditional  Chriftian,  conceited  of  himfelf, 
-and  ftrong  in  his  own  will  and  righteoufnefs,  and 
overcome  with  blind  zeal  and  paffion,  either  defpifed 
as  a  low  and  common  thing,  or  oppofcd  as  a  novelty, 
under  many  hard  names,  and  opprobrious  terras ;  dt- 
nying  in  his  ignorant  and  angry  mind,  any  frefh 
manifeflation  of  God's  power  and  fpirit  in  man,  in 
thefe  days,  though  never  more  needed  to  make  true 
Chriftians :  not  unlike  thofe  Jews  of  old,  that  rejec- 
ted  the  Son  of  God,  at  the  very  fame  time  that  they 
blindly  profefTed  to  wait  for  the  MefTiah  to  come  j 
becaufe,  alas,  h-e  appeared  not  among  them  according 
to  their  carnal  mind  and  expeclation.' 

And  as  it  was  one  great  and  principal  diftingiiifliing 
bufmefs  of  the  people  called  Quakers  (at  a  time  of 
luch  high  profellion  as  that  was,  when  they  made 
their  firil  appearance  in  the  world)  to  call  men  off 
from  an  acquiefcence  in  the  mere  hi  (lory  and  letter 
-of  the  Scripture,  without  experiencing  the  fpirit  and 
.myftery  thereof;  or  in  other  terras,  to  fliake  hypo- 
critical profeffors,  in  their  vain  confidence  in  the  mere 
belief  of  what  Chrifl:  did  without  them  in  refpedl  to 
his  life,  doctrines,  miracles,  and  fufferings  (matters 
.of  faith,  undoubtedly  of  great  importance,  and  necef- 
fary  to  be  affented  to,  and  moft  gratefully  acknow- 
ledged, but  without  a  further  work  fo  far  from  being 
effectual  to  falvatioUj  that  doubtlefs  the  revelation  of 
{hefe  truths  will  aggravate  the  condemnation  of  the 
impenitent),  and  to  awaken  their  attention  to  the  in- 
ward appearance  of  the  fame  Chrifl:  in  their  own 
iiearts ;  to  republifli  to  the  world  faith  in  Chrifl,  not 
only  as  fitting  in  power  and  great  glory  at  the  right 
hand  of  the  Majefly  in  heaven,  according  to  the 
teftimony  of  holy  writ,  but  alfo  as  the  light  of  the 
world  according  to  the  fame  teftimony,  and  that  men 
^'  fhoiild  believe  in  the  light  that  they  might  be  the 
children  of  the  light,"  John  xii.  36.  according  to  the 
precept  of  Chrill ;  and  that  there  is  a  divine  cfEcacy 
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tti  this  light  to  make  men  fons  of  God,  according  to 
ihe  firft  chapter  of  John  the  Evangelift :  now  I  fay, 
as  this  was  the  diflinguifliing  reftimony  of  the  people 
called  Quakers,  io  there  are  not  wholly  wanting 
among  fome  of  the  writers  oF  thofe  times  inftances  of 
a  concurrence  herewith.  It  (Iiall  fufEce  for  this  pur- 
pofe  to  tranfcribe,  a  fingle  inftance,  being  a  fhort 
cxtra£l:  from  two  fermons  preached  at  Allhallows  in 
Lombard-ftreet  in  the  year  1654,  by  John  Webder, 
viz. 

*  It  is  not  holding  forth  the  highefl  profefTion  or 
Ghriftj  in  the  letter,  that  makes  us  free,  except 
Chrift  come  into  the  heart  and  make  us  free  indeed. 
The  chief  thing  that  every  foul  is  to  mind,  in  reading 
and  hearing,  is  to  examine  whether  the  fame  thing 
be  wrought  in  them.  Whatever  we  find  in  the  letter, 
if  it  be  not  made  good  in  us  what  arc  the  v/ords  to 
us  ?  We  muft  fee  how  ChriO:  is  crucified  and  buried 
in  us,  and  how  he  is  rifen  and  raifed  from  death  in 
us  ;  the  chief  thing  1  fay  is  to  look  into  our  owii 
breads.  All  generally  that  hold  forth  a  profellion  of 
Chrift,  they  fay  in  words,  that  Chrift  is  the  deliverer^ 
but  that  is  not  the  thing ;  is  he  a  deliverer  to  thee  ? 
is  that  glorious  Meffiah  promifed  and  the  deliverer 
with  power,  come  into  thy  foul  ?  hath  he  exalted 
himfelf  there  ?  hath  he  made  bare  his  arm  and  been 
a  glorious  conqueror  in  thee  ?  hath  he  taken  to  him- 
felf his  great  power  to  reign  in  thee  ?  is  he  King  of 
kings  and  Lord  of  lords  in  thee  ?  Whatever  thoU 
talkeft  of  Chrift  and  his  miracles,  if  thou  haft  no  wit- 
nefs,  no  evidence  of  the  truth  of  them  in  thine  own 
heart,  what  is  ali  that  ever  he  did,  and  what  is  all 
that  ever  he  fuftcred  to  ihee  ?  It  may  be  thou  mayeft: 
have  a  notion  and  opinion  of  the  things  of  God,  and 
thou  haft  them  by  hiftory  and  by  reUtion,  or  education, 
or  example,  or  ciiftom,  or  by  tradition,  or  becaufe 
moft  men  have  received  them  tor  truths :  but  if  thou 
haft  no  evidence  of  his  mu;hiy  miracles  and  God-like 
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power  In  thy  own  foul,  how  canft  thou  be  a  witncfs 
that  they  are  the  things  that  thou  haft  feen  and 
heard?  for  all  thofe  outward  things  are  but  fhadows 
and  reprefentations,  figures  and  patterns  of  the  hea- 
venly things  thcmfelves.  Thou  mayefl  have  a  ftrong 
opinion,  but  no  experience  of  them,  viz.  that  Chriil 
hath  freed  and  delivered  thy  foul. — Haft  thou  really 
feen  thyfelf  in  captivity,  deaf,  dumb,  blind,  and  lame  ? 
Gh  that  men  were  but  come  to  this  condition,  to  be 
fenfible  of  their  raifery !  Oh  then  what  mourning, 
what  hanging  of  their  harps  upon  the  willows,  and 
fitting  by  the  rivers  of  Babylon,  and  crying  out,  how 
fliall  we  fmg  the  Lord's  fong  in  a  ftrange  land  ?  Till 
they  have  deliverance  they  cannot  but  mourn,  and 
who  can  deliver  them,  but  the  Lion  of  the  tribe  of 
Judah  ?  To  fuch  a  foul  only  Chrift  is  precious :  others 
may  talk  of  him  and  make  a  great  profeffion  of  him, 
but  they  cannot  love  him  till  he  be  Immanuel  and 
Saviour  in  them.  Forms  and  ordinances  cannot  be 
the  reft  of  a  Chriftian,  becaufe  they  may  be  ufed  and 
lived  in,  and  admired  and  prized,  whilft  thofe  that  ufe 
them  may  be  carried  away  with  divers  lulls.  Thus 
may  not  one  be  dipt  and  receive  water -baptifm  and 
yet  be  a  forcerer  ?  Was  not  Simon  Magus  fo  ?  May 
not  one  be  at  breaking  of  bread  with  Chrift,  and  yet 
be  a  devil  ?  Yes,  for  fo  was  Judas.'  So  far  Webftcr. 
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T.  J.  HE  Reaf?er  is  defired  to  excufc  the  diverfity  of  ftyle  that 
occurs  in  different  parts  of  this  work  ;  for  which  it  is  hoped  the 
following  reafons  will  fufficlently  apologize  III.  The  foregoing 
part  of  the  Hiltory  to  the  year  1700,  having  been  compiled  for 
the  moft  part  by  the  perfon  mentioned  in  the  title-page,  it  was 
deemed  moft  expedient  to  publilh  it  in  his  own  words  ;  and  2dly, 
in  order  that  the  oenuine  fenfe  of  the  authors,  of  divers  narrations 
and  epiftles,  might  be  faithfully  conveyed  to  pofterity,  their  own 
words  are  alfo  retained  in  their  native  fimplicicy. 

IT.  Order  of  time,  with  refped  to  the  accounts  of  the  convince- 
ment  and  fervices  of  many  eminent  minifters  and  elders,  hath  not" 
been  always  obferved,  becaufe  of  the  compiler's  defign  to  place 
thefe  things  together  in  one  view,  v/ith  the  telHmonies,  or  charadlers 
giveo  of  them  at  their  deceafe,  where  this  could  be  conveniently 
done. 

III.  It  IS  but  doing  juftlce  to  many  other  worthy  minlders  and 
ciders,  of  whom  nothing  in  particular  is  related  in  the  following 
Hiftory,  to  acknowledge  that  their  memoirs  are  as  honourable  as 
thofe  of  whom  particular  accounts  have  been  given,  and  their 
fervices  oftentimes  were  as  great,  although  partly  through  the 
gieat  modc/ly  of  the  perfons  concerned,  and  partly  through  the 
jjeglecfl  of  others,  no  record  was  pieferyed  of  them. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

From  the  firfi  appearmce  of  this  People  in  Ireland^  to 
the  fettlement  of  church- difcipUne  among  them  in  the 
year  1669;  ivherein  is  given  an  account  of  the  firft 
miniftring  Friends  zvho  vijtted  Ireland,  and  their 
labours  in  the  gofpel ;  (and  particularly  of  William 
Edmundfon )  ;  of  the  fufferinp  and  hard/hips  they 
underwent ;  the  effects  of  their  labours  in  the  con- 
vine  erne  72t  of  many  ;  and  the  firfi  fettlement  of  particu- 
lar meetings^  and  of  provincial<^  monthly  and  national 
meetings. 

It  feemed  good  to  -a  half  year's  meeting  affembled 
in  Dublin,  in  the  Third  month  1700,  that  a  faithful 
narrative  fhouM  be  preferved  and  tranfmitted  to  future 
generations,  of  what  great  things  the  Lord  had  done 
for  a  people  within  the  compafs  of  forty-five  years 
then  paft,  and  not  out  of  the  memory  of  fome  elders 
then  living.  Accordingly  fuch  a  narrative  was  by 
their  advice  compiled,  being  coUecled  from  divers 
authentick  papers  and  certificates,  from  whence  the 
following  account  was  drav/n  by  Thomas  Vv^ighr,  of 
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Cork,  a  worthy  elder,  wbofe  characfler  is  given  in  due 
courfe  of  time  in  the  following  hiftory. 

It  is  true,  William  Sewel  did,  in  the  year  1722, 
publifli  a  general  hiftory  of  this  people,  who  (m  his 
own  words)  '  began  to  take  heed  to  a  divine  convic- 
tion in  the  confcience,  and  preached  unto  others  the 
docflrine  of  an  inward  light  v/herewith  Chrift  had  en- 
lightened man,  and  in  the  latter  end  of  the  time  of 
king  Chfirles  I.  began  to  increafe  in  number,  and  be- 
came a  feparate  foolery  among  men,  diftinguifhed  by 
the  fcornful  appellation  of  Quakers,'  for  an  account 
of  whofe  particular  do6lrines  the  reader  is  referred 
to  Barclay's  Apoh^gy. 

The  prefent  undertaking  may  therefore  perhaps  be 
prejudged  by  fome  as  fuperfluous :  neverthelefs,  as 
divers  occurrences  have  h.ippened  peculiar  to  Ireland, 
both  before  the  year  1703  whtn  the  aforefaid 
Thomas  Wight  finifhed  his  account,  and  through  a 
feries  of  years  to  ihe  prt  ftnt  time,  and  fuch  as  feemed 
worthy  of  obfervation  as  matters  of  inftruflion  and 
edification,  the  co!le(frions  of  Thomas  Wight  have 
been  revifed  and  improved  by  fume  important  ad- 
ditions, particularly  of  feveral  epilHes,  teftimonies, 
or  characters,  of  divers  eminent  minifters  and  elders, 
together  with  a  minute  and  faithful  account  of  their 
fpiritual  experiences,  and  of  the  various  Heps  which 
the  divine  wifdom  led  them  through,  in  their  purfuit 
of  cverlafling  happinefs,  taken  from  their  own  writ- 
ings, and  fome  other  matters  of  facl,  tending  to  give 
unto  thofe  of  the  prefent  age  a  true  idea  of  the  fpirit 
and  difpofiiion  of  their  predecciTors,  and  of  the  pre- 
fent fpiriiual  fituation  of  the  fociety,  with  which  view 
the  hiilury  is  continued  down  to  the  prefent  time; 
and  moreover,  as  neither  Sevv^el  nor  any  author  I  am 
acquainted  with,  haih,  as  yet,  given  fuch  a  minute 
and  circumflantial  account  of  the  Chriitian  difcipline 
excrcifed  among  this  people  as  either  the  fubjecl^  or 
its  impartance  and  ufefulncli>  feein  to  demand. 
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William  Edmundfon,  born  at  Little  Miifgrove  in 
Weftmoreland,  in  the  year  1627,  having  received 
Truth  in  the  love  of  it,  and  obtained  mercy  of  the 
Lord  to  be  faithful,  was  made  inflrumental  for  gather- 
ing and  coiivincip.g  feme  (by  declaring  what  God  had 
done  for  his  foui)  before  any  other  miniftring  friends 
came  out  of  England  in  the  melTage  of  the  gofpel,  of 
whom  as  alfo  of  his  own  inward  exercifes,  trials  and 
fufferings,  he  kept  aii  account  in  writing,  which  we 
fhall  therefore  in  the  firfh  place  fubjoin  with  his  own 
words,  viz. 

*  It  pieafed  the  Lord  in  my  youthful  days  to  bring 
me  often  to  a  confideration  of  my  foul's  happinefs, 
and  when  I  was  in  the  army  in  Scotland  under  Oliver. 
Cromwell,  matters  relating  to  my  falvation  came  inors 
clofe  upon  me ;  far  the  Lord  was  vifiting  me,  and 
ftriving  with  me  both  in  judgments  and  mercies.  la 
the  year  1651,  I  came  out  of  Scotland  into  England, 
and  being  in  Derbylhire  where  the  name  of  a  people 
called  Quakers  was  much  talked  of,  and  one  George 
Fox  to  be  the  ring- leader  of  them;  various  reports 
went  abroad  concerning  them,  fome  for  good,  and 
many  for  evil  ;  but  my  heart  was  drawn  towards 
them  for  good. 

'  Now^  about  this  time  I  inarried  and  left  the  army, 
and  was  about  to  fettle  in  Derbyfliire :  in  the  interim 
my  brother  John  Edmnndfon  being  then  a  foldier  in 
Ireland,  came  over  into  Kngland  to  vifit  his  relations, 
and  perfiiaded  me  to  go  and  live  in  Ireland  :  my  wife 
being  willing,  we  prepared  for  it,  and  taking  with  us 
one  fervanc,  fome  necelTaries,  and  merchants*  goods, 
we  landed  in  Dublin,  where  I  was  ftrongly  impor- 
tuned to  fettle  ;  trading  being  then  very  brilk,  and 
houfes  upon  eafy  terms,  it  being  not  long  after  the 
plague  ;  but  I  was  pi  evented  by  a  fecret  hand  that  I 
did  noc  then  knovv^,  which  preferved  me  from  the  de- 
ceitfulnefs  of  riches ;  with  which,  if  1  had  given  way 
to  this  temptation,  I  had  according  to  all  probability. 
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been  laden  as  with  thick  clay,  and  thereby  been  hin- 
dered from  the  Lord's  fervice,  as  forae  others  are. 

'  So  from  Dublin  we  went  into  the  North,  and 
took  a  houfe  in  Antrim,  and  my  brother  Hved  with 
OS,  for  the  troop  he  belonged  to,  quartered  in  and 
about  that  place :  I  foon  fold  olF  my  goods  and  went 
for  England  to  buy  more ;  and  going  into  the  North, 
underilanding  George  Fox  and  James  Naylor  (of  • 
whom  I  had  heard)  were  come  into  thofe  pjirts,  I  was 
glad  of  that  opportunity,  and  went  to  a  place  where 
v/as  James  Naylor,  who  fpoke  of  the  things  of  God's 
kingdom,  and  work  of  regeneration  ;  and  though  his 
words  were  not  many,  they  were  powerful,  and 
reached  God's  witnefs  in  me,  that  had  long  drove 
with  me,  and  my  heart  being  then  opened,  as  the 
Lord  opened  the  heart  of  Lydia,  I  knew  it  to  be  the 
truth,  and  received  it  in  the  love  of  it ;  for  I  had 
longed  after  it,  and  was  ready  for  the  Lord's  harveft. 
Things  appeared  fo  plain,  and  concurred  with  fo  many 
Scriptures,  which  were  brought  to  my  remembrance,  - 
that  I  thought  all  that  hc,ard  it  declared,  mull  needs 
confefs  it  was  the  very  truth.  In  a  very  few  days 
the  Lord's  prayer  mightily  feized  on  me,  and  hedged 
np  my  former  way,  and  I  was  under  great  exercife  of 
fplrit  on  many  accounts;  fo  when  I  had  done  my 
bufmefs  in  England,  I  intended  by  God's  permiflion 
again  for  Ii  eland,  bound  for  Carrickfergus,  or  near 
ir,  and  at  fea  the  Lord's  hand  was  heavy  on  me,  and 
great  wrefllings  and  confli(fis  of  fpirit  I  had  ;  under 
which  exercifes  I  landed  at  Carrickfergus  ;  it  was 
fomething  late  in  the  afternoon,  yet  I  rode  twelve 
miles  to  Antrim,  where  my  wife  and '  aforefaid 
brother  were.  He  meeting  me  at  the  door  appealed 
with  hh.  ufual  fakitation,  but  the  Lord's  power  fo 
feized  oil  me  that  1  could  not  join  in  it,  and  I  was 
broken  into  many  tears.  We  went  in,  and  fat  down, 
and  I  was  mightily  exercifed  under  the  fenfe  of  the 
-Lord's  power,  which  begat  in  me  a  true  godly  forrow. 
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but  mixed  with  comfort  in  his  tender  mercies.  My 
wife  and  brother  fat  quiet,  wi:h  no  fmall  admiration 
at  the  change;  (this  was  in  the  year  1653.)  ^^o^^ 
I  came  to  the  entry  of  my  goods  which  was  no  fmall 
exercife  to  get  through,  becaufe  ar  the  cuflom-houfe 
an  oath  would  be  required,  and  when  they  required 
it  of  me,  I  told  them  I  could  riot  fwear;  for  Chrift 
had  forbidden  it.  1  his  was  a  ftrange  thing  to  them, 
not  having  m.et  with  the  like  before  ;  my  deportment, 
and  fpeech  in  ufmg  the  words  Thee  and  Thou  to 
them,  and  not  putting  off  my  hat  was  very  offenfive  ; 
but  the'^Lord  firengthened  me,  and  my  m.ind  was 
towards  him,  which  enabled  me  to  fband  in  the  crofs, 
and  defpife  the  fhame,  and  fo  according  to  my  fmall 
mcafure,  I  ftood  in  my  teftimony  for  his  truth,  by 
which  I  got  through  that  exercife,  and  received  my 
goods  and  came  home.  By  this  time  great  difcourfes 
were  about  the  Quakers ;  and  I  was  yet  under  great 
exercife  of  fpirit,  the  Lord's  hand  being  m/ighcy 
upon  mie  in  his  judgments,  yet,  as  I  faid  before, 
mixed  with  his  mercies,  an  J  mv  pain  and  trouble  in- 
creafed  as  a  woman's  in  travail  bringing  forth  her 
firft-bom  ;  and  in  the  night  feafon  I  wifhed  for 
morning,  and  when  the  morning  came,  my  travaU 
and  hard  labour  ceafed  not,  and  then  I  wiflied  for 
night  agnin,  that  my  bed  might  give  me  eafe  ;  thus 
was  I  like  one  toffed,  and  afllifted  in  this  fpiritual 
warfare,  wherein  I  could  find  none  that  could  fpeak 
a  word  of  comfort,  that  had  trod  in  this  ftrait  path. 
Many  profeffors  came  to  jangle  and  contend,  and 
fpake  evil  of  the  way  to  truth,  which  added  trouble 
to  my  W'ounded  heart,  and  broken  fpirit,  but  it 
wrought  for  good,  tor  it  raifcd  difcourfes  far  and 
near  what  a  people  there  was,  and  of  their  ways, 
manners,  and  behaviour ;  which  fetded  fo  in  the 
minds  of  fober  people,  that  it  put  them  upon  an 
inquiry  into  the  principles  and  faith  of  them. 

^  Now  was  my  name  much  talked  of  abroad^  and 
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one  Miles  Bousfield  called  a  major,  who  had  received 
feme  convincemenr  in  England  by  George  Fox,  came 
foon  away  upon  it  into  Ireland,  and  being  about  that 
part  of  the  country  I  lived  in,  and  hearing  of  me, 
and  the  great  exercife  of  confcience  I  was  in,  came 
to  fee  me,  but  it  happened  I  was  from  home :  he 
fpoke  much  of  religion,  and  the  work  of  the  inner 
man  to  my  wife,  and  how  glad  he  would  be  of  my 
company,  kc.  When  I  came  home,  my  wife  iii^ 
forming  me  of  him,  and  his  difcourfe,  1  was  very 
glad ;  for  I  would'  have  gone  far  to  find  an  experi- 
enced friend  that  could  have  informed  or  helped  me 
in  my  great  ftraits ;  for  I  faw  my  own  poverty,  and 
"weaknefs,  and  the  enemy  as  a  ftrong  man  armed 
making  war  within  and  without:  fo  I  rode  to  fee  major 
Bousfield  twelve  miles,  and  abode  with  him  all  night. 
He  talked  much  of  the  work  of  God  in  man  ;  fpoke 
well  of  the  way  of  truth,  and  of  George  Fox,  and 
James  Naylor,  and  exhorted  me  to  be  cheerful  and 
merry,  and  not  to  be  caft  down  wnth  thofe  troubles, 
for  it  was  the  enemy's  work  to  drive  me  into  defpair ; 
for  I  had  the  tokens  of  God's  love,  and  he  wotild 
love  me  to  the  cud,  and  nothing  in  me  could  hinder 
his  work,  &c.  I  gave  attention  to  his  words,  being 
low,  and  dejccl:ed  in  my  fpirit;  his  words  anfwered 
me  in  that  which  pleafed  felf ;  for  fomething  in  me 
would  have  enjoyed  the  Lord  without  bearing  his 
righreous  judgments,  or  living  in  the  daily  crofs  of 
Chrift  :  and  this  I  found  major  Bousfield  was  a 
flranger  to,  but  made  me  eafy  over  God's  witnefs  in 
my  confcience,  and  healed  my  hurt  too  faft ;  for  in  a 
few  days  after  I  left  him,  it  broke  out  again,  the 
Lord's  hand  purfuing  me,  in  whofe  light  I  faw  and 
felt  fomething  yet  in  me  that  withflood  the  work  of 
God,  which  muil  be  flain  and  crucified  by  the  Lord's 
judgments,  and  the  daily  crofs  of  Chrifl  Jefus.  Then 
my  wound  was  opened,  and  I  faw  there  was  no  phy^ 
fician  but  the  Lord  alone,  and  1  ,aifc>  faw  where 
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Bousfield  was,  and  all  of  that  fpirlt ;  that  they  took 
up  iheir  reft  and  faiisfaclion  in  a  talk  and  noiinn  of 
religion,  without  the  true  crofs  of  Chriil:,  that  fiiould 
mortify  their  lufts,  wills,  and  vile  affe6lions,  and  cru- 
cify them  to  the  world,  and  the  world  unto  them, 
being  at  eafe  in  a  form  of  godlinefs  without  the  real 
work  of  the  power.'    So  far  William  Edmundfon. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1654,  Miles  Halhead, 
James  Lancaller,  and  Miles  Bateman,  plain  men, 
came  out  of  England  with  a  teflimony  for  truth,  on 
which  account  they  had  fome  fervice  with  the  chief 
rulers  and  officers  of  the  army  :  they  m.ade  little 
flay,  but  went  into  the  North,  and  took  (hipping  at 
Belfaft  for  England  again. 

At  that  lime  William  Edmundfon  was  removing 
his  hablration  from  Antrim  to  Lurgan,  and  fcon  after 
his  brother  came  and  dwelt  with  him,  and  a  meering 
was  kept  at  his  houfe  in  Lurgan,  which  was  the  firft 
fettled  meeting  of  the  people  called  Quakers  in  Ire- 
land. This  meeting  was  but  fmall  at  firfl:,  but  as 
their  minds  were  kept  inward,  waiting  in  ftillnefs 
upon  God,  they  felt  his  prefence  to  comfort  and 
flrengthen  them  in  time  of  great  forrow  and  weak- 
nefs,  and  their  number  increafed  ;  for  the  name  of 
Friends  and  fame  of  truth  did  fpread,  and  divers 
fober  people  that  fought  after  the  knowledge  of  God 
joined  with  them,  as  William  Soulden  and  his  vrife, 
John  Hendryn,  William  Lynas,  and  feveral  others : 
and  the  Lord  was  plcafed  to  give  William  Edmundfon 
a  part  in  the  word  and  teflimony  of  his  kingdom  and 
gofpel  of  falvation,  which  he  laboured  in  according 
10  his  mcafure  in  much  weaknefs  and  fear.  He 
was  moved  to  go  to  the  publick  worfliip-houfc  be- 
longing to  Lurgan,  to  declare  truth  in  the  time  of 
their  worship,  and  was  much  beaten  there  by  colonel 
Stewart;  but  his  teflimony  reached  the  hearts  of 
fbrae,  particularly  iNIark  Wright  and  Mark  Sawyer^ 
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who  followed  him  out  of  the  faid  worfhip-houfe,  and 
joined  with  friends. 

The  next  friend  that  came  out  of  England  was 
John  Tiffin„  who  came  and  fi\t  with  the  above-men- 
tioned friends  in  their  meeting,  and  did  fometimes 
fpeak  a  few  comfortable  and  edifying  words  among 
them  :  William  Edmundfcn  and  he  travelled  together 
to  feveral  places,  and  had  good  fervice  for  truth,  and 
difcouifed  and  had  difputes  with  profeffors,  and  many 
began  to  lillen  to  them  and  inquire  into  their  faith 
and  principles,  and  truth  began  to  fpread,  though 
through  great  oppofition  ;  for  now  the  prieils  and 
people  began  to  be  alarm.ed  and  in  a  rage,  and 
-Friends  were  expofed  to  great  fufferings  upon  feveral 
obvious  accounts  ;  particularly,  as  the  teflimony  of 
truth  was  againfl  all  hireling  teachers,  and  their 
forced  maintenance,  thcfe  made  it  their  bufinefs  to 
incenfe  the  magiflrates  and  rulers  agninfl:  Friends  as 
holding  damnable  doctrines,  led  away  with  the  de- 
lufions  of  fatan,  kc,  and  their  confcientious  fcruplirig 
to  fvvear,  in  obedience  to  Chrift's  command.  Swear 
iiot  at  all,  was  a  fli-ange  thing  to  the  people,  as  was 
alfo  the  ufe  of  the  plain  and  proper  fpeech  of  Thou 
and  Thee  to  a  fmgle  perfon,  and  refufing  to  take  oiF 
their  hats,  as  being  a  teflimony  of  honour  aniJ  rcfpe<ft 
due  to  Almighty  God  only ;  and  few  could  fufFcr 
thefe  things,*  but  frequendy  on  thefe  accounts  treated 
them  with  abufive  words,  and  fometimes  with  blows 
or  throwing  ftones.  I'he  keeping  to  one  price  ia 
felling  of  goods  and  to  the  firft  demand  without 

*  '  Thffe  pra<5tic?s  of  thyirs  -were  rot  the  rrfult  of  hurr.our,  or  of  r 
framed  deii^'-n  to  declare  or  r>-comroend  Ichifm  or  novelty,  or  to  diftinpuilli 
themiclves  as  a  party  from  others :  but  God  having  given  them  a  fight  of 
thefnfclves,  they  i\w  the  v.  holr  v.'orld  in  the  fame  glafs  of  truth,  and  fcn- 
f;bly  difcerned  toe  aficiRionf  and  pafiions  of  men,  and  the  rife  ;\rid  tendency 
cf  things.*  See  Fcnn'r  Rife  and  Trogrcfs  of  the  People  called  Qj^iakers. 
And  in  a  Treatife  of  the  fame  author  entitulod  No  CROSS  No  CROWN, 
thefe  matter*  are  difaiflVd  at  Jarge,  and  particularly  the  Uuc  houoiu  txet^r 
Iciitfy  uiftinguilhcd  from  the  vava  aiid  \Toculyi 
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sbatcment,  \vas  alfo  a  great  flumbllng-block  to  moiCj 
and  made  them  decline  dealing  with  them  for  fomc 
time,  until  they  faw  into  the  juftice  *  thereof.  Buc 
to  return  to  John  Tiffin. 

He  and  William  Edmundfon  went  to  B-elfad  (a 
town  of  great  profeffion)  where  there  was  bat  owe 
of  all  the  inns  and  publick  houfes  that  would  lodge 
them  ;  here  John  Tiffin  lodged,  a^d  often  endea- 
voured to  get  an  entrance  for  truth  in  that  town^ 
but  they  refilled,  (hutting  their  ears,  doors  and  hearts 
againft  the  pubhfhers  thereof,  f  Near  this  towa 
there  dwelt  one  Laythes,  who  promifed  to  let  them 
have  a  meeting  at  his  houfe,  but  through  fome  llaviih 
fear  failed  of  his  promife  and  difappointed  them; 
yet  this  did  not  hinder  them,  viz.  John  Tiffin,  V^^m. 
Edmundfon,  he.  from  holding  a  meeting  in  the 
open  air ;  for  there  being  a  little  way  from  the  faid 
Laythes's  houfe  three  lanes  ends  that  met,  they  fac 
tlown  and  kept  their  meeting  there,  and  were  a 
wonder  to  the  people  who  came  about  them ;  and 
fomething  was  fpoken  to  dire6l  their  minds  to  God's 
Spirit  in  their  own  hearts.  Thefe  exerciics,  though 
in  much  weaknefs  and  fear,  fpread  the  name  and 
fame  of  truth,  and  occafioned  many  honeft  people  to 
inquire  after  it,  and  fome  v;ere  added  to  the  meeting 
at  Lurgan.|  John  Tiffin  having  fpent  five  or  fix 
weeks  with  friends,  returned  for  England. 

Thus  at  the  beginning,  was  the  way  ftrait  and  diffi- 
cult, but  yet  truth  gained  ground  and  prevailed,  and 
the  number  of  friends  increafed,  and  they  had  a 
godly  care  over  their  words  and  actions,  that  they 
might  give  no  occafion  to  the  adverfaries  of  truth, 
'who  were  many ;  but  as  friends  kept  lov/  in  the  fear 
of  the  Lord,  they  were  preferved  and  God's  witnefs 
in  the  people  was  reached ;  of  which  it  may  not  be 
impertinent  to  mention  one  inftance,  viz.  John  Shaw 

*  Idniundfon*?  Jour^^i,  %zSt,  a.        ^  Ibid.  Scil.  -  'i'^-^^- 
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of  Broad-Oak  near  Lifnegarvy,  (who  with  his  famrff 
were  convinced  about  this  time)  often  faid  that 
William  Edmundfon's  words  and  deportment  were  a 
means  to  convince  him  of  the  truth. 

The  next  friend  that  came  out  of  England  in  the 
minillry  was  Richard  Clayton,  who  came  to  William 
Edmundfon's  houfe,  by  the  Lord's  direction,  as  he 
faid  ;  fo  he  and  William  Edmundfon  travelled  toge- 
ther on  foot  in  the  Lord's  fervice  (for  then  it  was 
not  eafy  for  travellers  to  ride,  or  get  lodging  at  inns, 
the  people  being  prejudiced  againfl  friends  by  the 
infligations  of  the  prieils,  throwing  (tones  and  dirt 
at  them  as  they  palled  along.)  They  went  through 
feveral  towns  and  villages  to  Coleraine,  and  there 
publiflied  the  truth  in  their  ftreets,  and  put  a  paper 
upon  their  worfhip-houfe  door  ;  for  the  inhabitants 
would  not  receive  them,  nor  let  them  lodge  in  the 
town,  but  baniflied  ihem  out  of  it,  fo  they  lodged  at 
a  cabin  in  the  mountains,  and  next  day  they  went  to 
Londonderry,  where  one  Evans  hofpitably  received 
and  entertained  them.  They  had  two  meetings  there, 
and  he  and  his  wife  and  two  fons  and  one  daughter 
were  convinced  of  the  truth  :  the  governor  was  at 
both  meeings,  and  he  and  feveral  others  acknow- 
ledged the  truth  declared  by  them,  fiiewing  them- 
feives  kind  and  afFe<flionate.  From  thence  they 
travelled  to  Strabanc  and  Newtown-ftewart,  Omagh, 
Dungannon,  and  Charlemont,  and  to  the  houfe  of 
Margery  Atkinfon  (near  Killmore,  where  William 
Edmundfon  had  been  once  before),  a  widow  and  a 
worthy  woman,  who  received  the  Truth  with  glad- 
nefs,  and  lived  and  died  in  the  Lord,  and  her  memo- 
rial  is  blefl.  They  h:ui  a  meeting  at  her  houfe  upon 
the  firfl:  day  of  the  week,  at  which  meeting  Richard 
Clayton  was  very  ferviceable,  and  feveral  tender 
people  received  the  truth  at  that  time  in  the  love  of 
it,  as  William  Williamfon  the  elder,  a  faithful,  godly 
man,  and  his  fon  William  Wllliair.fon  (a  faithful^  fer«. 
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viccable  man  to  his  dyinc^  day)  and  their  wives  and 
families:  alfo  John  Williamfon,  Matthew  Horner 
and  wife,  and  feveral  others ;  and  foon  after,  old 
William  Brownlow,  Francis  Hobfon,  Lawrence  Hcb- 
fon  and  feveral  others;  and  having  fettled  a  meeting 
there  (which  in  time  became  large)  they  parted  in 
the  love  of  God,  and  foon  after  Richard  Clayton 
went  for  England.  Now  the  truth  began  more  to 
fpread,  and  its  friends  increafed,  and  they  had  n^eet- 
ings  in  feveral  places.  Not  long  after  this  a  meeting 
was  fettled  at  the  Grange  below  Antrim,  at  the  houfe 
of  Gabriel  Clark,  an  honefl:,  religious,  ancient  man, 
who  received  truth,  as  alfo  his  wife  and  family. 
Another  meeting  was  alfo  held  at  Toberhead  at  the 
houfe  of  Archibald  Scott,  who  alfo  received  truth 
(a  religious,  honefl-hearted  man),  and  people  more 
and  more  were  convinced,  infomuch  that  the  priefts 
and  profefTors  ftill  raged,  many  tender  people  leaving 
them;  and  to  revenge  themfelves  they  caft  William 
Edmundfon  into  prifon  in  Ardmagh,  the  county- gaol 
not  being  repaired  after  the  war.  He  was  put  into  a 
little  room  in  ihe  gaoler's  houfe,  where  although  he 
was  weak  in  his  own  eyes,  the  Lord  was  his  ftrength, 
and  his  power  comforted  him,  and  he  was  made  a 
terror  to  the  gaoler  and  his  wire,  although  he  faid 
nothing. 

This  year  James  Lancafter  and  John  TifiSn  came 
over  from  England,  in  the  miniftry  a  fecond  time. 
They  landed  in  the  North,  and  being  at  meeting  on 
the  green  in  Lurgan,  near  the  market-place,  many 
rude  perfons  came  thither,  and  beat  the  faid  two 
friends  and  William  Edmundfon  very  feverely,  and 
drove  them  to  the  town's  end,  thinking  to  drive  them 
out  of  it,  but  the  more  fober  fort  of  people  rofe  up 
againft  them  and  prevented  it. 

In  the  beginning  of  this  year  alfo  came  over,  and 
landed  in  Dublin,  Elizabeth  Fletcher  and  Elizabeth 
Smith,  who  having  the  teftimony  of  truth  to  declare, 

Vol.  IIL  ?  ^ 
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publiflicd  the  fame  both  at  the  publick  worfhip^ioufc 
called  St.  Audeon's,  and  at  a  meeting  of  the  Baptifts, 
For  the  firfl  they  were  committed  by  order  of  Richard 
Tigh,  Lord  mayor  of  the  city,  to  Newgate  prifon, 
and  the  Baptifts  rejected  the  teftimony  of  truth. 
After  they  were  releafed  from  Newgate,  they  had  a 
meeting  at  the  chamber  of  Richard  Fowkes,  a  tiiylor, 
near  Polegate,  which  w^as  the  firft  meeting  that  can 
be  remembered  to  have  been  kept  in  Dublin,  and  the 
firfl  fettled  meeting  was  at  George  Latham* s  near 
Polegate.  Their  fervice  was  alfo  great  in  the  fouth- 
ern  parts,  particularly  at  Youghall,  where  divers 
were  convinced  by  their  minidry,  viz.  captain  Jame? 
Sicklemore,  Robert  Sandham,  and  feveral  others ; 
and  the  fame  two  women  were  the  firft  of  the 
people  called  Quakers  that  came  to  the  city  of  Cork, 
in  the  fame  year  1655  ;  and  with  Edward  Burrough 
and  Francis  Howgil,  who  alfo  arrived  the  fame  year, 
were  inftrumental  to  the  convincement  of  many  in 
the  province  of  Munfter,  and  particularly  in  Cork, 
viz.  Elizabeth  Erbcrry,  Alexander  Atkins,  and  Ann 
his  wife,  Thomas  Mitchel,  and  Sufanna  his  wife,  Philip 
Dymond,  Richard  Pike,  and  Ehzabeth  his  wife,  Fran- 
ces Rogers,  William  Rogers,  Stephen  Harris,  and  his 
wife,  George  Webber,  George  Gamble,  Henry  Fag- 
gater,  Thomas  Ridge,  and  others. 

Not  long  after  this  feveral  were  convinced,  as 
Elizabeth  Gardner,  a  faithful,  zealous  w^oman  who 
lived  and  died  in  the  truth,  Samuel  Claridge,  James 
Fade,  and  William  Wadman. 

The  aforefaid  Elizabeth  Fletcher  vifitcd  Ireland  a 
fecond  time  about  two  years  after,*  and  Francis 
Howgil  recommended  her  by  the  following  teftimony 
addrclTed  to  the  Friends  of  Ireland  : 

'»  As  this  record  of  the  frierds  of  Ireland  may  hi  relied  on  as  authentic, 
the  perfon  called  Elizabeth  Fletcher,  who  in  Jewel's  Hillory,  p.  91,  is  faid 
to  have  died  lo<  a  aiter  the  abufe  ftie  received  in  the  year  1654,  nuift  cither 
have  been  another  of  the  fame  name,  or  clfc  it  mult  have  be-'B  a  miftake  that 
&p  died  loon  after  that  time. 
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*7  am  glad  that  my  dear  and  well-beloved  fifter 
Elizabeth  Fletcher  (who  is  a  helper  and  worker  ia 
the  Lord's  vineyard)  is  moved  to  come  to  you  again, 
who  is  found,  honeft,  precious,  and  of  good  report 
in  the  family  of  God,  who  I  know  will  be  ferviceable 
to  the  Lord  and  to  you,  in  this  his  day  wherein  he 
is  fpreading  his  name  through  the  nations.' 

'  Francis  Howgil.* 

The  faid  Elizabeth  Fletcher  having  declared  Truth 
in  the  market-place  at  Youghall,  after  flie  had  had  a 
large  and  fatisfaclory  meeting,  James  Wood,  an  inde- 
pendent teacher,  oppofed  women's  preacliiag  ;  but 
ihe,  having  fpoken  largely  before,  and  particularly 
among  other  things,  of  the  Lord's  pouring  forch  his 
fpirit  upon  fons  and  daughters  according  to  the  pro- 
phet Joel,  and  recommended  the  people  to  the  grace 
of  God,  was  not  forward  to  anfwer  his  cavils ;  but 
James  Sicklemore  and  Edward  Laundy  took  up  the 
argument  in  her  behalf,  and  in  the  conclufion  truth 
prevailed  over  the  oppofition  then  raifed  againfl:  it. 

About  this  time  W.  E.  relates  in  his  Journal  that 
he  had  fome  drawings  on  his  fpirit  to  go  for  England 
and  fee  George  Fox,  whom  he  had  not  yet  feen  ;  and 
accordingly  went  over,  and  met  with  him  at  Badgeley 
in  Leicellerfhire,  and  that  George  Fox  took  notice  of 
him,  and  they  \vent  into  a  retired  place,  where  G. 
Fox  kneeled  down  and  prayed,  and  that  the  Lord's 
heavenly  powder  and  prefence  w^as  there:  he  told 
George  of  feveral  being  convinced  in  Ireland,  and 
of  the  opennefs  amongfh  people  in  the  North  of  that 
nation  to  hear  the  truth  declared,  and  of  the  want 
of  miniilring  friends  in  the  gofpel  there,  who  here- 
upon wrote  the  following  epiille  to  friends  of  Ireland^ 
and  fent  it  by  William  Edmundfon,  viz. 

'  Friends, 

*  In  that  which  convinced  yon,  wait,  that  yon  may 
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have  that  removed  you  are  convinced  of ;  and  all  my 
dear  friends,  dwell  in  the  life,  and  love,  and  power, 
and  wifdom  of  God,  in  unity  one  with  another,  and 
with  God ;  and  the  peace  and  wifdom  of  God  fill  all 
your  hearts,  that  nothing  may  rule  in  you  but  the 
life,  which  itands  in  the  Lord  God.  G.  F.' 

And  W.  E.  upon  his  return  to  Ireland  read  the 
foregoing  epiflle  to  friends  in  a  meeting;  W'hereupon 
he  further  relates  that  the  power  of  the  Lord  feized 
on  them  whereby  they  were  mightily  lhaken  and 
broken  into  tears. 

The  furamer  of  the  fame  year  was  memorable  for- 
the  landing  of  Francis  Howgil  and  Edward  Burrough, 
two  able  eminent  preachers  of  the  gofpel  of  peace : 
they  had  great  fervice  in  Munfler,  feveral  receiving 
iheir  teftimony  and  adhering  to  the  do£lrine  they 
preached.  It  was  therefore  refolved  that  they  ftiould 
not  be  fuffered  to  flay  long  in  Ireland,  but  by  an 
order  from  the  government,  at  the  infligation  of  the 
priefts,  they  were  taken  prifoners  in  Cork,  and  fent 
by  a  guard  from  garrifon  to  garrifon  to  Dublin  in 
order  to  be  banifiied.  They  had  no  meeting  in 
Dublin,  yet  had  fome  fervice  for  the  Lord  with 
ihofe  that  came  to  fee  them,  being  confined  to  the 
houfe  of  Mortimer,  ferjeant  at  arms,  and  after  fome 
time  were  in  a  violent  manner  haled  a  ftiip-board,  and 
baniftied  for  England. 

Some  hints  of  their  fervices  are  left  us,  which  I 
fliall  here  infert,  and  next  an  account  of  the  firft 
convincement  of  friends  at  Limerick. 

And  firft  of  the  fervice  of  the  faid  Francis  Ho'\vgiI, 
at  Bandon,  where  he  was  received  by  Edward  Cook 
(a  man  of  great  parts,  a  cornet  of  horfe  in  Oliver 
Cromwell's  own  troop,and  receiver  to  the  lord  Cork), 
who  alfo  went  with  him  on  a  Firft-day  of  the  week 
to  the  public  worfhip-houfe  at  Bandon,  w^here  the 
faid  Francis  having  declared  truth  amongft  the 
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people,  Edward  Cook  invited  them  to  come  to  a 
meeting  to  be  held  at  his  houfe  that  evening  ;  where 
there  was  a  great  conconrfe  of  people,  to  whom 
Francis  preached  tlit  gofpel,  and  opened  the  way  of 
life  and  falvation ;  and  many  confeiled  to  the  truth  of 
what  he  declared,  and  joined  in  fociety  with  friends, 
as  Edward  Cook  and  Lucretia  his  wife,  Daniel 
M'dfley  and  Sarah  his  wife,  Robert  Mallins  and 
Mary  his  wife,  Katharine  Smith,  William  Smith, 
Matthew  Prin,  William  Driver,  Joan  Frank,  Thomas 
Bifs,  &c. 

Concerning  the  aforefaid  Edward  Cook  the  follow- 
ing teftlmony  is  left  us :  'he  embraced  the  truth 
with  his  whole  heart,  and  retained  it ;  was  given  up 
to  ferve  the  Lord,  and  lived  and  walked  under  the 
crofs  of  Chrift  Jefus,  in  great  felf-denial  to  the  world 
and  the  glory  and  greatnefs  of  it,  to  his  dying  day, 
and  laid  down  his  head  in  peace  with  God,  and  fweec 
unity  with  true-hearted  friends.' 

On  the  Seventh  day  of  the  week  Edward  Burrough 
and  Francis  Howgil,  and  with  them  James  Sicklemore 
and  Edward  Cook,  went  to  Limerick,  and  next  morn- 
ing to  the  publick  place  of  worlhip,  and  after  fome 
time,  attempting  to  fpeak,  were  run  upon  by  the 
people,  and  next  day  put  forth  through  the  gates  by 
an  order;  and  as  they  rode  along,  Edward  Burrough 
preached  through  the  flreets  on  horfeback,  and  with- 
out the  gates  had  an  opportunity  of  fpeaking  to  a 
great  multitude  that  follow^cd ;  as  alfo  Francis  How- 
gil, James  Sicklemore,  and  Edward  Cook  fpoke  a  few 
word?;  the  tendency  of  which  was  to  dired  the  people 
to  Chriil  Jefus,  a  meafure  of  whofe  light  was  given 
to  every  one  to  profit  withal.  Thefe  acceptable 
tidings  of  the  gofpel  of  peace  took  place,  with 
Thomas  Phelps,  Richard  Pearce,  John  Love,  &c. 

Divers  alfo  were  convinced  the  fame  year  at 
Kinfale  by  the  miniilry  of  the  aforefaid  Edward 
Burrough  and  Francis  Howgil,  and  among  the  reft 
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Sufiinnah  Worth,  wife  of  Edward  Worth,  afterwr^rds 
bifhop  of  Killaloe,  who,  though  (he  fufFered  much 
from  her  hufband,  lived  and  died  in  unity  with 
friends. 

After  fome  time,  feveral  other  friends  came  to 
Limerick,  as  John  Perrott,  Robert  Mallins,  Humphrey 
Norton,  William  Shaw,  Thomas  Loe,  and  fome 
women  friends,  as  Barbara  Blugdon,  &c.  Now  thofe 
who  had  received  fome  degree  of  convincement, 
being  yet  but  tender  and  weak,  went  for  fome  time 
to  hear  one  Robert  Wilkinfon,  a  captain  in  the  army, 
;ind  withal  a  preacher,  a  man  in  great  efteem,  much 
given  to  religious. difputation,  and  attended  by  a  large 
auditory,  who,  according  to  the  account  given  of  hira, 
appears  to  have  been  a  man  that  had  received  fome 
illuminations,  but  too  much  a  ftranger  to  that  filent 
and  humble  waiiing  in  the  divine  light,  which  would 
mortify  the  carnal  will,  that  would  bufily  but  unpro- 
fitably  intermeddle  in  fpiritual  matters.    FJim,  how- 
ever, thefe  newly  convinced  went  to  hear,  until  one 
Abraham  Newbold,  by  an  impulfe  on  his  mind, 
came  from  Waterford  and  went  alfo  to  that  meeting 
where  the  faid  Robert  Wilkinfon  was  preaching, 
and  flood  up,  and  with  a  flrong  voice  uttered  thefe 
words,  Serpent  be  filent ;  a  few  words,  but  power- 
ful, which  when  Wilkinfon  heard,  he  would  have 
entered  into  difpute  and  known  by  whit  fpirit  the 
faid  Nev/bold  fpake,  to  which  Newbold  only  gave 
anfwer.  Thou  knowcfl  not.    Wilkinfon  attempted 
however  to  proceed  in  his  preaching;  but  was  fo 
difcompofcd  that  he  could  not,  but  was  carried  out 
of  the  meeting,  and  on  the  next  meeting  day  was  fo 
difordered  that  he  was  taken  out  of  the  meeting 
fainting,  and  from  that  time  ceafed  preaching  any 
more,  and  became  foolifh  in  the  latter  tVxd  of  his 
days. 

In  procefs  of  time  it  came  to  pafs  that  tliofe  con- 
vinced, being  more  enlightened  in  their  undcrfland- 
ingSj   met   together   in   fiknce^   and  alfo  became 
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concerned  to  bear  a  teftimony  to  the  truth  againft 
the  world's  fafhions  and  manners ;  and  their  words, 
habics  and  deportment  made  them  a  reproach,  and 
brought  them  into  fufFcrings,  as  imprifonment,  &c. 
Nay,  the  magiftrates  did  publickly  forbid  the  people  to 
buy  any  thing  of  friends,  and  particularly  of  Richard 
Pearce,  apothec?iry  in  Limerick ;  and  this  fufpenfion 
continued  on  him  feveral  months,  but  he  regained 
his  bufmefs,  and  followed  it  with  reputation  the  reft 
of  his  days.  He  was  the  firfl:  in  Limerick  that  re- 
ceived friends  into  his  houfe,  where  meetings  were 
kept  for  many  years,  and  was  fucceeded  by  his  fon 
Thomas  Pearce,  both  in  his  outward  and  in  his  inw^ard 
calling.  But  to  return  to  Edward  Burrough  ;  befides 
divers  places  in  Munfter,  he  vifited  Kilkenny,  where 
he  laboured  in  the  gofpel,  and  feveral  were  convinced, 
and  a  meeting  was  fettled  there  and  kept  up  feveral 
years :  but  William  Mitchel  and  his  wife  fell  into 
ibme  wild  imaginations,  and  George  Danfon  and  his 
wife  into  quarrelling,  and  fo  the  meeting  came  to  be 
loft,  yet  one  ancient  w^oman,  by  name  Eilher  Beaver, 
continued  faithful  to  her  dying  day,  who  received 
friends  that  came  to  vifit  the  faid  place,  and  meet- 
ings <vere  many  times  kept  there  afterwards. 

In  order  that  my  reader  may  form  fome  idea  of 
the  fpirit  and  character  of  the  aforefaid  Edward 
Burrough,  I  fliall  here  infert  the  fubftance  of  two 
papers  written  by  him,  breathing  forth  the  fpirit  of 
evangelical  liberty,  viz. 

'  To  the  judges  and  juftices  and  all  that  handle 
the  law%' 

'  Chrift  Jefus  is  the  light  of  the  world,  by  which 
every  one  of  you  is  enlightened,  which  light  if  you  love 
and  be  guided  by,  it  wiil  lead  you  out  of  the  world's 
ways,  nature,  and  unrighteoufnefs,  and  will  give  you 
an  entrance  into  crerlafting  life  ;  and  in  this  v/oild  it 
Wili  teach  you  how  to  fcrve  God  in  righ.eoufneis  in 
your  generation,  and  to  give  righteous  judgments  and 
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connfels  among  your  brethren  without  refpeft  of  per- 
fons.  None  can  rule  for  God  but  who  are  ruled  by 
him,  with  his  light  that  fhines  in  the  confcience,  by 
which  you  being  governed,  will  by  it  govern  in  the 
earth  righteoufly.  You  arc  not  to  judge  for  gifts 
and  rewards,  for  if  you  do,  you  judge  not  for  God, 
but  for  yourfelves,  and  you  and  your  judgment  is  to 
be  judged  and  condemned  with  the  righteous  law  of 
God,  which  is  free ;  but  fuch  who  fear  God  and 
haie  covetoufnefs,  and  gifts  and  revv'ards,  are  to  bear 
rule,  and  fuch  will  handle  the  law  righteoufly,  and  be 
a  terror  to  evil  doers,  and  will  Hand  for  the  praife  of 
them  that  do  well.  But  if  fuch  bear  rule  and 
handle  the  law  which  know  not  God,  nor  are  ruled 
by  him,  thefe  will  abufe  the  law  and  be  a  terror  to 
righteoufnefs  and  good  works,  and  will  ftrengthen 
the  hands  of  evil  doers,  and  will  let  vice  and  wicked- 
nefs  efcape  unpuniftied. 

*  The  law  was  added,  to  flay  unrighteoufnefs, 
againft  the  difobedient  and  lawlefs ;  but  it  was  not 
made  for  the  righteous,  whofe  confciences  are  exer- 
cifed  towards  God  and  towards  man  by  the  pure  law 
of  God  written  in  the  heart.  If  you  make  a  law  in 
your  own  (carnal)  wills,  and  judge  by  fuch  a  law, 
then  you  will  make  the  innocent  fulFer,  and  opprefs 
them  v/ho  walk  in  the  law  of  God,  and  in  the  exer- 
cife  of  a  pure  confcience :  Chrift  was  put  to  death 
by  fuch  a  law,  and  the  faints  in  all  generations  were 
perfecuted  by  fuch  laws  Vv'hich  were  made  in  the  will 
of  man,  contrary  to  the  will  and  law  of  God  :  fo 
take  heed  what  you  do,  and  know  your  place  and 
the  length  and  breadth  of  your  law,  which  is  com- 
mitted to  you,  which  is  to  keep  the  outward  man  in 
good  order,  and  the  nation  in  peace  and  truth,  and 
from  theft,  and  murder,  and  adultery,  and  quarre[ing, 
and  drunkennefs,  and  wronging  one  another^  and  fuch 
like  :  fuch  who  adt  thefe  things  walk  contrary  to  the 
lightj.  and  fo  bring  themfclves  under  the  penalty  of 
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the  law :  but  over  the  inward  man  your  law,  which 
is  outward,  hath  no  power  to  limit,  to^tie  to  or  from 
any  way  of  worfliip  in  religion ;  but  let  religion 
defend  itfelf,  and  lay  not  your  law  upon  the  confci- 
ence  to  exercife  dominion  over  it  (for  it  is  Chrift's 
feat  in  which  he  will  rule),  left  you  be  found  tyrants 
and  numbered  for  deftru£licn ;  nor  limit  the  Spirit 
of  the  Lord,  how,  when,  where,  and  by  whom  it 
muft  fpeak  ;  for  the  holy  men  of  God  in  all  ages  ever 
cried  againft  fuch  rulers  as  did  judge  falfe  judgment, 
and  for  gifts  and  rewards,  and  againft  fuch  priefts 
and  prophets  as  preached  for  hire  and  divined  for 
money,  and  fought  for  their  gain  from  their  quarter, 
and  through  covetoufnefs  made  merchandize  of  fouls : 
therefore  ye  be  warned,  if  fuch  you  uphold,  by  law, 
who  a£t  fuch  things  which  the  Scripture  declares 
againft,  the  Scripture  which  you  profefs  will  ftand 
a  witnefs  againft  you,  and  the  law  of  God  will  con- 
demn you ;  and  God  will  lay  your  honour  in  the 
duft,  and  caft  you  out  of  the  feat  of  judgment :  but 
judge  the  caufe  of  the  poor  and  needy,  of  the  widow 
and  fatherlefs,  and  join  mercy  with  judgment,  and 
lay  your  fwords  upon  opprefTion  and  all  tyranny  and 
wrong  dealing,  that  the  land  may  be  cleanfed  of 
.  evil-doers,  and  equity  and  righteoufnefs  may  flow 
down,  and  the  nation  in  good  order  may  be  kept, 
in  peace  and  righteoufnefs,  and  fo  God  will  eftabliftx 
you  among  his  children,  who  are  taught  of  him  alone, 
and  are  far  from  oppreffion.'  Written  at  Dublin  the 
23d  of  the  Eighth  month,  1 655,  by  Edward  Burrough. 

He  alfo  wrote  another  paper  entitled,  'The  Unjuft 
Sufferings  of  the  Juft  declared,  and  their  Appeal  to 
the  Juft  Witnefs  of  God  in  all  Men's  Confciences,' 
which  was  as  follows : 

*  To  all  ye  colonels  and  commanders  and  officers, 
and  to  all  the  honeft-hearted  in  the  city  of  Dublin 
and  elfewhere,  to  whom  this  may  come. 
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'  Hereby  we  the  prifoners  of  the  Lord,  for  the 
tcftiniony  of  Jefus,  a.  d  for  the  exercife  of  a  pure 
conlcierice,  do  lay  down  our  caufe  before  you,  and  to 
the  light  of  Jefus  Chrift  in  all  your  confciences  we 
appeal  in  this  our  caufe  of  righteoufnefs  and  innocency, 
to  be  judged  thereby.  We  are  men  fearing  God 
and  working  righteoufnefs,  and  are  friends  to  the 
commonwealth  of  Ifrael,  and  are  exalters  of  juflice 
and  true  judgment  in  the  earth,  and  are  fubjecl:  to 
all  jufl:  power,  and  to  every  jufi:  ordinance  of  man 
for  confcience-fake,  and  have  fufFered  the  lofs  of  all, 
and  have  borne  part  of  the  burden  with  you,  that 
we  might  obtain  the  freedom  of  the  righteous  feed, 
and  the  liberty  of  tender  confciences,  to  ferve  the 
Lord  in  his  own  way ;  and  we  are  well  known  to  the 
Lord  though  flrangers  to  you,  and  are  freemen  in 
the  record  of  heaven,  though  now  fufFerers  unjuftly 
under  your  prefent  authority,  who  have  taken  the 
place  of  exercifing  lordlhip  over  our  pure  confciences, 
and  have  imprifoned  us,  and  endeavoured  to  give 
judgment  oFbaniOiing  us,  only  upon  falfe  accufations, 
and  informations  and  flandcrs,  without  the  proof  or 
teftimony  of  any  accufation  of  evil  juftly  laid  to  our 
charge.  And  to  you  hereby  be  it  known,  that  not 
for  evil-doing  do  we  thus  fulFer,  for  to  this  prefent 
no  man  hath  convinced  us  of  any  evil,  nor  juftly 
proved  the  tranfgrellion  of  any  law,  martial  or  civil, 
againfl:  us,  though  we  (tand  accufed  of  many  grievous 
things,  of  which  we  are  clearly  innocent  in  the  fight 
of  him  that  lives  for  ever,  and  do  nothing  more  defire 
l^.erein  but  to  be  tried  by  the  law  of  equity  and  righ- 
tfoufnefs  and  judged  according  thereunto.  By  virtue 
of  command  given  unto  us  by  the  eternal  Spirit  of  the 
Lord  came  Vv  C  into  this  land  of  Ireland,  contrary  to 
tlic  will  of  man,  not  to  feck  ourfelves,  nor  our  own 
glory,  nor  to  prejudice  your  nation  nor  government, 
jior  to  be  hurtful  to  your  commonwealth,  but  with 
tlic  mcffagc  of  the  gofpel  of  Chrilt  Jefui;  we  came 


PEOPLE  CALLED  QUAKERS. 


to  turn  from  darknefs  to  light,  and  from  the  power 
of  fatan  to  the  power  of  God,  and  to  miniiter  tlic 
word  of  reconciliation  and  falvation  freely  (with- 
out gift  or  rew^ard)  unto  loft  fouls ;  and  hereof  God 
is  our  wirnefs,  and  alfo  we  have  the  fcals  of  our 
miniftry,  which  unro  us  herein  can  give  teflimcny  by 
the  fame  fpirit,  and  this  are  ^ve  ready  to  feal  with 
our  blood.  And  thcfe  fix  months  and  upwards 
have  we  laboured  in  travels  and  fufterings,  and  re- 
proaches, and  have  palled  through  your  cities  and 
towns  in  fobernefs ;  and  in  meeknefs  have  w-e  preached 
the  kingdom  of  God,  and  have  holden  forth  the  word 
of  truth  and  the  teilimony  of  Jefus ;  and  our  lives 
have  we  not  loved  till  this  day,  though  fometimes 
dangers  on  every  fiJe  liave  beiet  us,  that  we  might 
hold  forth  the  faith  of  Jefus,  the  author  of  our  pro- 
felTion,  in  the  exercife  of  a  pure  confciencc,  both  by 
do6trine  and  converfation  ;  and  herein  are  we  juriified 
in  the  fight  of  God,  and  who  is  he  that  c  .  idemas 
ns  ?  And  we  call  heaven  and  earth  to  record,  and 
the  light  in  all  men's  confciences  who  have  heard 
our  do£trine  and  feen  our  converfuion,  to  wiaiefs 
for  us  herein  ;  and  we  challenge  all  your  nation  of 
Ireland,  our  very  enemies,  to  prove  the  contrary; 
though  otherwife  we  Hand  falfely  accufed  and  faliely 
reputed  to  be  didurbers  and  makers  of  diforclers,  to 
the  breach  of  publick  peace  and  fuch  like  grievous 
things,  upon  the  falfe  information  w  hereof  a  warrant 
was  ilTued  out  from  the  chief  ruler  and  council  of 
Ireland,  and  w^e  thereby  were  apprehended  in  the 
city  of  Cork,  and  ha'ed  by  guards  as  malef.ifcors 
too,  before  the  council  in  this  city,  where  none  of 
all  thefe  falfe  accufarions  were  or  could  be  proved 
againfh  us,  nor  the  tranfgreiTion  of  any  known  law 
could  we  be  convicted  of;  and  though  occafions  were 
fought  againft  us,  yet  none  could  be  found,  and  ^ 
though  fnarcs  were  laid  for  our  feet,  yet  were  we 
not  entrapped^  but  were  cleared  in  the  fight  of  God, 
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witncffed  by  the  light  in  all  their  coafciences,  and 
"were  found  innocent  and  without  reproof  in  the  eye 
of  the  Lord  ;  and  by  our  innocency  were  their  orders 
of  falfe  accufcidons  made  of  none  efFc£l:,  and  we  thus 
far  proved  to  be  guiltlefs  before  the  throne  of  true 
judgment:  yet  notwithftanding,  contrary  to  the  light 
in  their  own  confcicnces,  and  contrary  to  the  jufl 
laws  of  the  nations  (which  afford  freedom  to  the 
free-born  and  righteous)  were  we  committed  to 
prifon  without  convi6lion,  or  any  guilt  charged  upon 
us,  or  the  Icaft  appearance  of  evil  towards  any  man's 
perfon,  though  falfely  accufed,  yet  no  true  teftimony 
given  againll  us,  whereby  our  boldnefs  in  the  way  of 
the  Lord  could  be  difcouraged,  as  having  the  tefli- 
mony  of  the  Spirit  of  God  bearing  us  witnefs  in  the 
Holy  Ghoft,  that  in  all  good  confcience  towards 
God  and  towards  man  w^e  have  lived  to  this  day ; 
alfo  are  without  reproof  in  the  fight  of  God  and  all  juft 
men ;  and  though  upon  fearch  andexamination  we  were 
found  guiltlefs  thus  far,  yet  farther  hath  the  enemy, 
ihs  devil,  prevailed  in  cruelty  againfl  the  innocent, 
that  it  is  endeavoured  that  we  be  banilhed  under  the 
account  of  vagabonds,  which  laft  accufation  is  the 
moll  falfe  and  unrighteous  ;  for  we  challenge  this. 
Of  whom  have  we  begged  ?  Or  to  whom  have  we 
been  burthenfome  ?  Or  whofe  bread  have  we  eaten 
for  nothing  ?  Or  what  evil  have  we  done  ?  Where 
is  the  teilimony  of  your  danders  ?  But  innocently  do 
we  fuffer  thefe  things,  bearing  reproaches,  and  binding 
the  cruelty  done  unio  us  as  chains  about  our  necks, 
and  as  crowns  upon  our  heads,  having  the  affurance 
that  for  well-doing  we  fuffer  thefe  things  from  the 
hands  of  the  rulers,  through  the  lies  and  ilanders  of 
the  teachers,  who  are  in  Cain's  way  of  perfecution, 
till  they  have  fulfilled  their  meafure  of  wickednefs, 
and  be  laid  wade  as  the  wilderncfs.  And  this  is  our 
caufc,  and  hereby  it  comes  before  you,  by  the  light 
of  Chriil  in  your  confcicnces  to  be  judged,  if  your 
hearts  be  not  altogether  hardened,  and  your  mind 
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t^'holly  blinded ;  and  we  lay  it  at  your  door  to  re- 
ceive  feutence  from  you,  and  without  refpecl  of 
perfons  hold  forth  our  guiklefs  caufe  before  you, 
not  begging  any  thing  from  you,  but  herein  to  dear 
our  confcicnces,  that  you  may  fave  yourfclves  from 
this  untoward  generation,  whofe  root  is  corrupt,  and 
fruit  bitternefs ;  for  while  we  have  breath  from  the 
Lord,  and  enjoyment  of  his  prcfence,  our  duty  is  to 
ferve  the  Lord,  in  bearing  witnefs  againfl  injuftice, 
and  all  cruelty  and  oppreffion,  and  fliall  appeal  to 
receive  juflice  from  the  prefent  povv'er  that  now  rules; 
for  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  we  challenge  our  privi- 
lege of  freedom,  as  being  free  born,  till  we  be  accufed 
guilty  by  the  juft  law  of  equity,  unto  which  we  are 
fubje^t  for  confcience-fake,  and  not  to  any  man's 
will,  but  by  word  and  writing  are  bound  by  the  law 
of  God  to  bear  v;itnefs  againft  the  unjufl  proceedings 
herein  of  the  heads  and  rulers  of  Dublin,  and  fliall 
feal  our  witnefs  againfl  them,  and  againft  their  un- 
righteous decrees  fealed  in  their  cruelty  againft  the 
innocent,  with  our  blood,  if  thereunto  we  be  called. 

'  Edward  Burrough/ 

Dublin,  the  26;h  of  the  Twelfth  Month, 
1655. 

He  alfo  WTote  a  paper  dated  from  the  city  of  Cork, 
entitled,  '  A  Difcovery  of  the  Idol  Dumb  Shepherds 
in  Ireland,  and  a  Lamentation  over  their  Starved  and 
Strayed  Flocks/  And  another  from  Catherlough, 
entitled,  '  An  Invitation  to  all  the  poor  defolate 
Soldiers,  to  repent,  and  make  their  Peace  with  the 
Lord,  and  their  Duty  ftiewed  them  what  the  Lord 
requires  of  them.'  Both  which,  may  be  feen  in  his 
works. 

So  much  may  fuffice  as  fpecimens  of  the  faid  Edward 
Burrough's  method  of  addrcfting  ftrangers  I  ftiall 
next  fubjoin  an  epiftle  of  his  to  the  brethren  here, 
both  as  a  fpecimen  of  the  language  and  fentiments 
of  friends  in  thofe  days,  and  as  containing  matter 
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not  unworthy  the  attention  of  thofe  of  the  prefent 
generation,  viz.  ^ 

'  To  all  the  feed  of  God  in  Ireland,  whom  the  L' rd 
is  gathering  by  his  out-ftrerched  arm,  and  making, 
vcffcls  of  his  honour,  that  he  may  dwell  with  you. 

*  The  grace,  mercy,  and  peace  of  God  be  incrcafed 
amongft  you,  that  the  Father  may  reap  fruit  of  you, 
who  is  glorified  by  bringing  forth  much  fruit :  I  fay 
unto  you  all.  Love  the  Lo\d  and  his  truth  above  all 
things,  and  let  his  fear  be  before  your  eyes,  and  his 
judgments  in  your  hearts  continually,  that  you  may 
never  offend  his  Spirit  in  you,  nor  grieve  his  righteous 
foul.  Take  heed  unto  yourfelves  and  be  watchful, 
left  the  enemy  prevail  over  you,  and  lead  you  afide 
from  the  way  of  truth  and  peace,  and  then  trouble 
and  wrath  come  upon  you  if  you  fm  againfh  him. 

'  Therefore  every  particular  of  you  know  and  feel  a 
n  eafure  of  the  flrength  of  Chrift  in  you,  that  you 
may  be  warned  againlt:  all  the  wiles  of  fatan,  whofc 
power  worketh  and  moveih  in  the  ficfhly  part  which 
ruleth  above  the  feed  of  God,  which  part  mufi:  be 
crucified  and  circumcifed  with  the  circumcifion  made 
without  hands,  that  you  may  be  pure  and  clean, 
vefiels  of  honour  fitted  for  the  mailer's  ufe ;  for 
none  can  honour  the  Lord  bur  thofe  that  are  purified 
by  him,  and  Chrift  comes  to  purify,  and  he  is  fitting 
as  a  refiner's  fire,  and  this  is  witncfifed  amongft:  all 
that  wait  upon  him. 

'  So  you  that  are  turned  to  the  power  of  God  ia 
you,  mind  it  and  be  obedient  unto  it  in  all  things, 
and  refifl  the  power  of  (aran,  which  would  lead  from 
God,  and  wait  for  power  that  you  may  be  the  chil-- 
dren  of  God,  and  may  fulfil  his  will  in  all  things, 
and  unto  this  you  are  called  hy  the  preaching  of  the 
gofpel  which  came  amongfl  you  from  the  Lord,  that 
yoU  may  know  things  which  are  eternal,  and  might 
be  reconciled  to  God  thereby. 
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*  I  fay  from  the  Lord,  you  are  not  called  to  fulfil 
yonr  own  wills  in  any  things,  but  the  will  of  the  Lord 
In  all  things,  which  if  you  do  his  will,  you  will  there- 
by be  lan^tified,  and  the  old  man  will  be  put  oif,  and 
all  the  works  of  the  devil  will  be  deftroyed,  and  Chrift 
the  fccond  Adam  will  give  you  power  over  all  your 
enemies  within  and  without,  as  the  fltflily  part  in  yoa 
is  fubdued  by  the  w^orking  of  his  Spirit,  which  every 
one  of  you  mufc  feel  and  know,  which  leads  into  all 
truth,  and  condemneth  all  evil :  and  all  that  are  in  the 
evil  are  not  led  by  the  Spirit  of  God  though  they 
profcfs  the  Scriptures,  and  fuch  are  not  the  childrea 
of  God,  nor  heirs  of  his  inheritance,  which  everr 
one  of  you  muil  wait  for,  and  to  be  born  of  the 
incorruptible  feed  by  the  word  of  God,  which  live.; 
for  ever,  which  word  you  mud  feel  in  you,  and  its 
operation,  W'hich  is  as  a  nre,  and  like  a  hammer:  (j 
the  faints  faid  it  was,  and  fo  we  \^  itnefs  it  to  be ; 
and  every  one  that  handles,  taifes  and  feels  of  thi^ 
word,  thereby  is  the  enmity  flain  in  its  ground  ani 
fruits,  and  the  body  of  death  is  put  oiF,  and  the  new 
man  is  put  on,  who  is  the  exprefs  image  of  God, 
which  every  one  of  you  muft  know  and  witnefs,  for 
it  is  the  Father's  mark  upon  the  forehead,  for  ye  that 
bear  it  not  cannot  be  juilified  nor  laved  in  the  day  of 
the  Lord. 

'  Every  one  of  you  having  a  meafure  of  light  from 
Chriil:  the  Saviour,  unto  this  you  are  to  cake  heed 
only,  and  it  leads  to  Chrld  to  receive  him  and  be 
joined  to  him  :  fo  every  one  take  heed  to  yonr  own 
meafures  of  thp  grace  of  God,  and  a  fui^ljieut  teacher 
you  will  witnefs^  and  the  new  covenant  you  will 
know,  where  fm  and  iniquity  is  not  remembered,  bur 
forgiven  and  blotted  out  ;  and  here  is  the  irue  .re- 
joicing where  pov/er  is  received  over  all  lin,  ard  dearh 
is  deftroyed,  and  viclory  is  known,  and  the  ibnfiiip  is 
witneilcd,  and  info  this  muft  every  one  groT,  inro 
perfc6lion  and  complcicnefs  in  Jelus  Chrilt. 
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*  So  all  friends,  I  do  warn  you  all,  patiently  to  Walt 
upon  the  Lord,  that  you  may  witnefs  the  fulfilling  of 
the  promifes,  and  may  know  thefe  things  in  the  fpirit, 
and  may  have  them  as  a  treafure  in  your  hearts  ;  for 
the  knowledge  of  God  is  a  treafure,  and  to  know  him 
h  life  eternal ;  and  it  is  the  upright  in  heart  whom 
he  teacheth  knowledge,  and  it  is  into  the  pure  heart 
that  his  knowledge  is  put. 

*  So  mind  that  which  will  purify  your  hearts,  that 
the  Lord  may  dwell  in  you  and  with  you,  and  let  love 
and  unity  abound  one  towards  another,  and  ferve  one 
another  in  love ;  and  all  ferve  the  Lord  Jefus,  and 
dwell  in  the  crofs  to  the  world  and  all  its  ways ;  for 
the  crofs  of  Chrifl:  is  the  power  of  God  which  flays 
the  enmity,  and  brings  forth  the  feed  of  God,  and 
every  one  keep  to  your  own  meafures  which  God  hath 
given  you,  and  that  will  guide  you  in  all  the  ways  of 
peace. 

'  Judge  not  above  your  meafures,  for  then  the  Lord 
doth  not  guide  you ;  neither  be  hafty,  rafh,  or  for- 
ward, for  then  you  go  out  of  God's  counfel,  and  lay 
yourfelvcs  open  to  temptations  to  be  overcome  of  the 
devil.,  you  going  from  the  light  you  lofe  your  armour, 
and  that  which  fliould  defend  you  from  the  devil, 
and  your  latter  end  is  worfe  than  your  beginning, 
if  again  you  be  overcome  of  him :  wherefore  all 
friends,  be  circumfpect  and  watchful,  left  at  any  time 
you  be  tempted  and  oveicome,  and  fo  lofe  your 
peace,  and  then  trouble  and  forrow  take  hold  upon 
you,  whenfoever  you  have  loft  the  countenance  of 
the  Lord. 

^  Keep  your  meetings  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  and 
you  will  fee  the  Lord  amongft  you,  and  his  prefence 
refrefhing  your  hearts ;  and  as  you  are  moved  with 
the  power  of  the  Lord,  be  obedient  in  every  thing, 
and  watch  ever  one  another  with  a  fmgle  eye,  and 
inform  and  inftru(^l:  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  and  be 
examples  one  to  another  in  rightcoufnefs,  and  give  no 
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occaCon  unto  the  world  by  an  impure  converfatlon, 
but  walk  in  wifdom  and  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord 
towards  all  men,  that  the  witnefs  of  God  in  every 
one  may  anfwer  for  you  and  juilify  our  God. 

'  The  Lord  hath  a  feed  in  Ireland  gathering  and  co 
be  gathered,  and  your  heavenly  convcrfdtion  will 
preach  to  others,  and  fo  every  one  will  be  a  minifler 
of  Chrift  in  his  place,  as  ye  walk  in  the  light  which 
Chriil  hath  enlightened  you  withal,  who  lighceth 
every  man  that  comech  into  the  world,  that  all  men 
may  believe ;  and  he  that  hateth  the  light  remaineth 
in  unbelief  and  under  condemnation  ;  but  he  that 
loveth  the  light,  his  deeds  are  wrought  in  God,  and 
they  fliall  not  be  condemned. 

'  My  love  in  the  Lord  is  towards  you  all  that 
hunger  after  righteoufnels,  and  my  prayers  are  for 
you  all,  that  pcrfedl  rell  you  may  obLiin,  and 
falvation. 

'  I  am  now  a  prifoner  for  Chrift's  fake,  and  for  hi^ 
truth's  fake,  through  the  cruelty  of  men  who  hate 
the  Lord  and  his  'ervants,  but  am  perfeftly  well  in 
the  Lord,  knowing  that  this  fhall  be  for  the  further- 
ance of  the  gofpel  of  Chrift.  The  prefence  of  the 
Lord  be  amongil  you  all,  and  his  eternal  power  give 
you  victory  over  all  your  enemies.  Amen. 

'  Edward  Burrough/ 

Prom  the  common  gaol  in  Kinz^lon  upon 
Thames,  in  the  county  of  Surry,  the 
Cjth  day  of  the  Sixth  month,  165  7. 

Concerning  the  faid  Edward  Burrough  and  Francis 
Howgil,  this  teftimony  is  given  in  the  account  of  the 
early  fufferings  ot  friends  in  Ireland,  viz. 

*  They  were  made  a  blefling  to  us,  the  Lord  work- 
ing mightily  by  them,  to  the  turning  of  many  from 
darkne;s  to  light,  and  from  fatan's  power  unto  God  ; 
and  their  do<^rine  and  converfation  was  fuch  as  truly 
reached  unto  and  anfwered  the  witnefi  of  Gcd'in  our 
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confciences  ;  and  we  may  praife  the  Lord  on  ihcir 
behalf,  who  were  unto  us  the  melTengers  of  falvation/ 

The  fame  day,  or  a  few  days  after  that  Edward 
Burrough  and  Francis  Howgil  were  banifhed  for 
England,  landed  Barbara  Blaugdon  from  the  weft  of 
England^  who  went  to  Henry  Cromwell,  then  lord- 
deputy,  and  bad  him  beware  he  was  not  found 
fighting  againft  God,  hi  oppofmg  the  truth  and  per- 
fecuting  the  innocent ;  but  like  wife  Gamaliel  to  let 
them  alone,  for  if  the  work  was  of  God,  it  would 
ftand,  but  if  of  man,  it  would  fall.*  The  deputy 
heard  her  moderately,  fo  that  fhe  perceived  the 
enmity  did  not  He  fo  much  in  himfelf,  as  that  he  was 
llirred  up  to  perfecution  by  evil  magiftrares  and 
priefts.  Having  performed  her  fervice  in  Dublin, 
Ihe  went  to  Cork,  where  flie  had  fome  acquaintance 
and  relations  ;  but  her  fufferings  were  great,  for  flie 
was  imprifoned  almoft  wherever  {he  came,  being 
moved  to  follow  thofe  of  her  acquaintance  into  feve- 
ral  fteeple-houfes ;  yet  wherever  her  mouth  was 
opened,  there  were  fome  that  received  her  teftimony. 
Not  long  after,  (he  was  moved  to  come  a  fecond  time 
to  Ireland,  and  in  Dublin  fhe  went  into  the  court  of 
juftice  and  fpoke  to  the  judges,  exhorting  them  to 
righteoufnefs ;  which  was  taken  fo  ill  that  Ihe  was 
imprifoned  for  it,  but  was  releafed  by  the  inter- 
cellion  of  fir  William  King,  colonel  Fare^  and  the 
lady  Browne.f 

This  year  (16^6)  feveral  others  in  the  miniftry  came 
over,  and  had  good  fervice  in  turning  many  to  the  Lord, 
particularly  John  Bowran  of  Cotherftone  in  York- 
fliire,  who  landed  in  Dublin,  and  afterwards  travelled 
into  the  North.  He  vifited  Ireland  fix  times  in  fix 
years.    See  Piety  Promoted,  Part  III. 

About  the  fame  time  William  Edmundfon,  was 


f  See  Scwcl's  Hiftorjr  of  the  Quakers 
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moved  In  fpirir  to  leave  ofF  fliop-keeping,  and  take 
-  a  farm^  in  order  that  he  might,  by  his  own  example, 
miniftcr  ftrength  and  encouragement  in  the  teflimony 
%vhich  this  people  deemed  themfelves  confcien^ioufiy 
concerned  to  hold  forth  and  maintain,  againft  that 
antichriftian  yoke  or  oppreffion,  the  enforcing  the 
payment  of  tithes  in  thefe  gofpel-times.  With  this 
view  he  and  feveral  friends  leaving  the  meeting  to 
which  they  belonged  well  fettled,  viz.  Richard  Jack- 
fon,  Anthony  Jackfon,  John  Thompfon,  Richard 
Fayle,  John  Edmundfon,  William  Moon,  and  their 
families,  removed  and  took  land  in  the  county  of 
Cavan,  and  dwelt  there,  and  fettled  a  meeting  in 
that  county,  and  held  meetings  in  divers  places  to  the 
advancement  of  truth  and  increafe  of  hiends,  feve- 
ral being  convinced  and  joining  with  friends  :  particu- 
larly John  Pim,  Robert  Wardel,  W^illiam  Nt  ale, 
William  Parker,  Ihomas  Lun,  Thomas  Morris,  John 
Chandley,  John  Savage,  Ifabel  A£lon,  and  many 
more. 

But  as  their  numbers  increafed,  fo  did  their  fuiFer- 
ings  alfo  increafe,  and  they  were  gready  expofed  to 
the  fcorn,  derifion,  and  foul  abufes  of  the  people,  in 
bearing  their  innocent  teilimonies,  in  their  lives  and 
converfations,  againfl  the  pride,  pleafures,  padimes, 
vain  fafhions  and  cuftoms,  with  the  excelles  and 
•  evils  that  were  in  the  world,  both  among  profelTors 
and  profane,  even  the  very  priefts  themfelves,  who 
incenfed  the  magiftrates  and  other  people  againft 
Friends,  as  being  hereticks,  deceivers^  and  what  not? 

Of  thefe  fufferings  W,  E.  in  particular  met  w^ith 
a  large  lhare,  befides  the  many  hard  and  dangerous 
travels  and  exercifes  he  went  through,  when  he  was 
alone  in  the  tim.es  when  tories  and  robbers,  after  the 
war,  were  abroad,  being  fometim.es  put  under  the 
neceiTity  of  paffing  deep  waters  in  the  winter-feafon 
where  bridges  were  not  built ;  and  once  particularly 
he  was  put  into  prifon  in  Strabane,  in  his  wet  clothes. 
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after  travelling  and  fwimming,  by  which  he  grew  fick, 
and  received  no  help  from  any  but  the  Lord,  who 
healed  him :  yet  through  all  thefe  difficulties  truth 
prevailed,  and  feveral  were  convinced,  particularly  at 
Strabane,  where  a  meeting  was  fettled  and  continued 
until  the  refloration  of  king  Charles  II.  but  then 
great  fufferings  being  expecl:ed,  Robert  Burgefs  and 
another,  who  w^ere  looked  upon  as  the  leading  men 
of  that  meeting,  proved  unfaithful :  the  latter  through 
fear  of  perfecution  fled,  and  Burgefs  accepted  of  the 
office  of  a  parifh-clerk  to  the  epifcopal  prieft  that 
then  came  in  ;  but  in  a  little  time  he  was  fmitten 
with  great  affli6lion  both  in  body  and  mind,  which 
he  believed  to  be  for  his  backfliding  from  the  truth, 
as  he  confefTed  to  W.  E.  who  went  to  fee  him  in  his 
illnefs,  and  foon  after  he  died  ;  and  fo  through  the 
unfaithful nefs  of  thofe  men  the  meeting  fell. 

The  Hate  of  friends  in  general,  about  this  time, 
and  fome  particular  memorable  tranfa£tions  at  Bel- 
turbet,  are  fo  minutely  defcribed  in  the  journal  of 
W.  E.  that  I  fiiall  here  infert  them  in  his  own 
words,  viz. 

*  Now  truth  was  much  fpread,  and  meetings  fettled 
in  feveral  places,  many  being  convinced  and  brought 
to  the  knowledge  of  God,  were  added  to  friends  ; 
but  fufferings  increafed  for  not  paying  tithes,  priefts' 
maintenance,  and  towards  repairing  their  worfhip- 
houfes,  for  not  obfcrving  their  holy  days  (fo  called) 
and  fuch  like ;  they  fleeced  us  in  taking  our  goods, 
and  imprifoned  fome  of  us. 

*  In  thofe  days  the  world  and  the  things  of  it  were 
not  near  our  hearts,  but  the  love  of  God,  his  truth 
and  teftimony  lived  in  our  hearts ;  we  were  glad  of 
one  another's  company,  though  fometimes  our  out- 
ward fare  was  very  mean,  and  our  lodging  on  flraw  ; 
we  did  not  mind  high  things,  but  were  glad  of  one 
another's  welfare  in  the  Lord,  and  his  love  dwelt 
hi  us. 
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*  Now  I  was  often  abroad  in  truth's  fervicc,  vilit- 
ing  of  friends,  and  getting  meetings  in  feveral  places. 
I  was  moved  to  travel  into  Leinller  province,  and 
went  from  place  to  place  as  the  Lord's  good  Spirit 
guided  me.  I  came  to  Roilenallis,  and  there  met 
with  two  families  come  out  of  England,  convinced 
of  the  truth  ;  from  thence  I  went  to  Nicholas 
Starkey's  near  Athlone,  and  had  a  meeting  there  on 
a  Firft-day,  to  which  feveral  fobcr  people  came,  and 
the  Lord's  power  and  prefence  was  with  us. 

'  From  thence  I  went  to  Mullingar,  and  lodged 
there  one  night,  where  was  a  trooper  that  was  con- 
vinced, who  rode  with  me  feveral  miles  the  next  day, 
and  continued  coming  to  meetings.  I  came  that  night 
to  Finagh,  but  the  inn-keepers  in  the  town  refufed 
me  lodging,  for  that  (they  knesv)  I  vvas  a  Quaker: 
it  was  in  winter- rime,  and  cold  weather  ;  fo  I  inquired 
for  the  conftabie,  and  they  flievvcd  me  his  houfe.  I 
told  him  he  muil  provide  m.e  lodging,  for  I  was  a 
traveller,  had  money  to  pay  for  what  I  fhould  have, 
and  had  been  at  the  inns,  where  they  refufed  me 
lodging.  He  kept  an  ale-houfe,  and  had  alfo  re- 
fufed me,  but  after  much  difcourfe  with  him,  he  told 
me  I  muft  be  content  with  fuch  lodging  as  he  had  for 
me.  I  told  him,  to  let  me  have  a  room  with  a  fire  to 
fit  by,  and  hay  for  my  horfe,  and  I  would  be  content : 
fo  I  alighted,  went  into  the  houfe,  and  there  were 
troopers  drinking.  They  foon  perceived  what  I  was, 
and  began  to  feoff  and  to  afk  me  many  qucftions, 
which  I  anfwered  in  my  freedom  ;  but  when  I  thee'd 
and  thouM  them  in  our  difcourfe,  they  were  very 
angry,  and  one  of  them  fwore,  if  I  thou'd  him  again 
he  would  cleave  my  head  ;  but  in  our  difcourfe  when 
it  "came  in  its  place  I  thou'd  him  again,  and  he 
ftarting  up  in  anger,  drew  his  fword  ;  but  one  of  his 
corporals  fitting  by  him  flopped  him,  and  commanded 
him  to  put  up  his  fword,  for  there  fhould  be  no 
cleaving  of  heads  there ;  fo  caufed  the  trojpers  to 
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go  to  their  quarters,  but  he  flaid  with  me  difcourfmg 
late  in  the  night,  and  was  convinced,  being  tender, 
received  the  truth,  and  came  to  meetings. 

^  About  this  time  we  had  a  meeting  at  Belturbet, 
and  the  Lord's  power  and  prefence  was  with  us,  but 
the  provofl:  of  the  tovs  n  was  an  envious  man  ;  who 
came  with  fome  rude  people,  brtike  up  our  meeting, 
and  took  us  to  prifon,  both  men  ?nd  w^omen  ;  we 
were  all  night  in  a  very  cold  place,  the  women  were 
mightily  pinched  with  cold,  it  being  froft  and  fnow  ; 
the  next  morning  he  Jet  all  the  other  friends  at 
liberty,  but  me  he  put  in  the  flocks  in  the  market- 
place, and  people  gathered  ab».ut  me,  where  I  had 
an  opportunity  to  preach  the  truth  to  them,  which 
they  heard  with  fobernefs,  we^e  tender  and  rtfleded 
much  upon  the  provoft  for  abufing  us. 

'  Robert  Wardell  then  (being  but  a  boy)  told  the 
provoil,  he  had  fet  a  better  man  than  himfelf  ^in  the 
flocks,  and  there  W'as  a  time  when  fuch  as  he  durfl 
not  have  meddled  with  me ;  wherefore  the  provoft 
took  him  and  fet  him  in  the  flocks  by  me ;  but  his. 
father  foon  heard  of  it,  and  threatened  the  provofl 
with  the  law;  for  he  was  then  mafler  of  the  fl ore, 
(there  being  a  garrifon  of  foldiers  there)  fo  Robert 
Wardell  was  foon  taken  out  of  the  jflocks ;  who 
being  convinced,  kept  wnth  friends,  and  afterwards 
became  a  ferviceable  man  for  truth,  and  a  preacher 
of  it. 

*  The  people  were  much  difTatisfied  w^ith  the  pro- 
vofl ;  fo  he  fent  his  officer  to  let  me  loofe,  who 
opened  the  flocks,  and  bid  me  take  out  my  leg,  for 
I  might  go  my  way  ;  I  told  him,  I  had  been  grofsly 
abufed,  and  made  a  publick  fpe^hicle  to  the  people, 
as  though  I  had  done  fome  great  offence,  but  was 
not  convi£lcd  of  the  breach  of  any  law ;  fo  let  the 
provoft  come  himfelf  and  take  me  out,  for  he  put  me 
in.  The  provc  ft  came  and  opened  the  flocks,  bidding 
vnc  take  out  my  leg.    I  tol^  him.  No,  for  he  had 
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made  me  a  fpeclacle  to  the  people,  and  I  knew  no 
law  ihat  I  had  broken,  but  let  him  take  out  my  leg 
that  put  it  in  ;  fo  he  opened  the  flocks  with  one 
hand,  and  took  my  leg  out  with  the  other  :  his  name 
was  Richard  Weft. 

'  At  this  time,  Oliver  Cromwell  had  put  forth  a 
declaration,  that  fuch  fhould  be  protected  in  their 
religion,  as  owned  God  the  Creator  of  all  things,  and 
Chnil  Jefus  the  Saviour  of  man,  and  the  Scriptures, 
and  feveral  other  things  mentioned  therein  :  fo  the 
governor  of  that  garrifon,  with  the  officers  and  chief 
men  in  the  town,  and  abundance  of  people  with 
them  (that  filled  the  court-houfe)  would  try  us  by  the 
declaration,  whether  we  and  our  religion  were  under 
Ohver's  protection,  or  not :  the  provofl  was  there, 
and  I  was  fent  for  in  ;  the  clerk  of  the  garrifon,  who 
was  then  a  Baptift  (but  afterwards  a  friend)  read  the 
declaration,  and  I  was  called  to  anfwer  to  the  parti- 
culars ;  I  anfwered  them  fo,  that  the  governor  and 
they  with  him  gave  their  judgment,  that  we  were  under 
protection,  and  our  religion  was  to  be  protected. 

'  Then  I  called  aloud,  that  they  would  bear  witnefs, 
how  long  we  had  been  imprifoned  illegally,  and  that 
I  fat  in  the  market-place  in  the  (locks  wrongfully, 
and  that  the  law  provided  reparation  in  fuch  cafes  j 
feveral  of  the  chief  of  them  offered  to  be  evidence, 
if  we  would  take  the  advantage  of  the  law  againft 
the  provofl  he  was  quite  daflied  and  looked  very 
pale.  The  governor  came  from  his  feat,  and  took 
iTiC  by  the  hand,  faying  he  was  forry  that  I  and  my 
friends  were  fo  abufed,  and  did  affure  me  that  he 
had  no  hand  in  it.  I  alTced  him,  who  he  was  ?  He 
faid,  he  was  the  governor  of  that  garrifon.  I  afked 
him^  where  he  had  been  thofe  two  days,  that  he  did 
not  appear  Vv-iih  his  band  of  foldiers  to  appeafe  the 
uproar ;  for  I  had  read  i-n  the  Scriptures,  that  at 
Jerufalem,  when  there  was  an  uproar  on  the  like 
<iCcount,  the  governor  came  with  a  band  of  foldiers^ 
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and  refcued  Paul  from  them,  and  appeafed  the  uproar; 
and  tvas  it  not  a  fliame  for  him,  that  a  heathen  fhould 
out-do  him  that  profefled  to  be  a  Chriftian  ?  He  was 
a  Baptift,  and  fo  were  feveral  that  were  in  authority  ^ 
thereabouts.  My  fpirit  was  borne  up  in  the  pov/er 
of  the  Lord,  as  upon  the  wings  of  an  eagle  that  day: 
truth's  teftimony  was  over  all  their  heads,  and  my 
heart  w^as  filled  with  joy  and  praifes  to  the  Lord  ; 
many  were  convinced  that  day,  and  feveral  of  them 
received  the  truth,  and  abode  in  it. 

'There  was  one  WilliamParker,  a  preacher  amongft 
the  Baptills,  he  had  oppofed  me  ftrongly  at  a  court 
a  little  before  this ;  his  wife  was  a  friend  convinced 
in  England  ;  fhe  was  a  prifoner  with  us  ;  they  lived 
then  in  the  country,  and  his  wife  not  coming  home, 
in  the  morning  he  came  to  look  for  her,  and  finding 
me  fitting  in  the  (locks  in  the  cold  winter,  in  the  open 
market-place,  he  was  fmitten  to  the  heart ;  after  I 
had  done  with  them  all,  I  was  at  hberty,  and  came 
to  friends  with  my  heart  full  of  joy.  The  faid  Parker 
was  with  friends,  fo  I  afked  him,  what  he  thought  of 
his  brethren,  to  fufter  us  to  be  thus  ufed,  and  they 
chief  in  command  in  that  place?  He  anfwered  with 
tears  in  hi?  eyes,  he  was  afliamed  of  them,  that  had 
been  fo  long  profefiing  and  fighting  for  confcience, 
now  to  fafFer  confcience  to  be  trodden  in  the  dirt  ; 
he  went  to  them  no  more,  but  came  to  our  meetiny^s, 
taking  up  the  crofs  of  Chrift,  and  became  an  honed, 
zealous  man  of  truth,  having  a  publick  teflimony 
in  meetings,  and  died  in  the  true  faith  which  J^ius 
is  the  author  of. 

^  There  was  alfo  one  William  Morris,  an  elder 
amongft  the  Baptifts,  in  great  repute,  captain  of  a 
company,  juftice  of  the  peace,  commilTioner  of  the 
revenues,  chief  treafurer  in  that  quarter,  alfo  chief 
governor  of  three  garrifons  ;  to  whom  the  news  of 
this  day's  work  was  foon  carried,  whereat  he  was 
much  troubled  in  mind,  and  told  the  melTenger,  who 
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v^s  a  juftice  of  peace,  it  was  a  fhame  for  them  to 
fuffcr  us  to  be  fo  abufed,  faying,  the  time  would 
come,  that  they  would  be  glad  to  flielrer  under  our 
wings.    The  rumour  foon  went  among  the  Baptifts, 
and  to  the  court  at  Dublin,  that  capt.  Morris  was 
turned  Quaker,  whereupon  he  was  removed  with 
his  company  Southward ;   not  long  after  he  was 
fent  for  to  Dublin,  to  appear  before  the  general  and 
chief  officers,  many  of  whom  were  Baptifts ;  he  was 
examined  about  his  being  turned  Quaker,  which  he 
did  not  deny,  but  confefted  our  faith  and  principles, 
and  at  that  time  was  difcharged  from  his  command, 
becaufe  he  was  a  Quaker;  he  was  a  worthy,  wife  man, 
had  a  teflimony  in  our  meetings,  and  died  in'  the 
faith  of  Jefus.' 

Thomas  Loe,  who  was  a  lively  minifter  of  Chrifl: 
Jefus,  and  could  divide  the  word  aright,  came  over 
this  year  (1657 J  from  Oxford  in  England,  and  had 
good  fervice  in  Munfter,  and  from  thence  travelled  to 
Dublin  on  foot,  where  he  declared  the  day  of  the 
Lord  through  the  ftreets  thereof;  preaching  the  word 
of  life  and  falvation  from  James's  gate  until  he  came 
to  Lazer's  hill  :  he  lodged  at  Stephen  Rich*s,  where 
he  fometimes  had  meetings  ;  alfo  at  captain  Allen's, 
but  the  fettled  meeting  was  at  George  Latham's  by 
Polegate  :  he  had  blefTed  fervice,  and  many  were 
convinced  by  him.  Dublin  was  alfo  vifited  this  year, 
by  W.  E.  Edward  Cook,  and  others,  who  had  good 
fervice,  being  inftrumental  to  the  convincement  of 
feveral. 

Richard  Roper  and  William  Waller  alfo  came 
over  about  this  time,  in  the  fervice  of  the  truth : 
they  were  fmcere  and  ferviceable  men,  and  they  and 
Thomas  Loe  vifued  fomc  friends  who  had  received 
truth  in  the  county  of  Carlow,  and  feveral  were 
convinced  by  their  teftimony,  as  Thomas  Wefton  and 
bis  wife,  Henry  Rofe,  and  others. 

The  before-mentioned  ll:iomas  Loe  alfo  vifued 
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friends  in  Ulfler,  and  had  good  fervice,  many  being 
convinced  by  him  there,  as  alfo  in  mofl  or.hcr  parts 
of  the  nation. 

This  year  (1658)  friends  in  the  miniftry,  with  great, 
zeal  and  fervency,  travelled  up  and  dovrn,  and  fettled 
jneetings  where  they  could  in  new  places ;  and  par- 
ticularly W.  E.  travelling  towards  the  Moate,  a 
meeting  was  held  at  the  houfe  of  Nicholas  Starkey 
at  Ballykilroe,  being  the  fird  meeting  that  friends 
had  obtained  in  thofe  parts. 

This  year  (1659)  landed  at  Donaghadee  in  Ulfter, 
John  Burnyeat,  an  eminent,  faithful  fei  vant  of  theLord. 
He  travelled  on  foot  through  divers  parts  of  that  pro- 
vince, and  by  his  means  many  were  convinced,  and 
converted  to  God  from  the  evil  and  vanity  of  their 
ways.  From  thence  he  iravelled  to  Dublin,  and  had 
good  fervice  for  troth  there,  from  whence  he  pro- 
ceeded taMountmelick,  to  Kilkenny,  and  fo  to  Munfler, 
thence  to  Rois,  Wexford,  Carlow,  and  back  again  to 
Mountmelick,  and  had  meetings  in  other  places  as 
lie  travelled,  preaching  the  true  faith  of  jefus,  and 
returned  to  the  North  ;  and  at  Lurgan  he  met  with 
Robei't  Lodge,  who  was  newly  come  from  England, 
who  was  alfo  an  able  minifter  of  Chrift,  and  they 
pined  in  travels  as  true  fellow-labourers  in  the  gofpel 
of  the  Son  of  God,  fpreading  truth  and  convincing 
many.  They  v;ent  to  Londonderry,  but  when  the 
people  difcovered  what  they  were,  they  were  un- 
willing  to  receive  them,  or  let  them  have  lodging  for  ' 
their  money.  They  went  to  the  fleeple-houfe  there 
on  the  Firil-day  of  the  week,  and  had  a  good  oppor- 
tunity to  declare  the  truth  among  the  people ;  but 
at  length  the  mayor  fent  his  officers  and  forced  them 
out  of  the  city,  from  whence  they  proceeded  to  fev&ral 
ocher  places  in  the  province  of  Ulfler,  and  to  Dublin, 
Mountmelick,  Athlone,  Galway,  Limerick,  Cork  and 
Bandon,  and  returned  to  the  North  again  :  and  thus 
they  fpeni  their  time  with  diligence  and  hard  travel. 
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often  in  cold,  hunger,  and  hardfliip,  many  parts  of 
the  country  being  then  uninhabited  They  were  im- 
prifoned  feveral  times,  as  in  Armagh,  Dubli  :•,  and 
Cork,  befides  other  abufes  that  they  received,  be- 
caufe  of  the  teftimony  they  had  to  bear  in  towns  and 
fteeple-houfes,  againd:  hireling  priefts :  and  thus 
having  laboured  in  the  gofpcl  together  for  the  fpace 
of  twelve  months,  and  being  inftrumental  to  the  con- 
vincing and  gathering  of  many  to  the  truth,  being 
clear  of  their  fervice  here,  in  the  Seventh  month,  1660, 
they  took  fliipping  at  Carrickfergus  for  England. 

Among  others  that  believed  and  were  added  to 
Friends  bouf  the  years  1658  and  1659,  and  conti- 
nued faithful  and  ferviceable  in  their  day,  by  the 
lively  miniilry  of  the  above  menticae.l  Thomas  Loe, 
W.  E.  John  Burnyeat,  Robert  Lodge  and  others, 
were  Francis  Robfon,  Roger  Webb,  Peter  Rofs, 
Robert  Hoope,  and  George  Gregfon,  who  after  fomc 
time  was  endued  with  a  clear,  lively,  convincing  gifc 
of  the  miniflry. 

This  year  (1659)  feveral  of  the  friends  above-men-^ 
tioned,*  by  reafcn  of  their  landlords  not  perrorming 
covenant  with  them,  removed  from  the  county  of 
Cavan,  and  fettled  in  and  about  Mountmellick,  in  the 
Queen's  county,  viz.  W.  E.  Richard  Jackfon,  joha 
Edmundfon,  John  Thompfon,  ^Villiam  Moon,  John 
Pim,  and  others,  with  their  familie:> ;  and  feveral  hav- 
ing been  convinced  thereabouts  fome  time  before,  a 
meeting  was  fettled  at  Mountmelick,  which  is  fmce 
become  large.  As  to  the  places  they  removed  from, 
they  left  the  meetings  there  in  a  fettled  condition,  and 
fo  they  continued,  particularly  the  meeting  at  Cavan, 
until  it  was  loft  by  means  of  the  wars,  friends  that 
lived  there  being  difperfed  thereby,  and  driven  from 
their  habitations. 

This  year  a  meeting  was  fettled  at  or  near  Moate, 
at  the  houfe  of  Thomas  Englifh.    Some  time  after 
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John  Clibborne,  T^mesWifely,  Henry  Fuller,  formerly 
a  captain,  Abraham  Fuller,  Samuel  Strangman,  Thomas 
Beale,  William  Shide  of  Athlone,  and  many  others 
being  convinced,  the  meeting  was  removed  to  the 
houfe  of  John  Clibborne  at  Moate. 

About  the  fame  time  W.  E.  and  other  friends  vifited 
Drogheda,  where  fome  were  convinced,  and  a  meeting 
fettled  :  much  labour  oF  miniftering  fri'^nds  hath  been 
fince  beflowed  upon  that  place,  but  through  the  im- 
faithfulnefs  of  feveral  who  lived  there,  the  meeting 
bath  decayed  rather  than  increafed,  yet  a  fmail  meeting 
remains  there  unto  this  day. 

Robert  Turner  having,  about  the  year  1657,  t)een 
if#rumental  to  the  convin cement  of  a  few  who  hved 
at  Grange,  near  C  hcirlemont  in  the  province  of  Ulfter, 
this  year  (i66c),  their  numbers  being  confiderably 
hTcreafcd  through  the  labours  of  other  travelling 
friends,  a  meeting  was  fettled  there. 

About  this  time  alfo  a  meeting  was  fettled  at  Bally- 
>  makill  in  the  Queen's  county,  Chriftopher  and  Joha 
Raper  being  convinced. 

The  flate  of  Friends  this  year  f  1661)  is  defcribcd  in 
the  following  words,  by  W.E.  in  his  journal,  p.  39,  40. 

'  Now  was  king  Charles  coming  in,  and  thefe  na- 
tions were  in  heaps  of  confufion,  and  ran  upon  us  as 
if  they  would  have  deftroyed  us  at  once,  or  fwal lowed 
us  up  ;  breaking  up  our  meetings,  taking  us  up  in 
high-ways,  and  haling  us  to  prifon  ;  fo  that  it  was  a 
general  imprifonment  of  friends  in  this  nation.  1  was 
prifoner  at  Maryborough,  with  many  more  friends, 
yet  the  Lord  fupported  and  bore  up  our  fpirits  above 
fufferings  and  mens'  cruelties ;  fo  that  friends  were 
frclh  and  lively  in  the  Lord's  goodnefs  and  covenant 
of  light  and  life,  contented  in  the  will  of  God  ;  for 
we  had  many  heavenly,  blelTed  meetings  in  prifon,  and 
the  Lord's  prefence  with  us,  10  our  great  comfort 
and  confolaticn  in  him,  who  wrought  liberby  for  us, 
in  his  own  time.' 
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This  year  ( 1664)  John  Eurnyeat  aforementioned, 
came  over  a  fecond  time  and  vifited  friends  in  many 
parts  of  the  nation,  and  had  good  fervice,  fcveral  beinj^ 
convinced  by  his  means,  and  about  the  Seventh  month 
he  took  [hipping  at  Gal  way  for  Barbadoes.  The  num- 
ber of  friends  increafed  greatly,  and  many  vifits  this 
nation  had  in  thofe  days  by  faithful  labourers  in  the 
gofpel,  both  of  its  own  inhabitants  and  ftrangers, 
cot  vvithflanding  that  tlirough  the  covetoufnefs  of  the 
priefts,  great  fpoil  was  made  of  friends  goods,  a 
great  deal  being  forcibly  taken  away  for  tythe  and 
other  demands,  which  friends  for  confcience-fake 
could  not  pay  ;  whence  fome  of  them  were  cad  into 
prifon  upon  writs  of  excommunication  and  definitive 
ientences ;  yet  ftill  the  Lord  wrought  favour  in  the 
hearts  of  rulers,  and  flieriiFs  were  often  very  favour- 
able to  friends,  granting  them  their  liberty  when  It 
was  in  their  power. 

The  (late  of  friends  at  this  time  (1665),  about 
Mountmelick,is  thusdefcribed  in  WilliamEdmuncfon's 
journal : 

'  I  having  my  liberty,  found  a  concern  on  my  mind, 
to  folicit  the  government  againft  the  priefis'  fiercenefs 
and  cruelty:  for  George  Clapham,  pried  of  Mount- 
melick,  endeavoured  to  prevent  the  miller's  grinding 
our  corn  for  our  families,  or  any  to  fpeak  or  trade 
with  us  or  any  of  our  fcimilies ;  he  watched  the 
market  and  friends  (liops ;  and  thofe  he  faw  or  knew 
to  deal  with  friends,  he  fent  the  apparitor  to  fumraon 
them  to  the  bifhop's  court ;  fo  forced  them  to  pay 
him  and  the  appa"ritor  money,  to  get  freed  from  that 
trouble,  they  being  afraid  of  the  bifhop's  court,  it 
bore  fuch  a  great  name. 

'  This  priefl  told  his  hearers,  that  if  they  met  any 
of  us  in  the  high-way,  they  fhould  fliun  us  as  they 
would  (bun  the  plague ;  and  if  they  owed  us  any 
thing,  they  need  not  pay  it ;  or  if  they  knocked  us 
on  the  head,  the  law  would  bear  them  out.   At  which 
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the  people  were  mightily  troubled,  and  in  general 
their  love  declined  from  the  prieft,  and  drew  towards 
friends ;  they  would  offer  their  fervants  to  carry  our 
corn  to  the  mill,  that  we  might  get  bread  for  our 
families,  or  any  other  kindnefs  they  could  do  for  us. 

'  I  drew  up  a  great  deal  of  his  grofs  proceedings, 
and  got  many  hands  to  them  of  his  own  people,  who 
had  been  abufed ;  fo  went  to  Dublin  and  petitioned 
the  government,  who  with  the  primate  took  notice 
of  it,  and  the  privy-council  refented  it,  being  contrary 
to  all  law  and  rule ;  fo  fent  an  order  for  the  prieft 
and  apparitor  to  appear  before  the  council ;  they 
came,  and  were  fharply  reproved,  and  had  been 
punifhed  (for  the  primate  faid  he  would  make  them 
examples),  but  that  I  told  hinl,  we  defired  nothing 
but  to  be  quiet,  and  live  peaceably  in  our  callings, 
and  that  they  would  defifl  from  their  cruelty.  The 
primate,  Boyle,  who  was  alfo  chancellor,  faid,  if  they 
do  not  defift,  do  but  write  to  him,  and  he  wouM  make 
them  examples  to  the  nation  ;  fo  I  forgave  them,  and 
let  all  fall.  This  gained  much  on  the  minds  of  many 
chief  men  in  authority. 

'  Now  this  pried  was  very  angry  againfl:  me,  although 
I  had  forgiven  him  as  aforefaid  (being  very  greedy 
and  covetous).  One  time  he  took  a  neighbour's  horle 
and  cart,  came  to  my  houfe^  and  loaded  and  carried 
away  a  great  deal  of  cheefe ;  alfo  at  that  time  took 
away  much  goods,  corn,  and  w^earing- clothes,  from 
friends  of  our  meeting,  for  fome  church-dues  as 
he  faid ;  and  I  being  at  a  meeting  in  Mountmeiick, 
as  I  ufed  to  be  when  at  home,  he  being  a  juflice  of 
the  peace,  fent  a  conftable  to  apprehend  me,  and 
made  a  mittimus  to  fend  me  to  Maryborough  goal ; 
but  the  earl  of  Mountrath  fuperfeded  his  warrant, 
and  fet  me  at  liberty  t,ill  the  alfizes. 

'  When  the  afTizes  came,  he  flood  by  me  againft  the 
faid  prieft,  who  had  drawn  up  two  indi<5i:ments  againft 
me  J  and  when  they  came  into  court,  four  lawyers, 
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one  after  another  pleaded  for  me,  though  I  knew 
nothing  of  them,  or  gave  them  any  fee  ^  but  the 
Lord  gave  us  place  in  the  hearts  of  people,  and  their 
bowels  yearned  towards  us.  1  he  indictment  was 
quafhed,  and  the  priefl  hilled  at  by  the  court  to  his 
fhame ;  the  judge  alfo  turned  againfl  him  ;  fever?i 
friends  came  a  great  way  to  fee  and  hear  the  trial, 
and  greatly  rejoiced  in  the  Lord  to  fee  the  priefl 
fruflrated  in  his  evil  defigns. 

Another  time  this  prieft  Clapham  indi6led  feveral 
friends  of  our  meeting  at  the  alhzes  at  Maryborough, 
and  me,  for  being  at  a  meeting  fuch  a  day,  which 
he  called  an  unlawful  alTembly,  and  for  not  being  at: 
church  (as  he  called  it)  the  fam.e  day  ;  he  alfo  in- 
dialed  me  for  not  paying  a  levy,  or  fefs,  towards 
the  repairs  of  his  worihip-houfe ;  though  the  wardens 
and  conftablehad  before  taken  from  me  for  the  fame, 
a  mare  worth  three  pounds  ten  fhillings.  Several 
friends  were  thus  proceeded  againfl,  and  w^e  were 
fined,  and  order  given  to  diftrain  our  goods :  fo  I 
rode  to  Dtiblin  and  petitioned  the  lord  lieutenant  and 
council.    I  and  one  other  friend  were  admitted  into 
the  council  chamber,  to  Rate  our  grievance,  and  had  a 
very  fair  hearing,  that  judge  being  prefent  who  gave 
judgment  againfl  us  at  the  afTizes ;  the  council  gave 
their  judgment  that  their  proceedings  were  illegal ; 
and  the  lord  lieutenant  would  know,   why  we  did 
not  pay  tithes  to  the  minifters  ?    So  I  fhewed  him  out 
of  the  Scriptures,  the  law  was  ended  that  give  tithes, 
and  the  priefthood  changed  that  received  them,  by 
the  coming  and  fufFering  of  Chrifl,  who  had  ferded 
a  miniflry  on  better  terms,  and  ordered  them  a  main- 
tenance ;  he  would  know,  what  maintenance  the 
minifters  mufl:  have?  I  told  him,  '  Chrifl's  allowance 
and  I  fhewed  him  from  the  Scriptures  w^hat  it  v;as, 
as  the  Lord  opened  them  to  me,  by  his  Spirit  and 
Power  that  w^as  with  me,  which  gave  me  wifdom  and 
utterance,  and  fet  hQlue  "svhat  I  faid  to  th?ir  under- 
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(landings.  There  were  three  blfliops  prcfent,  and 
not  one  of  them  replied  in  all  this  difcourfe,  though 
fo  nearly  concerned  in  it.  In  the  conclufion,  the 
lord  lieutenant  bid  God  blefs  us ;  adding,  we  Ihould  . 
not  fufFer  for  nor  going  to  their  pubhck  worfhip, 
neither  for  going  to  our  meetings.  Now  this  quieted 
the  priefl,  and  it  foon  went  abroad,  that  the  Quakers 
had  the  hberty  of  their  rehgion,  which  was  a  great 
eafe  to  friends,  for  we  had  been  often  imprifoned,  and 
had  much  goods  taken  from  us  on  that  account/ 

In  the  year  1666  a  certain  perfon,  who  afterwards? 
became  very  confpicuous  for  his  good  fervices  both  to 
the  church  and  to  mankind  in  general,  viz.  WiHiam 
Pcnn  was  convinced  ;  his  father,  fir  William  Penn, 
then  vice-admiral  of  England,  having  committed  to 
his  care  and  management  a  confiderable  eftate  in  this 
kingdom,  which  occafioned  his  coming  hither ;  and 
being  informed  that  Thomas  Loe  was  to  be  at  a 
meeting  in  Cork,  he  went  to  hear  him ;  who  began 
his  declaration  with  thefe  words ;  "  There  is  a  faith 
that  overcomes  the  world,  and  there  is  a  faith  that  is 
overcome  by  the  world  ;  upon  which  fubje(fl:  he 
enlarged  with  great  clearnefs  and  energy  ;  and  by 
the  living  and  powerful  teflimony  of  this  man  (which^ 
had  made  fome  imprefTion  upon  his  fpirit  ten  years 
before)  he  was  now  thoroughly  convinced,  and  after- 
wards conflantly  attended  the  meetings  of  the  people 
called  Quakers,  even  through  the  heat  of  perfecution. 

On  the  3d  of  the  Ninth  month,  1667,  being  again 
at  a  meeting  *at  Cork,  he,  with  many  others,  was 
apprehended  and  carried  before  the  mayor,  who 
obferving  that  his  drefs  difcovered  not  the  Quaker, 
would  have  fet  him  at  liberty,  upon  bond  for  his 
good  behaviour ;  which  he  refufing,  was,  with  about 
eighteen  others,  committed  to  prifon.  He  bad, 
during  his  abode  in  Ireland,  contracSled  an  intimate 
acquaintance  with  many  of  the  nobility  and  gentry, 
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and,  being  naw  a  prifoner,  wrote  the  following 
letter 

To  the  Earl  of  Orrery,  Lord  Prefident  of  Munften  . 

'  The  occafion  may  fcem  as  (Irange  as  my  caufe  is 
jufl  ;  but  your  lordihip  will  no  Icfs  exprefs  your 
charity  in  the  one,  than  your  juftice  in  the  other. 

Religion,  which  is  at  once  my  crime,  and  mine 
innocence,  makes  me  a  prilbncr  to  a  mayor's  malice, 
but  mine  own  freeman  ;  for  being  in  the  alTembiy  of 
the  people  called  Quakers,  there  came  feveral  con- 
ftables  back'd  with  foldiers,  rudely  and  arbiirariiy 
requiring  every  man's  appearance  before  the  mayor, 
and  amongd  others  violently  haled  me  with  them. 
Upon  my  coming  before  him,  he  charged  me  for 
bcing  prefent  at  a  tumultuous  and  riotous  affembly, 
and  unlefs  I  would  give  bond  for  my  good  behaviour, 
who  challenge  the  world  to  accufe  mejuftly  with  the' 
contrary,  he  would  commit  me.  1  afked  for  his  ^ 
authority  ;  for  1  humbly  conceive  without  an  acl  of 
parliament,  or  an  a£l  of  ilate,  it  might  be  juflly 
termed  too  much  ofHcioufnefs.  His  anfwer  was,  A 
proclamation  in  the  year  1660,  and  new  inflructfons 
to  revive  that  dead  and  antiquated  order.  I  leave 
your  lordihip  to  be  judge  if  that  proclamation  relates 
to  this  concernment  :  that  only  was  defigned  to 
fupprefs  fifih-monarchy  killing  fpirits ;  and  fmce  the 
king's  lord  lieutenant  and  yourfelf,  being  fully  per- 
fuaded  the  intention  of  thefe  called  Quakers  by  their 
meetings,  was  really  the  fervice  of  God,  have  there- 
fore raanifclled  a  repeal  by  a  long  conrinuance  of 
freedom,  I  hope  your  lordfhip  will  not  novv  begia 
an  unufual  feverity,  by  indulging  fo  m.uch  malice  in 
one  whofe  actions  favour  ill  with  his  nearelt  neicrh- 

o 

hours,  but  that  there  may  be  a  fpeedy  releafement 
to  all  for  attending  their  honcH:  callings,  with  the  » 
enjoyment  of  their  families,  and  not  to  be  longer 
feparated  from  both. 

Vol.  III.  K 
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And  though  to  diffent  from  a  national  f)  {lem,  im- 
pofed  by  authority,  renders  men  hereticks,  yet  I 
dare  believe  your  lordfliip  is  better  read  in  reafon 
and  theology,  than  to  fnbfcribe  a  maxim  fo  vulgar 
and  untrue  ^  for  imagining  mofl  vifible  conllitutions 
of  religious  government,  fuited  to  the  nature  and 
genius  of  a  civil  empire,  it  cannot  be  efteemed  herefy, 
but  to  fcare  a  multitude  from  fuch  enquiries  as  may 
create  divifions  fatal  to  a  civil  policy,  and  therefore  at 
worft  deferves  only  the  nam.e  of  dirinrbers. 

But  I  prefume,  my  lord,  the  acquaintance  you  have 
had  with  other  countries,  mufl  needs  have  furniflied 
you  with  this  infallible  obfervation,  that  diverfities 
of  faith  and  worfhip  contribute  not  to  the  difturbance 
of  any  place,  where  moral  uniformity  is  barely  requi- 
fite  to  preferve  the  peace.  It  is  not  long  fmce  you 
were  a  good  folicitor  for  the  liberty  I  now  crave, 
and  concluded  no  way  fo  effe^lual  to  improve  or  ad- 
vantage this  country,  as  to  difpenfe  with  freedom  in 
things  rdating  to  confcience ;  and  I  fuppofe  were  it 
riotous  or  tumuituaiy,  as  by  feme  vainly  im.agined, 
your  lordlhip's  inclination,  as  well  as  duty,  would 
entertain  a  very  remote  opinion.  My  humble 
fupplication  therefore  to  you  is,  that  fo  malicious  and 
injurious  a  practice  to  innocent  Englifhmen,  may  not 
receive  any  countenance  or  encouragement  from  your 
^  lord&ip ;  for  as  it  is  contrary  to  the  practice  elfe- 
where,  and  a  bad  argument  to  invite  Englifli  hither, 
fo,  with  fubmiflion,  will  it  not  refemble  that  clemency 
and  Engliili  fpirir,  that  hath  hitherto  made  you 
honourable. 

If  in  this  cafe  I  may  have  ufcd  too  great  a  liberty, 
it  is  my  fubject,  nor  lhall  I  doubt  your  pardon,  fmce 
by  your  authority  I  expe6i:  a  favour,  which  never  will 
be  ufed  unworthy  an  honell  man,  and 


Your  Lordfhip's  faithful,  &c. 
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His  reqnefl  in  the  lerter,  fo  far  as  related  to  himfelfj, 
was  qu'ckly  granted,  for  the  eari  forthwith  ordered 
his  difcharge. 

His  late  imprifonment  was  fo  far  from  terrifying, 
that  it  flrengthened  him  in  his  refolution  of  a  clofer 
union  with  that  people,  whofe  reh'gious  innocence 
was  the  only  crime  they  fuffered  for.  And  now  his 
more  open  joining  with  the  Quakers,  brought  himfelf 
under  that  reproachful  name.* 

From  the  year  1665  to  1668,  it  doth  not  appear 
that  Friends  were  under  any  great  fufferings,  except 
by  the  priefts,  on  account  of  tithes,  &c.  but  the 
number  of  friends  increafed,  and  they  gained  credit 
by  their  faiihfulnefs,  and  feveral  new  meetings  were 
fettled,  whereof  an  account  is  given  in  due  place 
hereafter. 

And  now  the  number  of  friends  being  become  great, 
the  necefTity  of  church-government  and  difcipline  did 
more  and  more  appear  ;  and  the  weight  thereof  did 
reft  upon  fome,  and  chiefly  upon  W.  E.  whom  the 
Lord  hath  been  pleafed  to  honour,  as  the  chief  in- 
ftrument  in  this  land,  for  the  fpreading  of  truth, 
and  preferving  friends  faithful  therein  ;  fo  that  pro- 
vincial meetings  were  fet  up  to  be  held  cnce  in  fix 
weeks,  and  thefe  were  prior  to  the  monthly  meetings 
(even  as  the  quarterly  meetings  in  England  were 
alfo  prior  to  the  monthly  meetings  there);  and 
thofe  affairs  which  have  fuice  fallen  under  the  cogni- 
zance of  monthly  meetings,  were  tranfacled  at  the 
provincial  meetings,  becaufe  in  thofe  times  of  infancy 
and  fufferings  the  mutual  help  and  advice  of  brethren 
alTembled  from  diftcrent  parts  was  neceflliry,  when 
particular  meetings  were  frequently  but  fmail  and 
weak.  The  chief  bufinefs  ot  thefe  meerinos  was  to 
take  care  of  the  poor,  fatherlefs,  and  widows  ;  that 
marriages  fliould  be  decently  and  orderly  accomplil'hed 


♦  See  Pcnn'fiVv'o'ks,  Vol.  I. 
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according  lo  tlie  exaiDple  of  Holy  Scripture,  that 
juftice  and  equity  upon  all  occafions  might  be  pni6lifed 
by  fuch  as  frequented  our  affcmblies;  and  whereas 
fome  of  thefe  did  not  walk  confidently  Ayith  their 
profefGon,  it  was  neceffary  that  the  judgment  of 
truth  might  be  exercifed  on  fuch,  in  order  that  the 
Chriftian  reputation  of  the  fociety  might  be  maintained 
and  preferved. 

Thus  was  good  order  and  difcipline  introduced  in 
this  kingdom,  which  was  further  confirmed,  and 
^     monthly  meetings  and  national  half-year's  meetings, 
were  ellablifhed  here  upon  the  arrival  of  George  Fox, 
in  the  following  year. 

In  the  mean-time.  In  the  year  i665,  died  that 
eminent  minifter  of  Chrifl,  Thomas  Loe,  concerning 
whom  the  friends  of  Ireland  hav^  left  the  following 
teltimony: 

*  He  was  a  man  of  an  excellent  gift,  found,  clear^^ 
and  powerful  in  his  miiiillry,  elegant  in  fpecch,  (harp 
and  quick  in  his  underftanding,  and  his  teftimony 
was  very  convincing,  to  the  (lopping  the  mouths  of 
gainfayers.  Much  people  flocked  after  him  ;  many 
friends  up  and  down  this  nation  received  their  con- 
vincement  by  him,  and  many  were  by  him  confirmed 
in  the  Truth.  He  was  often  in  meetings  engaged 
by  prief^-S  and  oppofers  of  truth,  in  which  exercife 
he  was  as  a  iharp  threfhing  inflrumtnt  in  the  hand  of 
the  Lord  to  confound  them.  In  converfation  he  was 
fwect  and  pleafant,  and  fympathizing  with  friends 
under  affli<Stions,  in  which  (late,  yea,  and  in  all  ilates, 
he  had  a  word  in  feafon  to  adminifler.  He  travelled 
this  land  very  much,  vifiting  it  feveral  times  from 
England,  and  was  feveral  times  a  prifoner  for  his 
teftimony  to  the  truth.  He  was  freely  given  up 
to  fpend  and  be  fpent  in  the  fervice  of  the  gofpel, 
and  in  his  laft  vifit  to  Ireland,  his  natural  flrength 
tvas  piuch  impaired  J  aft^r  Vvhich  when  his  fervice 
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"U^as  finifiied,  he  returned  to  England,  and  laid  down 
the  body  at  London  in  great  peace,  finging  pralfes  to 
the  Lord  on  his  death-bed  •/  whereof  a  more  minute 
account  may  be  feen  in  the  firll  part  of  Piety  Pro- 
moted. 

The  county  of  Wicklow,  which  had  been  formerly  ' 
vifited  by  Thomas  Loe  and  John  Edwards,  was  this 
year,  1669,  vifited  again  by  J.  Haydock  and  fome 
other  friends,  who  had  good  fervice;  ThomasTrafFord, 
the  Penrofes  and  fome  others  being  convinced  ;  and 
fome  time  after  a  meeting  was  fettled  at  Thomas  Traf- 
ford's  houfeat  Garryraore  ;  but  the  faid  Thomas  re- 
moving to  Wicklow,  fome  time  after,  it  pleafed  the 
Lord  to  give  him  a  fhare  in  the  minillry,  and  the 
meeting  was  kept  there. 

This  year  (1669)  alfo  came  over  from  England  in 
the  fervice  of  truth  John  Kilburae,  who  had  good  fuc- 
cefs,  and  Rogef  Roberts  particularly  was  convinced  by 
his  miniftry. 

The  fame  year  alfo  was  memorable  for  the  arrival 
of  that  eminent  minifter  and  elder  in  the  church, 
George  Fox,  who  together  with  Robert  Lodge,  James 
Lancafter,  Thomas  Briggs,  and  John  Stubbs,  landed 
at  Dublin,  and  had  a  large  meeting  there  on  a  week- 

,  day,  and  thence  paiTed  on  to  other  parts,  and  had 
great  fervice  both*among  friends  and  other  people. 

After  the  conclufion  of  one  of  their  meetings  fome 
Papiils  who  had  been  prefent,  v/ere  angry  and  raged 
much  :  whereof  when  G  eorge  Fox  heard,  he  fent  for 
one  of  them,  but  he  refufed  to  come  to  him,  where- 
upon Gev*.rge  fent  a  challenge  to  him  with  all  the 
friars,  monks,  priefts,  and  jefuits  to  come  forth  and 
try  their  god  and  their  chrift,  which  they  had  made 
of  their  bread  and  wine,  but  no.  anfwer  could  he  got 
from  them,  wherefore  he  told  them  they  were  worfe 
than  the  prieds  of  Baal :  for  Baal's  priefls  tried  their 

.  wooden  god,  but  ihefe  durft  not  try  iheir  god  of 
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bread  and  wine,  and  Baal's  priefts  did  not  cat  their 
god  as  ihcy  did,  and  then  make  another.* 

George  Fox  ia  his  journal  gives  the  following  ac- 
count of  this  vifit : 

'  The  priefts  and  magiflrates  were  envious,  but  the 
Lord  difappointed  their  counfels,  and  gave  us  many 
fweet  and  blelTed  opportunities  to  vifit  friends  and 
fpread  truth  in  that  nation^  Meetings  w^ere  large, 
friends  coming  to  them  far  and  near :  many  were 
reached,  and  convinced  and  gathered  to  the  truth, 
and  friends  greatly  refrefhed.  Oh  the  brokennefs 
that  was  among  them  in  the  fiowings  of  life  !'fo  that 
in  ihe  power  and  fpirit  of  the  Lord  many  together 
broke  out  into  fmging  with  audible  I  voices.' 

I'he  faid  George  Fox  had  a  fmgular  gift  in  church 
difcipline,  and  having  in  the  year  1667  recommended 
the  fetcing  up  of  monthly  meetings  throughout  Eng- 
land, he  in  the  year  1668  wrote  to  Ireland  and  other 
countries,  advifing  friends  to  fettle  the  like  meetings 
there  alfo^  and  afterwards /vifited  thofe  countries  in 
perfcn,  (and  particularly  this  kingdom  this  year)  and 
alTifted  them  in  fettling  their  men  and  women's  meet- 
ings, and  at  Dublin  he  recommended  the  holding 
their  men  and  women's  meetings  every  two  weeks, 
which  hath  been  continued  ever  fmce ;  and  the  ge- 
neral meetings,  confifiing  of  fome  from  each  province, 
were  concluded  to  be  held  half-yearly,  on  the  Third 
and  Ninth  moi^ths,  the  firft  appointed  meeting  of 
which  fort  was  in  the  Third  month,  1670,  and  this 
fettlement  remains  unto  this  day.;}; 

In  thofe  early  days  there  was  little  more  done  at 
thofe  general  meetings  than  cc>ile(5ling  the  fufferings 
of  friends  for  confcience-fake,  and  making  a  record 
thereof  with  the  caufes  alledged,  and  by  whofe  order 

*  This  fa(5l  may  ferve  a'^unc'.anrl/  to  manifeft  the  ahfurdity  of  a  fcandal 
which  fome  would  affix  on  the  original  Quakers,  as  luvin^.-  becu  Jcfuits  in 
difguife,  35  it  iikevvife  fhcwb  th.it  they  are  one  with  other  found  Pi-otf^Ilants, 
in  renouncing  the  idohitry  of  the  church  of  Rome. 

f  See  George  !•  ox's  Journal.        |  Altered  to  a  yearly  meeting  in  i;  93. 
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and  on  vrhofe  account ;  and  if  any  friends  were  in 
prifon,  to  endeavour  to  make  proper  application  for 
their  releafe. 

But  in  procefs  of  time  many  other  weighty  affairs, 
refiDccfting  good  order  and  difcipline  in  the  church, 
became  the  fubjefts  of  their  confideration  in  thefe 
meetings  ;  and  indeed  friends  of  this  nation  became 
jadly  confpicuous  by  their  zeal  and  diligence  in  the 
exercife  hereof,  and  the  fame  good  fpirit  led  both 
them  and  their  brethren  in  England  into  the  fame 
wholefome  rules  fo  excellent  in  themfelves,  and  fo 
highly  conducive  to  the  prefervation  of  a  Chrifliaa 
community. 

But  to  return  to  George  Fox  ;  after  he  had  tra- 
velled over  feveral  parts  of  the  nation  and  vifited 
friends  in  their  meetings  for  bufmefs  as  well  as  wor- 
fhip,  and  lecomraended  the  fettlement  of  meetings 
of  difcipline  as  above,  and  had  anfwered  feveral 
papers  and  writings  from  monks,  friars,  and  Proteft- 
ant  priefls  (v/ho  were  enraged  againft  him)  he,  with 
Robert  Lodge,  Thomas  Briggs,  &c.  returned  for 
England,  parting  with  friends  in  much  tendeniefs  and 
brokennefs  in  the  fenfe  of  the  heavenly  life  and  power 
that  was  manifefted  among  them. 

This  year  (1669)  ^^'^^  Solomon  Eccles  was  pu:  into 
prifon  at  Galway,  by  an  occafion  fomewhat  extraordi- 
nary. His  zeal  was  fo  great  that  what  he  judged  evil  he 
oppofed  with  the  hazard  of  his  life,  aninftanceof  which 
occurred  in  arrange  a(5lion  he  performed  in  a  chapel 
of  the  Papids  without  the  faid  town  of  Galway, 
where  he  v/ent  naked  above  his  Vv  aiil  with  a  channg- 
difh  of  coak  and  burning  brimftone  upon  his  head, 
and  entered  the  chapel,  when  all  the  people  were  on 
their  knees  praying  to  their  idol,*  and  fpoke  as  fol- 
loweth  :  '  W oe  to  thefe  idolatrous  worfhipp  rs : 
God  hath  fent  me  this  day  to  warn  you  and  to  fl:iew 
you  what  will  be  jour  portion  except  you  repent/ 

Or  images. 
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which  when  he  had  done,  he  went  away  to  the  town, 
where  he  was  prefently  made  a  prifoner.* 

i\nother  tranil^ftion  of  the  faid  Solomon  Eccles 
recorded  by  the  fame  hiftorian,  A.  D.  1670,  and  a 
memorable  inftance  of  his  zeal  againfl:  time-ferving, 
wys  as  follows ;  the  faid  Solomon  going  into  the 
cathedral  at  Cork,  found  there  Benjamin  Crofs 
preaching  in  a  furplice,  who  having  formerly  been  a 
Prelbyterian  preacher  in  Dorfetfliire,  had  there  faid, 
that  he  had  rather  go  to  the  ilake  and  be  burnt,  than 
put  on  a  farpli(  e.  This  pricft  (now  become  a  turn- 
coat for  gain)  having  finiflied  his  fermon  and  con- 
cluded v/ith  a  prayer,  Solomon  Eccles  declared  that 
the  prayer  of  the  wicked  is  an  abomination  to  the 
Lord,  and  knowing  the  deceitfulnefs  of  the  faidprieft, 
and  that  he  was  an  apoflaie,  added  ihefe  words  : 
*  What  fhall  be  done  to  the  man  that  makes  fhip- 
wreck  of  a  good  confcience  r"  For  this  he  was  taken 
and  commited  to  prifon  by  the  mayor,  where  being 
kept  ten  days,  he  was  accufed  as  a  vagabond,  and, 
W'iihout  ex'imination,  whipped  through  the  ftreets  of 
Cork,  from  north-gate  to  fouih-gate,  and,  having  re^* 
ceived  about  ninety  ftripes,  was  expelled. 

Befides  the  above  -mentioned,  fcveral  other  friends 
alfo  this  year  vifited  this  nation  in  the  fervice  of 
truth,  viz.  Thomas  Janny  and  John  Abraham  ;  and 
John  Burnyeat  landed  here  a ^ third  time  and  4iad 
bleffed  fervice  in  Dublin  and  other  parts  of  the 
nation  ;  and  thus  by  the  blcffing  of  the  Lord  upon 
the  labours  of  his  miniflers,  many  in  divers  parts  of 
the  nation  were  convinced  of  the  truth,  and  joined 
with  friends. 

1  his  year  (1669)  ^^^^  Anthony  Sharp  came  from 
England  and  fettled  in  Dublin,  who  was  very  fervice- 
able  in  many  refpe<5ls  to  friends,  and  after  fome  time 
received  a  gift  in  the  miniftry.  See  the  teftimony 
conccining  Jiim  A.  D.  1706. 

*  Scwel's  Hiftory, 
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CHAPTER  II. 

From  the  fettlemeni  of  Church- difclpline  to  the  end  of 
the  troubles  under  King  fames  IL  The  progrefs 
and  increaje  of  Friends  in  a  ft  ate  of juffering.  Their 
peculiar  %eal  and fteadinfs  in  keeping  up  their  Meet- 
ings for  Divi)ie  ivorfhip  in  a  time  of  p  erf e  cut  ion  ivhilfi 
other  differiters  fed.  The  fiate  of  Friends  under 
King  James  il.  and  their  'uuonderful  preferi;aticn 
during  the  troubles.  Summary  accounts  of  the  li-ves^ 
characters^  and  CJmfnan  experiences  of  divers  of 
their  eminent  minifers  inter fperfed. 

Sufferings  dill  attended  friends,  on  divers  ac- 
counts, particularly  for  bearing  their  teflimonj 
againfljhc  anrichriftian  opprelTion  of  tithes,  for  re- 
fufing  to  fv^'ear,  for  not  obferving  the  days  called 
holy-days,  and  frequently  for  mere  meeting  together 
peaceably  to  worfhip  God,  on  which  account  they 
fuffered  imprifonment  and  fines. 

William  Penn,  who  was  here  this  year,  did  fre- 
quently vifit  his  friends  in  prifon,  and  hold  meetings 
with  them,  omitting  no  opportunity  he  had  withthofc 
in  authority  to  folicit  on  their  behalf^  and  as  the 
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Ninth  month  national  meeting  was  this  year  held  at 
his  lodgings  in  Dublin,  an  account  of  friends'  fnfFer- 
ings  was  there  drawn  up  by  way  of  addrefs,  which 
he  prefented  to  the  lord-lieutenant,*  whereupon  an 
order  of  council  was  obtained  for  the  releafe  of 
thofe  that  were  imprifoned. 

For  a  more  minute  account  of  the  fufferings  of 
friends  on  the  above-mentioned  and  other  occafions, 
I  mufl  refer  my  reader  to  the  Account  of  the  Suffer- 
ings of  the  people  called  Quakers  in  Ireland,  from 
the  year  1655  to  the  end  of  the  reign  of  King 
George  I.  publilhcd  in  Dublin,  1731. 

The  following  infl:ance  however  of  the  innocency 
of  the  fufferers  on  the  one  hand,  and  of  the  feverity 
of  the  perfecutors  on  the  other,  I  fliall  here  infert, 
viz. 

Blanch  Hoi  den  and  Margaret  Trotter,  two  very 
poor  women,  for  going  to  the  publick  worfliip-houfs 
at  Lifnegarvy,  alias  Lifburn  in  the  county  of  Antrim, 
on  the  day  called  Chriftmas-day,  and  faying  thefe  or 
the  like  words,  '  Let  them  that  keep  a  day,  keep  it  to 
the  Lord,'  were  fined  by  judge  Kennedy,  at  the  affizes 
at  Carrickfergus,  one  hundred  marks  each,  and  com- 
mitted to  Carrickfergus  gaol,  where  they  continued 
prifoners  above  two  years. 

This  year  John  Banks,  from  Pardfliav/  in  Cumber- 
land, came  into  Ireland  a  fccond  time,  having  in  the 
foregoing  yearvifited  the  northern  parts  of  the  nation, 
in  company  with  our  ancient  friend  John  Tiihn  :  he 
landed  in  Dublin  the  Third  month,  the  morning  the 
half-year's  meeting  began  ;  and  on  the  following 
Seventh-day  of  the  week,  in  purfuance  of  a  particu- 
lar exercife  upon  his  fpirit  to  go  to  a  certain  place 
fouthward  from  Dublin,  in  order  to  have  a  meeting 
there  the  next  Fidl-day  of  the  w^eek,  he  went  from 
Dublin  to  Wicklow,  whfre  no  meeting  of  friends  had 
been  kept  before.  He,  accompanied  by  two  friends, 
went  to  an  inn  that  night,  and  gave  notice  that  he 

■»  John  tord  Bcrkly,  B:iron  Strattoa, 
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intended  to  have  a  meeting  in  that  town  next  day, 
being  the  Firfl  day  of  the  week:  fo  the  report  Toon 
fpread  among  the  peppie,  that  an  Englilh  Quaker 
was  come  to  preach  there :  and  there  was  a  mighty 
noife  o*f  it  in  the  place,  the  people  being  ftirred  up 
by  the  pried ;  and  the  governor,  one  Hamman,  lived 
at  the  caflle,  where  a  garrifon  of  foldiers  was  then 
kept:  the  following  part  of  this  narrative  I  fHall 
give  in  the  faid  John  Bank's  own  words  from  his 
journal,  viz. 

'  When  I  was  ready  to  go  from  the  Inn  where  we 
lodged,  the  landlady  iaid  to  me,'  '  For  God's  fake 
go  not  along  the  ftreet,  for  there  is  a  guard  of  muf- 
keteers  waiting  at  the  crofs  to  take  you.  I  will  fliew 
you  a  back  way  I  faid,  '  I  accept  of  thy  love,  but 
1  mull  not  go  any  private  way,  but  along  the  town- 
ftreet,  for  I  have  a  teftimony  to  bear  for  the  Lord, 
in  love  to  the  fouls  of  people.'  So  by  that  time 
we  were  well  fat  down,  before  ray  mouth  was 
opened,  came  a  ferjeant  with  a  halbert  and  a  guard 
of  rnxuiketeers,  and  faid  to  me,  I  mull  go  along  with 
him  to  the  governor.  I  anfvvered,  '  What  authority 
had'  thou  to  take  me  ?  if  thou  haft  a  warrant  fo  to 
do,  I  (hall  go.'  He  held  out  his  halbert,  and  faid, 
'  This  is  my  warrant.'  I  faid,  '  You  need  not  to 
have  come  to  us  with  yourfwords  and  guns,  as  thofe 
that  came  againft  Chrift,  with  fwords  and  ftaves;  we 
are  known  to  be  a  peaceable  people  :  howbeit  I  fhall 
go  with  thee.'  So  they  took  me  to  a  houfe  where 
was  the  pricft,  his  wife,  the  governor,  &c.  The 
prieft  was  in  a  great  rage  when  I  came  in.  and  faid 
to  the  governor,  ^  Sir,  this  is  the  deceiver,  this  is  the 
deluder  th.it  is  come  from  England,  to  delude  the 
people  here,  I  hope  you  will  do  juflice  and  execute 
the  law.'  rhe  governor  being  pretty  moderate  faid 
nothing  for  fome  time — and  the  people  being  in  an 
uproar  preiTed  in  at  the  door,  and  I  being  willing  to 
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let  the  priefl.  rage  on  a  little,  till  he  had  fomcthing 
vented  himfelf,  that  he  might  be  more  manifeft  to  the 
people,  at  laft  ['Aid  to  him,  '  Thou  fayeft  I  am  a  de- 
ceiver and  a  deluder He  anfwered  in  a  great  fury, 
^"So  thou  art,  fo  thou  art:'  but  I  faid,  '  Have  patience, 
and  let  thy  moderation  appear  unto  all  men,  and 
hear  what  I  have  to  fay  to  clear  myfelf  from  thy 
falfe  accufation  :  for  1  fhall  not  take  thy  affertion 
for  proof :  I  have  had  patience  to  hear  thee :  art 
thou  a  minifter  of  Chrifl  ?'  '  Yes,'  hid  he,  '  I  am.' 
I  replied,  '  but  if  I  prove  thee  a  liar,  as  by  the  wit- 
nefs  of  this  people  thou  art ;  (in  charging  me  with 
what  thou  canfl  bring  no  proof  for)  and  if  fo,  thou 
art  out  of  the  doctrine  of  Chrifl,  and  fo  no  minilter 
of  Chrifl,  but  of  antichriil,  and  fo  of  thy  father  the 
devil,  and  therefore  thou  arf  the  deceiver  and  the 
deluder  of  the  people/  Upon  which  the  priefl's 
jnouth  was  flopped.' 

And  then  John  had  an  opportunity  of  declaring 
truth  to  the  people ;  yet  the  governor  committed 
him  and  two  more  to  prifon:  but  the  gaoler  was 
favourable,  and  gave  them  the  liberty  of  a  room, 
where  the  people  followed,  and  John  preached  the 
way  of  life  and  falvation  to  them  in  and  through 
Jefus  Chrifl,  by  believing  in  his  pure  light,  and 
w^alking  anfwerable  to  the  teachings  of  his  grace, 
and  reproof  of  his  Holy  Spirit ;  by  which  they  might 
receive  power  to  become  the  fons  of  God,  and  feve- 
ral  were  convinced  that  day,  and  received  truth  in 
the  love  of  it.  He  was  kept  in  prifon  three  days, 
where  there  was  a  great  refort  of  people  to  fee  him, 
and  to  difcourfe  about  the  principles  of  religion. 
Then  he  returned  to  Dublin,  and  from  thence  tra- 
velled into  the  North,  vifiting  friends  there  ;  and  on 
his  return  to  Dublin  he  went  to  Wicklow  again, 
there  bcmg  a  letter  from  thence  lignifying  that  the 
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people  defired  another  meeting,  which,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  oppofition  of  the  prieft,  was  held  there  peace- 
ably ;  and  although  the  pried,  as  foon  as  he  had 
opportnnity,  besian  to  profecute  and  imprifon  friends 
for  tithes,  and  fuch  like  things,  and  got  feveral  put 
into  prifon  that  came  to  viiit  that  place,  yet  truth 
profpered,  and  a  meeting  was  fet  up  in  that  town, 
and  dill  continueth. 

This  year  (1672)  died  in  Cork,  Sufanna  Mitchell, 
of  that  city:  fhe  was  a  zealous  faithful  fervant  of  the 
Lord  for  many  years  till  her  deceafe,  and  often  bore  a 
publick  teftimony  to  God's  everlafting  truth  before 
magiftrates,  priefts,  and  people  ;  for  which  (he  was 
often  a  fufferer  jn  bonds,  and  rejoiced  to  be  found 
worthy. 

This  year  (1673)  friends  addreffed  the  lord-lieute- 
nant* and  council  for  relief  from  their  fulTerings  on 
many  occafions,  and  particularly  this,  that  whereas  they 
durfl  not  on  any  account  take  an  oath,  as  being  forbid- 
den by  Chrift,  wicked  men  laid  hold  on  this  their 
confcientious  fcruple  to  enfnare  and  defraud  them,  by 
-caufing  them  to  be  fubpcen^d  into  chancery,  where 
their  anfv/ers  without  an  oath  v/ould  not  be  admitted; 
for  inftance,  in  the  county  of  Wexford,  Thom.as 
Holme  having  about  2gc1.  due  to  him  from  captain 
Thornhill,  for  which  judgment  was  obtained  againd 
him  in  common  law,  was  fubpcsn^d  into  chancery  by 
the  faid  Thornhill,  where  he  well  knew  Thomas 
could  not  anfwer  upon  oarh,  and  fo  this  friend  lofl 
his  debt :  and  in  Dublin,  Jame.>  Fade  having  about 
4p].  due  to  him  from  one  Ezekiel  Webb,  was  by  the 
faid  Webb  fubpoenaed  into  chancery,  and  becaufe  ibe 
friend  could  not  give  in  his  anfwer  upon  oath,  he 
not  only  lofl  the  faid  debt,  but  was  conilrained  to 
give  above  70I.  to  get  clear  of  the  debtor:  and  in- 
deed this  iniquity  continued  in  pra<5lice,  and  friends 
weje  expofed  to  fufferings  cn  this  account,  evrn  until 

•  Ar.ti\ix,  Lord  Capri,  Earl  of  ElTer 
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the  reign  of  our  late  gracious  fovereign  George  the 
Firfl^  when  they  were  deUvered  from  this  yoke  of 
oppreffion.* 

About  the  fame  time  friends  met  with  great 
trouble  and  exercife  at  Cork,  Dublin,  and  feveral 
other  places,  by  reafon  of  divers  perfons  that  were 
gone  into  the  loofe  and  foolifli  imaginations  of 
Muggleton  and  others,  and  perverted  into  loofcnefs 
and  indulgence  of  their  carnal  wills  and  aiFe£lions 
from  the  crois  of  Chrid  and  felf-denial ;  but  truth 
prevailed,  and  God  gave  an  uuderftading  to  place 
judgment  upon  them. 

I'his  year  ( 1 675)  and  about  the  fifty-fifth  of  his  age, 
died  Robert  Sandhara,  of  Youghal,  a  faithful  elder, 
though  not  a  miniiier.  He  was  born  at  Woodcutt  near 
Petworth,  in  the  pariili  of  GralFom  and  county  of 
Snffex,  A.D.  1620,  was  of  a  pious  difpofition  from  his 
youth,  and  joined  himfelf  in  fociety  with  the  ftridleft  fort 
of  Baptifts,  who  were  a  perfecuted  and  tender  people  at 
that  time  ;  amongft  whom  he  underwent  great  mock- 
ings,  ftonings  in  the  ftreets,  &c.  and  was  very  zealous 
in  their  way,  travelling  up  and  down  on  foot  with 
their  miniflers,  infomiUch  that  he  obtained  the  name 
of  yomig  Timothy;  but  in  procefs  of  time  finding 
that  this  people  whilfi:  they  adhered  to  the  form,  had 
too  much  loft  the  power  that  he  firft  found  among 
them,  his  anxious  foul  panted  after  fome  further  .ma- 
nifeftation,  and  a  clofcr  communion  with  his  Maker. 

In  the  year  1650  he  came  from  England  a  lieute- 
nant in  colonel  Sanders's  regiment  of  foot^  and  arrived 
at  Youghal,  and  in  the  year  1652,  took  to  wife 
Deborah  Baker  of  that  town,  then  an  Anabaptift, 
afterwards  a  faithful  friend,  of  whom  hereafter.  He 
was  convinced  in  the  year  1655,  by  the  miniftry  of  a 
woman,  viz.  Elizabeth  Fletcher,  who  preached  in 
the  ftreets  at  Youghal.  In  the  year  1661  he  was 
imprifoned  at  Cork,  for  not  fwearing  when  fummoned 

*  S^c  the  year  1719. 
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to  be  on  a  jury,  and  was  nned  five  pounds,  for  which 
he  had  a  hoife  taken  from  him  of  more  than  twice 
that  vahie. 

In  the  yer.r  1662,  he  was  in  great  doubt  v/hether 
he  fhou!d  fettle  at  Cork  or  YoughaL  Cork  yielded 
him  a  profpe^l:  of  the  greatefl  advantage  as  to  the 
riches  of  this  world,  but  Youghal  was  the  place 
where  it  feemed  to  him  he  fhould  be  the  mod  fervice- 
able  as  a  Chriftian,  the  meeting  there  being  thea 
but  fmall  and  weak,  and  upon  fome  late  cccafioa  , 
grown  weaker ;  whereas  Cork  meeting  was  flronger, 
having  many  faithful  friends  belonging  to  it :  under 
this  confideration  he  gave  up  in  faith  to  dwell  ia 
Youghal,  trufting  in  God's  providence  as  to  his 
worldly  fupport.  In  the  year  1663,  a  meeting  was 
fettled  at  his  houfe  ;  but  perfecution  followed  ;  a 
centinel  being  fet  at  his  door  to  keep  friends  out, 
and  their  meetings  were  broken  up  by  guards  of 
foldiers,  and  Matthew  Appleyard  the  governor, 
commanded  him  with  his  family  to  leave  the  town  ; 
but  being  a  freeman,  he  afierted  his  liberty  as  fuch, 
and  refufed  to  obey  the  governor's  uniuft  command. 
The  faid  governor  however,  forcibly  fent  him  away 
with  a  guard  of  foldiers  on  foot  (not  fufrering  him 
to  ride  his  own  horfe,  though  he  defired  it,  being 
under  fome  bodily  infirmity),  to  Charleville,  a  jour- 
ney of  twenty-four  miles,  there  to  appear  before 
Roger  Boyle,  lord  prefident  of  Manfter,  afterwards 
earl  of  Orrery,  who  when  he  had  read  his  accufation, 
finding  him  charged  with  nothing  except  concerning 
the  law  of  his  God,  immediately  fet  him  at  liberty  ; 
and  he  returned  to  Youghal.  and  continued  to  dwell 
there,  undergoing  with  patience  and  courage,  the 
reproaches  and  fufferings  that  attended  him  for  the 
cxercife  of  a  good  cenfcience :  and  a  meeting  was 
confiantly  kept  at  his  houfe  whilfl  he  lived,  and  after 
his  death,  at  his  widow's,  until  a  meeting-houfe  was 
built  in  that  town,  which  Ayas  in  the  year  1681,  He 
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was  jufl  in  his  dealings  among  men,  of  a  benevolent, 
fpirit,  ready  to  do  good  to  all,  efpecially  thofe  of  ihe 
houfehold  of  faith;  zealoas  and  firm  in  his  teftimony 
for  Truth,  againfl  apoflates^  backfliders,  and  falfe 
brethren,  and  particularly  agaioft  the  erroneous  and 
blafphemous  principles  of  Lodowick  Muggleton,  which 
prevailed  on  fome,  to  their  utter  lofs  as  to  truth. 
He  was  a  fharp  reprover  of  diforderly  and  unfaithful 
walkers,  but  a  help  to^  and  a  flrengthener  of  weak 
brethren  and  the  young  convinced,  by  fuitible  counfel. 
He  died  in  a  fcufible  and  refigned  frame  of  fpirit. 

This  year  ( 1 676)  Oliver Sanfom  vifited  friends  In  the 
work  of  the  miniftry,  from  whofe  journal  the  follow- 
ing palTage  will  ferve  to  give  the  reader  a  jufi:  idea 
of  the  devout  difpofition  of  friends  in  thofe  days,  viz. 

*  The  general  half-year's  meeting  at  Dublin,  began 
on  the  Fourth-day  of  the  week,  at  the  ninth  hour  in 
the  morning,  and  the  meeting  for  worfhip  continued 
until  after  the  firfl:  hour.  About  an  hour  after, 
friends  met  again  in  order  to  confider  of  the  affairs 
of  the  church  :  but  the  power  of  the  Lord  brake 
forth  fo  mightily  among  friends  in  many  teftimonies, 
prayers  and  praifes  to  the  Lord,  that  there  was  no 
lime  to  enter  upon  bufmefs  that  day,  and  fo  the 
meeting  broke  up.  Next  morning  the  m.ecting  began 
again  about  the  ninth  hour^  and  continued  until  near 
the  third  hour  in  the  afternoon,  and  a  precious  hea- 
venly time  it  was.  Then  adjourning  for  one  hour, 
friends  came  together  again  to  go  upon  the  bufinefs 
of  the  meeting  :  but  then  again  the  Lord's  power 
mightily  appeared,  whereby  many  mouths  were  opened 
to  declare  of  the  goodnefs  of  the  Lord,  and  to  offer 
up  prayers  and  praifes  to  him,  v/hich  took  up  the 
time  of  the  meeting  of  that  day  alfo,  fo  that  very 
little  could  be  done  as  touching  bufinefs. 

3ui  early  next  morning  friends  went  about  thebufinefs 
pf  the  meeting,  and  continued  at  it  ihe  grcatcft  part  o( 
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that  day,  and  the  next  day  alfo,  when  iz  was  concluded, 
viz.  on  the  Seventh-day  of  the  week,  in  the  evening, 
having  been  generally  carried  on  in  much  unity  and 
harmony.* 

The  faid  friend  further  re'ates,  that  befides  feveral 
publick  meetings  for  worfhip,  and  fome  at  friends 
houfes  in  Dublin,  a  meeting  was  alfo  appointed  for 
him  at  Chappel-izod,  and  held  to  good  fatiifa£l:!on, 
and  another  again  a  little  while  afterward;  in  the 
fame  place.  He  Raid  four  months  in  Ireland,  and 
travelled  950  miles. 

Thisyear  (1678)  befides  feveral  friends  from  England 
one  Katharme  Norton,  a]i?s  M^LanglJin,  travelled 
this  nation  in  the  fervice  of  rrath.  Her  maiden  name 
was  M'Laughlin  ;  fhe  was  born  of  Irilh  parents  of 
account  in  or  near  Colerain  ;  and  was  fent  to  London- 
derry for  education,  where  fhe  remained  for  fome 
time.  When  fhe  was  fixteen  years  of  age,  there 
came  a  fliip  to  Derry  to  take  in  palTengers  for  Bar- 
badoes,  which  fhe  embarked  in  and  hvuded  in  that 
ifland,  where  fhe  was  married  ;  and  fome  time  after, 
that  ifland  being  vifited  by  George  Fox  and  fome 
others,  fhe  was  convinced  by  their  miniflry  ;  and 
afterwards  became  an  able  minifter,  and  in  or  abouc 
this  year,  1678,  came  on  truth's  fervice  into  the 
kingdom  of  Ireland.  She  vifiied  friends  meetings 
in  the  North ;  preached  in  Lurgan  market  on  a 
market-day  in  Irifh  ;  had  feveral  m.eetings  near  Cole- 
rain,  where  her  relations  lived,  and  feveral  difpiues 
on  the  account  of  truth,  which  got  the  vi£lory; 
from  w^hence  fhe  travelled  to  Armagh,  Cavan,  the 
Moate  of  Granoge  ;  and  had  feveral  meetings  there 
and  elfewhere,  to  the  fdtisfaflion  and  edification  of 
friends ;  and  fome  time  after  fhe  travelled  to  Dublin, 
and  took  fhipping  for  England.  She  was  well  qualified 
for  the  fervice,  being  of  a  found  judgment,  large  in 
teflimony,  of  a  good  utterance,  had  of  her  ow"n  to 
diftribute,  and  did  not  make  the  gofpel  charseaUle, 
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This  year(i  679)  Judith  Boulby  was  here  in  Truth *s 
fervice,  and  being  moved  to  goto  Londonderry,  having 
a  particular  meffage  to  that  place,  fhe  publifhed  the 
fame  in  their  publick  worfliip-houfe,  and  for  fo  doing 
was  imprifoned  ;  but  committed  to  wiiting,  and  left 
with  them,  the  following  lines : 

A  few  words  as  a  warning  from  the  Lord  to  the 
Inhabitants  of  Londonderry,  and  alfo  to  the  whole 
nation  of  Ireland. 

^  Oh,  repent,  repent!  for  a  terrible  day  from  the 
Lord  is  approaching,  wherein  the  hearts  of  many 
lhall  fail,  terror  fliall  lay  hold  upon  them,  but  they 
that  fear  the  Lord  fhall  daily  renew  their  ftrength^ 
My  bowels  are  troubled,  1  am  pained  as  one  to  be 
delivered,  or  as  one  whom  wine  hath  overcome, 
becaufe  of  the  Lord,  and  becaufe  of  the  word  of  his 
holinefs.  Thus  faith  the  Lord,  "  How  long  will  yoa 
fcorners  deligiit  in  fcorning,  and  you  that  hate  know- 
ledge harden  ■  yourfelves  againfl:  God's  reproof?" 
God's  day  is  come,  and  woe  to  all  the  workers  of 
iniquity.  Woe  is  me ;  woe  is  me ;  for  the  mifery 
that  is  coming  upon  you.  Your  wound  is  hard 
to  be  cured  ;  your  phyficians  are  phyficians  of  no 
value  ;  your  watchmen  are  watchmen  of  the  night. 
Oh  nation,  thy  teachers  have  deceived  thee,  they 
have  fpoken  a  divination  of  their  own  brain,  and  not 
from  the  mouth  of  the  Lord  ;  they  have  cried  Peace, 
Peace,  when  indeed,  as  the  Scripture  faith,  "  there 
is  no  peace  to  the  wicked."  The  meffenger  of  the 
new  covenant  hath  been  reje6i:ed  by  you,  who  hath 
long  waited  to  be  gracious.  How  hath  the  vifitatioa 
of  his  love  been  founded  forth  in  your  markets  and 
in  your  flreets  ?  But  now  the  herald  of  God's  wrath, 
a  noife  of  confufion,  terror,  and  amazement,  is  even 
ready  to  enter  into  your  borders;  a  bitter  cup  with- 
out mixture  the  Lord  is  handing  forth  unto  the 
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Tiaticns,  and  you  mufl  drink  it,  except  high  and  low, 
rich  and  poor,  repent  fpeedily.  Oh,  is  there  none 
to  intercede  for  yon,  is  there  none  to  ftand  in  the 
gap  and  flop  the  judgment,  and  flay  the  deftroying 
angel,  who  is  ready  with  the  fword  in  his  hand  to 
execute  God\s  fierce  wrath  upon  the  nations  ;  and 
though  you  have  driven  furloufly  againfl  the  Lord, 
and  againil:  his  appearance  in  his  people,  the  Lord 
God  will  llrike  oiF  your  chariot-wheels;  and  that 
which  is  the  joy,  and  C(}mfort,  and  IcUisfaction  of 
God's  people,  will  be  your  v/oe  and  torment  ;  it 
will  be  in  you  as  a  worm  that  will  never  die,  it  will 
gnaw  you  in  your  inward  parts,  and  it  will  be  in 
you  as  a  fire  that  can  never  be  quenched,  until  you 
know  that  the  Mod  High  rules  in  the  kingdom  of 
men,  and  gives  them  to  whomfoever  he  pleafeth. 
And  you,  O  friends,  who  are  put  in  power  to  be 
governors  of  this  nation,  O  exercife  it  for  God,  and 
while  you  have  a  day,  prize  it,  left  that  your  power 
be  given  to  others,  and  then  the  Scriptures  be  ful- 
filk^i  upon  you,  where  God  faith,  "  I  called,  and  ye 
refufed  ;  I  have  flretched  forth  my  hand,  and  no  man 
regarded  ;  therefore  will  I  laugh  at  your  calamity, 
and  mock  when  your  fear  cometh  when  tribulation 
fliall  come  upon  you  as  an  armed  man,  then  fhall 
yc  call,  but  the  Lord  will  not  anfwer,  ye  fhall  feek 
him  early,  but  lhall  not  find  him,  and  then  fliall  ye 
know  that  I  have  not  written  thefe  lines  of  myfelf^ 
but  the  Lord  God  hath  fent  me  to  proclaim  thefc 
things  in  your  ears. 

*  Judith  Boulby.* 

7th  Month,  16-9. 

This  year  (i68o)died  William  Morris  of  Caftlefalem 
in  the  county  of  Cork  ;  who,  though  a  man  of  great 
parts  and  wifdom,  was  convinced  of  truth  by  a  weak 
inftrument.  He  was  ferviceable  upon  many  occafions 
with  the  government  in  appearing  on  behalf  of  fuffer- 
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ing  friends,  though  he  was  alfo  divers  times  a  fufferer 
in  bonds  for  his  teftimony.  He  wrote  an  excellent 
fliort  ireatife  entitled.  Tithes  no  Gofpel  Ordinance.* 

This  year  (1682)  friends  of  die  three  provinces  made 
colle(5]:ions,  and  remitted  to  London  the  fum  of  33 3I. 
to  be  applied  to  the  redemption  of  certain  friends  that 
were  captives  in  Algiers,  in  conjnn^lion  with  money 
collected  in  England  for  the  fiime  purpofe  ;  and  28  iL 
was  fubfcribed  here  for  the  fame  ufe,  in  the  year  1686. 

In  the  fame  year  (1682)  Benjamin  Bangs  landed 
in  Dublin,  and  travelled  up  and  down  in  the  work 
of  the  gofpel,  and  had  great  and  good  fervicc,  many 
being  convinced  by  means  of  his  miniftry.  At  Antrim, 
a  place  of  great  profellion,  he  had  a  meeting  in  the 
evening,  to  which  a  great  many  came,  and  fome  with 
a  defign  to  oppoie  him.  The  place  was  not  large 
enough  to  contain  the  people  ;  which  cccafioned  thofe 
without  to  be  very  noify  and  turbulent,  f<jme  of  the 
ruder  fort  pelting  them  with  bits  of  dirt  and  turf, 
whilft  Benjamin  was  preaching  :  upon  which  he  made 
a  full  flop,  which  occafioned  a  general  filence  ;  and 
after  a  little  time  he  faid,  ^  I  underftand  this  is  a 
place  of  great  profeffion  of  religion  ;  1  am  forry  to 
lee  fo  much  irreligion  as  appears  amongfl:  you  at  this 
time,  through  your  rude  behaviour.  It  is  not  long 
fmce  I  came  out  of  my  native  country,  and  I  think 
it  will  not  be  long  ere  I  return  again,  and  then  what 
fliall  I  fay  of  you  to  your  poor  fuffering  brethren  in 
England  ?'  He  relates  that  there  was  a  dread  upon 
them  when  he  fpoke  thefe  words,  which  alfo  affeded 
thofe  prefent,  for  many  of  them  trembled  and  their 
faces  gathered  palenefs.  Upon  which  he  advifed 
them,  if  they  had  any  regard  to  the  reputation  of 
religion,  to  enquire  after  thofe  that  were  the  occa- 
fion  of  thefe  diforders ;  for  that  fuch  behaviour  was 
bafe  and  fcandalous  j  and  moreover  he  was  moved 

•  Sec  a  further  account  in  i6j6,  pa5ei04. 
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to  fay,  that  "  the  time  draws  nigh  that  you  will  be 
blown  away  like  chafF  before  the  fummer  threfhing- 
floor,  and  the  place  of  your  meeting  will  not  be 
found."  After  this  fome  cried  out  in  a  Scottifh  tone, 
*  We  be  all  afliamed  and  getting  out  of  the  houfe, 
enquired  after  thofe  that  were  the  occafion  of  the 
diforders.  Some  lads  they  got  and  beat ;  others  that 
abfconded  they  took  the  names  of:  after  which  they 
had  a  folemn  good  meeting,  the  lively  fcnfe  of  the 
Jove  of  God  reached  to  the  hearts  of  many  prefent, 
and  the  meeting  ended  well.  At  this  meeting  was  a 
young  man, a  Papifl  and  fervant  to  William  Wilkinfon, 
convinced,  as  were  many  more  el fe where  in  the  North, 
kc.  He  travelled  through  Uifter,  and  feveral  parts 
of  Munfler  and  Leiniter,  where  he  had  many  meet- 
ings, having  departed  from  Dublin  the  14th  of  the 
'  Ninth,  and  returned  thither  again  the  23th  of  thje 
Firfl  month,  1683. 

After  the  conclufion  of  the  following  third  month's 
half  year's  meeting,  he  intended  to  have  returned  to 
England  ;  and  in  order  to  it  had  fold  his  horfe,  and 
prepared  for  the  voyage,  but  the  wind  proving  con- 
trary, he  could  nor  get  off ;  and  befides,  he  found 
fome  flop  in  himfelf,  a  further  fervice  being  prefented 
to  his  view,  to  which  he  gave  up,  though  much 
contrary  to  his  inclination,  viz.  It  fell  with  fome 
weight  upon  him  to  have  a  meeting  at  Tralee  in  the 
county  of  Kerry,  where  William  Bingley  had  been  : 
accordingly  he  fet  out  from  Dublin  the  1  7th  of  the 
I'liird  month,  taking  meetings  in  the  way,  and  went 
to  Cork,  and  from  thence  to  Tralee,  a  journey  of 
one  hundred  and  fifty- eight  miles,  accompanied  by 
John  Hammond,  Thomas  Wight,  and  fome  others. 
He  had  a  comfortable  opportunity  at  Tralee,  many 
hearts  were  tendered,  the  Lord's  prefence  attending 
and  helping  them  ;  and  after  the  meeting  ended,  the 
people  withdrew  in  a  folemn  and  peaceable  manner, 
p.  White,  a  man  of  note  in  the  tQwn^  came  an4 
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offered  them  his  hoiife  to  meet  in,  which  they  kindly 
accepted,  as  alfo  of  his  invitation  to  dine  with  him 
next  day,  and  parted  with  him  in  much  friendfliip. 
i\fter  this  he  vifited  fcveral  tneetings  in  Leinfter  pro- 
vince, and  went  to  the  North  again.  As  'he  was 
going  from  Antrim  to  the  Grange,  he  faw  ten  or 
twelve  men  upon  the  road,  walking  in  a  very  folitary 
manner,  and  it  arofe  in  his  heart,  '  'J  hefe  are  fheep 
having  no  fliepherd.'  When  he  came  up  to  them, 
he  flackrned  his  pace  and  queried  of  them,  '  What 
news  ?'  The  men  were  ftartled  at  the  queftion,  and 
anfwered,  '  We  know  of  none  ;  continuing  to  go 
foftly,  he  faid,  *  Are  ye  going  to  a  meeting  ?'  They 
anfwered,  '  Our  minifler  is  filenced,  for  orders  are 
come  dovv  u  commanding  all  diffenters  not  to  affemble, 
fo  now  we  have  no  teacher/  This  brought  to  his 
remembrance  what  he  had  been  concerned  to  deliver 
as  above,  at  the  evening  meeting  he  bad  at  Antrim, 
wlicre  he  met  with  fo  much  rudenefs,  viz.  that  the 
time  draws  nigh  that  "  you  will  be  blown  away  like 
chaff  befoie  the  fummer  threfliing-floor,  and  the  place 
of  Tour  meeting  will  not  be  found.."  At  this  time  all 
diffenters,  except  friendSj  had  declined  keeping  up 
their  meerinos.  Benjamin  proceeded  to  difcourfe  with 
the  men  aforefaid,  and  Hi'd,  "  1  he  hireling  fleeth, 
becaufe  he  is  a  hireling  and  careth  not  for  the  flieep," 
as  it  is  faid,  John  x,  ii,  12,  13.  referring  them  to 
the  text,  further- fliewing  that  ii  is  happy  for  thofe 
that  are  come  to  the  knowledge  of  that  teacher  which 
cannot  be  removed  into  a  cc^rner.  God  faid,  he 
would  teach  his  children  himfelf,  and  the  children  of 
the  Lord  are  taught  of  the  Lord.  See  John  vi.  45, 
and  Ifaiah  liv.  13.  and  you  may  read  in  the  firft 
epiftle  of  John  ii.  27.  "  The  anointing  which  ye 
have  received  of  iiim.  abideth  in  you,  and  ye  need 
not  that  any  man  teach  you,  but  as  the  fame  anoint- 
ing teacheth  you  of  all  things,'*  &c.  And  in  Titus  ii. 
11,12.  ^'  The  grace  of  God  which  bringeth  falvation. 


PEOPLE  CALLED  QUAKERS.  I35 


hath  appeared  unto  all  men,  teaching  us,"  &c.  Here 
he  dire£i:ed  them  to  the  great  heavenly  Schoolmafter, 
who  faid,  "  Learn  of  me,  for  I  am  meek  and  lowly- 
in  heart ;  follow  me,  and  ye  (liall  find  reft  unto  your 
fouls."  Mat.  xi.  29.  Thus  labouring  to  bring  them 
from  their  hireling  teachers,  to  the  teaching  of  God 
and  Chriil  in  themfelves,  by  which  they  might  come 
to  the  knowledge  of  God  and  ways  of  his  falvation. 
For  a  manifeftation  of  the  Spirit  is  given  to  every 
man  to  profit  Withal,"  1  Cor.  xii.  7  ;  advifmg  them 
to  turn  their  minds  inward,  and  mind  the  fecret 
operations  of  it,  thereby  they  would  find,  through  a 
lively  experience,  that  ic  checks  and  reproves  for  bad 
words  and  a£lions ;  ?tnd  as  they  turned  to  that,  they 
would  find  it  would  lead  them  into  all  truths  with 
many  more  words  to  this  efrecl.  They  were  well 
pleafed  with  this  difcourfe,  declaring  at  parting  that 
they  had  never  heard  things  fo  opened  to  them  in 
their  lives. 

The  number  of  miles  our  faid  friend  Benjamin 
travelled  in  Ireland  were  one  thoufand  fev-en  hundred 
and  forty-fix ;  the  number  of  meetings  he  had  here, 
exclufive  of  Dublin,  were  one  hundred  and  eighty  ; 
and  he  fpent  in  this  fervice  one  year  within  a  few 
days. 

William  Edmundfon  and  Robert  Jackfon  were 
put  into  the  bifhop's  court  for  tithes,  excommunicated, 
taken  with  a  writ  and  committed  to  prifon,  and  they 
were  kept  prifoners  about  twenty  weeks.  The  lo  .1 
of  Ely  interceding  for  their  liberty,  the  bifiiop  ordered 
them  to  come  to  his  court  at  Kiidare ;  and  accord- 
ingly they  came,  and  there  was  the  bilhop,  about 
ten  or  twelve  priefts,  the  lord  of  Ely,  and  feveral  other 
perfcns  of  note,  and  dean  Sing  was  chancellor  . of  the 
court.  The  bifhop  began  to  difcourfe  with  William 
Edmundfon  concerning  tithes,  which  he  was  unwilling 
to  enter  upon,  being  fenfible  of  his  own  weaknefs, 
but  the  bifhop,  urging  it,  a  conference  was  commenced, 
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which  laflcd  three  hours,  and  in  a  quiet  manner 
without  any  other  bufinefs,  wherein  wifdom  and 
underftanding  was  given  to  Wilham  Edmundfon,  and 
fcripturcs  brought  fluently  into  his  memory  ;  fo  that 
he  proved  tithes  to  be  ended,  and  that  it  was  anti- 
chrifti'in  to  pay  or  receive  them  in  gofpel  times, 
which  was  opened  fo  clearly  to  the  underftandings  of 
the  people,  that  there  feemed  to  be  great  fluisfa£tion 
in  the  court ;  and  dean  Sing  ftood  up  before 
them  all  and  faid,  if  he  had  known  W.  Edmundfon 
as  well  before  as  now.  he  fliould  not  have  fafFered; 
with  feveial  other  expreifions  of  kindnefs. 

Several  other  matters  were  alfo  then  difcourfed  of, 
and  queries  anfwered  in  relation  to  gofpel-minifters, 
the  Chriftian  religion,  faith,  and  the  true  worfliip  of 
God,  to  the  fdtisfa^bion  of  ihofeprefent ;  andthebifhop, 
ordering  the  two  friends  to  appear  at  the  next  court, 
wrote  to  the  ilierilF to  let  them  have  their  liberty  till 
then  ;  and  at  the  next  court  he  wrote  again  to  the 
flieriff,  to  difcharge  them  out  of  prifon,  which  was 
readily  done  :  thus  this  fuflering  and  conference  had 
a  good  effe6i: ;  and  afterwards  both  the  bifliop  and 
officers  of  that  court  were  kind  to  friends. 

This  year  (1683")  died  Robert  Cuppage  of  Lambf- 
tovrn  in  the  county  of  Wexford,  a  man  of  an  exemplary 
life  and  converfation,  who  loved  truth,  and  had  a 
four.d  ttftimony  for  it,  and  lived  in  it  as  well  as 
preached  it  to  others. 

About  the  middle  of  this  fummer  the  government 
gave  order  to  the  feveral  forts  of  dilTenters  in  Dublin, 
that  they  fliould  forbear  meeting  publickly  together 
in  their  v/orfhip  houfes  as  formerly.  The  archbifhop 
of  Dublin  alfo  fent  for  Anthony  Sharp,  and  told  him 
it  was  the  mind  and  de fire  of  the  government  that 
friends  Ihould  alfo  forbear  meeting  in  their  meeting- 
houfes ;  but  Friends  returned  anf\ver,  that  they  be- 
lieved it  was  theit  indifpenfible  duty  to  meet  together 
to  worfliip  the  great  God  of  heaven  and  earth,  from 
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v.r\iom  we  receive  all  our  mercies,  and  not  to  forbear 
^ilTembling  ourfelves  together  for  fear  of  punifhment 
from  men,  for  that  we  met  purely  to  worfliip  the 
Lord,  and  net  upon  any  other  account.  So  accord- 
ing to  the  defire  of  the  government,  other  profeflbrs 
generally  left  their  meeting-houfes,  but  Friends  met 
together  to  worfliip  the  Lord  as  formerly,  as  they 
were  perfuaded  it  was  their  duty  to  do  :  fo  upon  a 
Firft-day  in  the  Sixth  month  this  year  came  the  niarfhal 
and  feveral  of  the  mayor's  officers  to  the  meeting  at 
Wormwood  gate  ;  where  John  Burnyeat  being  fpeak- 
ing,  the  marflial  commanded  him  to  go  with  him, 
which  after  fonie  difcourfe  he  did.  He  commanded 
the  meeting  to  difperfe,  but  friends  kept  quiet  in 
their  places.  John  was  carried  before  the  mayor, 
with  whom  he  had  fome  difcourfe  to  this  effe<f^ : 
he  alked  him,  why  they  did  aft  contrary  to  the  go- 
vernment, having  been  commanded  not  to  meet? 
John  anfvvered,  '  We  do  nothing  in  contempt  of  the 
government.'  '  But,'  faid  he,  '  why  do  you  not 
obey  then?'  John  replied,  '  becaufe  it  is  matter  of 
confcience  to  us,  and  that  which  we  believe  to  be 
our  indifpenfible  duty,  to  meet  together  to  worfhip 
God.'  To  which  he  anfwered,  '  You  may  be  milled  ;* 
John  told  him,  '  If  we  are  mifled,  we  are  willing  to 
be  informed,  if  any  can  do  it.'  Then  it  was  urged, 
other  diffenters  had  fubmitted,  and  why  would  not 
we?  John  faid,  '  What  they  do  will  be  no  plea  for 
us  before  the  judgment-feat  of  the  great  God.'  So 
after  fome  other  difcourfe,  the  mayor  committed  John 
to  the  marflialfea  prifon,  to  which  aifo  were  taken 
afterwards  Alexander  Seaton,  Anthony  Sharp,  and 
others. 

Now  feveral  fober  perfons  obferving  other  pro- 
felTors  to  fhrink  in  this  time  of  perfecution,  whilft 
Friends  kept  their  meetings  as  ufual,  came  to  our 
fueetings  and  became  faithful  friends. 

The  coiifideraiion  of  the  great  fuiferings  that  were 
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upon  Friends  in  England  for  their  innocent  teftimony 
towards  God,  whereby-  many  of  them  were  brought 
into  great  nectlTity  and  affliction  by  the  ravenous 
Iiands  of  wicked  informers  and  violent  perfecutors, 
being  before  the  national  meeting,  a  coUecTtion  for 
their  relief  was  ordered  from  the  feveral  provinces. 

Now,  as  well  as  before,  alfo  in  this  nation  Friends 
were  not  exempt  from  fuffering  on  account  of  their 
non-payment  of  tithes,  &c.  and  the  unreafonablenefs 
of  the  fees  and  colls  of  the  bifhop's  court;  on  which 
occalion  they  petitioned  the  lord -lieutenant  and 
council. 

This  year  (1684)  was  publifhed  an  account  of 
Friends'  fufferings  on  the  occafions  aforefaid,  and 
ordered  to  be  fent  into  the  feveral  provinces. 

Likewife  this  year,  Thomas  EUwood's  book,  called 
A  DilTuafive  from  Pcrfecution,  was  printed  at  a  na- 
tiona!  charge. 

The  fame  year  died  Thomas  Carleton,  at  Ballyna- 
carrick  in  the  county  of  Wicklow,  who  was  convinced' 
in  Cumberland  about  the  year  1663,  before  ^vhich 
he  underwent  great  conflicts  of  foul,  which  1  fhall 
defcribe  in  his  own  words  from  one  of  his  irea- 
tifes,  viz. 

*  I  was  early  vifited  by  the  love  and  tender  mercy 
of  the  Lord,  which  often  prefc  ntcd  unto  me  my  Hate 
and  m^anner  of  Hfe,  and  by  the  fame  love  and  light 
he  made  known  unto  me  that  his  way  and  worfhip 
was  a  purer,  holier  way  and  cleaner  hfe  than  I  had 
yet  attained  unto.  Thus  I  was  induced  to  feek  after 
the  Lord  ;  I  read  and  fearched  the  Scriptures  with 
much  diligence  and  zeal,  and  gave  myfelf  up  to  hear 
fcrmons,  fearch  catechifms,  &c.  was  often  toffed  in 
myfelf  like  redlefs  waves  in  a  troubled  fea,  not  feeling 
peace  nor  ftabiliiy.  I  often  befought  the  Lord  in 
contrition  of  fpirit,  to  clear  my  underftanding  and 
judgment,  and  make  me  to  know  his  hving  way» 
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truth,  and  people,  fe^Vs  and  opinions  then  abounding, 
onp  faying,  Lo,  Chrift  is  here,  another,  Lo,  he  is 
there ;  every  denomination  conflruing,  wrefting,  and 
interpreting  the  Scriptures  to  their  fundry  tenets,  and 
forcing  meanings  from  theiii  to  anfwer  their  prin- 
ciples, and  to  maintain  every  of  their  interpretations 
as  authentic  truths ;  in  alt  which  I  was  as  one  without 
foundation,  tolTed  with  every  of  their  windy  doc- 
trines ;  but  it  ftili  refted  with  me,  that  man  was 
created  for  God's  glory,  I  being  ever  and  anon 
judged  and  condemned  in  myfelf  for  fm  and  difobe- 
dience ;  for  the  law  was  come  by  which  is  the  know- 
ledge of  fm,  and  the  commandment  being  come,  fm 
revived  and  I  died  as  it  were ;  then  fm  by  the  com- 
mandment became  exceeding  finful,  and  then  I  was 
driven  to  feek  for  peace  night  and  day,  early  and 
late,  in  publick  and  private  fallings,  feaftings,  family 
devotions,  &c.  running  from  one  houfe,  town,  af- 
fembly,  and  worfliip  to  another,  feeking  the  word  of 
the  Lord  in  all  their  fabbaths,  lectures,  humiliations, 
or  thankfgivings,  diligently  obferving  every  ordinance 
in  which  the  minifter  faid,  God  was  to  be  found,  and 
all  to  obtain  peace  with  my  Maker ;  but  it  fled  from 
tne,  nor  was  to  be  found  amongft  them, 

'  At  length,  after  much  humiliation,  contrition, 
and  diftrefs,  it  pleafed  the  Father  to  reveal  his  Son  in 
me;  and  by  his  light  that  gives  the  knowledge  of  the 
glory  of  God  in  the  face  of  his  Son  Jefus  Chrift, 
2  Cor.  iv.  6.  he  was  pleafed  to  give  me  a  glimpfe  of 
the  heavenly  land,  and  of  the  way  to  the  kingdom  of 
God,  which  I  faw  to  be  in  and  through  the  light  of 
Chrift  Jefus,  which  lighteth  every  man  that  comech 
into  the  world,  as  it  was  then  preached  and  teftified 
by  the  fervants  of  the  Lord  ;  a  meafure  of  which  I 
fek  in  myfelf,  which  told  me  all  that  ever  I  did,  fe- 
cretiy  condemning  every  work  in  me,  with  every 
word  that  was  contrary  to  the  will  and  mind  of  the 
Father  :  and  alfo  juftifying  every  v^^ord  and  work  that 
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was  according  to  his  will.  7  hus  the  Lord  having 
opened  my  undei {landing,  and  given  me  in  meafure 
a  feelin;:  of  himlVlf,  I  was  forced  to  conclude  f  as  the 
wcman  of  Samaria  did)  that  this  was  the  Chrift,  this 
was  the  WMy,  this  was  the  truth ;  as  by  daily  expe- 
rience I  found,  by  the  operation  of  the  light  in  my 
own  heart,  compared  with  the  teftimony  that  the 
faints  and  fervants  of  God  had  given  in  age5  paft ; 
and  thus  in  the  mouths  of  two  or  three  witntiles  this 
teftimony  was  eftabliOied  and  confirmed  in  me.  But 
ftill  how  to  receive  and  give  obedieiice  to  it,  I  knew 
nor,  the  enemy  often  raifmg  doubts  and  fears  in  me, 
and  the  v/arfare  between  the  flcfh  and  fpirit  was 
great.  I  faw  that  I  fliould  never  find  peace  nor  re- 
conciliation with  the  Lord,  until  I  gave  obeclence  to 
the  light,  and  came  into  focieiy  with  the  children  of 
light,  and  to  the  worihip  that  flood  in  fj^irit  ;  contrary 
to  all  the  ways,  worOiips  and  fcrvices  of  the  world, 
fet  up  in  the  wills  and  limitaticns  of  men,  v/h:ch  I 
faw  to  be  only  forirsal  and  traditional,  and  no  lefs 
than  idolatry,  as  they  thcij  ILood  in  the  will-worfliip, 
being  prefcribed  and  fet  forth  at  thr  wills  and  plea- 
fures  of  m.en,  and  cflabliihed  by  the  then  prefent 
powers,  government  and  authority ;  as  the  Indepen- 
dent Church  Faith,  the  Prefbyterian  Dirc£tory,  and 
the  Common  Prayer  Book  of  the  Epifcopals  may 
fully  teftify  ;  none  being  to  queflion  or  obje£l  againfl 
any  thing  that  was  or  is  believed  by  their  feveral 
churches  and  alicmbi  es,  or  prefcribed  by  their  rules 
or  canons,  directories  or  fervice- books  (though 
never  fb  much  diffatisBed  in  confcieoce),  without 
undergoing  the  ccnfurcs  or  abjudications  of  their 
particular  focieties.  But  they  that  are  come  to  the 
light  and  hberty  of  the  fons  of  God,  and  to  live  and 
w^alk  in  the  Spirit,  by  the  Spirit,  they  know  the 
anointing  v/hich  abidech  in  them,  and  is  truth  and  no 
lie,  which  teacheth  them  in  ail  things  to  follow  the 
Lamb  only,  Vvhitherfoever  he  goes,  and  the  leadings 
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of  his  Spirit,  and  not  the  formal  tradi  and  traditional 
precepts  of  men  ;  and  fo  they  are  ceafed  from  man 
and  his  teachings,  knowing  the  Lord  is  come  to  teacli 
his  people  himfelF;  v/hcreoF  I  being  perfuaded  in  my 
own  heart,  was  at  length  conftrained  to  yield  and 
refign  myfelf  unto  the  will  of  the  Lord.*  So  far 
Thomas  Carleron,  refpe^ling  himfelf :  let  us  now  hear 
teltimony  of  the  brethren  concerning  him. 

He  came  to  Treh^nd  about  the  year  1673,  was  a 
very  zealous,  honcfl  fi'iend,  and  an  able  miniiler; 
having  a  divine  gift  to  adminlRer  from,  in  the  exer- 
cife  of  which  he  was  very  fcrviceable  ;  both  for  the 
convincing  of  many  vvho  were  Grangers  to  the  way 
of  the  Lord,  and  for  the  edifying,  building  up  and 
provoking  to  diligence,  thofe  already  convinced.  He 
was  a  man  of  a  good  underftanding  and  clear  dif- 
cerning,  yet  of  a  lowly  mind,  and  ready  to  prefer 
others  before  himfelf.  He  ufually  flood  up  in  great 
fear  and  dread,  when  he  was  exercifed  under  the 
powerful  word  of  life.  He  was  valiant  in  alTerting 
and  defending  truth  againfl  the  oppofuion  of  its 
enemies,  and  patient  in  fufFering  for  it,  as  appears 
from  a  fmall  tra^l  he  published,  entituled.  The  Capr 
tive's  Complaint,  or  the  Prifoner's  Plea  againfl  the 
burthenfome  and  contentious  title  of  tithes,  &c. 
wherein  are  laid  down  feveral  grounds  and  reafons- 
againfl  the  propriety  and  payment  of  tithes  in  this 
evangelical  day  and  difpenfation.  He  alfo  publifhed 
fome  other  fmall  pieces,  and  particularly  an  excellent 
general  epiflle  of  admonition  and  advice  to  Friends  in 
Ireland  and  elfewhere. 

Whilfl  other  diffenters  on  occafion  of  the  prohibi- 
tion kuely  mentioned,  1685,  left  their  ufual  meeting- 
houfcs  and  met  more  privately.  Friends  flill  continued 
both  their  public  meetings  for  the  worfliip  of  Almighty 
God,  and  thofe  for  Chriflian  difcipline,  and  great 
unity  and  peace  was  amongfl  them  j  great  numbers 
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alfo  of  Other  people  came  to  our  publick  meetingf?^ 
atid  Friends  gained  credit  among  m.any  fober  perfons^ 
Dotwithilanding  the  prejudice  and  railing  of  the  other 
dilTenters  who  fled  into  corners. 

There  being  a  great  refort  to  our  meetings  about 
this  time  (1687)  one  James  Barry  an  independent 
preacher  raged,  and  in  his  public  preaching  greatly 
railed  againft  friends :  hereupon  feveral  of  his  hearers^ 
like  the  ancient  noble  Bereans^  came  to  Friends' 
meetings  to  be  fatisfied  whether  his  accounts  were 
true  or  no ;  and  by  the  miniflry  of  John  Burnyeat 
and  others,  their  prejudices  were  removed,  they  were 
convinced  and  joined  to  Friends,  and  became  very 
ferviceable  afterwards. 

At  this  time  alfo,  viz.  under  king  James,  the  go- 
vernment having  made  choice  of  fome  friends  to 
ferve  in  corporations^  and  as  magiflrates,  and  fome 
few  having  accepted  thereof,  though  it  was  not  of 
their  own  feeking,  a  paper  of  tender  advice  was 
drawn  up,  by  order  of  a  general  meeting,  to  friends 
who  were  fo  concerned,  to  keep  to  the  truth  in  every 
thing :  that  they  might  fliine  as  lights  to  the  world, 
and  be  helpful  to  bring  forth  juftice,  judgment,  and 
righteoufsnefs.  And 

On  this  occafion  George  Fox  wrote  a  letter  to 
William  Edmundfon,  dated  from  Kingfton  upon 
Thames,  1687,  to  this  purpofe  : 

*Dear  William, 
*  As  for  thofe  friends  of  Dublin,  Cork,  Limerick, 
and  other  places  that  have  taken  thofe  offices  of 
aldermen  and  burgelTes  upon  them,  they  muft  con- 
fider  and  be  wife ;  for  if  they  keep  to  truth,  they 
can  neither  take  any  oaths,  nor  put  any  oaths  to  any 
one,  neither  can  they  put  on  their  gowns  and  ftrange 
kind  of  habits,  as  friends  have  confidered  it  here 
when  they  talk  of  putting  them  in  fuch  places ;  and 
again,  when  they  have  the  aldermen,  or  mayors  or 
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common-council  feafts,  friends  here  cannot  jo'n  them 
in  fnch  things ;  but  if  they  will  make  the  poor  a  feafl 
that  cannot  feaO:  you  again,  friends  have  proffered 
themfelves  to  join  with  them  ;  but  to  feaft  them  that 
will  feafl  you  again,  and  .to  join  vvith  them  in  their 
flrange  kind  of  habits  and  formalities,  is  not  like 
truth,  that  denies  the  pomps  and  fafliions  of  this 
world :  but  in  their  places  they  fliould  do  juflice  to 
all  men,  and  be  a  terror  to  them  that  do  evil,  and  a 
praife  to  them  that  do  well,  and  preferve  every  man 
both  in  his  natural  rights  and  properties,  and  in  his 
divine  rights  and  liberty,  according  to  the  righteous 
law  of  God,  &c. 

*  George  Fox,' 

The  latter  end  of  this  year  ( 1 688)  a  war  broke  forth 
in  this  nation,  threatening  a  general  overthrow  of  all 
the  Englifli  and  Proteilants,  and  In  that  frightful  time 
many  of  thefeleft  their  dwellings, flocks,  and  flocks, and 
fled,  fome  to  England,  and  fome  to  arms ;  but  friends 
generally  kept  their  places,  and  kept  up  their  meet- 
ings, and  trufled  the  Lord  with  their  lives  and  fub- 
flance,  that  rules  all  things  in  heaven  and  earth,  and 
bounds  the  fea,  and  the  raging  waves  thereof, 
though  under  great  perils  of  divers  forts,  by  reafou 
of  multitudes  of  wicked,  unmerciful,  blood-thirfly 
men  banded  together;  and  friends  in  fome  places  be- 
came great  fuccourers  to  fome  of  the  diflreffed  Englifh 
that  had  their  houfes  burnt,  and  were  themfelves 
driven  out  of  their  places,  being  flript  of  their  fub- 
ftance  ;  and.  a  remarkable  thing  never  to  be  forgotten 
was,  that  they  that  were  in  government  then  feemed 
to  favour  us,  and  endeavour  to  preferve  friends. 

But  notwithflanding  all  endeavours  ufed,  friends 
fuflained  great  loffes,  and  went  through  many  perils 
by  the  outrageous  rabble  and  plunderers  of  the 
country  befides  the  hardfhips  by  the  army :  fo  that 
many  iofl  moil  of  their  vifible  fubflance,  and  fome 
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were  ftript  naked,  and  iheir  houfes  and  dwelling^ 
were  fet  on  fire  over  their  heads,  and  burnt  to  the 
ground,  and  their  lives  were  in  fuch  danger,  that  it 
leemed  ahnofl  impoflible  that  they  fhould  be  pre- 
ferved;  yet  in  the  midO:  of  fuch  lamentable  exercifes, 
the  Lord's  eminent  hand  of  deliverance  wonderfully 
appeared  to  their  great  admiration  and  comfort. 

In  the  Third  month,  this  year  (1689)  accounts 
Were  fent  up  to  the  national  meeting,  of  the  fufferings 
of  friends  in  feveral  parts  of  the  nation,  by  robberies 
and  fpoils  by  foldiers  and  other  people,  and  the  lofTes 
fuflained  by  friends  of  the  province  of  Leinflier  ap- 
peared to  be  above  900 1. 

Hereupon  friends  made  application  to  king  James, 
who  received  them  kindly,  and  promifed  that  he 
would  take  a  particular  care  that  they  fliould  be  pro- 
tected. 

Notwithflanding  it  was  with  great  hazard  of  their 
lives  that  friends  from  divers  parts  came  to  the  na- 
tional meedngj  yet  fuch  at  that  time  was  their  zeal 
for  the  Lord  s  fervice,  their  faith  and  confidence  in 
his  providential  care,  and  their  fervent  defire  of 
renewed  edification,  that  all  the  frightful  commotions 
and  threatening  dangers  of  thofe  days,  could  not  pre- 
vent their  keeping  up  this  and  other  meetings. 

The  national  meeting  was  now  pretty  much  taken 
up  in  confidering  the  diftrelTed  condition  of  their 
brethren  through  the  nation,  and  ordering  convenient 
fupplies. 

At  the  next  half-year's  meeting  in  the  Ninth 
month,  it  appeared  that  the  loffes  of  friends  being 
ftill  continued  and  increafcd,  thofe  of  the  friends  of 
the  provinces  of  Leinfler  and  Munftcr  amounted  to 
above  7000I.  fterhng;  and  in  the  year  1692,  it  was 
computed  that  the  loffes  of  friends  throughout  the 
nation  amounted  in  the  v/hole  to  ioo,oool. 

Now  the  friends  of  the  Meeting  for  fufferings  in 
London,  fympathizing  with  their  brethren  here,  did 
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fignify  their  readinefs  to  affifl  them  ;  to  which  the 
half-year's  meeting  returned  anfwer,  acknowledging 
their  tender  care,  however  at  prefent  they  rather  chofe 
to  dech'ne  the  acceptance  of  their  friendly  offer,  the 
feveral  provinces  being  as  yet  able  to  heJp  one  another. 
However  Friends  here  did  afterwards  accept  of  the 
benevolence  of  the  brethren  in  England,  and  in  the 
year  1692,  they  drew  for  fix  hundred  pounds  towards 
helping  friends  here  reduced  by  the  late  calamitous 
times,  befides  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  remitted 
from  London  to  Ulfler,  and  the  fum  of  one  thoufand 
and  fixty  pounds  m.ore  was  fent  for  this  purpofe,  from 
London,  which  in  the  year  1692,  was  ordered  to  be 
diftributed  proportionally  to  each  province,  and  z 
letter  was  fent  to  the  Meeting  for  fnfferings  in  London, 
acknowledging  their  acceptance  hereof,  but  withal 
defiring  that  a  full  flop  fliould  be  put  to  their  fending 
any  more. 

Thus  in  thofe  calamitous  times  were  Friends  very 
nearly  united  in  affeflion  j  and  even  from  the  Friends 
of  Barbadoes  there  was  lool.  fent  for  the  relief  of 
Friends  here  on  this  occafion. 

This  year  (1689)  king  James  landing  in  the  South, 
and  coming  up  to  Dublin,  the  Proteftants  came  to  be 
a  litde  quieter,  and  better  fetded  in  their  minds,  nor 
fo  fearful  of  a  maffacre  as  formerly  ;  but  flill  great 
havock  was  made  upon  the  flock  of  Englifhmen,  their 
cattle,  &c.  being  moftly  taken  or  killed,  oftentimes 
more  on  purpofe  for  deflruclion  than  for  want ;  and  - 
friends  underwent  thofe  abufes  in  common  with  other 
Proteflants. 

Here  follows  a  particular  account  of  the  fuiFering<; 
and  prefervation  of  friends  in  thofe  days. 
'  I.  At  the  town  of  Cavan  fa  place  that  lay  open 
to  both  the  armies,  and  to  the  cruelty  of  the  wicked 
rabble),  feveral  friends  kept  their  places  and  dwel- 
lings, and  held  their  ufual  meeiinss,  and  though 

Vol.  IIL  k 
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fometlmes  in  ildrmifhes  between  the  two  armies  many 
wereflain,  yet  friends'  lives  were  wonderfully  preferved, 
though  in  their  outward  fubllances  they  were  fpoiled 
;ind  ftripped,  and  at  lafl  commanded  by  the  chief 
officer  of  the  Irifh  army  to  depart,  and  their  houfes 
were  burnt. 

2.  At  Old  Caflle,  a  place  liable  to  the  like  perils, 
a  few  friends  dwelt^  who  kept  up  their  little  meetings, 
fwhich  belonged  to  Cavan  monthly  meeting)  and 
continued  there  j  their  lives  were  alfo  wonderfully 
prefer  ved. 

3.  Near  Charlemont,  in  the  county  of  Tyrone, 
friends  thereabouts  generally  kept  their  places,  and 
particularly  John  Whitefide,  whofe  family  wonder- 
fully efcaped  the  hands  of  cruelty  with  their  lives, 
being  in  imminent  danger  often  by  the  Rapparees,  and 
dwelling  between  two  garrifons,  one  EngHfh  and  the 
Other  Irifh,  who  had  hot  difputes,  killing  each  other 
at  his  very  houfe  ;  and  once  there  were  feven  hundred 
Irifh,  to  fix ty  Engl i ill  and  French  by  computation; 
one  of  his  out-houfes  was  burnt,  and  he  and  his  fon 
lying  fick  in  another  fo  near,  that  it  was  admirable 
both  it  and  ihey  were  not  burnt ;  and  yet  the  Iriili 
were  forced  to  withdraw,  who  plundered  Friends  and 

^  burnt  their  houfes. 

4.  One  Thomas  Greer,  a  friend,. loll:  his  life  by  a 
fhot  made  into  his  mother's  houfe  in  the  night,  by  a 
parcel  of  Rapparees  coming  to  rob  the  houfe,  as  was 
liippofed;  and  friends  of  Ulller  have  left  this  teili- 
mony  concerning  the  faid  Thomas  Greer,  that  he 
was  an  honeft  friend,  and  zealous  for  iruth. 

5.  Near  Edenderry  (an  open  place  much  expofed 
to  the  Rapparees)  Friends  v/ere  greatly  fpoiled  in  their 
flocks  and  flocks,  and  outward  fubftance,  but  their 
lives  were  wonderfully  preferved,  though  the  bloody 
ravenous  Rapparees  broke  in  upon  the  town  one 
night,  and  burnt  part  of  it,  and  killed  ibme  of  the 
inhabitants. 
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6.  At  and  near  RofTenallis,  in  the  Queen's  county 
(a  place  that  lay  open  to  the  like  cruel  Ibrt  of  men), 
William  Edmundfon  and  feveral  other  friends  kept 
their  places;  though  under  great  exercifes,  and  troubles 
of  divers  forts,  and  perils  too  tedious  here  to  mention; 
till  fuch  time  as  a  great  party  of  Rapparees  came  in 
the  night  to  faid  William's  houfe,  he  and  his  family 
being  in  bed,  and  with  great  violence  fell  upon  his 
houfe,  and  feveral  other  houfes  thereabouts,  and  fet 
his  houfe  on  fire  over  his  head,  firing  feveral  vollies 
of  fliot  in  at  the  windows ;  and  took  himfelf  and  his 
two  fons  bare-legged  and  bare-headed,  and  not  fo 
much  other  clothes  as  to  fave  their  bodies  from  the 
cold,  and  hurried  them  that  night  through  bufiies 
and  bogs,  mire  and  water,  up  to  their  knees,  in  cold 
weather,  being  the  latter  end  of  the  Ninth  month, 
about  five  or  fix  m.iles,  to  a  wood,  where  William 
Edmundfon  was  fentenced  to  be  fliot  to  death,  and 
his  two  fons  to  be  hanged ;  and  yet  feveral  of  them 
owned  that  -he  was  an  honeii  man,  for  he  had  often 
exerted  himfelf  to  prevent  men  of  their  party  from 
being  wronged  and  abufed  by  the  other,  and  fome- 
times  widi  the  hazard  of  his  own  life  among  the 
Englifh  foldiers ;  notwithflanding  which  they  hood- 
winked his  fons  to  hang  them,  and  having  prepared 
two  firelocks  to  ihoot  him,  they  hoodwinked  him 
alfo  ;  but  William  told  them  they  needed  not,  for 
he  could  look  them  in  the  faces,  and  was  not  afraid 
to  die.    Now  all  things  being  prepared  to  effecl  their 
purpofe,  tbey  were  divided  among  themfelves,  and 
another  party  came  in,  vrho  refcued  them  all  three 
from  thofe  that  were  going  to  execute  them,  and  took 
them  in  a  hungry  cold  condition  to  Athlone,  where 
colonel  Grace  was  governor  ;  and  the  people  having 
had  notice  of  their  coming,  thoufands  of  the  worft 
fort  of  the  Irifli  vrere  gathered  in  the  great  fireet  of 
that  town,  and  one  Nugent,  high-fnerifF  of  that  county 
animated  them,  fo  that  i:  was  a  wonder  that  both 
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William  and  his  fons  were  not  flain  ;  but  in  the  in- 
terim it  fo  happened  that  an  ofEcer,  and  a  goodly 
perfon  of  great  prefence,  thruft  through  the  crowd  of 
that  rabble,  and  came  to  William,  who  was  wrapped 
about  with  a  piece  of  an  old  blanket,  alking  him  how 
he  did ;  and  then  turned  to  the  rabble,  telling  them 
he  knew  William  to  be  an  honefl  man,  fpeaking 
it  feveral  times  over,  with  fome  other  words  in  his 
favour,  which  quafhed  the  rage  of  both  Hieriff  and 
rabble:  thus  the  Lord  provided  help  in  great  flireights 
and  perils ;  then  the  faid  William  and  his  fons  were 
taken  to  the  caHle,  where  the  governor  and  many  of 
the  field  and  chief  ollicers  of  the  Irifn  army  were  met 
m  council,  and  there  v/ere  examined  ;  and  when  they 
underftood  the  ftate  of  the  cafe,  there  feemed  to  be 
a  forrow  amongftthem  for  the  whole  aflion,  and  the 
governor,  who  had  been  formerly  acquainted  with 
the  faid  William,  flood  up  in  a  reverend  manner,  and 
faid  with  tears  in  his  eyes,  that  he  was  forry  to  fee 
him  there  in  that  condition,  and  if  he  had  the  Rap- 
parees  that  burnt  his  hoyfe,  he  would  caufe  them  ta 
be  hanged. 

At  this  time  John  Clibborn  hearing  of  the  diftrefs 
of  W.  E.  went  to  vifit  him,  and  fupplied  him  with 
necelTaries ;  and  afterwards,  upon  giving  fecurity  for 
the  faid  ^William  Edmundfon,  prevailed  on  the  gover- 
nor to  let  him  and  his  fons  go  with  him  to  his  houfc 
at  the  Moate  5  and  in  a  little  time  after  they  were  fet 
at  liberty. 

7.  At  Moate  Granoge,  John  Clibborn  aforefaid^ 
at  whofe  houfe  a  meeting  was  fettled  by  turn,  kept  his. 
place  long  in  much  danger,  and  fo  did  mod:  friends 
of  that  meeting,  v/hich  they  flill  kept  up  in  great 
difiiculty,  it  lying  but  fix  miles  from  Athlone,  then  a 
chief  Iriflhi  garriion,  and  a  noted  place  of  refuge,  from 
whence  did  often  fcout  parties  that  made  great  fpoil 
upon  the  country,  and  w^hereunto  the  bloody  Rap- 
parees  ufually  led  fuch  Englifh  as  they  caught,  and 
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carried  from  their  own  houfes,  whom  they  were  not 
permitted  barbaroully  to  murder  as  they  had  done 
many. 

Whilft  the  faid  John  Glibborn  could  poffibly  keep 
Jiis  houfe,  it  was  open  to  all,  and  a  fuccour  to  many, 
both  friends  and  others,  and  in  times  of  great  Ikir- 
iniflies  and  flaughter  he  did  not  flee  till  at  length 
moll  hardly  ufed,  plundered  and  quite  fpoiled  in  his 
outward  fubilance.  He  was  taken  by  the  hair  of  his 
head  by  the  Rapparees,  who  plundered  his  houfe  in 
the  night,  threatening  to  cut  his  head  off;  and  at  laft 
he  and  other  friends  were  driven  from  their  places, 
and  their  houfes  were  burnt. 

8.  Anthony  Robinfon  and  John  Miller,  dwelling 
three  miles  from  Athlone,  had  their  houfes  plundered 
by  the  Irifli,  and  afterwards  they  and  their  families 
were  threatened  to  be  murdered ;  had  not  an  Irifh 
juflice  of  peace's  wife,  a  near  neighbour,  appeared 
for  them,  and  took  them  in  till  the  party  was  fo 
infolent,  and  ready  to  break  in,  that  fhe  counted  fhe 
could  not  fave  them,  upon  which,  running  to  them, 
ftie  defired  them  to  efcape  with  their  lives  if  they 
frould,  and  conveyed  them  into  her  garden,  and  thence 
they  made  hard  fliift  to  get  into  a  wood  hard  by,  and 
there  hid  themfelves  feme  days  and  nights  in  a 
diftreffed  condition,  fought  for  and  hunted  by  the 
blood-thirfty  Irifli  Rapparees,  but  their  lives  were 
nniraculoufly  preferved,  and  with  great  difliculty  they 
got  to  the  aforefaid  John  Clibborn's  houfe  at  th^ 
jkoate. 

9.  Mountmelick  and  Montrath,  two  country  un- 
wajled  towns  (w^here  two  confiderable  meetings  of 
Friends  have  been  fettled),  by  reafon  of  their  border- 
ing upon  the  bogs  and  mountains,  often  had  great 
(lore  of  the  bloody  ravenous  Rapparees  haunting 
thein  y  and  being,  places  of  little  or  no  defence.  Friends 
that  dwelt  in  tliem  fufl:ained  a  large  fliare  of  the  many 
Uardlhips  of  the  calamitous  times,  and  were  greatly 
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exercifed  under  a  concern  both  for  their  families  and 
neighbours,  fliill  keeping  up  their  meetings  with  an 
eye  to  the  Lord,  who  did  not  leave  nor  forfake  his 
people  in  their  many  trials,  but  wonderfully  provided 
for  them  ;  fo  that  it  is  to  be  admired  how  their  little 
provifion  for  their  families  held  out,  confidering  how 
their  houfes  were  filled  with  people,  and  many  alarms 
came  from  the  Irifh,  threatening  to  deftroy  thofe  places, 
and  kill  all  the  Englidi. 

10.  Cloncourfe,  a  lonefome  place,  where  Chrifto- 
pher  Raper  dwelt,  having  fome  walls  of  defence,  and 
a  fmall  Engliili  garrifon  of  foldiers  being  there,  was 
a  little  fhelter  to  a  fmall  number  of  friends  v^^ho  dwelt 
near  it,  and  ufed  to  meet  by  turns  in  that  place,  who 
fuifered  great  hardfliips,  having  loft  mofl  of  what 
outward  fubftance  they  had,  and  provifions  being 
fcanty,  were  vifited  with  a  peililential  fever,  and  they 
were  greatly  (treightened  for  ro  an. 

1 1 .  James  Hutchinfon  dwelt  at  Knockballymagher^ 
near  Cloncourfe,  and  kept  his  place  till  a  party  of 
Rapparees,  with  fome  of  the  Irilh  flanding  army,  came 
in  the  day-time,  plundered  and  burnt  hishoufe,  took 
him,  and  a  few  Englifh  tenants  of  his,  prifoners, 
forcing  him  over  the  Shannon  about  fifteen  miles, 
and  there  treated  him  very  coarfely,  and  compelled 
him  to  ranfome  his  life,  and  then  let  him  go  in  great 
hazard.  (Bythev^ay,  feveral  Englifh,  both  friends 
and  others,  met  with  fuch  like  ufage  in  thofe  times;. 
His  houfe  had  been  of  great  ufe  to  the  Engliih. 

12.  Gerflion  Boat,  dwelling  at  Borrifaleagh,  re- 
mote from  friends,  and  ten  miles  from  any  meeting, 
in  a  place  of  fome  flrength,  fuffered  many  hardfnips, 
and  efcaped  many  dangers,  both  at  home,  and  on 
the  road  going  to  meetings ;  his  houfe  being  often 
fet  upon  by  the  Irifh,  both  of  the  army  and  tories, 
bnt  was  wonderfully  delivered  out  of  their  hands^ 
and  many  Englifh  families,  both  priefls  and  others, 
were  fuccoured  there,  und  helped  on  their  way  (vv  hen 
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comiiig  from  about  the  river  Shannon,  and  gohig  to 
Cadiei  and  Clonmel)  who  had  been  much  fpoiled  and 
flripped  in  the  Irilh  quarters  where  they  dwelt :  he 
kept  his  place  till  general  Dayly  placed  a  garrifon  at 
his  houfe  or  caftle,  and  then  with  great  difficulty  and 
danger  removed  his  family  to  Montrath  aforefaid,  to 
live  or  die  with  Friends,  times  looking  very  difmal. 

Thefe  particulars  may  (liew  the  eminent  providential 
hand  of  the  Lord  over  Friends,  and  his  care  andkind- 
nefs  to  prefervethem  in  the  midfl  of  fuch  great  perils, 
and  many  more  might  be  inilanced ;  and  though  in 
thofe  limes  many  of  the  Englifli  neighbours  fell  by 
the  hands  of  thofe  bloody  murderers,  yet  we  know 
but  of  four  that  we  could  own  to  be  of  our  fociety  in 
all  the  nation  that  fell  by  the  hands  of  cruelty,  and 
two  of  them  too  forwardly  ventured  their  lives  when 
ihey  were  loll. 

And  befides  all  this,  at  the  return  of  the  armies  to 
winter^quarters,  the  country  was  filled  with  violent 
ficknefs,  which  took  away  many  of  all  forts  5  and 
feverai  that  were  driven  away  from  their  habitations, 
and  had  loft  moit  of  their  fubftance,  though  they  yet 
ha4  left  \vhere  withal  to  fupport  nature  for  the  prefent, 
feemed  to  grieve  at  their  lolTes  and  low  eftates,  and 
fo  Ian gui filed  and  died;  which  Friends  were  gready 
fupported  over,  having  an  eye  to  tjhe  Lord,  who  not 
only  gives  but  takes,  or  fuffers  to  be  taken  away. 

Now  it  pleafcd  the  Lord  in  mercy  (and  for  a  rem- 
nant's fake  no  doubt)  to  fliorten  thofe  times  of  great 
exercifes,  that  they  were  moftly  ended  in  lefs  than 
three  years;  and  Friends  generally  were  low  in  their 
minds,  and  their  hearts  open  one  to  another,  fo  that 
thofe  who  had  fomething  left,  were  willing  to  com- 
municate to  thofe  that  were  in  want,  and  friends  that 
were  driven  from  their  dwellings  did  generally  return 
to  their  places;  and  the  national  men's  meeting  took 
care  tluu  in  every  quarter  Friends  fhould  be  fuppUe4 
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for  the  prefent  with  fuch  neceflkries  as  time  and  their 
abihties  did  afford  ;  and  great  care  was  taken  in 
friends  fettling,  that  they  might  fetde  near  together 
for  the  benefit  of  meetings  to  ferve  the  Lord, 

And  it  is  remarkable  that  Friends  meetings  were 
preferved  peaceable,  and  that  they  kept  their  meetings 
according  to  the  ufual  manner  for  the  worflnp  of  God, 
w^ithout  much  dillurbance  from  either  party,  as  alfo 
their  men  and  women's  meetings  for  church  difcipline, 
both  monthly,  provincial,  and  national  meetings  ; 
though  many  times  friends  went  to  them  in  great  perils 
by  reafon  of  the  Rapparees,  who  in  many  places  way- 
laid people  to  rob  :and  murder  them ;  and  the  Lord 
w^as  pleafed  to  accompany  them  in  their  meedngs  with 
his  glorious  heavenly  prefence ;  *  and  truth  gained 
ground,  and  Friends  came  more  in  efleem  than  formerly 
in  the  minds  of  many,  both  rulers  and  people,  through 
their  innocent  wife  deportment  in  the  fear  of  God. 

William  the  Third  having  been  proclaimed  king 
of  England,  France,  and  Ireland,  came  over  this  year, 
1690  ;  and,  having  routed  king  Jamxs's  forces  at  the 
battle  of  the  Boyne,  became  the  happy  inflrument  of 
delivering  this  kingdom  from  the  impending  danger 
of  popery  and  arbitrary  power,  and  of  eilablifhing 
liberty  of  confcience  by  law. 

It  is  true  that  the  people  called  Quakers  did  enjoy 
the  liberty  of  holding  their  meetings  for  the  worlhip 
of  God  according  to  their  confcicnces,  during  the 
prefence  of  king  James  in  Ireland,  as  well  as  that 
their  brethren  in  England  had  been  by  him  fet  at 
liberty  from  their  imprifonment,  and  that  king  James 
on  that  occafion  did  declare,  that  it  was  always  his 
principle  that  confcience  ought  not  to  be  forced,  but 
ibat  ail  men  ought  to  have  the  liberty  of  their  con- 
fciehces;+  however,  as  Sewel  obfcrves,  'perhaps 
that  prince  did  not  confider  that  if  fuch  a  general 

*  The  words  of  Thomas  Wight. 
f  Sewel'a  Hillory  of  the  Quakers,  Vol.11,  page  439. 
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liberty  had  been  procured,  he  fliould  not  have  been 
able  to  have  made  it  continue  longer  than  the  popifh 
clergy  would  have  thought  it  convenient;  and  though 
the  king's  intention  might  really  have  been  fmcere, 
yet  it  is  likely  it  might  have  been  thwarted,  though 
he  might  have  been  willing  it  fhould  have  been 
otherwife.  And  time  hath  fliewn  that  king  James 
was  not  to  be  the  happy  inftrument  of  fettling  liberty 
of  confcience  upon  a  lafting  foundation,  but  that  this 
work  was  refejved  for  that  great  prince,  king  William, 
who  being  born  in  a  country  where  force  upon  con- 
fcience was  abrogated,  when  a  Proteflant  government 
was  fettled  there,  now  alfo  introduced  the  hke  Chriftian 
liberty  in  England.  * 

This  year  (1690)  died  George  Gregfon,  at  his  houfe 
in  Lifnegarvy  in  the. county  of  Antrim.  He  was  born  a 
Papiftj  in  Lancafliire,  as  I  am  affured,  but  being  con- 
vinced  of  truth,  continued  faithful  in  his  teflimony 
for  the  fame,  patiently  bearing  the  falfe  and  malicious 
reports  of  wicked  and  envious  men,  he  being  from 
the  time  of  his  convincement,  -the  butt  of  their  ha.tred 
and  envy ;  but  he  was  valiant  and  undaunted  in  his 
teflimony,  chufmg  rather  to  fulFer  affli6lion  with  the 
people  of  God,  than  to  enjoy  the  pleafures  of  fm  for 
a  feafon,  looking  at  the  recompence  of  reward  and 
yielding  obedience  to  the  Lord's  power,  whereby  he 
was  enabled  to  declare  unto  others  what  God  had 
done  for  his  foul,  and  his  miniftry  was  effectual  to  the 
convincing  of  many  of  the  evil  of  their  ways,  and 
manifefting  unto  them  the  way  of  life  and  faivation. 
He  was  endowed  with  a  great  gift  of  underftanding 
as  well  as  utterance.    He  was  particularly  concerned 
for  the  youth,  and  the  newly  convinced,  and  for  the 
children  of  beheving  parents,  that  they  might  not 
content  themfelves  with  a  bare  profelTion  of  the  truth 
which  ihey  had  received  by  education  and  tradition, 
but  that  they  might  come  to  witnefs  the  wafhing  of 
regeneration,  and  the  being  renewed  thereby.  He 

*  Sewel,  Vol.  n,  page  439. 
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travelled  in  the  work  of  the  miniftry  in  this  nation, 

as  alfo  in  England,  and  fuffered  imprifonment  and  the 
fpoiling  of  his  goods,  for  the  truth's  fake.  He  retained, 
in  old  age,  his  zeal  for  God  and  love  to  the  brethren, 
which  he  manifefted  by  leaving  a  confiderable  part  of 
his  outward  fubftance  to  feveral  meetings  of  Friends 
In  this  nation,  and  alfo  to  Friends  in  Lancafhire. 

This  year  alfo  died,  that  eminent  and  faithful  fervant 
of  the  Lord,  John  Burnyeat,  who  was  born  in  (Cum- 
berland, and  was  brought  forth  early  in  the  day  of 
the  breaking  forth  of  God's  light  and  power  in  our 
age,  which  many  waited  for,  and  were  in  readinefs 
to  receive,  with  joy  and  gladnefs  of  heart ;  among 
whom  was  this  our  friend,  whofe  convincement  and 
fpiritual  exercife  thereupon,  as  he  hath  himfelf  de- 
fcribed  it  in  his  own  journal,  I  ihail  here  prefent  the 
reader  with  foniewhat  abridged,  but  his  ovm  worda 
retained,  viz. 

In  the  year  1653,  pleafed  the  Lord  to  fend  his 
faithful  fervant  George  Fox  and  others  into  the  North 
parts  of  England,  and  by  the  means  of  their  miniftry 
to  difcover  the  right  path  of  life  unto  thoufands  that 
were  in  error,  feeking  the  Lord,  but  not  knowing 
where  to  find  him,  although  he  was  not  far  from  us; 
namely^  by  directing  us  unto  the  true  light  and  appear- 
ance of  Chrift  Jefus  our  Saviour  in  our  own  hearts, 
that  we  might  come  to  know  him  and  the  glory  of 
the  Father,  through  him  in  his  appearance,  and  fo 
come  to  believe  in  him  with  the  heart,  and  with  the 
mouth  confefs  him  unto  falvation  ;  and  God  by  this 
the  light  of  his  bleffed  Son,  which  he  had  lighted 
me  wuhal,  let  me  fee  the  body  of  death  and  power 
of  fni  which  reigned  in  me,  and  brought  me  to  feel 
the  guilt  of  it  upon  my  confcience,  fo  that  he  made 
me  as  it  were  to  polTefs  the  fms  of  my  youth.  And 
now  all  that  I  had  builded  for  feveral  years ;  and  par- 
ticularly my  high  profcilion '  and  conceit  of  an  impu- 
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tativc  righteoufner?,  and  that  though  I  lived  in  the 
act  of  fm,  the  guilt  of  it  flioiild  not  be  charged  upon 
me,  but  imputed  to  Chriil,  and  his  righteoufncls 
imputed  to  me ;  was  now,  by  the  (liinings  of  the  dif- 
covering  light,  feen  to  be  but  a  Babel-tower  which 
God  brought  confuiion  upon  ;  a  prefumption  and  in- 
vention of  my  own;  or  but  like  Adam's  lig-leavcd 
apron,  in  which  he  could  not  abide  God's  coming. 
I  then  came  to  fee  that  the  guilt  of  fm  remained  while 
the  body  of  death  remained,  and  led  into  the  a6l  of 
fin  :  then  began  the  warfare  of  true  driving  to  enter 
the  kingdom ;  then  Paul's  ftate  was  feen,  wherein  to 
wiil  was  prefent,  but  to  do,  many  times  power  was 
wanting ;  then  confufion,  amazement,  horror,  and 
difbrefs  befet  me.  O  the  poverty  and  want  that  my 
foul  law  itfeif  in,  through  the  fpringings  of  the  dif- 
covering  light,  which  alfo  raanifeflied  the  exceeding 
fmfulnefs  of  fm,  and  the  load  and  burthen  of  it  became 
exceeding  grievous,  and  all  the  pleafure  of  it  was 
taken  aw^ay  from  me  and  many  more  in  that  day;  and 
then  we  began  to  mourn  for  a  Saviour,  and  cry  for 
a  helper  and  healer ;  for  the  day  of  the  Lord  that 
made  defolate  had  overtaken  us,  and  the  fire  and 
fword  that  Chrift  brings  upon  earth,  by  which  he 
takes  away  peace,  had  reached  unto  us.  We  often. 
alTembled  together,  as  the  Lord's  meffengers  had 
exhorted  us,  and  minded  the  light  of  Chrill  in  our 
hearts  and  vvhat  that  difcovered,  and  through  its 
aaiftance  warred  and  watched  againll:  the  evil  feen 
therein,  and  according  to  that  underflanding  received, 
w^aited  therein  upon  the  Lord,  to  fee  what  he  v/ould 
further  manifeft,  with  a  holy  refolution  to  obey  his 
will  fo  far  as  we  were  able,  v/hatfoever  it  coft  us. 
We  valued  not  the  world,  nor  any  glory  nor  pleafure 
therein,  in  ccmparifon  of  our  foul's  redem.ption  from 
that  horror  and  terror  we  were  in,  under  the  indig- 
nation of  the  Lord,  becaufe  of  the  guilt  of  fm  that 
was  upon  us ;  and  fo  being  given  up  to  bear  the  in- 
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dignation  of  the  Lord,  becaufe  we  had  finned,  wc 
endeavoured  to  wait  until  it  would  be  over,  and  the 
Lord  in  mercy  would  blot  out  the  guilt  which  occa- 
fioned  wrath,  and  fprinkle  our  hearts  from  an  evil 
confcience,  and  wafii  us  with  pure  water,  that  we 
might  draw  near  with  a  pure  heart,  in  the  full  afTu- 
ranee  of  fairh,  as  the  Chriftians  of  old  did  (Heb.  x.  22): 
and  waiting  in  the  way  of  the  Lord's  judgments,  we 
began  to  learn  righteoufnefs,  and  flrongly  to  defire  to 
walk  therein,  and  could  no  longer  be  fatisfied  with  a 
lalk  thereof.  And  when  we  were  in  our  deep  fears,  and 
our  minds  not  well  acquainted  with  either  right  driving 
out  of  felf,  in  the  light  and  feed  of  life  ihat  doth  prevail 
and  give  the  entrance,  or  true  waiting  or  {landing 
flill,  out  of  our  own  thoughts,  wilhngs  and  runnings 
which  do  not  obtain,  the  Lord  fent  his  fervants  who 
had  learned  of  him,  to  dire£l  us  in  what  to  wait,  and 
how  to  (land  fMU,  out  of  our  own  thoughts  and  felf- 
ilrivings,  in  the  light  that  did  difcover,  and  dwell  in 
the  judgment  that  vv;e  received  therein;  and  by  them 
our  underfiandings  v»'ere  informed,  and  we  got  to 
ibme  degree  of  ftayednefs  in  our  m.inds,  which  before 
had  been  as  the  troubled  fca ;  and  a  hope  began  to 
appear  in  us,  and  we  met  together  often,  and  waited 
to  fee  the  falvation  of  God  v/iiich  we  had  often  heard 
of,  that  he  would  work  by  his  own  power ;  and 
after  we  had  met  together  for  fome  time  as  we  had 
feafons  and  opportunities,- and  alfo  fought  the  Lord 
with  travailing  fpirits  both  night  and  day,  when  we 
were  at  our  callings  and  upon  our  beds,  being  in 
our  alTcmblies  exercifed  in  tlie  Hving  judgment  that 
fprung  in  the  hght  in  our  fouls,  and  looking  for  the 
falvation  of  God,  the  wonderful  power  from  on  high 
was  revealed  amongil  us,  and  many  hearts  reached 
therewidi,  and  melted  and  broken  ;  and.  great  dread 
and  tremblir^g  fell  upon  many,  and  ihe  very  chains  of 
cicath  were  broken  thereby,  and  the  prpmifes  or  the 
Lord  fjjoken-of  by  Ifaiali  the  prophet,  xlix.  9.  an^, 
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5:111.  7.  and  Ixi.  i,  2,  3.  were  fulfilled  unto  niany^ 
and  a  heavenly  gladncfs  entered  the  hearts  of  maoyj 
who  in  the  joy  of  their  hearts  broke  forth  ra  praiies 
unto  the  Lord.     1  he  fame  Comforter  our  bielTed 
Lord  had  prcmifed,  John  xiv.  being  now  ccme  and 
received,  did  teach  us  to  know  the  Father  and  the 
Son.     Then  were  our  hearts  inclined  to  hearken 
unto  the  Lord,  and  our  ears,  which  he  had  opened 
to  hear,  were  bent  to  hear  what  the  Spirit's  teaching 
was,  and  what  he  faid  unto  the  church,  who  was  the 
chief  fliepherd  and  bifliop  of  the  foul,  and  thus  were  \vc 
gathered  into  a  right  gofpel  exercife  and  goipel  v."or- 
fhip  ;  and  worfhipped  God-  who  is  a  Spirit,  in  the 
fpirit  received  from  him  according  to  ChriiVs  appoin:- 
ment,  John  iv.  24.  and  then  we  came  to  fee  over  all 
the  worfhips  in  the  world,  which  were  fet  up  either 
by  imitation  or  mean's  invention,  and  faw.it  to  be  ia 
vain  to  worfhip  God  and  teach  for  dcclrines  the  com- 
mandments of  men,  as  our  Lord  had  faid.  Mat,  xv.  9. 
and  therefore  we  were  conftrained  to  withdraw  from 
them,  and  alio  many  of  us  to  go  and  bear  VN"itneis 
againft  them  in  their  invented  and  traditional  worlhips, 
where  they  were  ignorant  of  the  life  and  power  of 
God ;  and  growing  into  experienee  of  the  gcodnefs 
of  the  Lord,  and  of  the  fweetnefs,  glory,  and  excel- 
lency of  his  power  in  our  aflemblies,  \ve  grew  in 
flrength  and  zeal  for  our  meetings  more  and  more 
and  valued  the  benefit  thereof  more  than  any  worldly 
gain :  and  thus  continuing,  we  grew  more  and  more 
into  an  underftanding  of  divine  things  and  heavenly 
myderies,  through  the  openings  of  the  power  that 
was  daily  amongll  us,  and  wrought  fwcetly  in  our 
hearts,  which  fiill  united  us  more  and  more  unto  God, 
and  knit  us  together  in  the  perfea  bond  of  love,  of 
fellovrihip  and  memberfnip;  fo  that  we  became  a  bodv- 
compa(ft,  made  up  of  many  members,  whereof  Chriil 
himfelf  becam^e  the  head,'  who  was  with  us  and  did 
rule  over  u?,  aad  fo  further  gave  gifts  umo  us,  by 
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which  we  came  to  be  enlarged  and  further  opened, 
that  we  might  anfwer  the  end  for  which  he  had  raifed 
us  up,  and  fo  far  blefled  and  fanclified  us  through 
his  word  that  dwelt  in  our  fouls ;  and  many  through 
the  favour  of  God  grew  in  their  gifts,  and  had  their 
mouths  opened,  and  became  inftriiments  in  the  Lord's 
hand  to  bear  witnefs  unto  the  world  of  the  day  of  the 
Lord  that  was  broken  forth  again,  even  of  the  great 
and  notable  day  that  Joel  prophefied  of,  and  Peter 
bore  witnefs  unto.' 

So  far  J.  Burnyeat  concerned  himfelf:  let  us  now 
hear  what  teftimony  the  brethren  have  given  of  him, 

'  He  was  (fay  they)  a  man  of  an  excellent  fpirit 
and  deep  experience  in  the  things  of  God  and  mjfle- 
ries  of  his  heavenly  kingdom,  which  Vvere  abundantly 
made  manifefl  unto  him,  and  it  Vv^as  his  delight  to  be 
meditating  therein,  whereby  his  experience  was  daily 
cncreafed  unto  the  lafl.  He  was  always  careful  to 
wait  for  the  motion  of  the  word,  and  to  keep  clofe 
to  it,  whereby  he  grew  in  his  gift.  He  was  an  early 
comer  to  meetings,  and  a  diligent  waiter  therein. 
Many  times  he  would  fit  a  pretty  while  in  filence 
(not  being  forward  to  f]3eak),  reverently  waiting  upon 
the  openings  of  the  heavenly  life  (like  the  good 
houfeholder  fpoken  of),  to  bring  forth  of  his  treafury 
things  both  new  and  old  ;  and  indeed  he  was  a  bleffed 
inftrument  in  the  hand  of  the  Lord  for  the  convince- 
ment  and  converfion  of  many.  He  was  deep  and  large 
in  his  gift,  adminiftering  fomething  that  was  fuitable 
to  every  (late  ;  in  judgment  found,  free  in  utterance, 
zealous  for  holinefs,  fevere  againft  unfound  and  di- 
viding  fpirits,  mod  tender  to  penitents  and  returning 
prodigals,  affectionate  to  the  brethren;  of  a  grave  and 
lleady  temper,  yet  fvveet ;  hardy  in  his  conftitution, 
unwearid  and  undaunted  in  mind;  a  fldlful  markf- 
man,  whofe  bow  abode  in  ftrength,  and  wlfdom  was 
given  him  to  direfl  hi^  arrows  to  the  very  mark 
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fo  that  the  fturdy  were  wounded,  the  meek  v/erc 
comforted,  and  the  tender  in  fpirit  refrefhed  ;  and 
yet,  although  he  was  thus  eminently  gifted,  he  would 
condefcend  to  the  weak  capacities  of  all,  to  reach  to 
the  good  in  all.  He  was  not  without  honour,  even 
in  his  own  country  ;  for  when  at  any  time  he  came  to 
Cumberland,  where  he  was  born  and  educated,  his 
neighbours  would  abundandy  flock  to  the  meeting  to 
hear  him  ;  yet  he  was  far  from  glorying  in  his  gift,  or 
defiring  to  be  popular,  but  would  rather  reftrain 
fuch  who  would  applaud  him,  having  felf  in  no  repu- 
tation. He  did  greatly  delight  to  read  the  holy 
fcriptures,  and  often  advifed  Friends,  efpecially  the 
youth,  to  read  them  and  other  books  treating  of  the 
true  principles  of  the  Chriftian  religion,  that  none 
might  be  ignorant  thereof.  He  was  of  a  grave  and 
becoming  behaviour ;  his  blamelefs  deportment  and 
converfation  preached  wherever  he  came.  He  would 
often  vifit  the  fick  and  thofe  that  were  in  diftrefs  or 
afflidlion,  as  well  the  poor  as  the  rich,  and  would 
freely  adminifter  of  his  outward  fubftance  to  thcfe 
that  ftood  in  need  of  it,  as  well  as  fpiritual  comfort 
and  refrefhment. 

He  fpent  his  time  chiefly,  if  not  altogether,  in 
the  Lord's  work  and  lervice,  vifiting  Friends  up  and 
■down  in  England,  Wales,  Scotland,  Barbadoes,  New- 
England,  Long  and  Rhode  Ifland,  New- York,  and 
New-Jerfey;  but  in  Ireland  in  a  more  peculiar 
manner,  both  at  his  firfl:  entrance  upon  his  miniftry, 
and  alfo  of  later  years :  for  he  married,  and  chiefly 
refided  in  Ireland  about  feven  years  before  his  de- 
.ceafe.  He  was  very  valiant  for  truth,  not  only  in 
preaching,  but  fufFering  for  it ;  and  at  firft,  he  with 
many  faithful  brethren,  underwent  many  dangers  and 
hardfliips,  Ireland  not  being  fully  inhabited,  fo  that 
he  was  many  times  expofed  to  great  dangers,  by 
waters,  cold,  hunger,  and  in  pri'fon  often,  befides 
other  great  abufes  he  received  for  his  teflimony's  fake. 
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The  like  may  be  faid  concerning  his  travels  in  New-* 
England,  with  the  iflands  and  wildernefs  places  where 
he  accompanied  G.  Fox,  and  was  wonderfully  pre- 
ferved  through  all  thofc  perils.  He  was  a  valiant  in 
Jfrael^  who  never  fiirunk  in  the  times  of  the  greateft 
trials,  fufferings,  and  florms  of  perfecution  j  and 
whereas  in  the  year  1688,  his  wife  being  deceafed, 
he  had  intended  to  have  returned  from  Ireland  to 
Cumberland,  the  wars  and  troubles  approaching, 
he  had  not  freedom  in  himfelf  to  go,  but  voluntarily, 
gave  himfelf  up  to  (lay  here  with  Friends  to  take  part 
of  what  fufferings  might  happen  ;  and  indeed  he  was 
a  bleffed  inflrumcnt  in  the  hand  of  the  Lord  for  the 
ftrengthening  and  comforting  of  his  people  in  thofe 
luffering  and  calamitous  times.  It  is  particularly  re^^ 
corded  of  him,  that  in  the  year  1690,  in  his  yifit  to 
Friends  meetings,  at  a  publick  province-meeting,  he 
dehvcred  the  following  rem.arkable  prophetick  warn-, 
ing,  viz.  ^'  It  is  now  a  time  of  great  trial  upon  you 
in  lofmg  w]iat  you  have  :  but  the  time  will  come  when 
you  will  be  as  greatly  tried  with  getting  wealth;" 
which  was  foon  afier  accompliflied. 

Befides  a  journal  of  his  life  he  alfo  pubHfhed  fome 
fmall  controverfial  pieces  annexed  thereunto,  con- 
cerning the  rcfurre(rtion^  imputative  righteoufnefs, 
perfe^ion,  tithes,  the  call  of  the  miniilry,  baptifm, 
the  fupper,  kc.  He  laid  down  his  head  in  peace 
with  God  and  love  to  his  people,  and  good-will  to  all 
mankind,  in  the  fifty-ninth  year  of  his  age,  and  was 
buried  at  New-Garden,  being  accompanied  by  many 
ancient  friends  and  others,  where  his  eminent  and 
faithful  fervices  were  comracmorated  by  WiUiara 
Edmundfon., 
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CHAPTER  III. 

Trom  the  end  of  the  troubles  under  King  'James  the 
Second^  to  the  pajjing  the  A5i  of  Parliament  for 
regijlering  the  meeting-houfes  of  Friends^  in  common 
with  thofe  of  other  dijfenters,  under  the  reign  of 
King  George  the  Fir  ft  ^  in  the  year  17 19.  Great 
plenty  fucceeding  the  late  times  of  devaftation  and 
fcarcity^  faithful   ivarnings  are  given   againji  the 
fpiritual  danger  thereon  attending.    The  eminent  zeal 
of  faithful  Friends  of  thofe  days  againfi  the  inordinate 
piirjuit  of  worldly  riches.    Their  zeal  and  prudence 
in  the  profecuticn  of  Chrijiian  difcipUne,    Some  pro- 
grefs  in  propagating  the  gofpel  in  the  province  of  Con- 
naught.     The  characters   of  divers  minifcrs  and 
elders^  deceafed. 

It  is  obfervable,  that  whereas  this  year,  1692,  there 
had  been  fome  application  made  to  the  parliament  in 
England,  in  order  that  the  folemn  declaration  of  the 
people  called  Quakers  might  be  accepted  in  ftead  of 
an  oath,  an  epiftle  of  caution  was  fent  in  behalf  of 
friends  of  this  nation  to  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings  in 
London,  defiring  that  only  the  form  of  Chrid's  own 
words.  Yea  and  Nay,  mi^^htbekept  to  if  poffible  ;  fo 
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that  nothing  might  be  accepted  of,  that  might  bring 
a  fnare  or  burthen  iTpon  any  tender  confcientious  per- 
fon  ;  and  recommending  patience,  and  to  wait  God's 
lime,  to  open  a  clear  and  free  way  for  his  true  and 
tender-hearted  people  to  affcrt  the  truth. 

Befides  other  minifliring  friends  who  vifited  thii, 
nation  this  year,  1693,  ^^^^  Thomas  Rudd,  who  tra- 
velled through  mofl  parts  of  the  nation,  not  only 
where  friends  were  fettled,  but  alfo  in  feveral  other 
parts;  and  he  preached  repentance  through  the  flreets, 
and  in  the  publick  places  of  mofl  towns  he  came  into, 
travelling  as  far  as  Galway  and  Sligo,  at  the  firfl  of 
which  places  he  was  imprifoned,  as  alfo  at  Cork. 

Now  after  the  troubles,  and  great  fpoil  and  fear- 
city  above  mentioned,  there  fuddenly  fucceeded  a 
time  of  great  plenty  after  a  wonderful  manner,  beyond 
what  could  be  expe£led  ;  and  ftock  and  trade  in- 
creafed  mightily,  and  the  time  of  getting  great  riches 
came  on,  as  the  time  of  great  lolTes  had  been  expe- 
rienced before,  and  many  too  eagerly  purfued  them  ; 
and  too  many  of  our  fociety  were  concerned  therein, 
which  has  proved  very  injurious  upon  feveral  accounts, 
and  efpecially  to  friends'  children ;  who  perceiving 
their  parents  fullnefs,  and  relying  thereupon,  grew 
conceited  and  finical  ;  many  of  them  giving  way 
to  idlenefs,  and  too  many  parents  indulging  them, 
as  alfo  gratifying  the  vain  mind  that  goes  after  the 
fafiiions  of  the  v/orld  ;  and  for  want  of  timely  care, 
fome  grew  fo  hardy  that  their  parents  could  not  deal 
with  them;  and  thefe  things  greatly  added  to  the 
exercifes  of  the  fmcere,  and  great  endeavours  were 
ufed  to  put  a  flop  to  this  eager  purfuit  after  the 
things  of  this  world,  in  fuch  a  day  of  great  eafe  as 
this  was,  fuddenly  fucceeding  the  many  fuflerings 
which  friends  had  formerly  undergone  :  and  as  this 
fpirit  of  eagernefs  predominated,  as  though  it  would 
choke  all  that  was  good,  like  the  tares,  and  bring  a 
damp  upon  thefenfeof  truth  in  the  hearts  of  friends, 
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and  fo  make  them  forget  the  eminent  care  and  pro- 
vidence  of  God  over  them,  in  giving  them  their  lives 
for  a  prey,  through  all  thofe  calamities ;  the  Lord  in 
his  mercy,  in  order  to  preferve  us,  and  prevent  this 
evil  dcfign  of  the  enemy,  raifed  up  by  his  Holy  Spirit 
a  fervent  zeal  and  courage  in  many  of  his  fcx'-vants,  to 
ftaiid  againft  this  infaiiabie  fpirit,  and  was  mouth  and 
wifdoin  to  them  ;  and  fo  from  men  and  women^s 
meetings  many  admonitions,  exhortations,  and  v^'arn- 
ings,  both  in  vord  and  writing,  were  fent  forth  to 
the  body  of  friends  lo  keep  clofe  to  the  truth,  and 
within  the  limits  thereof ;  and  the  Lord  wonderfully 
accompanied  friends  in  that  fervice,  with  his  power 
and  prefence,  to  great  fatisfa£lion  and  ccnnrmation, 
and  opened  to  them  many  ways  to  fliop  the  progrefs 
of  that  fpirit,  for  the  prefervation  of  one  another, 
which  wrought  to  good  eife6l. 

Ill  1694,  John  Baoks  vifited  this  nation  in  the 
work  of  the  minillry,  and  in  one  of  his  epidles  re- 
corded in  his  journal,  is  the  following  remark: 

'  The  Lord  hath  here  a  bleHed  zealous  people  for 
his  name  and  truth,  filled  with  love  to  his  fervants, 
largely  manifefted  to  us,  in  accompanying  us  from 
one  meeting  to  another,  from  ten  to  twenty  and 
above  in  company  at  one  time,  the  length  of  twenty- 
£ve  miles,  even  in  the  time  of  harveil  ;  and  three 
travelled  from  Dublin  with  us  above  one  hundred 
miles.' 

It  was  obferved  at  the  Third  month  national  meet- 
ing, in  1695,  ^'^^^  friend  was  a  prifoner 
through  the  nation^  friends  having  gained  a  pretty 
good  efteera  among  thofe  in  authoriij'. 

This  year,  1696,  the  government  of  England 
favoured  friends  there,  fofar  as  to  .prefcribe  for  them 
-a  declaration  to  be  made,  or  figned  by  them,  initead  of 
an  oath  ;  which  although  not  univerfaily  latisfaitory 
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to  friends  of  this  nation,  nor  to  many  of  the  brethren 
in  England,  by  reafon  of  the  facredname  of  the  Lord 
being  mentioned  therein,  this  dilTatisfa^lion  however 
never  proceeded  to  an  open  divifion  ;  but  the  fpirit 
of  true  Chriftian  charity  and  mutual  forbearance  to- 
wards one  another^  under  different  fentiments,  flionc 
forth,  particuhirly  in  the  yearly  meeting  of  London, 
and  a  happy  harmony  was  eftabliflied  among  friends 
cf  both  nations,  and  an  unanimous  refolution 
taken,  to  folicit  the  government,  when  Providence 
fhould  open  the  way,  for  the  granting  an  affirmation 
cafy  to  all ;  in  which  that  friends  of  this  nation  were 
not  inactive,  we  fhall  fee  hereafter,  particularly  in  tire 
years  171 1  and  1721. 

This  year  (1696)  died  Deborah  Sandham  of  Youg- 
hall,  wife  of  Robert  Sandham,  of  whom  account  hath 
been  given  before,  who  had  a  found  and  weighty 
tefiimony  for  God's  truth  :  flie  was  a  pattern  of 
righteoufuefs,  huniility  and  felf-denial.  She  furvived 
her  hufband  about  twenty  years,  and  carefully  trained 
up  her  children  in  the  fear  of  God,  watching  over 
them  and  her  fervants  in  love,  and  the  Lord  was 
pleafed  to  blefs  her  labour  and  care  therein.  She 
was  of  a  tender  fpirit,  not  hafty  to  cenfure  any 
hardly  ;  was  loth  to  hurt  the  good,  and  yet  would 
condemn  the  evil  ;  and  if  flie  heard  of  any  nigh  her 
profeiling  truth  that  had  done  amifs,  it  was  her  godly 
care  to  vifit  them  in  love,  and  admonifli  them  ;  fhe 
was  a  mother  in  the  church,  and  her  love  and  care 
over  God's  heritage  was  great ;  (he  departed  this 
natural  life  with  fweetnefs  and  comfort,  having  this 
teftimony  to  bear  on  her  death-bed,  that  truth  had 
been  her  chief  treafure. 

Among  otha:  friends  wlio  vifited  the  nation  this 
year  was  John  Gratton,  an  able  minifter  of  the  gofpel, 
who  in  his  journal  has  left  this  tefiimony  concerning 
the  friends  of  Ireland,  that  *  There  was  great  love, 
peace  and  concord  among  them,  and  good  order  and 
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government  in  a  careful  overfighr  of  the  flock,  that 
friends  be  careful  in  all  refpefts  to  keep  their  pro- 
felTion  without  blame,  and  particularly  that  none  run 
inordinately  after  the  Vvorld,  or  break  in  other  men^s 
debts.' 

In  1698,  we  have  alfo  a  remarkable  teflimony 
concerning  the  zeal  of  friends  of  this  nation,  in  pro- 
fecuting  a  ftrifl  and  clofe  difcipline,  from  the  men's 
meeting  of  Briitol,  in  an  epillle  of  theirs  to  the 
national  meeting  here,  in  thefe  words : 

'  Your  love  to  the  holy  crofs  of  our  Lord  Jefus, 
and  your  zeal  for  promoting  the  way  thereof,  by  a 
ftrifl  and  clofe  difcipline^  is  that  which  is  much 
wanted  in  many  places;  and  though  ignorant  and 
malicious  fpirits  may,  (as  they  have  done)  carp  at  it, 
and  cry  out  againil  it  as  an  impolition  on  confcience, 
God  Almighty  hath  blocked  up  their  way,  and  fpoiled 
the  fpoiler,  and  manifeded  their  folly  to  all,  the  ne- 
ceflity  of  a  holy  care  in  the  church  of  Chrift  more 
and  more  daily  appearing.' 

This  year  (1698)  William  Penn  among  others  vilited 
this  nation  ;  andfome  time  after  his  arrival,  John  Plyrap- 
ton,  a  certain  tenacious  Baptill  difputant,  publifhed  a 
paper,  intituled,  '  A  Quaker  no  Chnftian:'  to  which 
William  Penn  replied  under  the  title  of,  '  The  Quaker 
a  Chriflian;*  and  in  order  the  more  effe(Stually  to 
wipe  off  that  adverfary's  afperfions,  he  alfo  wrote 
and  difperfed  a  paper  intituled,  Gofpel-Triuhs  held 
by  the  people  called  Quakers,'  fubfcribed  by  himfelf, 
Thomas  Story,  Anthony  Sharp,  and  George  Rooke, 
at  Dublin  ;  which  may  be  feen  in  the  fecond  volume 
of  William  Penn's  Works,*  with  the  bifhop  of  Cork's 
exceptions  to  it,  and  William  Penn's  anfwer.  After 
this,  he  travelled  to  other  parts  of  this  nation  in  the 
work  of  the  miniilry,  to  the  edification  of  the 
^hurchcs ;  of  which,  becaufe  he  has  given  fome 

*  ♦  Ir.  t^Yo  Vols.  Fclio,  1726. 
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accouat,  in  an  epiftle  from  hence  to  the  yearly-, 
meeting  at  London,  figned  by  himfclf  and  his  two 
fellow-labourers,  as  likewife  a  remarkable  teftimony 
concerning  the  friends  of  Ireland:  here  follows  a 
copy  of  it  from  his  works,  viz. 

To  the  Yearly-Meeting  at  London. 

*  Dear  Friends  and  Brethren, 
*  It  is  not  the  lead  of  our  exercifes,  that  we  arc 
thus  far  outwardly  feparated  from  you,  at  this  time 
of  your  holy  and  bleffed  folemnity  ;  but  becaufe  we 
have  good  reafon  to  believe  it  is  in  the  will  of  God, 
we  humbly  fubmit  to  his  ordering  hand,  and  with 
open  arms  of  deep  and  tender  love,  embrace  you  our 
Jiving  and  loving  brethren,  w^ho  are  given  up  to  ferve 
the  Lord  in  your  generation,  and  that  have  long 
preferred  Jerufalem,  and  the  peace  and  profperity  of 
her  borders,  above  your  chiefeft  joy.  The  falutaiion 
of  our  endeared  brotherly  love  in  Chriil  Jefus  is  unto 
yoU;,  defiring  that- he  may  richly  appear  among  you 
in  power,  wifdom,  and  love,  to  guide  your  judgments 
and  influence  your  fpirits,  in  this  weighty  and  anni- 
verfary  alTembly  ;  that  fo  nothing  may  appear  or  have 
place  among  you,  but  what  fmgly  feeks  the  honour 
of  the  Lord,  the  exaltation  of  his  truth,  and  the 
peace  and  eftablifhment  of  his  heritage.  For  this, 
brethren,  you  and  we  know  has  been  the  aim,  end, 
and  practice  of  thofe  whom  the  Lord  hath  made 
willing  to  forfake  and  give  up  all  for  his  name's  fake  ; 
and  through  various  exercifes  and  tribulations,  yea 
in  the  way  of  the  daily  crofs,  and  through  the  fight 
and  baptifm  of  many  affli£lions,  to  have  their  conver- 
fation  and  fojourning  here  below  upon  the  earth,  in 
fear  and  love,  looking  for  their  reward  in  the 
heavens  that  fhall  never  pafs  away ;  who  have  nc/t 
been  lifted  up  by  good  reports,  nor  cafh  down  by 
evil  report,  from  their  love  to  the  Lord  and  his  pre- 
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cious  truth,  but  hold  on  their  way ;  whofe  hands 
being  dean  of  evil  things  towards  all  men,  have 
waxed  ftronger  and  ftronger  in  the  Lord,  Where- 
fore dear  brethren,  let  us  all  be  found  in  the  fame 
fleps,  and  walking  the  fame  way,  not  being  high- 
minded,  but  fearing  to  the  end,  that  we  may  ferve 
our  generation  in  diligence  and  faithfalnefs,  and  fo 
enter  into  the  reft  that  God  hath  referved  for  his  true 
travellers  and  labourers  in  his  vineyard. 

'  And  now,  dear  brethren,  know  that  the  Lord 
hath  brought  us  well  into  this  kingdom  of  Ireland, 
and  given  us  many  large  and  blelTcd  opportunities  in 
feveral  parts ;  meetings  being  crouded  by  people  of 
all  ranks  and  perfuafions,  efpecially  at  Dublin,  who, 
for  ought  we  have  heard,  have  given  the  truth  a 
good  report ;  and  indeed  the  Lord  has  mightily  ap- 
peared for  his  own  nam.e,  and  owned  us  with  a  more 
than  ordinary  prefcnce,  fui table  to  the  occafions,  and 
made  very  heavy  and  hard  things  eafy  to  us,  becaufe 
of  the  glory  of  his  power,  with  which  he  afhlled  us 
in  our  needful  times,  for  which  our  fouls  bow  before 
him,  and  blefs,  reverence  and  praifc  his  holy  and 
worthy  name.  So  that,  dear  brethren,  we  have 
good  tidings  to  give  you  of  truth's  profperity  at  large, 
and  more  efpecially  in  the  churches,  having  had  the 
comfort  of  the  general  meeting  of  this  nation,  con- 
fifting  of  many  weighty  brethren  and  fifters,  from  all 
parts,  thereof,  which  was  held  in  the  city  of  Dublin  in 
much  love,  peace  and  unity  for  feveral  days,  wherein 
we  had  occafion  to  obfcrve  their  commendable  care 
for  the  profperity  of  the  blelTcd  truth,  in  all  the 
branches  of  its  holy  tefliinony,  both  in  the  general 
and  in  the  particular,  improving  the  good  order  prac- 
tifed  among  the  churches  of  Chrift  in  our  nation. 

'  Indeed  their  fimpliciry,  gravity,  and  coolnefs,  in 
managing  their  church  affairs;  iheir  diligence  in 
meetings  both  for  woriliip  and  bulinefs ;  their  dif- 
patch  in  ending  diilerences,  and  expedients  to  prevent 
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them ;  but  efpecially  their  zeal  againft  covetoufnefs 
and  indifFerency  in  truth's  fervice,  and  exemplary 
care  to  difcourage  immoderate  concern  in  purfuit  of 
things  of  this  Hfe,  and  to  excite  friends  to  do  good 
with  what  they  have^  very  gready  comforted  u%  and 
in  the  fweet  and  bleffed  power  of  Chrifl:  Jefas  the 
meeting  ended,  and  friends  departed.  The  Lord 
grant  that  you  may  alfo  fee  of  the  travail  of  your 
fouls,  and  end  of  your  labour  and  fervice  of  love,  who 
feek  not  your  own  things,  but  the  things  of  Jefus 
Chrift  in  this  your  folemn  general  meeting. 

'  And,  dear  brethren,  we  muft  tell  you,  here  is 
room  enough  for  true  labourers  in  God's  vineyard, 
and  cannot  well  forbear  to  recommend  the  fervice  of 
truth  in  this  nation,  to  your  ferious  confideration,  if 
happily  the  Lord  may  put  it  into  the  hearts  of  any- 
faithful  and  weighty  brethren,  to  vifit  it  in  the  word 
of  eternal  life  ;  for  we  can  not  but  fay,  the  harvefl  ap- 
pears to  us  to  be  great,  and  the  labourers  in  comparifon 
but  a  few.  So  in  that  love  which  many  waters  can- 
not quench,  nor  diflance  wear  oat  of  our  remem- 
brances, and  in  which  we  defire  to  be  remembered  of 
you  to  the  Lord  of  our  houfehold,  we  dearly  and 
tenderly  falute  you,  and  remain 

^  Your  loving  and  faithful  brethren^ 

William  Penn. 
John  Everott. 
Thomas  Story. 

lambfiownc,  adof  the  Fourth  month,  1658^ 
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William  Penn  alfo  fent  the  following  epiftle  to 
friends  of  this  nation,  after  his  return  to  England. 

Briflol,  13th  cf  the  Eighth  Month,  1698, 
My  dear  Friends,  Breth  ren,  and  S  iflers  of  the  nation 
of  Ireland. 

*  Much  beloved  in  the  Lord,  and  often  remembered 
for  his  name's  fake  fmce  I  faw  your  faces,  and  though 
abfent  in  body,  yet  prefent  with  you  in  fpirit. 

'  Grace,  mercy,  and  peace,  from  God  our  Father, 
and  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrifl  be  increafed  amongfl  you  ; 
and  it  will  be  increafed,  my  dear  friends,  amongfl  you, 
as  you  increafe  in  your  faithfulnefs  to  that  blelTed 
teftimony  which  the  Lord  hath  given  you  to  bear  ; 
for  faithfulnefs  is  the  only  way  to  fruitfulnefs  fand 
where  any  are  flack  and  fhort  they  will  not  be  fruitful 
to  the  Lord) ,  wherefore,  my  dearly  beloved  in  the 
Lord,  keep  clofe  to  him,  and  in  his  blelfed  light 
walk,  where  you  have  a  right  judgment  of  yourfelves 
and  others,  and  may  fee  what  is  amifs  or  fhort_,  or 
contrary  to  the  truth,  and  your  call  and  flation  in  it  ; 
that  fo  every  one  of  you  knowing  your  memberfliip, 
and  place  in  the  body,  may,  while  you  have  a  day 
and  time,  anfwer  it  to  the  Lord  and  his  church  ;  for 
this  world,  my  dear  friends,  is  but  a  trial  and  pilgri- 
mage, in  order  to  another ;  for  this  is  not  the  place 
of  our  reft,  and  therefore  let  us  not  take  tip  our  reft 
in  fading  things,  but  let  the  Lord  be  our  reft,  who 
is  the  everlafting  fabbath  of  his  ranfomed  people.  O 
my  heart  is  overcome  in  the  fenfe  of  his  goodnefs  to 
us  all  every  way.  O  how  has  he  worked  for  us ! 
Should  we  not  then  work  for  him  while  we  have  day 
to  work,  and  lay  ourfelves  out  for  his  glqry,  which  is 
the  way  for  us  to  lay  up  treafure  in  heaven  for  our- 
felves ?  Wherefore,  my  dear  friends,  brethren,  and 
fifters,  be  you  encouraged  to  double  your  diligence 
for  the  Lord,  his  truth  and  church,  and  let  the  concern 
pfits  profperiry  come  more  and  more  upon  you,  ia 
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your  refpe^tive  places  of  abode,  that  you  may  fhinc 
as  lights  and  heavenly  examples  amongft  your  neigh- 
bours and  country  folk,  yea  to  the  poor  dark  nntives ; 
that  it  may  appear  to  all  that  you  have  been  with  Jefus, 
and  that  Jefus  is  with  you ;  for  though  it  be  a  time 
•  of  peace  with  you,  1  tell  you,  brethren,  it  is  a  time 
of  great  trial  ;  your  enemy  is  the  fame,  though  his 
temptations  are  not,  and  thereby  he  hopes  to  get 
ground  upon  you,  having  traosformed  his  appearance ; 
but  my  foul  prayeth  to  the  Lord,  that  you  may  not 
be  moved  from  your  fled  fail  nefs  by  the  enjoyment  of 
thofe  things,  the  iofs  of  which  could  not  fliake  you. 
Now  is  the  lime  to  grovv^  llrong  in  the  Lord,  and  lay 
tip  (tore  for  a  cold  winter  day,  which  the  Lord  may 
yet  fujier  to  come  for  the  trial  of  his  people,  and 
pnnifliment  of  evil  doers.  O,  I  feel  my  heart  engaged 
and  tenderly  drawn  forth  to  you,  "  riefli  of  my  fiefh, 
and  bone  of  my  bone,'*  in  the  eternal  kindred,  where 
1  embrace  yon  in  ilie  arms  of  love  that  is  without 
diffimulaticn,  that  love  which  knows  no  guile,  which 
many  waters  cannot  quench,  nor  time  or  diftance  wear 
out  cf  my  remembrance ;  for  it  has  an  everlafting 
fpring.  In  this  I  falute  you  altogether,  I  hope  in 
your  national  m.eeting,  however,  it  is  to  the  family  of 
God,  wherever  fcattered  over  that  country  ;  and  the 
Lord  refide  among  you,  and  open  his  fecrcts  to  you,, 
and  make  you  learned  in  all  the  learning  of  the  Ifrael- 
ites  indeed,  the  redeemed  of  God,  whi^h  is  wifdom 
in  a  mydery  that  the  world's  wifdom  cannot  reach  ^ 
fo  will  you  be  truly  comely  and  edifying  to  the  body 
both  of  elder  and  younger,  faihers  and  children,  all 
in  the  line  of  light,  life,  and  love,  fvveetly  leading  and 
follov/ing  each  other,  being  fadened  together  by  the 
cords  of  charity  which  keeps  the  unity  of  the  Spirit 
in  the  bond  of  peace,  where  the  Lord  preferve 
you  all. 

'  Things  here,  and  herea\vay,  are  pretty  well 
(bkffed  be  the  Lord),  and  go  forward:  they  rejoice 
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in  the  good  account  I  gave  them  of  your  love,  zeal, 
and  care  (for  it  is  pleafant  to  the  Lord's  pecTple  to 
hear  well  one  of  another).  I  find  and  feel  a  dark  and 
envious  fpirit  fecretly  gathering  all  its  ftrength  together 
to  encompafs  the  holy  city,  both  Gog  and  Magog ; 
but  from  heaven  will  deliverance  come  to  all  the 
heavenly  minded  in  the  Lord's  lime;  and  till  then, 
and  ever,  his  blefled  will  be  done.  I  could  fay  no 
more,  but  a  word  to  the  wife  may  fuffice ;  fo  my 
dearly  beloved  in  the  Lord,  I  t'>:ke  my  leave  of  you, 
and  bid  you  farewell,  remaining 

*  Your  faithful  friend  and  brother, 

*  in  the  fellowiliip  of  the  blefTed  truth, 
'  William  Penn." 
Many  friends  of  the  minidry  from  abroad,  vifited 
this  nation  this  year  1699;  among  whom  was  Mary 
Mitchel,  who  went  into  fundry  public  places  of  wor- 
Ihip,  and  preached  repentance  in  the  (Ireets  of  feveral 
towns,  calling  upon  the  people  to  fear  the  Lord,  and 
turn  from  the  evil  of  their  v/ciys,  and  declaring  that  if 
they  did  not,  the  Lord  would  vifu  them  with  his  judg- 
ments; particularly  in  the  ftreets  of  Drogheda,  where 
the  mayor  of  the  place  committed  her  to  prifon,  but 
fhe  was  foon  enlarged. 

A  general  provincial  vifit  was  performed  this  year  ; 
i.  e.  a  vifit  to  every  particular  monthly  meeting  in 
each  province,  in  order  to  enquire  into  the  (late  of 
each  meeting,  and  fee  how  the  wholefome  admonitions 
and  exhortations  given  forth  had  been  put  in  practice; 
and  an  account  was  returned  to  the  national  meeting, 
of  the  great  f:itisfa<rtion  and  comfort  that  attended  thofe 
concerned  in  this  fervice,  the  Lord^s  good  prefence 
attending  them  ;  and  a  condefcenfion  appearing  in 
thofe  that  were  vifited,  with  regard  to  the  advice 
given  them. ;  and  particularly  friends  of  Leinfler 
province  gave  an  account,  that  many  had  lelTened  their 
outward  concerns,  and  denied  themfelves  of  the  offers 
Qi  confiderable  gala  and  profit,  in  order  to  anfwer 
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truth's  requirings,  and  friends*  labour  of  love ;  and 
that  fame  who  had  large  holdings  had  accommodated 
others  that  wanted  fmall  trafls  of  land,  and  fomc 
offered  to  do  more  on  that  account. 

Agreeable  hereunto,  was  the  publication  of  an 
epiflle  from  the  province  of  Leinfter  this  year  (1699) 
"which  was  difperfed  and  recommendtd  to  the  obfer- 
vation  of  friends ;  an  epiflle  fhewing  the  fpirit  and 
difpofition  of  the  faithful  elders  in  tbofe  days,  and  the 
juft  conceptions  they  had  of  Chriftian  fimplicity,  mode- 
ration, and  felf-denial ;  not  confining  it  to  certain 
fuperfiuities  in  habit  and  fpeech,  as  fome  have  igno- 
rantly  or  malicioufly  furmifed,  but  confidering  it  in  its 
due  latitude  and  extent,  being  truly  fenfible  that  the 
cares  of  this  life,  and  the  deceitfulnefs  of  riches,  was 
as  dangerous  a  fnare  to  the  old,  as  airinefs  in  de- 
portment and  the  love  of  other  pleafures  are  to  the 
young ;  or  that  the  good  feed  was  as  efie61:ually 
hindered  from  bringing  forth  fruit  in  the  thorny,  as 
it  was  in  the  highway  and  flony  ground  in  the  parable: 
with  me  it  is  alio  a  (landing  evidence  of  the  true  fpiri- 
lual  wifdom  and  forefight  of  thefe  men,  with  regard 
to  the  pernicious  efFe£l:s  of  the  unbounded  love  and  pur- 
fuit  of  worldly  riches,  on  the  welfare  of  our  Chriftiaii 
fo.ciety,  the  truth  of  which  has  been  abundantly  con- 
firmed by  the  experince  of  fucceeding  times. 

The  epiftle  is  here  annexed,  whereof  two  thoufand 
were  printed  for  publick  fervice. 

An  Epiille  to  friends,  given  forth  from  Leinfter  pror 
vince  meeting,  in  Ireland,  held  at  Caftledermot 
the  9th,  icth,  and  i  ith  days  of  the  Seventh  month, 
1698. 

Love  not  the  world,  neither  the  things  that  are  in 
the  world:  If  any  man  love  the  world,  the  love  of 
|he  Father  is  not  in  him/'  i  John,  chap,  i^  1$* 
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THE  PREFACE. 

*  Dear  friends, 

*  The  following  epiftle  is  recommended  to  be  read 
in  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  in  which  I  doubt  not  but  you 
will  have  a  fenfe  of  the  godly  care  and  concern  which 
the  Lord  hath  railed  in  the  minds  of  fome  of  his  faith- 
ful elders,  for  the  good  and  prefervation  of  his  heiitagc. 
But  if  there  be  any  amongil  curfelves  or  others,  not 
acquainted  with  our  Chriftian  difcipline,  vrho,  for  want 
of  truly  feeing  the  great  danger  and  hurt  that  hath 
attended  the  profefTors  of  Chriilianity,  by  unbounded 
defines,  and  purfuit  after  the  things  of  this  world, 
lhall  cenfure  our  Chriftian  care;  as  if  we  went  about 
to  exercife  lordfhip  over  one  anocher,  or  would  hinder 
and  limit  fuch  induftrious  and  capable  perfons,  vrho 
in  the  fear  of  God,  and  in  moderation,  do  improve 
the  creation  in  general,  or  their  own  worldly  talents 
in  particular,  which  God  has  been  pieafed  to  givs 
them  ;  I  fay,  if  any  fhall  thus  judge  of  our  godly  care 
and  endeavours,  let  all  fuch  know  they  aremidaken, 
and  that  no  fuch  thing  is  intended. 

*  But  as  a  people  whom  the  Lord  hath  made  fenfible 
of  the  many  fnares  that  do  attend,  and  the  lofs  fome 
have  fuftained,  by  the  infatiable  deiire  and  too  eager 
purfuit  after  the  lawful  things  of  this  world,  a  concern 
came  upon  us,  that  if  poilible,  we  might  ail  come  to 
be  limited  with  the  bounds  of  truth  that  leads  to  mode- 
ration and  content,  and  to  depend  more  upon  that 
providential  hand  of  the  Lord,  that  will  afford  us 
what  we  ftand  in  need  of,  than  in  an  inordinate  defire 
to  purfiie  after  the  gain  of  this  world's  goods. 

'  And  now,  dear  friends  and  brethren,  this  brotherly 
caution  arifes  in  m.y  heart  for  you,  who  were  eye-wit- 
neifes  and  partakers  of  that  wonderful  and  eminent 
bowing  power  and  prefence  of  the  Lord  God,  that  ap- 
peared amiongil  us  at  that  meeting,  that  none  who  were 
^virnelTes  of  the  povrer  of  the  Lord  at  that  time,  and 
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thereby  brought  into  a  lively  fenfe  and  fight  of  the 
great  danger  attending  that  mind  which  would  be 
going  after  covctoufn^is,  may  in  the  lead  give  way 
thereto,  or  enter  into  reafoning  and  confulting  with 
fiefh  and  blood,  by  which  you  will  lofe  the  fenfe  you 
then  had  of  that  fpirit,  and  be  in  danger  of  becoming 
monuments  of  God's  difpleafure.  But  on  the  con- 
trary, keep  to  the  guidance  and  direction  of  God's 
Spirit  in  yourfelves,  which  will  limit  your  defires 
(to  the  lawful  things  of  this  world)  within  the  bounds 
of  truth :  which  is  the  earneff  deHre  of  one  that  defires 
the  good  and  prefervation  of  all,  in  that  which  will 
tend  to  the  glory  of  God,  and  bring  everiafling 
comfort  in  tHe  end. 

*  Thomas  Trafford.' 

To  all  our  dear  friends  and  brethren  in  this  natioh  of 
Ireland,  and  elfewhere. 

'  The  falutation  of  our  dear  love  in  the  Lord  Jefus 
Chrift,  in  tender  bowels,  flows  forth  to  the  whole 
heritage  of  God,  with  fervent  defires  that  all  may 
walk  worthy  of  his  great  love  and  fatherly  kindnefs^ 
who  hath  bleffed  us  in  turning  us  from  our  iniquities, 
and  brought  us  to  the  knowledge  of  himfelf,  by  the 
bleffcd  light  of  his  dear  Son  fljining  in  our  hearts, 
and  by  the  evidence  of  his  Holy  Spirit  confirmed  our 
faith  in  the  unfpeakable  benefit  we  have,  both  in  his 
firft  and  fecond  coming  for  to  fuffer  for  us,  in  that 
prepared  body,  and  now  in  Spirit  and  glorious  power 
of  the  Father,  to  perfect  our  redemption  and  falvation, 
and  to  reconcile  us  unto  himfelf,  by  wafhing  us  with 
the  water  of  regeneration,  and  fprinkling  us  with  the 
blood  of  his  covenant,  and  under  his  daily  crofs, 
which  crucifies  us  to  the  world,  and  renews  his 
heavenly  image  in  us,  and  hath  preferved  us  in  all 
exercifes  of  troubles,  temptations,  and  perils  of  all 
forts,  inward  and  outward,  and  fed  us  plentifully  with 
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the  wlioleforne  and  found  doctrine  of  his  heavenly- 
kingdom,  and  watered  us  abundantly  from  time  to 
time,  with  the  diRillations  of  the  fliowers  thereof, 
flowing  from  the  clouds  that  he  hath  prepared  and 
f.lled  with  his  Holy  Spirit,  to  replenifh  his  hufbandry 
and  vineyard  with  the  m.yfteries  of  faith  and  godlinefs, 
as  the  former  rain  in  its  feafon,  and  the  latter 
rain  in  its  feafon  ;  and  clothed  us  with  religious 
difcipiine  and  gofpel  order,  that  no  nakednefs  may  be 
amongfh  us,  but  every  member  of  this  body  which 
Chrift  is  the  head  of,  may  be  covered  with  his  righ- 
teoufnefs  in  words  and  a^^ions,  following  him  (in 
the  daily  crofs  and  felf  denial  by  faith  in  him)  as 
lights  in  the  world  to  the  praife,  and  glory  of  God. 
And  In  order  to  carry  on  and  perfe<5]:  this  good  work 
for  our  citablifhment  and  his  honour,  he  hath  ralfed 
and  fettled,  and  is  raifmg,  inftruments  according  to  his 
bleffed  promife,  that  he  would  give  to  his  people 
judges  as  at  the  firfl:,  and  counfeliors  as  at  the  begin- 
ning :  men  fearing  God  and  hating  covetoulhefs^ 
gifting  them  for  this  great  work  with  his  Holy  Spirit 
of  counfel,  with  a  found  mind  and  undenlanding, 
and  a  concern  for  his  honour,  and  profperity  of  his 
bleffed  truth  araongil  men,  the  enlargement  and  ex- 
alting of  the  government  and  kingdom  of  Chrifl:  with 
all  godly  diligence,  according  to  the  ability  and  gift 
of  his  Holy  Spirit,  given  to  them  for  this  work  and 
fervice  for  the  Lord  and  his  people,  as  help-meets  in 
government,  and  overfeers  and  door-keepers  of  the 
flock  and  church  of  Chrifi:,  walking  before  them  as 
good  examples  in  feif-dcni?l,  not  only  to  the  unlawful 
things  of  the  world,  but  to  the  lawful  things ;  the 
Lord  bounding  them  in  their  getting,  and  ordering 
them  in  their  management,  and  difpofing  thereof, 
that  the  flock  may  follow  by  their  footileps,  as  they 
thus  follov/  Chrirt. 

'  And,  dear  friends,  you  of  tliis  nation  knovr,  that 
for  feveral  year;^  pad  there  hath  been,  and  yet  re- 
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mains  a  godly  care  on  the  fpirits  of  fuch  whom  the 
Lord  hath  thus  raifed  and  concerned  as  overfeers, 
that  all  things  might  be  well  in  the  church  of  Chrifl, 
and  that  he  may  prefent  it  to  the  Father  as  a  chafte 
virgin,  without  blemifli ;  and  on  this  account  much 
labour  of  love  hath  been  beflowed  at  opportunities  and 
feafons^  which  the  Lord  hath  put  into  our  hands, 
and  have  been  fiiridlified  to  us,  the  Lord  owning  his 
work  and  us  in  it,  and  honouring  our  affemblies  in 
this  fervice  with  his  powerful^  glorious  prefence,  to 
the  overcoming  of  our  hearts  with  comfort  and  fatis- 
faftion,  openinf^-  our  underflandings  by  the  enlarge- 
ment of  his  Holy  Spirit,  in  many  things  abfolutely 
needful  to  be  put  in  practice,  for  the  prefervation  of 
his  people  out  of  the  fnares  of  the  enemy  of  mankind, 
which  he  lays  in  the  world,  and  baits  them  with  the 
things  ef  this  \vorld.  And  God  hath  wonderfully 
owned  and  blelTed  our  labours,  to  our  great  comfort 
and  encouragement,  and  the  great  benefit  and  fatis- 
fa<^ion  of  many,  who  give  rhanks  and  praifes  to  the 
Lord  for  the  benefit  received,  on  many  accounts, 
through  thofe  clofe  concerns  and  labours  of  love  for 
the  good  of  one  another,  as  faviours  on  Mount  Sion. 

'  And  now  that  which  remains,  and  chiefly  is 
before  us  in  this  fervice,  is  to  warn  and  admonifli  the 
church  of  ChriO:,  to  beware  of  the  fnares  of  that  un- 
wearied enemy,  which  he  lays  in  fccrct,  and  baits 
with  the  lawful  things  of  this  world,  in  this  time  of 
cafe  and  great  liberty;  for  his  baits  are  fuitable  to 
the  times  and  feafons,  to  anfwer  the  inclination  of 
people's  minds,  that  go  from  things  that  are  above, 
after  the  things  that  are  below;  and  it  is  eafy  to 
underftand  the  generality  of  people  are  taken  in  his 
fnares,  and  carried  av/ay  after  riches,  preferment, 
honour,  greatnefs,  and  vain-glory  in  the  things  of 
this  world,  that  are  uncertain,  and  foon  come  to  an 
end:  and  he  is  driving  to  break  in  upon  the  people 
of  our  fociety,  whom  the  Lord  hath  called  by  his 
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grace  out  of  the  world,  to  obey  and  follow  him  In 
all  things,  as  lights  in  the  world  to  his  honour.  And 
this  enenmy  of  all  righteoufnefs  hath  prevailed  on 
many,  that  are  not  fo  careful  and  watchful  in  the 
light  of  Chrifl:  as  they  ought  to  be  ;  and  others  fol- 
lov/ing  their  examples  to  get  riches,  and  be  big  in  the 
world,  invade  other  mens  properties,  and  fail  in  their 
purpofes,  fo  facrifice  religion  and  their  own  credit, 
to  their  greedy  defire  aftji-  gain,  and  give  occafion 
for  men  to  brand  us  with  the  chara£ler  of  covetouf- 
nefs,  which  caufes  the  truth  profelTed  by  us,  to  bs 
evil  fpoken  of,  flumbles  the  minds  of  fome  that  other- 
wife  might  join  with  us,  and  hinders  the  Lord's  work 
of  reformation  on  many  accounts,  and  grieves  his 
good  fpirit,  and  wounds  the  hearts  of  hh  faithful 
lervants,  that  are  given  up  in  heart,  mind,  body,  and 
fubflance,  that  the  Lord  may  limit,  bound,  order  and 
difpofe  of  them  and  all  they  have,  and  hold  as 
ftewards  under  him,  that  hath  all  power  in  heaven 
and  earth,  with  all  due  reverence,  fubje6lion,  and 
obedience,  where  our  prefervation  is  from  the  in- 
roads the  enemy  makes  to  hinder  the  progrefs  of  the 
Lord's  people,  and  to»  make  them  unfruitful  to  the 
Lord  as  his  vineyards,  in  heavenly  and  fpiritual 
things ;  but  inftead  thereof  to  brTng  forth  wild  grapes, 
briars,  thorns,  thiflles  and  tares,  the  fruits  of  the 
mind,  heart,  fpirit,  and  affections  that  go  in  their  own 
wills  into  earthly  things,  beyond  the  bounds  and 
limits  of  the  Lord's  everlafting  truth,  which  is  great 
provocation  for  the  Lord  to  carfe  the  ground,  and  to 
lay  his  vineyard  wafte,  which  he  hath  beftowed  great 
labour  upon,  that  it  might  bring  forth  good  fruit,  to 
the  praife,  honour,  and  glory  of  his  great  name. 

'  Now  under  a  due  confideration  of  the  great 
injury  and  damage  the  church  of  Chrift  hath  and 
doth  fuftain  in  our  day,  by  this  floating  fpirit  that 
leads  into  the  lawful  things  of  the  world,  beyond  the 
bounds  of  truth,  and  beyond  the  ufe  for  which  they 
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were  created  and  given  of  God,  a  great  concern  came 
upon  feveral  of  us  in  a  fpiritual  travail,  for  the  honour 
of  God  and  the  prefei  vation  of  his  people,  the  come- 
linefs,  beauty  and  credit  of  the  unfpotted  religion 
profeffed  by  us  ;  and  under  this  godly  care  and  con- 
cern the  Spirit  and  power  of  the  Lord  mightily  ap- 
pearing with  u^,  and  in  us,  in  which  the  tediniony  of 
the  Lord  jefus  rofe  in  many,  as  a  fhindard  lifted  up 
•againfl  the  invafions  of  an  enemy,  and  great  labours 
and  endeavours  were  ufed  to  (lop  this  unfatiable 
ipirit  that  is  fo  eager  after  earthly  things,  and  yet 
not  willing  to  be  called  by  the  name  of  covetoufnefs, 
and  to  bring  it  within  the  bounds  and  limits  of  truth. 
This  religious  concern  being  praflifed  from  time  to 
time  for  feveral  years,  at  fuch  opportunities  as  the 
Lord  put  into  our  hands  to  be  concerned  in  church 
affairs,  that  nothing  might  get  in  or  grow  which  God 
hath  not  fowed  nor  planted,  but  be  plucked  up  and 
rooted  out  in  due  time  ;  that  the  Lord's  plant  and 
good  feed  that  he  hath  planted  and  fowed,  might 
grow,  fiourifli,  and  bring  forth  good  fruits  in  due 
feafon,  to  the  honour  and  glory  of  the  great  Huf- 
band  man,  that  the  cares  of  this  world  and  covetouf- 
nefs  of  riches  might  not  choke  it. 

'  Now  we  being  at  our  province  meeting,  before- 
mentioned,  and  a  great  appearance  of  fi  lends,  both 
men  and  women,  and  the  mighty  power  of  the  Lord 
amongil  us;  under  a  weighty  fenfe  thereof  the 
affairs  of  the  church  were  managed  in  great  unity, 
peace  and  concord  :  and  under  this  heavenly  canopy 
of  the  Lord's  ai^cient  goodnefs,  a  weighty  concern 
came  upon  our  fpirits,  as  at  other  times  on  the  like 
occafion,  concerning  the  bounds  and  limits  of  getting, 
and  the  right  ufmg,  the  lawful  things  of  this  world  ; 
and  how  far  friends  might  fafely  go  into  them  :  and 
much  time  being  fpent  in  church  affairs  to  good  pur- 
pofe  and  fatisfadion,  the  meeting  adjourned  till  the 
next  day ;  and  after  the  meeting  for  the  worfhip  of 
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God  was  over,  then  men  friends,  and  ancient  con- 
cerned v/omen,  met  to  confider  of  this  vveighty 
matter  ;  and  accordingly  Friends  met  and  fat  down 
in  great  filence,  retired  to  the  Lord  for  his  aid  and 
counfel,  and  the  Lord  was  pleafed  to  appear,  and  his 
power  was  great  through  his  Spirit  to  our  comfort ; 
and  many  hearts  were  m»ehed  before  him,  becaufe  of 
the  weight  of  his  goodnefs,  which  bowed  all  l]3irits  ; 
and  many  heavenly  things  were  opened  in  the  telfi- 
mony  o!  Jefus,  concerning  the  bounds  and  right  ufs 
of  the  lawful  things  of  this  world,  and  in  the  demon- 
ftration  of  the  fpirit  and  power  of  Chrilf  then  abound- 
ing amongfl:  us,  and  governing  our  aiTembly,  and 
guiding  our  hearts  and  underllandings,  unanimoufly 
it  was  agreed  and  adjudged,  that  a  competency  of 
the  lawful  things  of  this  world  is  fufRcient  for  every 
one,  and  is  the  right  bounds,  with  a  due  confideration 
of  every  one's  charge,  flation,  place  and  fervice. 
And  that  mind  which  will  not  be  content  with 
this,  bears  the  character  of  covetoufnefs,  and  renders 
fuch  unfit  to  rule  in  the  church  of  Chrifl ;  and  there 
was  an  unanimous  confent,  one  by  one,  to  oiier  up 
ourfelves  to  the  judgment  of  the  province  meeting,  or 
other  approved  elders,  as  the  province  meeting  fhall 
think  fit  ;  if  in  any  thing  we  do  exceed  thofe  bounds, 
that  Truth  (i.e.  Chrifl)  may  bound  us  that  hath  all 
power  in  heaven  and  earth  :  and  in  a  fubje<5lion  one 
to  another  in  our  poflefiions,  holdings,  callings, 
trading,  and  dealing  amongfl  men,  not  to  be  our  own 
judges,  or  Vv^alk  in  the  light  of  our  own  eyes,  con- 
fidering  the  wife  man's  faying.  That  every  man's 
caufe  is  good  in  his  own  eyes;  but  his  neighbour 
finds  him  out,  and  in  the  multitude  of  counfel  is 
fafcty.  Not  that  we  intend  to  deprive  any  of  the 
moderate  and  lawful  ufe  of  the  things  of  this  world, 
or  to  take  from  any  man  his  pofTefTions,  or  to  invade 
and  take  away  property,  but  to  bring  all  things  into 
right  bounds,  and  ^et  them  in  their  right  places,  that 
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ih  none  may  be  guilty  of  the  great  fin  of  abufmg  the 
Lord's  mercies,  but  might  ufe  and  enjoy  them  to  his 
honour ;  that  in  fo  doing  they  may  have  his  peace 
and  blcfilng,  which  indeed  is  the  true  comfort  of  all 
enjoyments.  Thus  fhall  we  give  evident  teflimony  to 
the  world  by  our  moderation,  even  in  the  lawful 
things,  that  we  are  true  followers  of  the  Lord  Jefus 
Chriil,  in  a  felf-denying  life.  And  thus,  as  help- 
meets together  in  the  Lord  Jefus,  we  may  be  as 
Saviours  on  mount  Sion,  building  up  one  another  in 
our  mofi:  precious  faith,  and  in  our  heavenly  polTef- 
fion  in  Chrifl:  Jefus,  over  the  greedy  gain,  greatnefs, 
and  vain-glory  of  the  world,  and  perifliing,  fading 
things  thereof,  that  foon  come  to  an  end;  and  here 
the  rich  man  will  not  glory  in  his  riches,  but  fee  the 
danger  of  themi,  and  not  lay  hold  of  opportunities  to 
heap  up  more,  to  make  himfelf  and  porterity  great  in 
the  world  ;  but  rather  endeavour  to  lefTen^that  with 
more  eafe  and  cheer fulnefs  lie  may  ferve  God  and  his 
generation  with  what  he  hath,  with  all  his  might, 
being  glad  of  every  opportunity  that  prefents,  that 
he  muiy  do  good,  and  be  rich  in  g(X)d  works,  con- 
fidering  he  is  a  fteward,  and  his  time  uncertain  in 
what  he  enjoys,  and  that  he  muft  be  accountable  to 
the  Lord  of  all,  for  all  things  he  poffeiresamder  him  ; 
and,  under  the  like  confideration,  the  mean  man  will 
be  glad  that  he  is  free  from  many  temptations  and 
fnares,  that  the  rich  in  this  world  are  liable  to  fall 
into,  and  pierce  themfclves  with  many  forrows  and 
hurtful  lufts,  and  bkfs  the  Lord  for  what  he  enjoys, 
not  wanting  food  and  raiment,  with  which  he  is  well 
content  and  eafy  in  his  mind,  that  is  towards  the 
Lord,  and  feeks  not  from  place  to  place,  and  from 
one  country  to  another,  in  a  covetous  mind  to  heap 
up  riches,  but  looks  to  the  Lord  with  an  eye  of 
faith,  to  receive  counfel  from  him  in  his  undertakings, 
and  dare  not  go  beyond  his  limits,  nor  without  his 
countenance  ;  and  all  murmuring,  repining  and  unbe- 
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lief  is  kept  out  of  the  camp.  And  there  will  be  no 
craving  fpirits  where  the  Lord  rules,  but  all  in  their 
flations,  according  to  their  ability  and  gifts,  endea- 
vour to  ferve  the  Lord  with  all  their  might  and  fub- 
ftance,  in  their  places  where  the  lord  hath  raifed 
them,  or  ordered  them,  and  may  be  fcrviceable; 
^  fliaking  themfelves  from  the  duftof  the  earth,  putting 
on  their  beautiful  garments  of  the  Lord's  government, 
and  fhining  under  the  difcipline  thereof,  rifing  over 
the  earth  and  earthly  things  in  the  life  and  power  of 
Chrift,  as  lights  in  the  world  in  this  glorious  day  of 
the  Lord,  wherein  he  is  ftaining  the  glory  of  the 
lawful  things  of  this  world,  and  the  goodiinefs  thereof, 
by  the  brightnefs  of  his  coming  in  the  glory  of  his 
Father's  kingdom ;  and  is  whipping  buyers  and 
fellers  out  of  the  temple,  that  it  may  be  a  houfe  for 
the  fervice  of  God,  which  holinefs  becometh  ;  that 
he  may  walk,  fup,  and  make  his  abode,  and  the 
oftering  of  his  people  may  be  acceptable  to  him, 
when  he  hath  purged  avv^ay  all  this  drofs,  tin,  and 
reprobate  filver. 

'  Our  hearts  are  deeply  afFe^led  with  the  care  and 
kindnefs  of  the  Lord,  for  our  prefervation  from  the 
fnares  of  the  enemy,  which  he  lays  for  us  in  the  law- 
ful things  of  this  world,  far  more  dangerous,  and  we 
more  liable  to  be  taken  in  them  in  this  time  of  preat 
eafe  and  liberty,  than  in  the  time  of  perfecution  and 
fufferings,  to  be  frighted  from  our  ftedfallnefs  in  our 
faith  and  principles. 

'  And,  dear  friends,  we  may  well  underftand  that 
as  to  our  Society,  felf-denial .  (lands  moftly  in  the 
lawful  things,  hoping,  by  this  time  of  this  glorious 
day,  you  have  overcome  the  bafe  and  unlawful  things, 
and  your  hearts  and  minds  are  cleanfed  from  them 
by  the  blood  of  Chrifl:  that  fprinkles  our  hearts  from 
an  evil  confcicnce,  and  wafhes  our  bodies  with  the 
ciean  water  of  regeneration,  and  renewing  of  his  Holy 
Spirit,    And  he  that  hath  done  this  for  us.  is  pcr^ 
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feeling  what  is  lacking,  that4ie  may  prefent  us  to  God 
the  Father fauhlefsjto  whom  be  praifes  for  ever.  Amen. 

^  Subfcribed,  in  behalf  of  the  meeting,  by- 
John  Pim,  William  Edmundfon, 
George  Rooke,       Thomas  I'rafFord, 
^  Thomas  Wilfon,      Roger  Roberts. 

FOSTSCRIPr. 

'  At  the  firfl,  when  the  Lord  called  and  gathered 
us  to  be  a  people,  and  opened  the  eyes  of  our  under- 
ftandings,  then  we  faw  the  exceeding  fmfulnefs  of  fm, 
and  the  wickednefs  that  was  in  the  world  ;  and  a  per- 
fect: abhorrence  was  fixed  in  our  hearts  againfl  all 
the  wicked,  unjuft,  vain,  ungodly,  unlawful  part  of 
the  world  in  all  refpe£ls ;  and  we  faw  the  goodly  and 
mol  glorious  lawful  things  of  the  world  to  be  abufed  : 
and  that  many  fnares  and  temptations  lay  in  them, 
and  many  troubles  and  dangers  of  divers  kinds  ;  and 
w^e  felt  the  load  of  them,  and  that  we  could  not 
carry  them  and  run  the  race  the  Lord  had  fet  before 
us  fo  cheerfully  as  to  win  the  prize  of  our  falvation  ; 
fo  that  our  care  was  to  cad  off  this  great  load  and 
burthen  of  our  great  and  gainful  ways  of  getting 
riches,  and  to  leffen  our  concerns  therein,  to  the  com- 
pafs  that  we  might  not  be  chargeable  to  any  in  our 
ftations  and  fervices  required  of  us,  and  be  ready  to 
anfwer  Chriil  Jefus  our  Captain,  that  called  us  to 
follow  him  in  a  fpiritual  warfare,  under  the  difclpline 
of  his  daily  crofs  and  felf-denial ;  and  then  the  things 
of  this  world  were  of  fmall  value  with  us,  fo  that  we 
might  win  Chrid,  and  the  goodiiefl  things  of  the 
world  v/ere  nor  near  us,  fo  that  we  might  be  near  the 
Lord,  and  the  Lord's  truth  outbalanced  all  the 
world,  even  tlie  mod  glorious  part  of  it.  Then  great 
trading  Wds  a  burthen,  and  great  concerns  a  great 
trouble  j  all  needlefs  things,  fine  houfes,  rich  fur ni- 
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ture,  and  gaudy  apparel,  was  an  eye-fore;  our  eye 
being  fingle  to  the  Lord,  and  the  infhining  of  his 
light  in  our  hearts,  which  gave  us  the  fight  of  the 
knowledge  of  the  glory  of  God,  which  fo  aifccled 
our,  minds,  that  it  flained  the  glory  of  all  earthly 
things,  and  they  bore  no  mafliery  with  us,  either  in 
dwelling,  eating,  drinking,  buying,  felling,  marrying, 
or  giving  in  marriage  ;  the  Lord  was  the  object  of 
our  eye,  and  we  all  humble  and  low  before  him,  and 
felf  of  fmall  repute;  miniilcrs  and  elders  in  all  fuch 
cafes  walking  as  good  examples,  that  the  flock  migfic 
follow  their  footfteps  as  they  followe]  Chriil  in  the 
daily  crofs  and  felf-denial  in  their  dwellings,  callings, 
eating,  drinking,  buying,  .felling,  marrying,  and  giving 
in  marriage;  and  this  anfwered  the  Lord's  vritnefs  in 
all  confciences,  and  gave  us  credit  amongfl  men. 

'  And  as  our  number  increafed,  it  happened  that 
fuch  a  fpirit  came  in  amongfl  us,  as  was  amongft  the 
Jews  when  they  came  out  of  Egypt,  and  this  began 
to  look  back  into  the  world,  and  traded  Vvith  the 
credit  which  was  not  of  its  own  purchafiiig,  and 
ftriving  to  be  great  in  the  riches  and  poflelliuas  of 
this  world;  and  then,  great  fair  buildings  in  cicy  and 
country,  fine  and  fafhionable  furniture,  and  apparel 
equivalent,  with  dainty  and  voluptuous  provifion, 
with  rich  matches  in  marri.ige,  with  exceiTive  cuflo- 
mary  uncomely  fmoking  of  tobacco,  under  colour  of 
lawful  and  ferviceable,  far  wide  from  the  fooifleps  of 
the  minifiers  and  elders  the  Lord  raifed  and  fenr 
forth  into  his  work  and  fervice  at  the  beginning  ; 
and  far  fhort  of  the  example  our  Lord  and  Mailer 
Chriil  Jefus  left  us,  when  he  was  tempted  in  the 
wildernefs  with  the  oiler  oF  all  the  kingdoms  oF  the 
world,  and  the  glory  of  them,  ?nd  dcipifed  them  :  and 
Mofes  that  reFufed  to  be  called  the  fen  oF  Pharoah's 
daughter,  and  rather  choFe  affiiction  with,  the  Lord's 
people,  having  a  regard  to  the  recompence  oF  reward. 
And  the  hcly  apoflie  writes  to  the  church  of  Chrillj 
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both  fathers,  young  men,  and  the  children,  and 
advifes  againfl  the  love  of  the  world,  and  the  falhions 
thereof :  and  it  is  working  as  the  old  leaven  at  this 
very  time,  to  corrupt  the  heritage  of  God,  and  to  fill 
it  with  briars,  thorns,  thiflles,  and  tares,  and  the 
grapes  of  the  earth  to  make  the  Lord  reje^b  it,  and 
lay  it  wafle.    But  the  Lord  of  all  our  mercies,  whofe 
eye  hath  been  over  us  for  good  fmce  he  gathered  us 
to  be  a  people,  and  entered  into  covenant  with  us, 
according  to.  his  ancient  promife,  is  lifting  up  his 
Spirit  as  a  ftandard  againft  the  invafion  of  this  enemy, 
and  is  raifing  up  his  living  word  and  teflimony  in 
the  hearts  of  many,  to  (land  in  the  gap  which  this 
floating,  high,  worldly,  libertine  fpirit  hath  made,  and 
that  is  gone  from  the  footfteps  of  them  that  follow 
•  Chrift  as  at  firft,  and  know  him  to  bound  them,  and 
to  keep  in  his  bounds;  and  not  in  their,  own  will 
and  time  by  hold  on  prefentatlons  and  opportunities 
that  m?y  oiter  to  get  riches,  v*hich  many  have  had 
and  refufed  for  truth's  fake,  and  the  Lord  hath  ac- 
cepted as  an  olFering,  and  rewarded  to  their  great 
comfort,  and  to  the  praife  of  his  great  name. 

*  William  Edmundfon/ 

In  the  Sixth  and  Seventh  month  this  year,  1669,  W. 
Edmundfon  and  George  Rooke  performed  a  vifit  to 
the  North,  and  to  Connaught,  accompanied  by  Abel 
Strettell,  Richard  Guy,  and  Henry  Ridgeway. 

Their  firft  vifit  was  to  friends  in  Uifter,  at  their 
Province  meeting  at  Richard  Boyes's.  Then  vifiting 
fpme  particular  meetings  of  friends  in  that  province, 
they  went  to  preach  the  gofpel  in  the  following  places. 
Near  Salter's  town  at  Francis  Parfons's  they  had 
a  large  meeting,  and  rnany  fober  people  came  to  hear 
truth  declared  there,  and  feemed  to  be  pretty  well 
fatisficd;  then  at  Dungiven  was  another  meeting; 
thefe  places  are  both  in  the  county  of  Londonderry, 
and  there  was  fome  cqnvincement  about  the  Idttcv 
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place :  then  they  went  into  the  county  of  Donegal, 
and  coming  to  a  place  called  Raphoe,  a  bifliop's  fee, 
and  being  defirous  to  have  a  meeting  with  the  people 
there,  they  were  much  averfe  to  it,  and  none  ct  them 
would  fuller  a  meeting  in  their  houfe,  fo  the  meeting 
was  appointed  at  the  market^crofs ;  and  the  people 
gathered,  and  George  Rooke  flood  upon  the  crofs, 
and  declared  the  way  of  life  to  them ;  and  phen  the 
priefts  called  the  high  conftable  to  break  up  the 
meeting ;  but  underflanding  they  acted  of  themfelves, 
and  not  by  any  order  from  the  government,  the 
meeting  continued  about  two  hours,  moft  of  which 
time  was  fpent  in  preaching  the  free  gofpel  of  Chrifl: 
Jefus,  and  the  people  were  fo  well  aiTedled  with  truth, 
that  they  got  a  large  quiet  meeting  in  the  inn  where 
they  lodged  that  evening ;  and  William  Edmundfoa 
fet  the  power  of  truth  over  all  hirelings,  and  the  free 
gofpel  of  Chrifl:  Jefus  above  the  tithing  priells.  The 
next  day  they  had  a  meeting  in  the  morning  about 
four  miles  from  thence,  and  in  the  afternoon  a  meet- 
ing at  Letterkenny,  both  which  were  quiet,  and  in 
the  morning  following  a  parting  meeting,  where  the 
fweet  prefence  of  God  was  richly  enjoyed  ;  and 
there  being  three  friends  that  lived  about  eight  miles  . 
north  of  that  place,  they  were  advifed  to  keep  a 
meeting  there  (they  being  far  from*  friends)  the  ^ro^ 
mife  of  Chrifl:  being  where  two  or  three  meet  in  his 
name,  that  his  prefence  iliall  be  with  them ;  and  fo  a 
meeting  was  fettled  there  for  the  worfliip  of  Godr 

Soon  after^  they  took  their  journey  for  Sligo,  and 
came  thither  the  feventh  day  of  the  week,  and  got 
leave  to  keep  a  meeting  in  the  market-houfe,  where 
many  people  came  the  next  day  and  were  fober  ;  and 
then  they  had  a  meeting  fix  miles  from  Sligo  at  Kil- 
loony,  where  the  priefl:  did  what  he  could  to  hinder 
and  frighten  the  people  from  coming,  but  all  in  v  in, 
for  the  meeting  was  kept  to  fatisfaclion ;  and  they 
not  being  clear  of  Sligo  went  back  and  had  another 
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meeting  there,  where  was  a  juflice  of  peace,  and 
many  fober  people,  and  the  way  of  eternal  life  was 
clearly  opened  to  them,  and  fo  they  were  left  without 
excufe.  The  nex't  meeting  they  had  was  at  a  place 
called  Carrickdrumruilc.,  tliey  being  m.oftly  Britifh 
people  that  lived  there,  and  were  very  ready  to  come 
to  the  miceting,  which  was  kept  in  an  inn,  and  a  good 
fiitisfacrory  time  friends  had  with  them.  Then  they 
travelled  to  Longford,  but  none  would  permit  a 
meeting  there,  fo  they  paflcd  on  to  the  Province 
meeting  at  Moat  of  Granoge,  where  meeting  with 
friends  from  feveral  parts,  they  were  comforted  in 
the  Lord,  and  one  in  another,  giving  account  of  their 
fervicr,  and  that  a  door  was  opened  in  thofe  remote 
places  to  receive  truth,  and  the  m.efTengers  of  it,  and 
the  peace  and  fatisfaction  they  enjoyed  from  God,  the 
rewarder  of  his  faithful  labourers."* 

This  year  (170c)  alfo,  William  Edmundfon  and 
George  Rooke  performed  another  vifit  to  feveral 
pai  rs  of  the  province  of  Connaught,  being  a  journey 
of  about  342  miles,  of  Vv^hich  a  particular  account  may 
be  feen  in  VV.  Edmnndfon's  journal. 

Barclay's  Apology,  printed  in  London,  was  this 
year  ordered  to  be  diflributed  among  ftrangers. 

This  year  died  James  Greenwood  and  Ann  his 
wife,  of  Grange  in  the  county  of  Antrim,  a  faithful 
couple,  being  of  one  fpirit  (as  v.  ell  as  joined  together 
in  the  covenant  of  marriage)  Vv^herein  they  were  true 
help-meets  to  one  another,  being  endowed  with  many 
fpiritual  gifts  and  ^iraces,  which  they,  as  good  ile wards, 
faithfully  improved  to  the  l}onour  of  the  great  Giver 
and  the  benefit  and  comfort  of  his  pec^ple.  They 
Nvereof  fuch  a  jufi:  and  uprieht  converfarion,  fearing 
the  Lord  and  efch-cwing  evil,  that  the  truth  they 
profeffed  was  lion  on  red  by  them  ;  their  hearts  being 
feafoned  by  the  heavenly  grace,  fo  that  they  were  as 

*  Sec  a  further  account  of  this  journey  in  William  Edmundfon's  Journ^;!. 
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ihe  fcivoury  fait,  among  thofe  with  whom  they  were 
converfant,  being  of  a  grave  and  weighty  deportment, 
aiming  at  the  glory  of  God,  and  the  good  of  fouk 
in  their  concerns.  They  wxre  great  lovers  of  peace 
and  concord  in  the  church,  and  much  concerned  for 
keeping  the  imity  of  the  fpirit  in  the  bond  of  peace. 
They  we;-e  flrict  obfervers  oF  the  apoilles  exhortation, 
not  to  forget  to  entertain  Grangers,  their  houfe  and 
hearts  being  open  to  receive  the  travelling  fervants 
cf  the  Lord  :  for  Vv'hich  fervice  they  were  well  quali- 
fied, adminiftring  to  them  fpiritual  help  and  alhifance, 
as  well  as  outward  entertainment.  James  bein^  for 
many  years  inhrm  m  body,  was  unable  to  travel  much 
abroad  ;  but  Ann  being  healthy,  both  in  body  and 
mind,  was  frequently  ferviceable  at  the  general  m.eet- 
irgs  cf  friends,  where  fhe  appeared  in  fuch  hveetnefs 
and  evennefs  of  temper,  fo  favoury,  grave,  deliberate, 
and  reaching  in  her  exprelHons,  that  fuch  as  were  in 
the  fervice  with  her  were  much  ftrengthened  and 
encouraged,  by  the  excellent  fruits  of  the  Divine 
Spirit  that  appeared  through  her,  borh  in  docti  ine,  dif- 
cipline,  and  converfation,  Her  words  in  her  tellimony 
were  but  few,  and  not  forward.'y  exprelTed,  Ihe  being 
careful  not  to  run  before  her  guide,  but  to  obferve 
divine  conduct,  under  which  her  example  was  a 
check  to  forward,  and  rafli  appearances  ;  yet  fhe 
was  a  nurfmg  mother  to  the  young  and  tender,  a 
refreflier  of  the  v/eary,  an  encourager  of  the  diilrelTed, 
and  was  fo  endued  with  heavenly  w^ifdom,  and  a 
taking  v\'ay  of  exprellion  and  geflure  in  conference, 
that  even  diforderly  and  obftinate  perlbns  were  often- 
times won  upon  by  her.  They  l;Oth  died  in  the  fame 
year,  in  great  refignation  and  alTurance  of  peace  with 
God. 

The  latter  end  of  this  year  (lyci)  hing  William 
died,  who,  during  his  whole  reign,  allovv  cd  a  Chri-lian 
liberty  to  tender  confciences,  the  ever  memorable  a(3r 
of  toleration  being  paiTcd  in  his  reign,  and  coniiaucJ 
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and  confirmed  in  the  reign  of  queen  Ann,  by  which 
the  feveral  dilTenters  were  exempted  from  diver.^ 
pendlties  to  w^hich  they  had  been  before  liable;  and 
now  friends  throughout  the  nation  peaceably  enjoyed 
their  meetings  for  the  worfhip  of  God. 

Friends  of  Dublin  fnffered  little  this  year  (1702) 
for  their  teftimony  agalnfl  the  fuperftitiou".  obferva- 
tian  of  days,  Thomas  Bell,  mayor  of  that  city,  having 
put  forth  a  proclam-ition  fome  time  before  the  day 
called  Chriftmas-day,  forbidding  the  tumultuous 
meetings  of  any  men,  boys,  or  apprentices,  under 
pretence  of  {hutting  down  friends  (hops  slfo  the 
fenefchal  of  Thomas-Court  and  Donore  did  the  like, 
both  which  proclamations  had,  in  a  great  m'eafure, 
the  defircd  efFc£l  of  preventing  the  meeting  of  the 
wicked  rabble,  iheir  hurting  friends,  breaking  win- 
dows, &c.  as  had  been  ufual  in  former  years. 

This  year  a  chofen  number  of  friends  in  Ulfler 
performed  a  general  vifit  tlu  oiigh  that  province. 

This  year  (1703)  alfo  John  Page,  mayor  of  the 
city  of  Dublin,  counfellor  William  Neave,  fenefchal 
of  the  Liberty  of  Thomas-Court  and  Donore,  and 
counfellor  Grace,  feL*_fchal  of  Sepulchre's  liberty,  by 
feafonably  iffuing  proclamations  as  aforefaid,  as  alfo 
lieutenant-general  Earl,  taking  care  that  the  foldiers 
fliould  not  be  abufive,  protected  friends  of  the  city 
from  the  ufual  infolence  of  the  rabble,  fo  that  they 
frifered  little  or  nothing  for  opening  their  (hops,  and 
following  their  lawful  trades  and  employments,  in 
teftimony  againfl:  the  fuperflitious  obfervation  of  days ; 
and  now  little  fufferings  attended  friends,  except  for 
their  Chriflian  teftimony  againft  tithes. 

This  year  (1704),  and  in  the  fif  y-fixthof  his  age, 
died  Gerfhon  Boate,  having  been  convinced  about 
1670,  and  the  twcnty-fecond  of  his  age;  and  the 
Lord  was  pleafcd  to  beftow  upon  him  a  gift  in  the 
miniftry,  in  the  exercife  or  whicli  he  was  many  times 
frefh  and  hveiy,  and  fometimes  travelled  both  in  this 
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nation  and  fonic  parts  of  England,  Scotland,  and  Wales. 
He  was  ready  and  willing  to  ferve  truth  and  friends' 
with  all  his  might,  both  in  travelling  wi-th  friends  in 
the  miniftry,  and  in  feeking  relief  for  fuch  as  were 
under  fuiTerings  ;  and  he  was  a  man  of  fuch  parts  and 
interefi:,  that  he  feldom  milTed  effect  hi  g  the  matter  he 
took  in  hand.  He  was  of  a  quick  apprehenfion,  great 
abilities  and  courage,  and  very  ferviceable  to  the 
country  on  feveral  accounts,  and  particularly  w-ith 
regard  to  the  Rapparees  that  infefted  it ;  and  was 
wonderfully  preferved  through  many  imminent  dan- 
gers, from  thofe  blood- thirlly  men  who  lay  in  wait 
for  mifchief.  -  By  this  means  he  became  acceptable  to 
the  government,  and  had  an  intereil  among,  and  a 
ready  accefs  to,  perfons  in  power,  which  hovv^ever  he 
did  not  apply  to  his  own  promotion,  in  the  profits  or 
honours  of  this  world,  but  to  the  advancement  of 
truth  and  its  teflimony,  and  the  good  of  his  brethren. 
He  was  a  true  fervant  of  the  church,  and  in  its  fer- 
vice  contrafted  his  laft  iiinefs,  and  died  in  great  peace 
and  refignation  to  the  will  of  God. 

Faithful  friends  at  this  time  (1705)  w-ere  in  good 
efteem,  the  government  favourable,  and  maghhates 
generally  moderate. 

This  year  feveral  friends,  appointed  by  a  province- 
meeting  in  Ulfter,  performed  a  general  vifit  through 
that  province. 

It  feems  not  unfeafonable  here  to  obferve,  that 
whereas  for  feveral  preceding  years  repeated  advices 
were  given,  and  earneftly  recommended,  from  fundry 
half-year's  meetings,  that  friends  Ihould  refrain  from 
the  too  eager  purfnit  of  great  concerns  and  incum- 
brances of  the  worldj  in  order  that  all  might  be 
reftrained,  if  poflible,  from  thofe  things  that  would 
hurt  them  inwardly  or  outwardly ;  although  it  vvas  a 
time  wherein  opportunities  feemed  to  offer  for  getting 
riches,  by  great  trades,  fliocking  of  farms,  &c.  yet 
feveral  difappointmcnts  happened  to  thofe  that  took 
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liberty  herein,  pnrticularly  on  occadon  of  a  great 
decay  of  trade  which  enfued  on  the  wars  abroad,  fo 
that  foine  who  flighted  and  rejected  the  timely  advice 
and  warning  given  thera,  fuiTered  great  lofs,  both 
as  to  their. inward  condition  and  outward  affairs ;  but 
fuch  who  comphcd  were  fenfible  of  the  benefit  thereof, 
both  with  refpeft  to  their  cafe  in  the  things  of  this 
world,  and  their  inward  peace  and  fatisfa£lion. 

This  year  died  John  Ciibborn  of  Moate  Granoge, 
a  patient  and  faithful  fufferer  for  truth's  teftimrny, 
an  open  hearted  man  to  entertain  friends  and  ferve 
truth  with  his  outward  fubl'bmce,  and  very  charitable 
to  the  poor 

Eefides  other  minidering  friends  who  vifited  the 
nation  this  year  (1706),  i'homas  R.udd  from  Eng- 
land, landed  at  Dublin  in  the  Sixth  month,  and  after 
being  at  friends  meeting  there  the  Sixth  day  of  the 
week,  on  the  day  following,  accompanied  by  our 
friends  Robert  BradO^aw  and  Jofeph  Gill,  both 
dwellers  in  the  faid  city,  he  paffed  through  four  or 
five  ftreets  thereof,  uttering  the  following  words,  viz. 
'  Oh  the  dreadful  and  Almighty  God  will  dreadfully 
'  plead  becaufc  of  fin but  before  he  was  clear  of 
that  fervice,  fome  cfHcers,  by  an  order  from  alderman 
William  Gibbons,  mayor  of  the  city,  brought  him 
before  the  faid  mayor,  and  feveral  other  aldermen, 
and  the  fliid  two  friends  went  along  with  him  thither; 
fo  a  mittimus  was  writccn,  and  they  all  three  were 
fent  to  the  Wheat-flieaf  prifon,  v/here  they  remained 
clofe  prifoners  three  days,  and  then  were  fet  at 
hberty  by  m.eans  of  friends  application  to  the  mayor, 
recorder,  and  f  »me  of  the  aldermen  ;  and  Thomas, 
being  unhealthy  of  body,  went  into  the  country, 
thereby  expelling  fome  benefit,  refpefting  his  dillem- 
per ;  and  palfing  Northward,  vifited  friends  m.eetings 
in  UHter  province,  and  returned  to  Dublin  ;  where, 
being  accompanied  by  the  faid  two  friends,  he  paffed  - 
again  through  the  fame  ftreets  as  before,  declaring 
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the  former  words,  and  met  with  no  oppontion  or 
molcilatioa  from  the  magillrates,  and  afterwards  weat 
into  other  parts  of  the  country  w^iere  he  had  not 
been.  He  vinred  moft  of  friends  meetings  in  the 
nation,  and  alfo  had  fervice  in  the  (Ireers  of  many 
towns  and  public  places  in  divers  parts  thereof; 

This  year  died  Anthony  Sharp,  who  was  born  in 
Gloucerterfhire  in  England,  hi  the  year  1642.  He 
was  convinced  about  the  year  1665,  by  the  miniilry 
of  William  Dewlbury,  at  a  meeting  in  prifon  ac 
Warwick.  He  came  to  feitle  in  Dublin  in  1669, 
and  fome  time  after  v/is  concerned  in  a  public  telli- 
mony  ;  and  friends  in  Dublin  then  being  but  few, 
and  thofe  expofed  to  fafferings  on  the  account  of 
tithes,  8zc.  he  was  very  ferviceable  to  them  by  adv'ice, 
and  appearing  before  rulers  and  m-igii'lrates  on  their 
behalf,  wherein  his  endeavours  were  often  blefled 
with  fuccefs,  as  alfo  by  entertaining  friends  cheerfully 
at  his  houfe.  He  was  an  induftrious  man  in  the 
concerns  of  this  life,  and  having  juflily  acquired  the 
reputation  of  a  wife  and  honefl:  dealer,  his  credit 
among  men,  and  outward  fubftance  daily  increafed, 
which  however  did  noc  prove  a  means  of  choaking 
the  good  feed  in  his  heart,  he  being  both  a  large 
contributor  to  the  poor,  and  devoted  to  ferve  truth 
and  friends  in  his  generation,  both  with  his  fubflance 
and  underftanding.  He  was  a  man  of  an  honefl, 
fober,  and  clean  converfaticn  ;  for  although  he  had 
occafion  to  converfe  with  people  of  various  perfuafions 
and  tempers,  and  temptations  of  divers  kinds  attended  ; 
yet  through  the  goodnefs  of  God  he  v>'as  fo  preferved, 
that  there  was  no  juft  caufe  to  reproach  truth  on  hii 
behalf,  being  very  careful  to  avoid  nsedlefs  company 
keeping,  and  being  leavened  *  into  the  fpirits  of 
ihofe  he  converfed  w  ith,  by  too  much  familiarity ; 
but  would  take  occafion  to  difcourfe  of  the  principles 


*  i.  e.  Ccnformed  to  the  Di'pciitlons. 
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of  truth,  or  feme  religious  fubjeft  whereby  they 
might  be  diverted  from  thofe  vain  difcourfes  that 
are  too  frequent  in  many  companies.  In  his  pubHc 
tcftimony  he  was  many  times  zeaioufly  concerned  for 
the  convincement  of  Grangers,  being  gifted  for  that 
fervice,  having  a  good  underftanding,  a  ready  utte- 
rance, and  a  clear  way  of  delivery ;  and  indeed  hjs 
labour  of  love  in  that  refpe£i:  did,  through  the 
blefhng  of  God,  prove  efFe(fl:ual  to  feveral.  He  has 
left  in  manufcript  feveral  pieces  written  in  defence  of 
truth,  againfl  priells  and  others;  particularly  on  im- 
mediate revelation,  on  the  call  of  a  gofpel  minifter, 
on  womens*  preaching,  baptifm,  the  Lord's  fupper, 
^&c.  He  travelled  feveral  times  through  this  nation 
and  in  England;  and  in  the  year  1695,  vifited 
Holland,  fome  parts  of  Germany,  and  Denmark, 
and  fome  time  after,  Scotland,  in  the  work  of  the 
minillry;  and  at  length,  having  been  very  ferviceable 
among  friends  for  many  years,  and  finiflied  hiscourfe, 
he  laid  down  his  head  in  peace. 

This  year  (1706)  feveral  Friends,  by  appointment 
of  the  Province  meeting,  made  a  general  vifit  through 
the  province  of  Uifter,  and  returned  fatisfa^lory  ac- 
counts of  their  fervice. 

This  year  (lyoy)  alfo  feveral  Friends,  appointed 
by  the  Quarterly  meeting  of  Leinfler,  performed  a 
vifit  to  the  feveral  Monthly  meetings  of  that  province 
to  good  fatisfa61ion.  And  in  the  year  1708,  a  like 
general  vifit  was  made  through  the  meetings  in  the 
province  of  Munfter  with  good  efFe^l:. 

This  year  ( 1708)  Jofeph  Pike  publifhed  a  Treatife 
on  Baptifm  and  the  Lord's  Supper,  which,  though 
ordered'  to  be  printed  at  a  national  charge,  the  author 
chofe  to  do  at  his  own  cofl, 

N.  B.  It  is  no  new  thing,  that  the  church  of  Chriil 
fliould  flourifh  under  perlecution,  and,  on  the  other 
hand,  fuffer  in  a  time  ol  outward  eafe  and  tranquillity  ; 
for  this  has  been  ufually  her  lot.    Accordingly,  the 


PEOPLE  CALLED  QUAKERS. 


^93 


former  part  of  this  hiflory  is  pretty  much  made  up 
of  accounts  of  the  zeal,  piety  and  fervent  charity 
that  prevailed  among  the  brethren  in  times  of  per- 
fecution ;   on  the  contrary,  the  remaining  parts  of 
this  narrative  of  the  ila-e  of  the  churcH,  in  the  days 
of  tranquillity  and  ctflation  from  perfecuiion,  will 
afford  but  too  many  indances  of  the  decay  of  love 
towards  God  and  one  another  ;  and  it  were  doing 
injulHce  to  the  prefent  time  to  pafs  by  the  following 
obfervation,  viz.  That  in  the  year  1708,  complaint 
was  made  from  divers  parts  of  the  nation  to  the 
Half-year's  meeting,  of  a  lukewarm  fpirit  among  the 
profefTors  of  truth,  and  particularly  of  the  want  of 
that  true  concern  and  travail  of  fpirit  which  ought  to 
prevail,  in  the  meetings  for  the  worlhip  of  Almighty 
God  ;  and  it  appeared  to  Friends  at  their  National 
meeting,  upon  a  ferious  confidcration  of  this  com- 
plaint and  grievance,  that  it  might  be  very  much 
occafioned  through  the  too  great  love  of,  and  too  eager 
purfuit  after,  the  things  of  this  world  ;  for  which 
reafon  the  cautions  formerly  given  forth  againft  this 
evil,  in  divers  minutes,  were  revived,  and  the  mors 
diligent  obfervance  thereof  recommended. 

About  the  fame  tim.e  I  find  there  w.is  a  weighry 
concern  among  Friends,  for  the  regulation  cf  nien's 
and  woinen's  meetings,  that  none  might  be  admitted 
members  thereof,  but  fuch  who  vv'ere  well  inclined 
and  concerned  for  the  profperity  of  truth,  according 
to  the  firll  inftitution  j  *  and  William  Edmundfon 
wrote  an  epiflle  this  year  on  this  head,  which  was 
approved  and  recommended  by  the  National  meeting, 
and  may  be  feen  at  the  end  of  his  journal. 

Among  other  miniftring  Friends  who  vifited  this 
nation  this  year  (1700),  was  James  Dickinfon,  who 
had  a  particular  warning  to  Friends  and  others,  of  a 
day  of  great  mortality  approaching. 


*  Sec  the  Trcatlfe  of  ChriOIan  Difclplla?. 
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This  year  John  Exham,  a  Friend,  aged  aboiU  eighty 
years,  came  from  his  dwelling  at  Charleville,  in  the 
county  of  Cork,  and  vifited  Friends  in  their  families 
through  mofl:  parts  oF  the  nation.  See  a  further  ac- 
count of  him  in  the  year  1721. 

This  year  (17 10)  and  in  the  fixtieth  of  his  age> 
died  John  Watfon  of  Kilconner  in  the  county  of 
Catherlough.  He  was  convinced  about  the  year 
1673,  by  the  miniflry  of  John  Burnyeat ;  when  he 
took  up  a  refolution  to  be  faithful,  nccording  to  the 
then  prefent  manifeftation  of  his  duty  given  him,  not- 
withilanding  its  expofmg  him  to  fome  difficulties,  and 
fufFerings  from  his  parents  and  lelations,  for  refufmg 
to  join  with  them  in  their  way  of  worfliip,  for  ufmg 
the  plain  language*  8zc,  which  w'as  hard  to  be  borne 
by  his  father,  who  with  the  archdeacon,  John  Plum- 
mer,  ufed  their  endeavours  to  reduce  him  to  a  com- 
pliance with  their  church-ordinances  by  perfuafion, 
which  proving  ineffc(51ual,  the  archdeacon  threatened 
him  with  a  prifon  ;  to  which  he  anfwered,  '  1  do  not 
fear  it,  but  will  make  ready  for  one,'  and  accordingly 
he  difpofed  of  feme  of  the  land  which  he  held,  that 
he  might  have  lefs-  rent  and  incumbrance  lying  on 
him. 

In  the  year  1678,  a  meeting  was  fettled  sft  his 
houfe,  which  caufed  the  faid  archdeacon  Plummer, 
and  Richard  Boyle,  bifliop  of  Leighlin  and  Femes, 
to  be  angry,  and  foon  after  he  was  fucd  in  their 
court,  and  taken  by  a  writ  excommunkaio  capiendo:, 
for  refufmg  to  pay  one  pound  fixtecn  fliillings,  de- 
manded towards  the  repairs  of  the  worfliip-houfe  at 
Fenagh  ;  but  before  be  was  taken  to  prifon,  the  faid 
Plummer  meeting  him,  fpokc  with  fecming  kindnefs 
to  him,  faying,  if  he  would  fubmit  to  them,  and  not 
fuffer  meecings  to  be  at  his  houfe,  all  fliould  be 
palTcd  by  and  forgiven  him  ;  which  he,  for  confcience 
fake  refufmg  to  comply  with,  the  faid  Plummer  being 
enraged,  faid',  ^  Take  him  away  to  prifon  \  there  he 
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fnall  lie  till  he  rots and  then  going  away,  John 
Waifon  called  him  back,  and  faid  he  was  to  tell  him 
that  he  fhould  not  profper  in  what  he  intended 
againfl  him,  which  accordingly  came  to  pafs  ;  for  al- 
though John  WdS  ff nt  to  prifon  that  day,  and  clofcly 
confined  for  ?boui  fix  months,  he  after  that,  by  the 
favour  of  John  Tench  the  fheriff,  obtained  fome 
liberty  to  go  home  to  his  family  ;  whereat  the  faid 
Plummcr  being  much  difpleafed,  went  the  week  be- 
fore the  enfuing  afkzcs  to  confult  with  the  bifliop,  ill 
order  to  fue  the  fheriff  for  granting  him  that  liberty  ; 
but  in  returning  hom.e  lie  was  fuddetily  fmote  with 
the  lofs  of  the  ufe  of  his  limbs,  and  continued  in 
that  condition  for  fome  time  before  he  died,  where- 
upon the  fuit  dropt  for  that  alTize,  and  he  lived  not 
to  fee  his  defign  accomplilhed  on  the  faid  John  Warfon, 
who  however  continued  a  prifoner  above  two  years. 

He  received  a  gift  in  the  minidry  in  the  year  16/5, 
in  the  exercife  of  which  he  approved  himfelf  a  faith- 
ful fteward,.  and  a  diligent  and  zealous  labourer, 
often  vifiting  the  meetings  of  Friends  in  this  nation, 
as  alfo  in  England  ;  and  befides  attending  the  meet- 
ings in  the  province  of  Leinflier,  ic  which  he  be- 
longed, he  ufually  once  a  year,  whilft  of  ability  to 
travel,  vifited  the  meetings  of  Friends  in  the  other 
two  provinces  of  Ulfter  and  iVIunfter,  and  the  Lord 
was  pleafed  to  blefs  his  concern  and  labour  of  love 
therein,  to  the  convincement  of  fome,  and  edification 
and  comfort  of  many.*  He  was  alfo  ferviceable  in 
difcipline,  being  zealous  to  keep  up  good  order,  and 
that  all  might  walk  as  becometh  the  gofpel,  in  an 
holy  and  blamelefs  converfation,  wherein  he  v;as  a 
good  example,  and  careful  to  rule  well  his  own  houfe. 
He  died  in  great  peace  of  confcience,  and  refign^tion 

*  Robert  I.ec';yof  Kllmainham.  accompanying:  him  and  Anthony  Sharp, 
in  a  journe\  to  the  north,  w;^  convinced,  and  became  a  fer viveable  man  Jo 
the  Society,' 
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to  the  will  of  God,  with  the  comfort  of  an  affurancc 
that  he  had  finifhed  his  day's  work  in  his  day. 

A  general  vifit  was  performed,  ( 1 7 1 1  j  by  Friends 
appointed  by  the  Province  meeting*,  through  the 
province  of  Leinflier,  in  order  to  flir  up  Friends 
effectually,  to  put  in  practice  the  feveral  advices  that 
had  been  from  time  to  time  given  forth,  from  na- 
tional and  other  meetings. 

This  year  the  following  Friends  were  appointed  to 
go  over  to  London,  in  order  to  join  Friends  in  Eng- 
land in  foliciting  the  Englifh  parliament,  for  further 
eafe  with  refpecl:  to  the  affirmation,  (fee  the  year 
1696  above)  and  accordinglyahey  went  over  on  that 
account,  viz.  Alexander  Seaton,  John  Barcroft, 
Thomas  Ducket,  John  Boles,  Nicholas  Harris  and 
Gerfhon  Boate,  fon  of  the  late  Gerfhon  Boate. 

And  in  the  year  171 2,  a  treatife  concerning  oaths, 
formerly  printed  at  London  in  the  year  1675,  was, 
by  order  of  the  Half-year's  meeting,  reprinted  here 
for  a  general  fervice,  to  the  number  of  one  thoufand. 

Among  other  mrniflring  Friends  from  abroad,  who 
vifited  this  nation  this  year,  was  James  Hoikins,  who 
having  been  here  lad  year,  and  upon  fome  extraor- 
dinary occafion  returned  to  England,  landed  a  fecond 
time  in  Dublin,  went  from  thence  northwards,  and 
bad  meetings  among  ftrangers  in  the  counties  of 
Derry  and  Donnegal.  At  Londonderry  he  was  hand- 
led roughly,  and  put  out  of  the  city,  nor  would 
they  fuffer  him  to  have  a  meeting,  yet  he  had  good 
fervice  in  feveral  places  thereaway.  Afterwards  he 
went  into  Connaught,  accompanied  by  feveral  Friends 
from  Dublin,  and  had  feveral  meetings  in  that  pro- 
vince among  flrangers,  and  without  molefliation,  ex- 
cept at  Caftlebar,  where  the  people  were  intimidated 
from  going  to  the  meeting  by  fir  Henry  Bingham, 
the  chief  man  of  that  place,  and  juftice  of  the  peace, 
vvho  threatened  to  fend  them  to  the  houfe.  of  cor- 
rciflion  if  they  went  to  the  meeting,  and  by  his  au- 
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tliority  the  faid  James  HoUcIns  was  haled  out  of  the 
meeting,  put  into  bridewell,  and  kept  prifoner  there 
about  two  days. 

This  year  died  that  eminent  and  faithful  minifter 
and  elder  William  Edmundfon,  of  whofe  labours  in 
do6lrine  and  difcipline  a  particular  account  hath  been 
given  in  the  foregoing  part  of  this  hiftory.  It  feems 
however  not  to  be  fuperfluous,  in  this  place,  to  give 
a  fliort  iketch  of  his  diftinguiftiing  talents  and  cha- 
radler. 

About  the  year  1650  he  w^ent  into  the  army,  and 
continued  a  foldier  feme  time  under  the  parliament, 
in  the  civil  wars  in  England  and  Scotland,  but  being 
religioufly  inclined  he  grew  weary  of  that  way  of  life, 
the  Lord  leading  him  from  a  carnal  to  a  fpiritual 
warfare;  and  in  the  year  1652  he  quitted  the  army 
and  came  to  Ireland.  In  the  year  1655  he  became 
firft  concerned  to  fpeak  a  few  words  in  meetings,  in 
fear  and  humility,  being  under  a  jealoufy  leil  a  wrong 
fpirit  might  get  entrance  to  deceive  him,  under  the 
likenefs  of  an  angel  of  light ;  but  as  he  abode  faith- 
ful, he  grew  in  the  exercife  of  his  gift,  and  became 
an  able  minifler  of  the  gofpel,  and  an  inftrument  in 
the  Lord's  hand  of  converting  many  to  righteoufnefs, 
in  this  nation,  as  alfo  in  England  and  America.  He 
had  a  great  fhare  of  natiiral  parts,  though  but  of  a 
mean  education,  was  found  in  doflrine,  plain  in 
preaching,  and  free  from  afFedlation,  and  was  often- 
times wonderfully  enlarged  in  declaring  the  myfteries 
of  the  kingdom  of  ChriH:,  as  well  as  the  myflerious 
workings  of  fatan  ;  he  had  a  fmgular  gift  in  opening 
and  applying  the  typical  part  of  the  law,  to  the  fub- 
ftance  in  the  gofpel  ;  he  was  fliarp  in  his  teilimony 
againft  tranfgrefTors,  yet  tender  to  the  dejeded  and 
penitent ;  he  was  very  often  zealoufly  concerned  to 
exhort  friends  to  beware  of  the  love,  and  too  eager 
purfuit  of  the  riches  and  greatnefs  of  the  world,  as 
being  ihe  chief  engine  the  enemy  of  truth  had  tq 
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hurt  US  a  people  ;  a  truth  of  great  importance,  which 

as  it  has  been  abundantly  verified  among  the  fuc- 
ceeding  protefTors  of  the  fame  way,  it  may  be  worth 
while  to  give  a  fpecimen  of  his  fentiments  on  this 
head,  as  a  hint  not  ufelefs  to  many  of  us :  ^^1  know, 
(fays  he,  "n  a  letter  to  a  friend,  recorded  in  his  jour- 
naij  th  t  the  eagernefs  after  the  lawful  things  of  this 
world,  at  this  time,  hinders  many  friends  growth  in 
the  precious  truth,  and  their  fervice  to  it  in  their 
dny,  though  otherwife  of  great  parts  and  abilities  to 
do  mi'ch  f  rvicc  for  truth  on  many  accounts,  as  in- 
flrumtnts  in  the  hand  of  God  ;  but  they  cannot  fervc 
God  as  thty  ought  to  do,  and  as  the  day  requires,- 
nor  rieale  the  Captain  of  our  fpiritual  warfare 
g':od  fr  Idlers,  whilil  they  cumber  themfelves  with  the 
tilings  of  this  world  ;  and  this  is  the  great  failure  and 
fl;umbling-bluck  at  this  day,  and  too  many  of  cur 
fociety  are  hurt  thereby^  vho  have  in  meafure  efcaped 
the  unclean,  unjuft  and  unlawful  things  of  this  world, 
and  wafhed  their  garments  from  the  fpots  thereof, 
and  fo  bear  the  name  of  virgins,  but  fit  down  in  the 
duf}:,  in  the  lawful  things  of  this  world,  without  a 
due  confideration  and  true  regard  of  the  right  ufe 
and  fervice  of  them  in  the  creation,  and  to  the 
bounds  and  limits  of  truth,  in  the  getting  and  ufing 
of  them  in  their  places  and  fervices,  and  fo  (as  the 
fooljfh  virgins)  wsmt  the  oil  that  would  make  their 
3am.ps  burn  and  their  lights  fliine  ;  on  which  account 
great  danger  doth  appear,  that  many,  as  the  foolish 
virgins,  will  be  fhut  out  of  the  bridegroom's  cham^ 
ber,  when  thofe  that  are  ready,  who  have  fhaken 
themfelves  from  the  dufl  and  put  on  their  beautiful 
garments^  having  oil  in  their  lamps,  and  arifmg  in 
the  brightnefs  of  this  glorious, day  of  the  Lord,  hav- 
ing their  affections  fet  on  things  above,-  where  Chrift 
is,  and  not  on  things  that  be  upon  the  earth,  enter 
with  Chrifl  into  the  wedding  chamber/' 
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He  was  a  mofl:  zealous  and  faithful  labourer  in  the 
exercife  of  his  gift,  for  the  edification  of  the  churches 
both  at  home  and  abroad  ;  he  went  to  America  on 
this  account  three  times /where  he  purfued  his 
journey  and  the  work  before  him,  ofteniiines  in  immi- 
nent  danger  of  his  natural  life,  committing  it  to  God 
that  gave  it)  firfl  in  the  year  1671,  in  company  with 
George  Fox  and  others,  then  in  1675,  and  laflly  in 
1683,  where  he  had^  great  and  good  fervice  both  in 
the  minidry  of  the  word,  and  in  fettling  meetings  for 
Chriftian  difcipline  ;  of  which  meetings,  as  well  as 
thofe  for  worfliip,  he  was  a  moil  conllant  attender, 
and  frequently  had  meetings  among  friends  and 
ftrangers  in  divers  remote  parts  of  this  kingdom,  and 
in  England  ;  often  travelling  in  the  fervice  of  the 
gofpel  in  great  bodily  weaknefs  and  pain,  fupported 
by  faith,  when  natural  ability  failed,  even  to  extreme 
old  age  ;  fo  that  in  the  83d  year  of  his  age  he  tra- 
velled on  this  account.  He  had  an  excellent  gift  in 
prayer  and  fupplication,  fo  that  his  appearance,  when 
under  the  performance  of  that  part  of  divine  worfliip, 
was  with  that  dread  and  awfulnefs  upon  his  fpirit, 
that  It  made  a  great  impreffion  on  the  fpirit  of 
friends,  caufing  tenderr4efs  many  times  to  come  over 
the  meeting. 

It  is  hard  to  fay,  whether  he  was  more  eminent  in 
do6lrine  or  in  difcipline  :  for  the  latter  he  was  emi- 
nently gifted,  gladly  joining  with  George  Fox  and 
others,  in  fetthng  men's  and  women's  meetings  through 
this  nation, '^nd  when  fettled,  he  was  a  zealous 
labourer  in  them ;  a  faithful  elder,  worthy  of  double 
honotir,  the  care  of  the  churches  being  much  upon 
him;^  particularly,  he  was  greatly  concerned  that 
none  Oiould  be  admitted  members  of  fuch  meetings, 
but  thofe  who  were  of  clean  and  orderly  converfations, 
"walking  as  examples  to  the  "flock,  having  a  concern 
upon  their  minds  for  the  promotion  of  tfiitn  and 
.righteoi;fners  in  the  earth  ;  and  many  times  he  had 
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good  fervice  in  fuch  meetings,  in  clearly  declaring  the 
ncceffary  qiuilificatious  of  fuch  ;  beginning  at  thofe 
whom  the  Lord  put  his  fpirit^  upon  to  allift  Mofcs, 
who  were  men  fearing  God  and  hating  covetoufnefs ; 
and  going  th  ough  the  law  and  the  prophets,  and 
the  doclrines  delivered  by  Chrift,  as  alfo  the  difcipline 
and  oraer  of  the  primitive  church  coming  out  of  the 
wildernefs;  that  the  authority  of  truth  might  be  kept 
up  in  thefe  meetings,  and  the  members  thereof  be 
faithful  men,  fo  that  jufliice  and  true  judgment  might 
be  maintained  in  all  thofe  meetings  without  refpe£i:  of 
perfons,  and  judgment  be  placed  upon  all  diforderly 
and  unruly  perfou:) ;  that  God's  houfe  might  be  kept 
clean,  which  holinefs  becomes  for  ever. 

He  had  a  great  fhare  in  bearing  the  burthen  in  the 
heat  of  the  day,  which  he  cheerfully  tinderwent,  and 
was  endued  with  valour  and  courage,  fuitable  to  the  ^ 
work  it  plcafed  God  to  call  him  unto,  in  the  times  of 
the  fufferings  of  friends  in  this  nation. 

He  was  of  a  folid  and  grave  countenance  and 
deportment,  ftriking  an  awe  over  the  wicked,  light  and 
airy ;  a  reprover  of  and  terror  to  evil  doers,  yet  an 
encourager  of  thofe  who  did  well,  but  with  prudence,, 
fo  that  none  might  be  lifted  up  thereby.  He  did  not 
feek  after  popularity,  but  was  rather  fhy,  not  inti- 
mate with  any  he  had  not  trial  and  true  knowledge 
of,  nor  willing  to  lay  hands  fuddenly  on  any  but 
,  thofe  he  found  to  be  faithful. 

He  was  temperate  in  eating  and  drinking,  his  dif- 
courfe  weighty,  and  moifly  on  the  things  of  God, 
tending  to  edification  and  infi:ru6tion  ;  a  careful 
and  tender  father,  [if  he  erred  on  either  hand,  it 
was  rather  on  that  of  aufterity  than  indulgence]  a  firm 
friend  and  kind  neighbour,  given  to  hofpitality ;  and 
potwithflanding  the  great  charge  he  was  frequently 
at,  in  his  travels  in  the  work  of  the  miniftry,  yet  he 
Wcjs  exemplarily  liberal  in  collcclions  for  the  poor  ; 
^c.  andj  akhough    was  often  his  lot  to  be  feparated 
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from  tliofe  dear  enjoyracnts  of  wife  and  children,  for 
the  gofpel's  f;ike,  he  ordered  his  temporal  affairs 
with  difcretion,  fo  that  there  might  be  no  want  in 
his  family,  in  his  abfence,  of  either  commendable 
employment  or  necefliirics.  A  man  of  a  truly  pub- 
lick,  Chriftian  fpirit,  frequently  and  fuv-cefsfully  con- 
cerned in  applying  to  thofe  in  authority,  for  the  re- 
lieF  of  fuffering  brethren,  as  well  as  other  fuffering 
Proteftants,  in  the  time  of  the  troubles  in  Ireland, 
A.  D.  i68g;  being  zealous  to  make  ufe  of  the 
influence  he  had  with  the  government,  for  the  publick 
good. 

He  has  left  behind  him  a  journal  of  his  own  hfe, 
to  w^hich  are  annexed  feveral  epiflles,  and  a  letter  of 
examination  to  all  fuch  who  have  aflumed  the  place 
of  fhepherds,  herdfmen  and  overfeers  of  the  flocks, 
of  people  of  all  forts,  in  Chriflendom,  to  fee  if  their 
accounts  be  ready,  and  what  order  their  flocks  are 
in,  with  a  few  lines  of  good  news  to  the  feveral 
flocks,  dated  from  Jamaica,  A.D.  1672,  as  alfo  a  paper 
concerning  offerings  to  God  in  prayer  and  fuppH- 
carion,  which  is  here  inferted  from  his  journal,  and 
recommended  to  the  obfervation  of  thofe  w^hom  it 
concerns,  viz. 

The  offerings,  that  are  acceptable  to  God,  muft 
be  offered  in  righteoufncfs,  and  with  clean  hearts  and 
lips,  for  the  Lord  is  pure  and  holy,  and  will  be  fanc- 
tified  of  all  that  come  near  him,  and  his  worfhip  is 
in  fpirit  and  in  truth;  wherefore  prayer,  fupplication, 
and  addrefl^es  to  God  being  a  fpecial  part  of  his 
worfliip,  mufl  be  performed  in  fpirit  and  truth,  with 
a  right  underflanding,  feafoned  with  grace,  and  with 
the  word  of  God,  ev^en  as  the  facriiices  under  the  old 
covenant  w^ere  to  be  brought  and  offered  in  clean 
veiiels,  feafoned  with  kilt  and  with  fiie :  fo  all,  now 
under  the  new  covenant,  who  approach  fo  nigh 
Qod^  as  to  offer  an  offering  in  prayer,  mufl  have 
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their  hearts  fprinkled  from  an  evil  confcience,  and 
their  bodies  WcUhed  in  clean  water,  and  n>a6lified  with 
the  word  of  God,  and  their  fenfes  feafoned-  with  his 
grace  and  fpirit  in  divine  underftanding,  and  mufi: 
offer  that  which  is  found  and  pertinent,  which  the 
fpirit  makes  known  to  be  needful,  whofe  interceliion 
is  acceptable,  as  a  fweet  fmelling  facrifice  in  the 
noflrils  of  God,  and  a  favour  of  life  unto  life,  and  of 
death  unto  death,  though  in  fighs,  groans,  or  few 
words,  being  found,  pithy,  and  fervent.  For  the 
Lord  knows  the  mind  of  the  fpirit,  that  makes  inter- 
cefTion  to  him,  who  hears  and  gracioufly  anfwcrs." 
Lev.  xxi.  6.  xxii.  20,  32.  Deut.  xxxtii.  19.  Pfalm 
Ixxiii.  13.  Mark  ix.  49,50.  Lev.  ii.  13.  Hcb.  x.  22. 
Rom.  viii.  26,  27. 

"  And  now  all  are  to  be  careful,  bath  what  and 
Iiow  they  offer  to  God,  who  will  be  fan6i:ified  of  all 
that  come  near  him,  and  is  a  confuming  fire,  who 
confumed  Nadab  and  Abihu  that  offered  f{:rana[e  fire, 
though  they  were  of  the  high  priefii's  line.  And 
there  may  be  now  oHerings  in  prayer  and  fupplication, 
in  long  repetitions  of  many  words,  in  the  openings 
of  fome  divine  illuminations,  with  a  mixture  of  heat 
and  paffion  of  the  mind,  and  zeal  beyond  knowledge, 
and  in  this  heat^  paifion  and  forward  zeal,  run  on 
into  many  needlefs  words  and  long  repetitions,  and 
fometimes  out  of  fupplication  into  declaration,  as 
though  the  Lord  wanted  information  ;  fuch  want  the 
divine  underftanding,  and  go  from  the  bounds  and 
limits  of  the  fpirit,  and  will  of  God,  offer  what  comes 
to  hand,  (like  that  forced  offering  of  king  Saul, 
which  Samuel  called  foolifli,  and  the  flrange  fire  and 
forced  offering,)  and  lavifh  all  out,  as  it  there  were 
no  treafury  to  hold  the  Lord's  treafures,  that  may 
open  and  v.prefent  to  view  at  times,  for  their  own 
benefit ;  fq  fuch  ia  the  end  coming  to  poverty  and 
wanty-fit  dov\^n  in  the  dry  ^nd  barren  ground  :  where- 
fore all  are  to  know  their  treafury,  aud  treafure  up 
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the  Lord's  openingSy  and  try  the  fplrit  by  which  they 
offer,  that  ihcy  may  know  the  Lord's  tried  gold, 
and  not  mix  it  with  drofs  or  tin,  and  know  his  ftamp, 
heavenly  image  and  rupeifcription  ;  and  not  counter- 
feit, WHile,  or  lavifli  it  out,  but  mind  the  Lord's 
dirtfrioub,  who  will  call  all  to  an  account,  and  give 
to  every  one.  according  to  their  dced^,  and  all  the 
churches  fhall  know,  that  he  fearches  the  heart  and 
tries  jthe  reins."  Dcut.  iv.  24.  Lev.  x.  1,2,  Heb. 
xii.  29.  1  Cor  xiv.  17.  1  Sam.  xiii.  12,  13.  Ifa. 
L  IK   Mat.  xii.  35.    Rev.  iii.  18.  ii.  23. 

As  under  the  old  covenant,  there  was  the  Lord's 
fire,  that  was  to  burn  continually  on  the  altar,  and 
received  the  acceptable  offerings :  fo  there  was 
flrange  fire,  which  was  rejected,  and  the  offering  that 
was  offered  therein.  And  now  in  the  new  covenant 
there  is  a  true  fervency,  heat,  and  zeal,  according  to 
the  true  knowledge  of  God,  in  the  fpirit  and  word  of 
life,  that  dies  not  out,  in  which  God  receives  the 
acceptable  offerings :  fo  there  is  alfo  a  wrong  heat 
of  fpirit,  and  zeal  without  true  knowledge,  that  with 
violence,  through  the  paffion  of  the  mind  and  for- 
wardnefs  of  defire,  runs  into  a  multitude  of  needlefs 
words  and  long  repetitions,  thinking  to  be  heard  for 
much  fpeaking,  but  is  rejc<fled,  and  is  a  grief,  burthen 
and  trouble  to  fenfible  weighty  friends,  who  fit  in  a 
divine  fenfc  of  the  teachings  and  movings  of  the 
Lord's  good  fpirit,  in  which  they  have  fait  to  favour 
wiihal,  though  the  affcdlionate  part  in  fome,  who  are 
not  fo  fettled  in  that  divine  fenfe,  as  to  diftinguifh 
between  fpirit  and  fpirit,  is  raifed  with  the  flafhes  of 
this  wrong  heat  and  long  repetitions,  which  augments 
the  trouble  of  the  faithful  and  fcnfiblC;,  who  are  con- 
cerned for  the  good  and  prefervauon  of  all."  Lev. 
vi.  13 

'  We  read  that  the  prieffs  of  Baal  in  their  offer- 
ings were  earneft,  hot,  and  fierce,  and  cut  themfelves, 
piaking     long  repetitions  from  morning  until  eveu* 
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ing,  fo  kept  the  people  in  cxpe(5l-ition  to  fmall 
purpofe;"  I  Kings  xviii.  26,  28,  29.  but  Elijah 
having  repaired  the  Lord's  altar,  and  prepared  his 
offering,  in  a  few  fenfible  words  [pertinent  to  the 
matter  and  fervice  of  the  day  and  time]  prayed  thus 
in  the  fpirit  aiid  power  of  God,  "  Lord  God  of 
Abraham,  Ifaac,  and  of  Ifrael,  let  it  be  known  this 
day,  that  thou  art  God  in  Ifrael,  and  that  I  am  thy 
fervant,  and  that  I  have  done  all  thefe  things  at  thy 
word.  Hear  me,  O  Lord  !  hear  me,  that  this  people 
may  know,  that  thou  art  the  Lord  God,  and  that 
thou  hufl  turned  i,heir  hearts  back  again,  which  the 
Lord  heard  and  anfweied."  i  Kings  xviii.  36,  yj,  38. 
So  here  a  few  fenfible  words,  with  a  good  under- 
ftanding  pertinent  to  the  matter  [without  ncedlefs 
repetitions]  were  prevalent  with  God. 

'  And  our  Saviour  Chrift  Jefus,  w^hen  he  taught 
his  difciples  to  pray,  bade  them,  "  not  be  like  the 
hypocrites,  or  heathen,  who  ufed  many  repetitions, 
and  thought  to  be  heard  for  their  much  fpeaking. 
Therefore,  faith  he,  be  not  ye  like  unto  them,  for 
your  Father  knov/eth  what  things  you  have  need  of, 
before  ye  alk  him."  Mat.  vi.  7,  8.  And  the  prayer 
which  he  taught,  is  full  of  matter,  and  to  the  purpofe, 
though  comprehended  in  few  words,  and  all  his  dif- 
ciples and  apoRles  are  to  learn  of  him,  and  obferve 
his  diredions,  and  not  the  manner  or  cuftoms  of  the 
heathens  and  hypocrites,  in  this  weighty  matter  of 
approaching  nigh  unto  God  with  offerings,  in  prayer 
and  fupplication. 

^  Our  Saviour  alfo  left  us  a  good  example,  written 
for  our  learning,  when  he  was  under  the  fenfe'of 
driqking  tliat  cup  of  fufferings  for  the  fms  of  all  man- 
kind, and  to  oifer  to  God  that  great  offering  for 
their  ranfom,  he  prayed  in  thefe  words :  "  O  my 
Father,  if  thou  be  willing,  remove  this  cup  from  me, 
iieverthelefs  not  my  will,  but  thine  be  done."  Luke 
x:di.  41,42.    And  in  giving  thanks      thefe  words. 
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*^  I  thank  thee,  O  Father !  Lord  of  heaven  and 
earth,  becaufe  thou  hifl  hid  thefe  things  from  the 
wife  and  prudent,  and  had  reveaied  them  unto  babes, 
even  fo.  Father,  for  fo  it  feemed  good  in  thy  f?ght/* 
Mat.  xi.  25,  26.  And  how  many  more  examples  in 
the  Scriptures  are  on  this  account,  full  and  pertineni: 
to  the  matter,  comprehended  in  few  words,  and  not 
like  the  heathen  in  tedious  repetition?,  who  think  to 
be  heard  for  their  much  fpeaking.  Therefore  all 
who  approach  unto  God  with  their  offerings,  are  to 
be  watchful  and  careful,  both  what  and  how  they 
offer  under  this  adminilLration  of  the  fpirit,  and  dif- 
penfation  of  the  new  covenant. 

*  I  have  travelled  under  a  deep  fenfe  and  concern 
in  this  matter  for  fome  time. 

'  WilUam  Edmundfon.'  . 

"The  lath  of  the  Firll  Month, 
1695. 

He  alfo  wrote  an  epiftle  of  advice  to  friends,  which 
was  publi filed  in  the  year  1701,  containing  vrhole- 
fome  caution  againll  many  fuperfluities  then  creeping 
in,  with  refpedl  to  eating,  drinking,  apparel,  furni- 
lure,  trading  and  farming  ;  to  which  he  fubjoins  fome 
admonitory  hint?  relating  peculiarly  to  the  v.^omen  m 
the  exercife  oF  their  fpiritual  gifts,  whereiu  he  figni- 
ficth,  that  although  in  this  day  that  Chrift  is  repairing 
the  tabernacle  of  David,  raifmg  up  the  ruins  thereof, 
and  refloring  the  church  into  her  ancient  order, 
where  the  wife  hearted  and  infpired  may  work  for 
God  and  their  own  falvarion,  men  their  part,  and 
women  their  part,  by  the  appointment- of  Chrift  the 
great  and  wife  undertaker ;  and  women  ini]ilred  Vv'ith 
the  teflimony  of  J-fus  may  pray  and  prophefy  ;  imd 
even  fuch  faithful  and  approved  women,  who  ..re 
truly  infpired  and  gifted  for  the  work  of  the  miniflry, 
?iay,  as  the  Lord  moves,  go  forth  and  travel  in  hat 
fervice  with  the  unity     faithful  elders  and  brethren^ 
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yet,  that,  as  in  preparing  for  the  tabernacle  of  the 
old  covenant,  the  women  had,  by  the  wifdom  of 
God,  the  eafy  part,  the  needle- work  allotted  to  them, 
being  the  weaker  vtffel,  and  of  weaker  cspacity, 
although  help-meets  in  their  places  to  the  men  ;  fo 
now,  in  repairing  the  tabernacle  of  the  new  covenant 
and  reftitution  of  all  things,  the  infpired  women  have, 
in  general,  the  eafier  part  of  the  work  allotted  to 
them,  (according  to  the  rules  and  inftraclions,  laid 
down,  in  holy  Scripture,  in  the  fecond  chapter  of 
Titus)  fuitable  to  their  temper,  capacity,  and  ability, 
and  the  men  the  harder  labour  in  this  work,  as  tra- 
velling jonrnies  to  publifh  the  doclrine  of  the  king- 
dom of  Chrift,  often  attended  with  hardfhips,  fuffer- 
ings,  perils,  and  temptations  of  divers  forts,  which  in 
general  the  hardy  temper,  capacity,  and  ability  of 
man  is  the  better  adapted  unto.  Thus  does  he  tK- 
prefs  himfeif  concerning  this  matter,  telling  us,  that 
lie  has  fometiiiies  obferved  fome  mifcarriages  and 
fcandals  to  have  befallen  fome,  for  want  of  a  due 
regard  to  the  bounds  and  limits  appointed  by  the 
wifdom  of  Chrifi ;  not  that  he  was  an  enemy  to 
womens  preaching,  as  fome  have  infinuated,  hut 
tender  of  the  glory  of  God,  and  jealous  left  at  any 
time  they  fliould  make  an  ill  ufe  of  the  evangelical 
liberty  of  fpeaking  to  edification,  exhortation,  or 
comfort,  Vvhich  they  enjoy  in  our  Chriftian  fociety. 

To  conclude ;  this  great  and  good  man,  having 
laboured  in  dodlrine  and  difcipline  for  the  good  of 
the  church  above  fifty  years,  according  to  the  ability 
given  of  God,  through  many  troubles,  deep  exercifes, 
and  perils  of  divers  kinds  by  fea  and  land  in  the 
wildernefs,  by  robbers  and  blcod-thirfty  murderers, 
by  open  oppofers  and  enemies  to  truth,  and  worft  of 
all,  by  falie  brethren  under  the  fame  profeffion,  was 
inade  at  length  to  triumph  in  him  in  whom  he  had 
believed,  faying,  as  he  often  did  in  his  old  age,  that 
the  Lord  was  his  fong  and  his  ftrength  j  and  having 
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run  the  Chriflian  race  and  kept  the  faith,  departed 
this  life  in  peace  with  God,  unity  wirh  his  brethren, 
and  good-will  to  all  mankind,  in  the  Sjch  year  of  his 
age,  and  57th  of  his  minifl:rj\ 

The  following  is  a  genuine  epidle  of  the  faid 
W.  E.  written  in  his  old  age  to  his  friend,  and  fcilow- 
labourer  in  the  gofpel,  George  Rooke  in  Dublin,  on 
occafion  of  an  intended  journey  of  theirs  to  the  north 
of  Ireland,  from  which  his  ficknefs  appears  to  have 
prevented  him. 

Tenele,—   1704. 

«  Dear  Friend  G.  R. 

'  I  received  thy  kind  letter  per  R.  S.  by  which  I 
nnderftand  thy  purpofe  in  the  will  of  God  to  vide 
friends  in  the  North  the  next  week,  if  the  increafe  of 
my  illnefs  do  not  let. 

^  Nov.',  dear  George,  I  mufl  take  notice  of  thy  care 
and  kindnefs  for  and  towards  me ;  yet  the  public 
fervice  for  the  Lord  and  his  people  mufL  be  preferred 
before  all,  in  which  point  it  is  to  be  doubted  many 
are  behind-hand  in  their  day's  work  ;  and  as  to  the 
prefent  affli^lion  I  lie  under,  it  is  very  uncertain,  orAy 
to  the  Lord,  which  way  it  may  turn,  for  it  hangs  in 
the  balance  of  ups  and  downs  ;  but  through  the 
Lord's  mercies,  and  friends  prayers,  my  fliarp  afflic- 
tions are  mitigated  wiihin  the  compafs  of  my  w-eak^ 
abilides,  and  efpt^cially  in  the  night-feafons,  v/hich 
are  made  fomething  eafy,  and  friends  daily  vifirs  of 
love,  from  fcveral  places,  is  refrefliment  in  the  Lord 
Jefus  ;  and  as  to  that  of  defiring  to  fee  me  in  Dublin, 
I  can  fay  with  a  goad  heart,  I  am  clear  of  them  all, 
and  I  hope  of  the  blood  of  all  men  in  the  fervice  of 
the  Lord  and  my  generation  ;  and  I  well  remember 
l^hen  I  was  at  Dublin  laft,  in  the  public  meeting, 
being  filled  with  the  power  anJ  fpirit  of  the  Lord 
Jefu3  Chrill,  in  which  many  heavenly  principles  vrere 
clgfel^*  fpoke  to,  in  the  authority  of  which  I  told 
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them,  as  at  many  other  times,  I  was  clear  of  all  their 
tranfgreffions,  if  f  flionld  never  fee  them  there  again  ; 
for  1  have  not  fhunned  to  declare  the  whole  counfel 
of  the  Lord  as  he  was  pleafed  to  reveal  it  to  me, 
and  he  is  flill  fnpporting  oyer  both  the  frowns  and 
fmiles  of  the  fpirits  of  this  world  in  the  teftimony  of 
truth  and  faith  of  Jefus,  which,  by  the  Lord's  allift- 
ance,  I  have  kept  through  many  oppofitions  and  con- 
tradi£lions  of  divers  kinds :  and  what  have  I  now  to 
do  of  my  day's  work  f  my  outward  parts  grow  feeble, 
but  bleiled  be  the  Lord  of  my  abilities,  in  the  main  I 
am  as  ftrong  as  ever,  and  long  and  defire  before  all 
things  to  be  diffolved  from  this  old,  decayed  houfe 
of  clay  into  my  lot  of  reft,  which  the  Lord  hath 
appointed  for  me,  where  all  the  clamours  of  the  un- 
faithful to  God,  and  falfe  to  their  own  profelled 
faith  and  principles,  cannot  reach  me. 

*  And  now,  m,y  trufly  friend,  thou  knoweft  my 
inclination  was  to  have  borne  thee  company  to  the 
North,  to  vifit  friends  Vvhere  my  firfi:  labours  ia 
truth's  fervice  were,  and  where  my  firft  fufferings 
were,  and  to  have  taken  my  leave  of  them  in  the  love 
of  God,  and  fweet  communion  and  comfort  of  his 
holy  fpirit,  as  I  did  vvith  friends  of  Munfter,  laft  at 
Clonmeh  where  we  had  a  fweet  comfortable  parting 
in  that  which  is  over  death  and  the  grave  ;  but  being 
put  by,  I  defire  my  true  love  in  the  Lord  Jefus 
Chrift  may  be  "remembered  to  all  true-hearted,  faith- 
ful friends  and  brethren  ;  that  they  may  know  I  am 
not  afraid  of  death  or  the  grave  ;  with  defires  that 
they  may  fo  fteer  their  courfe,  that  when  the  time 
comes  that  will  overtake  all^  with  comfort  of  fpirit 
to  the  praife  of  God,  they  m.ay  fay,  "  Death,  where 
is  thy  fting  ?"  and  "  Grave,  where  is  thy  vr£lory 
This  is  a  combat  belongs  to  this  warfare :  bleffed  are 
they  that  overcome  ;  in  order  to  which  the  Lord 
gird  you  with  ftrength  and  courage,  and 'with  his 
i^ciric  of  wifdom  and  counfel,  and  of  a  found  mind^ 
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that  in  a  nobk  refolution,  in  the  fear  of  God,  you 
may  (land  firm  for  his  teftimony  in  all  its  branches^ 
as  it  is  received  and  eflablifhed. 

'  Dear  George,  I  fcribble  over  this,  under  great 
infirmity  of  body,  but  hope  it  will  be  accepted.  My 
true  and  hearty  love  is  to  thee,  in  the  Lord  Jefus 
Chrifl,  whether  in  life  or  death,  the  will  of  the  Lord 
be  done. 

*  William  Edmundfon.* 

^efides  other  minlflnng  friends  from  abroad,  Benjamin 
Holme  v/as  here  this  year,  and  fpent  feven  months  in 
this  vifit ;  having  meetings  pretty  frequently  among 
flrangers,  and  being  inftrumental  to  the  convincemenc 
of  feveral  in  this  journey. 

In  fome  part  of  his  travels  he  had  been  accom- 
panied by  John  Burton,  with  whom  having  parted, 
he  went  towards  Londonderry,  accompanied  by 
Patrick  Henderfon,  intending  to  have  had  a  meeting 
in  that  city,  which  the  magiftrates  would  not  permit, 
but  difperfed  thofe  who  came  together ;  whereupon 
Benjamin  wrote  to  the  magiftrates,  fhewing  how  dif- 
agreeable  it  was  to  Chriftianity  thus  to  treat  men  who 
came  to  call  the  inhabitants  unto  repentance  :  alfo  he 
and  Patrick  wrote  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  in 
general,  reminding  them  of  the  late  calamities  they 
had  been  under,  and  of  their  forgetfulnefs  of  God's 
deliverance  of  them,  for  which  ingratitude,  with 
other  provoking  fms,  the  Lord  would  bring  his 
judgments  on  them,  if  they  did  not  timely  repent. 

After  this  our  faid  friends  had  feveral  meetings  .in 
that  county,  and  in  the  county  of  Donnegal,  among 
ftrangers,  as  alfo  in  the  province  of  Connaught. 
Benjamin  alfo  travelled  into  Munfter  twice,  and  had 
feveral  meetings  among  ftrangers,  and  from  thence 
paffed  again,  through  fome  parts  of  Leinfter,  into  Con- 
naught  a  fecond  time,  and  had  feveral  meetings  with 
the  people  in  that  province  :  he  alfo  vifited  thofe.  few 
Vol.  IIL  o 
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friends  that  had  lately  been  convinced  near  Sligo, 
having  a  particular  concern  upon  his  fpirit  to 
flrengthen  and  encourage  chem  to  a  faithful  perfevc- 
ranee  in  the  way  of  life  and  peace. 

In  the  Second  month,  1713,  Benjamin  and  three 
other  friends,  coming  to  Longford,  fct  up  their  horfes 
at  an  inn,  defiring  of  the  landlord  that  they  m.ighc 
have  a  meeting  in  a  room  in  his  houfe,  to  which  he 
cohfenting,    they  went  to  invite  the  people,  and 
acquaint  the  fovereign ;  who  faid  he  had  nothing 
againft  their  having  a  meeting,  but  defired  them  to. 
acquaint  Benjamin  Spann  of  it,   who   was  both  a 
juftice  of  peace  and  miniiler  of  the  parifh.  The  friends, 
confidering  him  as  a  magiftrate,  thought  ir  proper.to' 
fpeak  to  him  ;   accordingly  Benjamin  Holme,  and 
Benjamin  Parvin,  went  to  him  and  told  him,  that 
ihey  had  appointed  a  meeting  that  day  there  at  their 
inn  ;  but  he,  in  a  furious  manner,  told  them  they 
fliouM  have  no  meeting  in  that  town.    B.  Holme 
mildly  told  him  they  did  not  come  to  afk  his  leave, 
but  as  he  was  a  magiflrafe,  to  acquaint  him  with  it, 
and  that  he  might  come  to  it  if  he  pleafed,  and 
pleaded  the  queen's  toleration  for  liberty  of  confci- 
ence,  and  fo  parted  for  that  time.    Their  landlord 
hearing  of  this  their  fuccefs,  being  fomewhat  cowardly, 
faid,  he  durft  not  by  any  means  let  a  meeting  be 
held  in  his  houfe  ;  '  For,'  faid  he,  '  Mr.  Spann  will 
ruin  me.'  Whereupon  B.  Holme  and  B.  Parvin,  went 
to  feek  for  another  place,  but  meeting  with  the  faid 
pried  in  the  (Ireet,  he  attacked  them  afrefli  upon  the 
fame  fubjedl.     B.  Holme,   as  before,  pleaded  the 
queen's  toleration  (but  theprieft,  in  a  furious  manner, 
denied  that  either  man  or  woman  in  England  or  Ire- 
land, could  grant  a  toleration),  and  defu'cd  him  to 
do  as  he  would  be  done  by.    The  priefl:  faid,  '  That 
is  no  rule  for  me      upon  which  they  came  to  an 
argument,  in  which  the  prieft  finding  himfelf  pinched, 
called  for  a  conftable  j  but  no  cpnftable  appearing^ 


PEOPLE   CALLED  QUAKERS.  211 

he  laid  hold  of  B.  Holme  himfelf ;  and,  feeing  the 
gaoler  near,  he  commanded  him  to  take  him  into* 
cuftody,  and  the  priefl  led  him  by  one  arm,  and  the 
gaoler  by  the  other,  till  they  put  him  into  the  dun- 
geon ;  and  after  ufmg  abufive  language,  the  priefl 
alfo  himfelf  hic^  hold  of  Benjamin  Parvin,  and  de- 
livered him  to  the  gaoler,  who  obeyed  his  orders, 
and  put  him  alfo  into  the  fame  place,  where  the  friends 
fat  together  in  great  peace  and  fweetnefs  for  about 
fix  hours ;  and  then  the  gaoler  took  them  into  a  room 
above  ftairs,  where  feveral  friendly  perfons  came  to 
fee  them  ;  and  among  them  one  that  brought  them  a 
difcharge  from  the  pried,  upon  condition  they  fliould 
promife  not  to  come  again,  nor  hold  any  meeting  in 
or  near  Longford.  They  told  him  they  could  make 
no  fuch  promife,  letting  him  know  that  no  true  mini- 
fter  of  Chrift  was  his  own  mafter,  but  muft  anfwer 
the  requirings  of  him  that  had  called  him  into  his 
work  and  fervice;  and  fo  they  parted,  and  were 
locked  up  that  night  in  the  room,  where  they  lay  on 
the  boards  in  their  coats  and  boots.  Next  day  a 
friendly  man,  a  merchant  in  the  town,  fent  them  a 
bed ;  and  B.  Parvin  afked  the  gaoler,  whether  he 
had  any  thing  from  the  juftice  but  his  bare  word; 
he  anfwered,  'No.'  B.  Parvin  told  him,  he  thought 
he  could  not  lawfully  detain  them  above  twenty-four 
hcnrs  without  a  mittimus,  and  that  then  they  would 
demand  their  liberty.  The  gaoler  faid  he  would  go 
and  tell  Mr.  Spann  that,  and  fo  he  did,  and  in  a  fhort 
time  came  again,  and  faid  he  had  a  mittimus.  They 
defired  a  fight  of  it,  and  with  fome  intreaty  got  it, 
and  found  the  tendency  of  it  to  be,  ^  that  whereas 
they  came  in  contempt  of  the  queen's  authority,  by 
force  and  arms,  in  a  hoflile  manner,  to  the  terrifying 
the  queen's  peaceable  fubjefis,  to  hold  a  Quaker's 
meeting  in  the  borough  of  Longford,'  &c.  When 
they  read  it,  they  told  the  gaoler  it  was  falfe,  and 
demanded  of  him  where  their  arms  w-ere  j  and 
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that  it  was  not  they  that  did  contemn  the  queen's 
authority,  but  the  priefl:,  who  had  in  the  open  ftreet, 
before  the  crowd  of  people  that  gathered  about  them, 
denied  that  either  man  or  woman  in  England  or 
Ireland,  could  grant  a  toleration  for  liberty  of  confci-  " 
ence.    The  gaoler  went  to  the  priefl:  and  reported  to 
him  the  t:onverfation  they  had  had,'  and  when  he 
returned  to  them,  he  faid  the  priefl:  wiflied  he  had 
never  feen  them,  who  in  the  evening  of  the  fame 
day,  fent  an  order  under  his  hand  to  the  gaoler  for 
their  liberty ;  whereupon  the  gaoler  told  them,  they 
were  free  from  their  commitment,  but  he  wanted  his 
own  and  the  fheriff's  fees.    They  told  him  they  were 
innocent  prifoners,  and  therefore  they  could  pay  no 
fees.    He  faid  he  would  forgive  them  his  part,  but 
the  (herilF  faid  they  fhould  pay  their  fees,  or  lie  in 
gaol  till  they  rotted,  and  commanded  the  gaoler  to 
turn  them  into  the  dungeon  again  j  which  he  did  not, 
but  gave  them  their  liberty  two  nights,  upon  their 
word  to  return  to  the  gaol  if  the  fheriff  did  not 
acquit  them,  which  he  did  at  lafl:  without  their  paying 
any  fees.  When  B.  Holme  was  fet  at  liberty  from  his 
confinement  at  Longford,  he  went  a  fecond  time  into 
Ulfl:er,  being  accompanied  by  Alexander  Seaton, 
and  they  vifited  divers  places  in  the  county  of  Down, 
as  Dunaghadee,  Newton-Clanobuys,  Cummer,  &c. 
having  large  meetings  among  the  Preflt^yterians,  unto 
whom  they  w^re  drawn  forth,  in  the  love  of  God, 
to  declare  the  way  of  truth.  Our  faid  friend  B.  Holme 
publiflied  this  year  at  Dublin,  *  A  tender  Call  and 
Invitation  to  all  People,  to  embrace  the  offers  of  God's 
Love,  and  to  break  off  from  thofe  things  that  pro- 
voke him  to  anger,  before  the  day  of  their  vifitation 
pafs  over.* 

This  year  (17 13)  it  was  propofed  to  the  national 
meeung  by  friends  of  Ulfl:er,  that  they  apprehended 
it  might  be  of  fervice  to  publifli  fomeihing  concern- 
ing the  univerfal  love  of  God  to  mankind,  and  againft 
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that  erroneous  principle  of  abfolute  predcflination  to 
all  eternity ;  and  accordingly  the  chapter  in  Robert 
Barclay's  Apology,  treating  on  this  fubje6V,  with  a 
preface  to  it  by  John  Chambers,  was  ordered  to  be 
reprinted  to  the  number  of  two  thoufand,  as  alfo  two 
thoufand  of  Alexander  Pyott's  Apology. 

John  Hall,  of  Monkthefelden,  in  the  county  of 
Durham,  was  here  this  year,  and  befides  vifiting 
friends  and  others  in  the  three  provinces,  delivered 
the  following  prophetic  warning*  in  feveral  cities, 

*  As  the  compiler  of  this  hlflory  dcfires  to  difcharge  the  part 
of  a  faithful  hiftorian,  and,  in  the  foregoing  part  of  this  work, 
hath  related  inftances  of  prophetic  declarations,  which  appear  to 
have  been  vifibly  accomplifhed  ;  fo  he  thinks  himfelf  obliged  alfo 
to  relate  fach  declarations  of  this  fort,  whereof  the  vifibie  com- 
pletion hath  not  as  yet  appeared  ;  of  which  kind  is  this  here 
mentioned,  befides  feveral  others  to  the  like  general  purpofe,  viz. 
Intimating  that  God  would  fpeedily  pour  forth  his  judgments 
upon  the  people,  for  their  fins  and  difobedience :  in  reference  to 
which  it  may  be  obferved, 

1ft.  That  the  ancient  Jews,  when  a  prophet  had  foretold  cala- 
mities which  did  not  come  to  pafs,  made  great  allowances  in  their 
cenfurcs  of  that  prophet,  in  confiderations  of  the  great  mercies 
of  God :  concerning  which  we  may  undoubtedly  very  fafely  fay 
with  the  prophet.  Lam.  iii.  2?.  **  It  is  of  the  Lord's  meicy  that 
we  are  not  confumed,  becaufe  his  companions  fail  not.*'  Thus 
though  the  prophet  Jenah  did,  by  divine  direction,  denounce 
deftrudion  on  the  city  of  Ninevah,  and  this  within  the  limited 
time  of  forty  days  ;  yet,  upon  their  repentance,  we  read,  chap,  iii, 
10.  that  "  God  feeing  their  works,  that  they  turned  from  their 
evil  wayB,  repented  of  the  evil  he  had  faid  he  would  do  unto 
them,  and  he  did  It  not."  And,  in  Genefis  xviii.  upon  the 
intercelTion  of  Abraham  with  God,  on  occafion  of  the  denunci- 
ation of  the  deltruclion  of  Sodom,  God  faid,  "  If  there  fhali  be 
found  ten  righteous  perfons  in  the  city,  I  will  not  deftroy  it." 

2djy .  That  the  *  'judgments  of  the  Lord  are  a  great  deep,"  Pfalm 
xxxyi.  6.  And  as  to  prophecies,  even  divers  of  thofe  recorded 
in  holy  Scripture,  it  is  no  new  thing  for  them  to  be  obfcure,  it 
being  allowed  that  many  of  them  have  not  been  underftood  until 
they  were  fulfilled. 

3dly.  If  it  be  fuppofed  that  fome  of  the  perfons  concerned  in 
thefe  declarations  might,  from  their  great  zeal  againft  fin,  con- 
clude that  the  jud<^ments  of  God  were  nearer  to  be  poured  out. 
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towns,  and  villages  in  this  kingdom,  in  the  Second, 
Third,  and  Fourth  months  of  ihh  year,  viz. 

'  My  friends, 
^  I  am  come  in  the  dread  and  fear  of  the  great  and 
Almighty  God,  to  proclaim  the  great  and  terrible 
day  of  the  Lord  amongil  you,  that  is  come,  and 
coming  upon  all  fm  and  wickednefs.  Hafle  to  re- 
pentance, I  beg  it  of  you,  left  the  day  come  upon  you 
at  unawares ;  and  remember  that  you  are  this  day- 
warned  to  the  falvation  of  God  y  and  whether  you 
will  hear,  or  whether  you  will  forbear,  God  will 
be  clear  of  your  blood  ;  and  unto  this  I  am  concerned 
to  add,  that  a  terrible  and  grievous  plague  God  will 
fend  into  this  your  land  and  nation,  that  (hall  fweep 
away  thoufands  of  its  inhabitants  ;  they  fhall  lie  dead 
in  their  houfes,  and  dead  in  the  ftreets  ;  there  fhall 
fcarcely  be  a  people  living  found  willing  to  bury 
them,  their  ftench  fhall  be  fo  great.  Oh  repent  and 
turn  from  your  evil  ways,  that  God  may  ihew  you 
mercy.' 

Signed  by  ^  John  Hall.* 

upon  an  ungrateful  and  rebellious  people,  than  they  really  were, 
this  will  be  no  objection  againft,  but  an  argument  for,  preferving 
&  record  of  this  fort,  even  as  an  inftrudlivelefTon  of  humility,  fear, 
and  caution,  efpecially  to  fuch  who  may  apprehend  themfelves 
authorifed  to  publifli  any  thing  concerning  the  determinations  of 
Providence  :  which  undoubtedly  over-rules  the  various  fucceflions 
of  peace  and  war,  plenty  and  fcarcity,  ficknefs  and  health, 
difpenfed  unto  nations  according  to  adorable  wifdom  ;  which 
difpenfations,  though  they  may  be  often  very  myfterious  to  fhort- 
lighted  frail  man,  and  though  the  punifiiments  due  to  fmful  na- 
tions and  particular  perfons,  may  not  be  apparently  and  fuddenly 
inflided  in  this  life,  yet  inafmuch  as  the  dodrine  of  rewards  and 
punifiiments  in  a  ftata  of  futurity,  when  every  man  fiiall  be  judged 
according  to  his  works,  is  now  revealed,  publifiied,  and  univcr- 
fally  received,  it  behoves  us  in  the  mean  time  to  exercife  pa- 
tience and  fubmifiion  to  the  divine  will,  land  reft  aflured  that  the 
time  haffcns  when  thofe  who  "  obey  not  the  gofpel  of  Chrifl,  fiiaU 
l^e  punifiied  with  everlafting  deftruilion,'*  according  to  2  ThelT.  i. 
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Accounts  were  given  frdm  Ulfler,  that  there  was  a 
great  opennefs  to  hear  truth  declared  in  many  places 
in  that  province  ;  and  more  flirrings  in  the  minds  of 
people  to  receive  truth  than  for  fome  time  paft  ;  and 
that  fome  were  convinced,  efpecially  in  fome  parts  of 
the  county  of  Derry,  near  Dunclaudy,  and  near 
Sligo  and  Scarnegirah  ;  and  that  there  were  a  few 
near  Monaghan  convinced,  who  held  a  meeting  for 
the  worfhip  of  Almighty  God. 

Upon  a  reprefentation  and  complaint  offered  from 
one  of  the  provinces  to  the  National  meeting,  in 
the  Ninth  month  this  year,  that  fome  under  our  pro- 
felTion  are  too  much  captivated  vv'ith  the  love  of  earthly 
things,  and  more  earnefl  in  the  purfuit  of  the  riches 
and  greatnefs  of  this  world,  than  of  the  heavenly 
treafiire  that  would  enrich  their  fouls  unto  life  eternal ; 
and  that,  in  the  prefent  time  of  outward  eafe  and 
plenty,  there  is  as  much  need  as  ever  for  friends  to 
be  heartily  and  zealoully  concerned,  againfl  thofe 
things  that  tend  to  draw  into  the  w-orld,  or  a  liberty 
from  under  the  crofs ;  advice  and  caution  was  given 
forth  from  the  faid  National  meeting,  that  friends,  in 
this  day  of  outward  tranquillity,  might  not  be  eager 
in  laying  hold  of  opportunities  of  launching  into 
great  things  in  order  to  get  riches,  or  to  the  en- 
dangering the  properties  of  others  ;  and  it  was 
defrred  that  every  monthly  meeting  might  infpefl  into 
thefe  things. 

This  year  died  John  Chambers,  a  native  of  Scot- 
land^ who  fometimes  travelled  abroad  in  the  work  of 
the  gofpel,  yet  his  moft  continued  fervice  and  labour 
was  in  Dublin,  where  he  rcfided  about  fixteen  years, 
the  friends  of  which  city  have  given  an  ample  tefli<! 
fnony  concerning  him  to  the  following  purpofe  : 

*  He  was  one  whom  it  pleafed  the  Lord  to  vifn 
very  early,  in  order  to  prepare  and  fan^lify  him  as  a 
chofen  vcffcl  for  his  fervice  ;  and  whilfl  but  a  youtb^ 
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to  endue  him  with  a»  gift  in  the  miniftry ;  in  which, 
being  faithful,  he  grew  and  became  fkilful  in  the  word 
of  righteoufnefs  and  myfleries  of  Chrifl's  kingdorti ; 
and,  having  a  difpenfation  of  the  gofpel  committed 
to  his  truft,  a  neceffity  was  upon  him  to  preach  the 
fame  in  the  love  of  Chrill  which  conftrained  him 
thereunto,  and  he  freely  miniftered  of  the  gift  he 
had  received,  according  to  the  ability  God  gave,  as 
a  good  fteward  and  fervant  to  many  for  the  Lord's 
fake,  labouring  for  the  falvation  of  fouls  ;  but  more 
particularly,  he  was  zealoufly  concerned  that  thofe 
who  had  known  God's  gracious  vifitation  to  their 
fouls,  mighty  in  an  efpecial  manner,  beware  of  an 
inordinate  love  and  defire  after  the  lawful  things  of 
this  world,  left  thereby  the  good  feed  fhould  be 
hindered  from  bringing  forth  fruit  to  perfection.  He 
was  earneft  with  fuch  who,  having  been  defcended  of 
godly  parents,  that  had  ferved  the  Lord  faithfully, 
and  been  honourable  in  his  church,  were  of  pretty 
orderly  converfafion  among  men^  and  had  a  clean 
and  plain  outfide,  and  a  form  of  religion  by  education, 
that  they  ftould  not  truft  in  thefe  things,  but  be 
earneftly  concerned  to  feek  after  God  for  ihemfelves, 
that  they  might  witnefs  the  waihing  of  regeneration 
and  circumcifion  of  the  fpirit,  that  they  might  be 
Ifraelites  indeed,  Jews  inward,  and  the  feed  of 
Abraham  by  faith  in  Chrift  Jefus,  and  fo  fucceed 
their  parents  in  the  line  of  righteoufnefs.  He  was 
very  helpful  to  friends  upon  many  occafions,  having 
good  natural  endowments,  fanCtioned  by  the  infpiration 
of  the  Almighty,  whereby  he  was  well  qualified  not 
only  for  doClrinc,  but  alfo  for  difciplinein  the  church, 
and  to  ftand  in  defence  of  tlie  truth  againft  oppofers. 
He  was  fharp  in  reproof  to  wilful  and  obftinate 
fmners,  but  when  any  had  flipped,  through  weak- 
nefs  or  fudden  temptation,  and  were  truly  humbled 
under  godly  forrow  for  the  fame,  he  was  very  tender 
tovvard  them,  in  order  to  their  reftoration.  Hq 
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departed  this  life  in  peace,  in  the  thirty-ninth  year 
of  his  age. 

This  year  alfo  died  Sarah  Baker,  alias  Peyton, 
born  at  Dudley  in  Worcefterfhire,  on  whom  it 
pleafed  the  Lord  to  beflow  a  gift  in  the  miniflry  when 
about  the  age  of  twenty-one,  in  the  exercife  of  which 
having  laboured  both  at  home  and  in  Ireland  and 
America^  Ihe  afterwards  was  married  to  Samuel 
Baker,  an  honeft  friend  ofthecityof  Dublin,  where 
flie  refided  for  the  mofl  part  of  the  remainder  of  her 
time,  and  was  very  ferviceable  to  truth  and  friends 
in  many  refpe^ls ;  being  devoted  to  the  fervice  of 
God,  and  a  diligent  labourer  and  fellow  helper  with 
her  brethren  in  the  gofpel ;  and,  in  the  authority  of 
Chrifl:  Jefus,  who  had  called  her  into  that  fervice, 
did  freely  and  frequently,  in  larger  and  leiler  affem- 
blies,  preach  and  teach  the  things  concerning  the 
kingdom  of  God,  and  the  redemption  that  is  in  his 
Son  Chrifl  Jefus,  in  whom  male  and  female  are  one,^ 
and,  as  a  faithful  mother  in  Ifrael,  was  carefully 
concerned,  not  only  to  feed  the  babes  in  Chrifl,  but, 
as  furniflied  by  him,  to  give  unto  the  houfhold  in 
general  a  portion  of  meat  in  due  fcafon,  rightly 
dividing  the  word  of  truth  committed  to  her,  and 
fpeaking  the  fame  faithfully,  that  ihc  might  be  clear 
in  the  fight  of  God  of  the  blood  of  all  men.  She 
pften  mourned  for  Sion's  fake,  and  for  the  abomi- 
pations  committed  in  the  land,  pouring  forth  fervent 
fupplications  unto  God  the  Father,  in  the  name  of 
his  beloved  Son  Chrifl  Jefus,  for  the  profperiiy  of 
his  church,  and  tranquillity  of  the  nations  ;  and,  as 
one  fkilful  in  lamentation,  would  invite  others  there- 
unto, that  both  male  and  female  might  mourn  apart, 
firfl  for  themfelves,  and  then  for  others.    She  had 
alfo  good  fervice  in  womens  meetings,  being  a  diligenc 
follower  of  good  works,  in  relieving  the  poor  and 
Vifiting  thefick  and  affli6led  in  body  or  mind.  When 
outward  abilities  declined,  her  inward  flrength  was 
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renewed,  and  her  lamp  being  trimmed,  did  burn 
clearly,  through  the  fupply  of  heavenly  oil,  to  the 
conclufion  of  her  time  ;  and  at  her  departure  fhe  had 
the  comfort  of  an  evidence  of  peace  with  the  Lord, 
and  that  a  crown  of  righteoufnefs  was  laid  up  for 
her. 

The  Sixth  month,  this  year,  died  queen  Anne, 
during  whofe  reign  friends  peaceably  enjoyed  their 
meetings  for  the  worfliip  of  Almj'ghty  God  ;  and  now 
king  George,  through  the  good  providence  of  God, 
fucceeded  to  the  throne  of  thefe  realms,  who  foon 
manifefled  his  mild  dilpofition  towards  Proteflant 
dilTenters,  fo  as  not  in  the  leafl  to  impair  the  tole- 
ration allowed  them  by  law. 

Indeed  the  publick  tranquillity  was  greatlv  inter- 
rupted (1715)  by  the  apprehenfions  of  the  dellru6i:ion 
and  ruin  that  threatened  us,  through  the  rage  of  fome 
reHilefs  people,  difaffecled  to  the  king  and  government, 
\vho  r?tifed  a  rebellion  in  Scotland,  being  animated 
with  expeciation  of  foreign  affiftance,  whofe  couiifels 
were  blafled,  and  their  progrefs  effeclually  (lopped 
through  the  mercy  of  Providence  :  and  as  hi  that 
time  of  great  affliction  Friends  were  calm  in  their 
foirits,  and  fliew^d  true  aife£lion  to  the  Proteftant 
inierefl:,  and  peac-  of  the  nation,  it  was  well  accepted 
by  the  government,  wdiich  hath  fince  been  demon- 
•  ftrated  in  feveral  inflances,  particularly  in  their  ex- 
empting us  from  the  penalties  we  had  been  liable  to, 
for  our  confcientious  refufal  of  fighting  and  fwearing, 
of  which  hereafter. 

In  the  mean  time  the  following  addrefs  was  drawn 
up  on  the  above  mentioned  occalion,  and  prefented ; 
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^  To  Charles  Duke  of  Grafton,  and  Henry  Earl  of 
Gahvay,  lord's  juftices,  and  chief  governors  of 
Ireland. 

^  The  humble  Addrefs  of  the  People  called  Quakers, 
from  their  National  half-year's  meeting  held  in 
Dubhn,  the  loth  of  the  Ninth  month,  1715. 

'  May  it  pleafe  the  lords  juftices, 

^  The  many  and  great  privileges  continued  unto 
us  under  the  king's  mild  and  favourable  government, 
a.nd  thofe  in  authority  under  him,  more  efpecially 
that  we  have  liberty  peaceably  to  worfliip  Ahuighty 
God,  according  as  he  hath  perfuaded  our  confciences, 
we  efteem  great  blejfllngs,  and  lay  us  under  great 
obligations  of  humility  and  thaiikfulnefs,  firffc  to  God 
and  then  to  the  king,  for  the  fame. 

^  The  king  having  been  pleafed  to  place  you  chief 
governors  of  this  kingdom,  we  take  leave,  in  our 
plain  way,  to  congratulate  you  upon  your  fafe  arrival 
here,  and  to  alTure  you  that  we  are  well  affected  to 
king  George  and  the  prefent  government,  and  have 
a  juft  detellation  and  abhorrence  of  all  confpiracics, 
plots,  and  rebellion  againfl  the  king  and  government ; 
and  that  as  it  hath  been  our  declared  principle  as 
well  as  pra6lice,  ever  fmce  the  Lord  called  us  to  be 
a  people,  to  live  peaceably  and  behave  dutifully  toward 
thofe,  whom  he  hath  placed  in  authority  over  us,  fo, 
by  divine  afliftance,  we  are  refolved,  according  to  our 
duty,  to  demean  and  behave  ourfelves  towards  the 
king,  and  thofe  in  authority  under  him. 

*  And 'as  we  are  a  people  liable  to  fufferings  for 
our  tender  confciences  towards  God,  we  intreat,  that 
if  any  fuch  thing  fliould  attend  us  under  your  admini- 
ftration,  you  will  be  pleafed  favourably  to  admit  us 
to  lay  our  fullering  cafe  before  you,  in  order  to  feck 
for  redrefs. 
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«  We  fincerely  pray  to  Almighty  God,  that  he  may 
endue  your  hearts  with  divine  wifdom  fo  to  govern, 
that  virtue  and  piety  may  be  encouraged,  and  the 
contrary  retrained,  that  fo  his  bleffing  may  attend 
you  here  in  this  hfe,  and  eternal  happinefs  in  that  to 


come. 


Signed  in  behalf  of  faid  meetings  by 


George  Rook, 
John  Hoop, 
John  Barcroft 
^Nicholas  Harris 
William  Sandwith 
Thomas  Will  Ton 
Nicholas  Lock 
William  Richardfon 


Gabriel  Clark 
John  Dennis 
Jacob  Fuller 
Thomas  Ducket 
Richard  Sealy 
Thomas  Lightfoot 
Amos  Strettell 
EU  Crocket.' 


This  year  Thomas  Wilfon  and  feveral  other  friends, 
by  approbation  of  the  National  meeting,  went  over  to 
attend  the  fervice  of  the  Yearly  Meeting  at  London, 
as  ufual ;  and  at  this  time  with  a  particular  view  to^ 
join  friends  of  England,  in  foliciting  further  eafe  with 
r:(pc£t  to  the  affirmation,  fome  friends  having  been 
great  fulFerers,  by  reafon  they  could  not  make  ufe  of 
the  affirmation  in  the  form  it  then  was.  fSec  the  year 
1696). 

Bcfides  other  friends  of  the  miniflry,  Thomas  Story, 
from  Pennfylvania,  was  here  this  year,  who  had  feve- 
ral meetings,  not  only  among  friends,  but  ftrangers, 
and  for  the  moll  part  without  interruption,  except  at 
Kilkenny,  where  great  oppofition  was  given,  as  will 
appear  in  the  following  narrative,  which,  becaufe  it 
a!fo  furnifhes  divers  inil:ru6live  and  entertaining'  re- 
marks, I  here  inlert,  as  it  (lands  in  the  faid  Thomas 
Story*s  journal. 

'  They  (at  Kilkenny,  17 16)  had  exerci fed  their  vio- 
lence and  diilurbance  upon  Elizabeth  Jacob  once,  and 
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another  time  upon  Margaret  Hoare  and  Abigail 
Craven,  and  hindered  the  meetings  ;  which  friends 
had  bore  for  peace  fake,  without  any  complaint  to 
the  government ;  but  now  they  proceeded  more  vio* 
lently,  for  as  we  were  met,  according  to  appointment^ 
on  the  twenty-feventh  of  the  Twelfth  month,  17 '4, 
about  the  fecond  hour  after  noon,  and  many  of  the 
towns  people  with  us,  fome  time  after  I  had  flood  up, 
in  came  Arthur  Webb  and  Robert  Shervington,  and 
made  difturbance,  bidding  me  to  be  filent,  and  the 
people  to  difperfe.    I  did  not  mind  them  for  fome 
time,  but  went  on,  till  they  had  fo  difturbed  the 
meeting  that  the  people  were  not  in  a  condition  to 
hear,  and  then  I  flopped  and  aiked  v/ho  they  were, 
and  by  what  authority  they  did  that :  they  anfwered, 
they  were  the  church-wardens.    I  replied,  that  the 
church-wardens,  as  fuch,  had  no  bufmefs  with  us, 
or  power  to  hinder  us,  and  defired  them  to  defifl, 
and  fit  dowm  quietly  as  others  did.    They  feeing  that 
would  not  frigjit  us,  as  they  had  imagined,  then  be- 
gan to  fpeak  to  particulars  of  their  own  fort,  threatening 
them  with  the  bifliop's  court,  and  excommunications^, 
and  fuch  like  frightful  things,  and  began  to  take  fome 
names  in  writing,  which  fome  being  afraid  of,  went 
out,  but  the  greateft  part  flayed,  and  fome  were 
much  troubled  at  the  fpoiling  of  the  meeting,  for  it 
had  begun  well ;  but  the  envy  of  fatan,  and  the  pride 
of  ungodly  men  rifing  higher,  whilft  we  were  at  this 
work,  in  came  one  Jofeph  VVorley,  one  of  the  mayor's 
ferjeants  at  m.ace,  and  a  conflabie,  with  a  warrant, 
and  I  being  Hill  (landing,  and  fometimes  exhorting 
the  people  as  well  as  1  could  in  fuch  difturbance, 
they  bad  me  come  down  and  go  with  them,  for  they 
had  a  warrant  from  a  juftice  of  the  peace  to  appre- 
hend me,  and  difperfe  the  meeting.    Then  I  faid,  wc 
wcrp  well  known  to  be  an  innocent  people,  readily 
fubje£l  to  government,  either  aclively  or  paflively ; 
but  defired  ihem  to  have  a  little  patience,  till  I  had 
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cleared  myfeJf  among  the  people;  and  they  did  not 
fec-m  very  forward  to  take  me  away,  till  fome  of  the 
fuperior  perfeciuors  towards  the  door,  cried  out, 
'  How  well  do  you  execute  your  warrant  ? '  And 
then  they  took  me  and  Edward  Cowper,  Henry 
Ridgway,  and  John  Harris,  away  in  cullody  up  to 
the  juftice's  hsufe,  but  he  would  not  be  fecn,  being 
much  troubled  that  he  had  figned  the  warrant,  it 
having  been  ready  drawn  by  Robert  Connell,  the 
bifhop's  regifter,  and  fent  to  the  juflice  by  the 
bifliop,  defiring  him  to  fign  it,  which  he  had  done 
with  great  reluclancy.  They  then  took  us  from  place 
to  place,  to  find  a  juflice,  but  none  cared  to  fee  us ; 
till  at  laft  we  were  brought  before  the  mayor,  and 
this  Connell,  who  being  one  of  the  aldermen,  was 
alfo  a  juftice  of  the  peace  for  the  city,  ex  officio.  They 
were  a  little  rough,  and  pretty  high  upon  us,  but 
the  Lord,  for  whofe  name  and  caufe  we  were  there, 
kept  us  over  their  fpirit  and  power.  John  Boles, 
John  Lackey,  Samuel  Watfon,  Thomas  Pirn,  John 
Pim,  jun.  and  other  friends,  continuing  the  meeting, 
and  many  of  the  people  with  them ;  the  officers  alfo 
brought  away  thefe  friends  lafl  named,  before  the 
mayor  at  the  fame  time.  They  charged  us  with  a 
riotous  and  unlawful  afTembly;  I  told  them,  they  them- 
felves  did  not  beheve  it  to  be  a  riotous  afTembly ;  and 
there  were  many  witnefTes  that  we  were  peaceable,  till 
the  churchwardens  and  their  officers difturbed  us.  Then 
Robert  Connell  himfelf  confefTed  we  were  not  making 
any  diilurbance,  but  faid  it  was  an  unlawful  afTembly, 
the  aci:  of  toleration  in  England  not  extending  to 
Ireland.  I  anfwered,  that  a6l  being  for  the  liberty 
of  the  fubje^l,  extended  every  where  in  Ireland,  and 
other  countries,  where  the  fubjeifls  of  England  are 
fettled  under  the  crown  of  England.  Then  they 
demanded  fecurity  for  our  appearance  at  the  affizes, 
and  for  our  good  behaviour  in  the  mean  time.  We 
told  them,  we  were  not  of  ill  behaviour,  and  there- 
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fore  needed  not  to  be  bound  ;  but  feeing  their  wicked 
dcfign,  we  all  refufed ;  they  then  wrote  a  mittimus, 
pretending  to  fend  us  to  gaol ;  but  at  lall  they  told 
us  we  might  go  where  we  pleafed ;  only  they  charged 
us,  upon  pain  of  what  Ihould  follow,  not  to  have 
any  more  meetings  there,  for  if  we  did,  they  would 
take  more  fevere  meafures  widi  us.  Then  they  having 
a  full  bottle  of  wine  upon  the  table,  would  have 
given  us  fome,  but  we  all  refufed  it,  at  which  they 
were  angry,  and  fo  we  left  them,  and  went  down  to 
Thomas  Dale's  at  the  Swan,  where  many  of  us 
lodged,  and  pretty  many  friends  being  together  there 
after  fupper,  we  concluded  to  have  another  meeting 
next  morning,  and  fome  friends  were  appointed  to 
give  notice  to  the  mayor,  fome  to  the  judices,  fome 
to  the  foldiers,  and  fome  to  the  people  of  the  town. 

'  28th.  The  next  morning,  about  nine,  we  went 
to  this  fecond  meeting,  where  the  people  did  noz 
gather  much  till  about  ten,  and  I  had  flood  up  about 
half  an  hour,  when  in  came  the  fame  church-wardens, 
and  made  the  lik."  dillurbance  as  before,  taking 
names,  and  threatening  the  people  with  the  biihop's 
court  and  excommunication,  frightning  fome,  but 
moll:  did  not  feem  to  mind  them,  and  1  went  on  for 
fome  time,  till  alfo  came  two  of  the  mayor's  ferjeants 
at  mace,  and  conftables,  and  a  great  mob  after  them, 
and  they  commanded  me  to  be  filent,  and  the  meet- 
ing to  difperfe.  Some  of  the  meaner  fort  went  out  of 
the  houfe  as  fall  as  they  could,  being  fearful ;  but 
many  (laid  to  fee  the  iffue,  and  they  taking  me  into 
cultody,  I  went  w^th  them,  but  they  took  no  other 
friend.  The  mayor,  this  alderman  Connell,  and 
fome  others,  being  together,  I  was  had  before  them 
without  any  warrant ;  they  were  very  angry,  and 
gave  me  fome  threatening  language.  I  told  them, 
they  were  not  to  infult  the  king's  peaceable  fubjecls, 
nor  exercife  their  own  paQions  upon  them  ;  but  if  I 
had  broken  any  law,  I  was  fabjed  to  the  law,  either 
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actively  or  pailively,  and  if  they  a£^ed  without  law, 
they  alio  were  puniihable  by  the  law.  They  were 
very  angry  flill,  and  the  mayor  laid,  I  had  alTembled 
myfelf  with  others,  contrary  to  law,  and  demanded 
fecurity  for  my  appearance  at  the  next  aflizes,  the 
Cxteenth  of  next  month,  at  the  city  of  Kilkenny,  and 
in  the  mean  time  to  be  of  good  behaviour.  Then  I 
faid,  '  What  law  have  you  here  in  Ireland  againfl 
our  meetings  ? '  The  mayor  faid,  '  There  is  no  law 
for  them  here  ;*  then  faid  I,  '  There  is  none  againfl 
them ;  and  where  there  is  no  law,  there  is  no  tranf- 
greffion  ;  and  the  a^l  of  toleration  in  England  gives 
us,  as  well  as  all  others  the  king's  Proteftant  dilTenting 
fubje^s,  liberty  every  where  in  his  dominions.  Then 
they  wrote  a  mittimus  as  foUoweth,  viz. 

*  City  of  Kilkenny,  fs.    By  John  Birch,'  Efq. 

Mayor  of  the  faid  city,  and  Robert 
Connell,  Efq.  one  of  his  Majefty's 
Juftices  of  the  Peace  for  the  laid 
city. 

'  We  herewith  fend  )-ou  the  body  of  Thomas  Story, 
he  unlav.iully  alTembling  himfelf  with  feveral  other 
perfons,  and  refufmg  to  find  fufEcient  fecurity  for  his 
appearance  next  affizes,  and  for  his  good  behaviour, 
and  him  in  fafe  cuftody  to  keep,  till  thence  difcharged 
by  due  courfe  of  law ;  and  for  fo  doing  this  fliall 
be  your  warrant.  Given  under  our  hands  and  feals 
this  twenty-eighth  day  of  February,  1716. 

^  John  Birch,  Mayor^ 
*  Robert  Coanell.* 

*  To  the  Keeper  of  his  Majefty's 
gaol,  of  the  faid  city,  Thefe.' 


*  Here  is  a  copy  alfo  of  the  warrant,  viz. 
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^  Com  Kilken.  e:.  ?  ^,  *  By  Ebenezer  Warren,  Efq. 
Com.  Civic.  Kilken.  j  ^'    one  of  his  Majedy's  juflices 

of  the  Peace  for  the  laid 

counties. 

*  Whereas  complaint  hath  been  made  unto  me,  that 
a  fet  of  people  called  Quakers,  are  riotoufiy  aiTembled, 
thefe  are  therefore  in  his  Majeflv's  name,  to  will  and 
require  you,  and  every  of  you,  on  fight  hereof,  to 
difperfe  the  faid  Quakers,  and  in  cafe  of  reiiftance 
or  refufal,  to  apprehend  the  b^xiies  of  the  feveral  per- 
fons  fo  refullng  or  refilling,  and  them  fo  apprehended  to 
bring  before  me  or  feme  other  of  his  majcfly's  juiiices 
of  the  peace  in  the  faid  counties,  to  be  dealt  with 
according  to  law,  whereof  fail  not  at  your  peril,  and 
for  fo  doing  this  fhali  be  your  warrant.  Given  under 
my  hand  and  feal  this  27th  day  of  February,  1716. 

*  Ebenezer  Warren.' 

^  To  the  fereral  Confhbles  and  OfHcers, 
ia  and  through  the  faid  Counties/ 

*  This  juftice  Warren  having  all  along  in  parliament 
(for  he  was  a  member)  been  friendly  and  klad  to 
friends  in  all  their  concerns,  and  being  inadvertently 
precipitated  into  this  affair  by  the  bHhop,  we  were 
better  fatisfied  that  we  had  this  fecond  handle  tj  pro- 
ceed upon,  than  to  have  any  occafion  for  his  name  in 
the  contefl ;  and  fo  I  was  fent  to  the  common  gaol  of 
the  town,  among  thieves  in  irons,  where  I  frayed  not 
long  in  the  cuftody  01  the  gaoler,  till  Anthony  Blunt, 
the  fherifF  of  the  city,  a  very  civil  young  man,  and 
loyal  to  king  George,  came  to  me,  and  (hewed  his 
refentm.ent  fufl&ciently  at  their  doings;  for  he  not 
only  called  for  the  mittimus,  that  we  might  have  a 
copy  of  it  (which  the  gaoler  had  refufed,  being  an 
Irilh  papiil)  but  left  it  in  my  own  hand  till  he  re- 
turned, going  immediately  to  fome  of  the  juitices 
(Warren  t  iv  one)  to  have  their  opinions  and  concur* 
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rence  in  taking  me  to  his  houfe,  which  he  readily 
had,  and  accordingly  took  me  with  him,  and  pro- 
vided me  a  very  great  room  in  his  houfe,  and  agree- 
able accommodations,  to  the  difappointment  of  that 
great  epifcopal  envy  thus  levelled  againfl  me.  All 
this  I  obferved  to  be  the  Lord's  doings,  for  the 
furtherance  of  the  gofpel  and  his  own  glory,  and  the 
Lord  was  with  me  i'n  a  good  degree,  to  my  great 
comfort  and  only  fure  help. 

*  On  the  Sixth  and  Seventh  days  came  friends  from 
feveral  parts  to  fee  me,  and  many  flayed  in  town  till 
the  Firfh-day,  being  the  third  of  the  Firfl  month, 
and  in  the  forenoon  we  had  a  meeting  in  the  flieriff's 
houfe,  where  his  wife  (a  very  good-natured  fober 
woman)  and  family  were  prefent,  and  many  of  the 
neighbourhood.  We  had  a  good  open  time,  wherein 
I  had  an  opportunity  to  cxpofe  Antichrift  and  his 
minifters,  which  I  am  apt  to  think  went  to  the  bifhop's 
cars,  as  it  did  quickly  through  the  town,  the  people 
wondering  at  our  boldnefs,  not  knowing  our  foun- 
dation. 

'  4th.  The  next  day  I  went  to  take  the  air  in 
the  late  duke  of  Ormond's  gardens  there,  and  fome 
friends  with  me,  and  feveral  people  came  to  us,  and 
among  others  fome  French  Proteftants,  and  an  Irifh 
papift ;  who  feemed  friendly,  and  repeated  fome 
verfes  againft  fuch  as  feemed  to  be  religious,  but 
aimed  at  nothing  but  promotion  and  worldly  honour 
and  glory  by  it.  I  gueifed  what  he  was,  and  gave 
him  the  following  lines,  which  he  took  on  a  piece  of 
paper  with  a  pencil : 

Natural  religion  was  fimpIe  firfl  and  plain. 
Tales  made  it  myfl'ry,  offerings  made  it  gain; 
Sacrifice  and  fhows  were  at  length  prepared. 
The  priefls  ate  roaft-beef,  and  the  people  (lar'd# 
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*  He  feemed  pleafed  with  the  verfes.  Then  I  told 
him  feme  people's  religion  made  them  worfe  than 
their  natural  temper,  which  could  not  be  right ;  for 
the  end  of  true  religion  is  an  improvement  upon 
nature,  and  refloration  from  the  fall,  even  in  this  life, 
and  rendering  men  more  fociable  and  fafe ;  but  that 
prieftcraft  of  many  kinds,  tending  to  one  evil  end, 
had,  as  to  great  part  of  mankind,  eluded  all  the 
means  hitherto  offered  for  the  help  of  man,  and 
made  a  prey  of  him  inftead  of  that  aid  defigned  ;  for 
though  there  is  nothing  more  plain  than  religion  in 
its  native  fimplicity,  yet  the  prieils,  the  better  to 
effect  their  own  defigns,  had  invented  abundance  of 
lying  myfteries  to  confound  and  amufe  the  people, 
and  perfuaded  them  that  offerings  of  many  kinds 
were  effentials  of  religion,  which  offerings  were  ever 
at  the  priefl's  difpofal,  and  for  his  gain  and  advantage; 
and  taking  advantage  of  the  natural  propenfity  of  the 
people  to  admire  tricks  and  fliows,  much  of  thac 
had  been  invented  to  gull  the  people,  fetting  them  a 
gazing  at  fhows  which  are  of  no  value,  whilfl  the 
cunning  priefts  eat  up  the  roafl,  for  they  dearly  love 
to  have  the  ruling  of  it,  and  in  whatfoever  they 
differ,  in  this  they  all  agree,  with  feigned  words  to 
make  merchandize  of  the  people ;  and  how  to  have 
them  for  their  own  gain,  and  promotion  is  the  great 
bone  of  contention,  which  will  ever  continue  till  the 
people  receive  the  Lord  Jefus,  and  turn  to  his  light 
and  grace  as  their  true  teacher. 

'  In  the  mean  time,  as  we  were  at  this  fort  of 
converfatibn,  in  came  juftice  Warren,  alderman  Had- 
dock, and  Clark,  the  colle£i:or  of  the  king's  cuftoms, 
and  fome  others,  and  entering  into  converfation  with 
us,  fome  told  them  of  the  verfes,  and  defired  me  to 
repeat  them,  which  I  did,  to  their  fatisfaftion ;  and  by 
degrees  they  fell  to  difcourfe  upon  my  confinement, 
which  they  all  did  with  confiderable  refentmcnt,  and 
fome  of  them  obferved  that,  to  make  a  fhow  now 
after  the  people  h?.d  talked  fo  broad  in  the  ftreets, 
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the  mayor,  and  that  party,  had  fhut  Up  the  tnafs* 
houfes,  which  before  had  been  connived  at ;  and  alfo 
how  angry  they  were  with  our  meeting  the  day  be- 
fore, but  could  not  help  themfelves,  fince  I  being  a 
prifoner,  could  not  be  hindered  from  fpeaking  to  fuch 
as  came  to  me :  and  very  friendly  they  were. 

*  In  the  mean  time  in  came  the  mayor  and  alderman 
Connell  in  a  great  chafe,  which  was  heightened  to 
fee  thefe  perfons  with  me  converfmg  fo  friendly  to- 
gether.     Their  bufmefs  was  to   perfuade  juftice 
Warren,  alderman  Haddock,  and  whom  they  could 
befides,  to  join  with  them  to  fend  me  out  of  the 
county,  from  conllable  to  conftabie ;  for  I  becoming 
very  burthenfome  to  them,  they  had  fallen  upon  this 
contrivance  to  get  rid  of  me ;  and  their  power  ex- 
tending no  further  than  the  town,  they  could  not 
fend  me  out  of  the  county,  but  out  of  the  town  only, 
and  then  they  feared  I  would  come  in  again  imme- 
diately>  but  if  out  of  the  county^  being  fome  miles, 
it  is  probable  they  imagined  I  would  not  take  the 
pains ;  but  in  this,  inflead  of  helping  themfelves, 
they  were  worfe ;  for  as  they  advanced  towards  us, 
I  began  to  fpeak  to  thefe  perfons  with  me,  above- 
named,  concerning  the  grounds  upon  which  ray  adver- 
faries  built  all  this  their  ftrudlure,  viz.  upon  a  fuppo- 
fition  that  the  toleration  a6i:  extended  not  to  Ireland  ; 
but  I  told  them  they  were  miftaken,  for  all  men  by 
nature  are  free,  till  that  freedom  is  taken  away^ 
either  by  policy  or  force.  Some  penal  laws  then,  made 
by  an  antichriftian  policy,  and  applied  by  tyrannical 
force,  having  obflrufted  the  liberty  of  the  fubjefls 
of  England  for  a  time,  yet  that  liberty  was  not  de- 
ftroyed,  but  that  force  being  removed^  liberty  revived, 
and  turned  into  her  natural  channel ;  for  there  are 
many  ftatute  laws  in  England,  wherein  though  there 
are  new  forms  and  claufes  of  enabling,  yet,  in  reality, 
are  not  initiatory  of  new  matter,  or  new  laws,  or 
privileges  never  before  claimed  or  enjoyed  by  the 
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people  of  right ;  but  declaratory  only  of  rights  and 
privileges  in  polTcffion  by  them  and  their  anceftors 
before,  endangered  by  evil  counfellors  to  kings  and 
princes,  who,  for  tlieir  own  advancement  in  favour, 
are  too  frequently  the  wicked  inftruments  of  tyrannical 
and  enfljving  counfels,  where  they  meet  with  any 
degree  of  propeniity  in  the  tempers  of  th-^ir  princes 
bialling  them  that  way ;  and  (of  like  nature  is  this 
a6l  of  toleration  in  England)  which  native  rights  and 
privileges  all  Englifhmen  carry  along  with  them  into 
all  regions  of  the  world,  where  they  fettle  under  the 
regimen  of  the  crown  of  England,  now  upon  a  very 
worthy  head,  who  declares  for  liberty  to  all  his  Protef- 
tant  diflenting  fubje£"ts  throughout  his  dominions  the 
world  over,  and  that  indulgence  they  now  enjoy  every 
where  but  here.  The  a^l  of  toleration  then  extends  to 
Ireland,  America,  and  all  the  king's  dominions,  being 
in  its  nature  declaratory,  not  only  of  Englifli,  but 
alfo  of  gofpel  liberties,  and  which  we  now  infift: 
upon  againft  the  unjuft  force  of  fuch  as  oppofe  them- 
felvcs  here ;  and  that  this  is  and  ever  hath  been  the 
mind  of  the  king  and  his  predecefTors,  fmce  that  law 
was  made,  is  plain,  by  extending  that  liberty  and 
indulgence  here,  as  likewife  to  all  his  Englifh  do- 
minions ;  and  not  only  thus,  but  the  king  hath  given 
us  his  royal  word  for  his  protection,  upon  feveral 
addreffes  on  fundry  occafions,  and  particularly  upon 
one  from  our  Lift  Yearly  meeting  at  London,  the 
twenty-fixth  day  of  the  Third  month,  1716;  and 
another  fmce  from  our  laft  National  meeting  at  Dublin 
here  in  Ireland,  to,  which  he  was  pleafed  to  anfwer 
in  thefe  words,  viz.  I  thank  you  for  the  aflurance 
of  duty  and  alfeftion  to  my  perfon  and  government 
contained  in  this  addrefs,  and  you  may  always  depend 
upon  my  proteCiion.'  I  myfelf  being  prefent  with 
many  more  when  the  king  received  us  with  this  firft 
addrefs  in  his  own  bed-chamber  :  fo  great  was  his 
vondefceniion  and  regard  to  his  loving  and  peacea^ble 
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fubje(^s.  But  it  feems  the  mayor  and  magiflrates 
here  think  it  their  interefl  to  infill:  upon  an  opinion 
quite  of  another  nature,  at  the  hazard  of  what  may 
follow  ;  for  you  may  afTure  yourfelves,  we  are  as 
jealous  and  tenacious  both  of  our  gofpel  and  natural 
liberties,  as  any  body  here  can  be  bent  to  deprive 
us  of  them. 

'  This  being  finifhed,  the  mayor  and  his  party^ 
fliewed  a  great  deal  of  rancour,  but  could  not  help 
themfelves,  and  immediately  after,  the  mayor  and 
Connell  made  application  as  aforefaid  for  affiflance; 
for  their  envy  had  m,ade  them  both  mad  and  blind ; 
bu-  inflead  of  that,  the  jullice  at  "once  refufed  it, 
and  told  them  he  had  done  too  much  of  this  drudgery 
for  them  already,  and  would  do  no  more,  but  would 
leave  them  to  their  own  mieafures.  This  vexed  them 
heartily,  and  occafroned  fome  more  words,  which 
were  pretty  hot  on  both  fides,  till  the  juftice,  and 
the  reft  that  were  for  the  king  and  indulgence,  afked 
them  how  they  came  to  connive  at  fo  many  malTes  in 
view,  and  be  fo  furious  upon  the  king's  friends  and 
peaceable  fubjeds.  ^  And  pray,  Mr.  mayor,'  faid  he, 

*  what  notice  have  you  taken  of  the  feditious  fermon 
you  heard  yefterday  in  the  afternoon  in  the  litde 
church  ?  You  can  hear  fuch  with  pleafure,  whilft 
you  treat  thefe  loyal  fubjefis  with  fo  much  fevere 
ufage.  Did  you,  fir,  demand  that  perfon's  notes, 
and  bring  him  to  account  for  ii:  ?'    Said  the  mayor, 

*  That  was  my  lord  bifliop's  bufmefs,  not  mine.'  '  If 
that  was  not  your  bufmefs,  being  a  matter  of  religion, 
pray  how  comes  it  to  be  fo  much  your  bufmefs  to 
meddle  with  thefe  people,  who  have  given  you  no 
ether  occafion  but  about  their  religious  opinions ;  to 
\yhich  they  have  equal  right  and  liberty  with  all  other 
his  majefty's  Proteftant  difTenting  fubjedls,  and  are 
much  more  ufeful  to  the  government  than  fome  you 
connive  at  s  and  pray  from  whom  arifes  the  commoa 
danger?-   '  ^ 


PEOPLE  CALLED  (^AKfiRlS.  ' 


^  We,  hearing  them  thus  far,  and  things  rifin^ 
"higher  and  higher,  thought  befl:  to  withdraw  and 
leave  them,  the  difpute  turning  favourably  on  our 
fide,  and  fo  we  did :  but  in  the  evening  the  fherifF 
told  me  that  they  ended  in  heat  j  and  that  the 
mayor  and  alderman  Connell,  finding  they  could  not 
have  any  aid  of  the  others,  were  refolved,  as  they 
pretended,  to  fend  me  out  of  the  town  next  morning 
by  the  conftables,  and  that  if  I  came  again,  they 
would  put  me  in  the  flocks.  I  told  him  I  did  not 
fear  them,  let  them  run  the  length  of  their  chain  ; 
for  though  they  thought  to  frighten  me  with  their 
threats,  I  knew  the  laws  better  than  they  imagined, 
and  that  they  could  not  do  it,  but  by  illegal  violence. 

'  5th.  But  the  next  day  the  mayor  was  much 
<:ooler,  and  intending  to  go  out  of  town  the  day 
following,  to  meet  the  judges  at  Wexford  (being  de- 
puty clerk  of  the  crown),  he  took  up  the  mittimus, 
^nd  fent  me  word  by  the  fherifF,  that  I  was  at  liberty, 
and  might  go  when  and  where  I  pleafed  5  and  faid 
alfo,  that  he  would  not  have  done  w'hat  he  had  done 
againfl  us  but  that  the  clergy,  as  one  man,  greatly 
urged  him  to  it;  faying,  they  had  thought  him  a  man 
for  the  church,  but  to  find  him  fo  remifs  in  fupprefTuig 
the  Quakers,  looked  quite  otherwife  :  and  added, 
that  for  his  own  part  he  did  not  care  what  meetings 
we  had,  but  intended  to  get  out  of  the  way  of  it,  and 
leave  alderman  Connell  in  his  place  (as  he  ought  of 
courfe)  till  he  returned^  hoping  all  would  be  over 
in  his  abfence. 

'  Upon  this  meffage,  I  told  the  fherifF  that  they 
had  conimitted  me  publickly  by  a  mittimus  till  the 
affizes,  as  if  I  had  done  fome  heinous  crime,  and 
as  on  the  one  hand  I  could  not  accept  of  a  private 
difcharge,  fo  on  the  other,  this  difcharge  was  not 
legcd,  which  was  an  indication  they  were  either  igno- 
rant or  arbitrary ;  for  they  ought  to  have  returned 
Cheir  proceedings  before  the  judges,  that  the  matter 
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might  be  heard  at  the  affizes ;  but  in  a  cafe  of  dif. 
charge  before  that,  it  ought  to  have  been  by  a 
liberate  in  writing,  under  their  hands  and  feals,  or  of 
fomc  other  juftices,  and  therefore  I  remained  with 
the  flierifF ;  which  difpleafed  my  adverfaries  worfe 
than  before,  ard  heightened  their  rage. 

'  Many  friends  vilited  me  from  divers  places,  and 
on  the  Seventh  day  (being  the  9th  of  the  Firfl  month) 
came  fome  from  neighbouring  places,  and  confider- 
ing  together  of  a  meeting  next  day,  we  fpoke  to  the 
fame  perfon  about  the  fame  place  we  had  before,  and 
he  readily  granted  it.  So  all  was  prepared,  as  fears, 
&c.  and  notice  was  given  by  fome  friends,  to  alder- 
man Connell  (now  deputy  mayor)  and  the  juftices,  * 
of  what  we  intended,  bu*  he  laid  he  would  diiperfe 
Vi«^  again,  and  that  we  (hould  not  have  any  meeting 
there ;  howevt  r  we  went  to  meeting,  and  though  I 
had  fome  things  in  my  mmd  to  fay  in  the  meeting, 
before  I  found  the  proper  time  to  fcand  up,  one  of 
the  church- wardens  came,  and  foon  aher  the  mayor's  , 
ferjeant  at  mace,  commanding  the  people  to  difpcrfe, 
and  the  church-wardens  took  their  names,  and  threat- 
ened the  people  with  the  bifliop's  court.  Then  I 
rcafoned  the  cafe  a  little  with  the  conftables  and  fer- 
jeants,  and  they  feemed  troubled  that  they  were 
put  upon  ufmg  us  fo,  but  could  not  help  it, -being 
under  authority  ;  and  after  awhile  I  went  with  them, 
having  firfl  made  fome  remarks  on  things  to  the 
people,  and  they  put  me  in  gaol  the  fecond  time, 
where  I  was  hardly  well  entered,  till  they  brought 
William  Brookneld  of  Dublin  thither  alfo  ;  for  fome 
friends  from  thence  coming  to  fee  me,  and  he  among 
others,  and  the  meeting  continuing  after  they  had 
brought  me  away,  William  had  flood  up  to  fpeak, 
and  fome  of  the  conilables  took  him  down  and  brought 
him  to  us. 

*  We  had  been  in  prifon  but  a  fmall  time  till  the 
flierifF  came  and  took  us  home  t©  his  houfe,  where 
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the  other  friends  came  to  us,  after  the  meeting  was 
over,  which  they  held,  notwithllanding  all  the  dif- 
turbance,  till  it  regularly  ended. 

'  But  the  deputy  ma\or  being  cpme  from  his  wor<^ 
fliip  fent  for  me  before  him,  and  feemed  very  angry, 
and  aiked  me  how  I  came  to  appoint  another  meet« 
ing,  being  in  cullody  ?  1  hen,  faid  the  (heriff,  '  Sir, 
the  gentleman  was  not  in  cufiody,  for  Mr.  Mayor 
took  up  the  mittimus  before  he  went  out  of  town, 
and  told  me  he  was  at  liberty,  only  be  would  not  go 
out  of  the  town  till  he  himfelf  thought  fit,  being  free, 
as  he  apprehends,  to  go  or  (lay,  at  his  own  election.* 
Then,  faid  I  to  the  deputy  mayor,  thefc  proceedings 
are  very  arbitrary,  what  have  I  done  now  to  defcrve 
imprifonment  ?  '  Did  not  I  tell  you,  fir,'  faid  he,  '  that 
I  would  difperfe  you,  (for  1  had  met  him  in  the 
ftreet  as  we  went  to  meeting)  and  that  you  fhould 
have  no  meeting  here  ?'  '  It  is  true,'  faid  I,  '  but  fi'ice 
there  is  no  law  ajainfl  our  meeting;,  thou  hadft  no 
right  to  fay  fo,  nor  was  I  obliged  to  take  notice  of 
it,  being  without  law ;  but  befides,  the  gofpel  muft 
be  preached,  and  God  mufl  be  worlhipped  according 
to  his  own  appointment,  whoever  will  make  laws  to 
the  contrary,  or  apply  an  unjuft  and  illegal  force  to 
reftrain  it.' 

'  Then  faid  one  of  the  ferjeants  to  the  deputy 
mayor,  '  Sir,  this  gentleman  faid  nothing  in  the  meet- 
ing, he  was  not  preaching ;  and  immediately  he  laid 
hold  on  that  to  get  rid  of  us,  (for  he  wanted  his  din- 
ner, then  flaying  for  him)  and  faid,  '  I  cry  mercy, 
I  thought  you  had,*  and  fo  difmift  me ;  but  before 
we  parted,  1  told  him  that  although  he  had  ufed  us 
fo  ill,  I  had  a  fecret  apology  in  my  mind  for  him,  and 
yet  could  not  bepofirive  whether  he  deferved  it;  and 
that  was,  I  conjectured  that  he  did  not  a6l  altogether 
from  a  native  fpring  of  diilike  in  his  own  mind,  but 
as  excited  by  feme  other  perfon  or  perfons,  for  fome 
other  reafons  than  perhaps  he  cared  to  exprefs  or 
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own  ;  upon  this  hq  told  us ^  he  had  no  enmity  againfl: 
Friends,  but  had  upon  occafion  forgiven  fome  of 
them  fees  (being  regifler.of  the  bilhop's  court)  to 
the  vakie  of  ieven  pounds ;  and  fo  we  were  difmifl 
without  any  further  conditions. 

'  About  three  in  the  afternoon  we  went  to  meet- 
ing again  in  the  fame  place,  and  the  bifhop*  hearing 
of  it,  and  walking  in  the  Thoifel,  faid  to  one  of  the 
ferjeants,  if  we,  met  again  he  would  have  them  put 
us  in  the  (locks,  till  he  came  from  church  ;  but  being 
fat,  many  people  came  to  us,  and  the  Lord,  who  , 
never  fails  nor  forfakes  his  own,  was  with  us,  to  our 
great  comfort,  whiid  envy  and  rage  tormented  our 
enemies.    I  had  fomeihing  to  fiiy,  and  had  gone  on 
feme  time,  the  people  being  greatly  defirous  to  hear, 
and  very  ftill,  and  fatisficd  with  what  they  heard,  till 
in  came  the  comlables  and  ferjeants  again,  but  fb 
faintly,  and  with  apologies,  that  they  could  hardly 
touch  me ;  but  after  fome  time  one  of  the  ferjeants 
named  the  biiTiop  to  be  concerned  in  it,  which  I  laid 
hold  of,  and  told  the  people  we  were  not  ignorant  all 
this  time  Vv'ho  was  at  the  bottom,  but  now  they  heard 
plainly  it  was  the  biiliop  ;  and  after  fome  further  re- 
marks, viz.  that  as  our  Lord  faid,     Some  of  you 
ihall  Satan  call:  into  prifon,"  was  now  fulfilled  ia 
us ;  for  though  that  evil  one  could  not  cafl  any  itito 
prifon  by  himfelf,  as  he  is  a  wicked,  deilroying 
Ipirit;  yet  as  ungodly  and  wicked  perfecutors  are  ex^ 
cited,  hurried  and  inlligated  to  that  evil  work  by 
Satan,  he,  as  the  firfl:  mover,  is  faid  to  do  it ;  fo 
that  they  might  plainly  fee  on  what  bottom  they  were 
who  thus  abufed  us ;  and  the  people  (nay  even  many 
of  the  Papifls  who  came  thither  to  hear  and  £ee)  were 
generally  difpleafed  with  them,  and  the  truth  reached 
them  through  our  works  and  patience,  and  cxpofed 
our  enemies  to  the  jufl:  cenfure  of  all. 

Sir  Thcma^  Veft-y. 
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'  The  ferjeanrs  and  conflables  taking  me  away, many 
of  the  people  followed,  caUing  our,  ^  Shame,'  and 
blaming  the  magidraces,  but  we  defired  them  to  avoid 
diilurbance,  that  no  advantage  might  be  taken.  The 
officers  became  fo  troubled  and  afhamed,  that  they 
intreated  m.e  to  walk  up  to  my  lodging,  till  the  church 
was  done,  but  I  told  them  I  was  in  their  cuflody, 
and  could  not  go  but  where  they  took  me,  and 
they  went  with  me  to  the  flierirl's  houfe,  where  they 
expreffed  their  great  concern  that  they  fliould  be  i\i 
offices  that  fubje£led  them  to  a£lions  fo  much  againll 
their  inclinations ;  but  the  meeting  continuing  after 
I  was  brought  away,  William  Brookfield  had  a 
good  time,  in  a  fliort  teftimony  among  them  ;  and 
though  forne  conitables  were  there,  they  ftood  with- 
out as  if  they  had  no  mind  to  underlland  or  hear  any 
thing  ;  and  the  meeting  ended  in  order,  and  friends 
were  greatly  comforted. 

'  In  the  evening  the  deputy  mayor  fent  m.e  word 
by  tht  fherifF,  that  he  would  wait  on  me  by  and  by 
at  my  lodging,  about  that  afrernoon's  meeting.  I 
rephed,  that  was  not  fo  proper ;  but  that  if  he  had 
any  thing  more  to  fay,  and  required  it,  I  would  wait 
on  him  where  he  pleafed.  The  flieriff  told  him  what 
I  faid,  and  he  fent  the  fheriff  to  aik  me  if  I  intended 
to  go  out  of  town  the  next  day,  and  if  I  did,  he 
had  no  more  to  fay:  but  if  I  did  not  go  out,  he 
would  put  me  out.  I  replied,  that  if  the  mayor  had 
fent  to  aiTc  me  that  queftion  without  any  threats  an- 
nexed, I  would  have  anfwered  him  freely  and  plainly 
as  to  my  intent,  but  was  not  to  be  frightened,  being 
at  my  own  liberty  to  flay  or  go  as  I  pleafed. 

*  This  the  fheriff  told  him,  and  then  he  made  the 
fheriff  take  it  down  in  writing,  which  he  did;  but 
told  the  mayor,  he  would  keep  it  in  his  own  cuffody, 
and  accordingly  fhewed  it  to  me ;  the  mayor,  I 
fuppofe,  thinking  to  make  me  afraid  by  ih'u  poor 
litde  fhift.    Then  1  told  the  flieriffj  1  intended  to 
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go  out  of  the  town  in  the  morning,  to  take  fome 
meetings  in  the  country,  and  return  thither  again  at 
the  aflizes,  the  latter  rnd  of  the  week. 

^  Then  the  flieriff  t(;id  me,  the  bifhop  was  very 
angry  with  him,  and  fo  were  all  his  creatures,  for 
Jetting  me  have  my  liberty,  and  had  fent  for  him  that 
morning,  but  that;  he  would  not  go  till  we  were  gone 
out  of  the  town.  I  told  him  he  had  bed  go  then, 
left  the  bifhop  might  take  fome  advantage,  as  if  he 
did  not  regard  him  ;  but  as  for  us,  we  did  not  fear 
any  thing  he  could  do  to  us.  However  h^  went  not 
ivhilft  we  ftaid,  which  was  till  about  the  eleventh 
hour,  I  going  to  fee  feveral  of  the  aldermen  who 
had  (hewed  us  countenance,  and  alfo  colonel  Warren 
(before  named)  before  we  took  horfe,  and  went 
openly  through  the  greateft  part  of  the  town,  telling 
the  people  on  every  occafion,  I  intended  to  fee  them 
again  at  the  affizes,  as  on  the  Firft-day  evening.  I 

had  told  •  Sandford,  the  colonel's  fon-in-law, 

whom  they  had  put  into  the  bifhop's  court  on  this 
occafion,  when  he  afked  me  about  it,  which  he  ap- 
proved much,  '  becaufe/  fai.d  he,  *  ih^y  want  only 
to  be  rid  of  you,  being  fuch  a  torment  to  them  by 
'flaying,  that  they  do  not  know  what  to  do,  and 
would  have  you  away  at  any  rate ;  but  when  they 
know  you  intend  to  come  again  at  the  alGzes,  it  will 
perplex  them  the  more.' 

'  We  fet  forw^ard  about  eleven,  on  the  i  ith  of  the 
Firft  month,  and  feveral  friends  being  in  company, 
in  comparing  things,  we  found  we  had  all  had  a  (hare 
of  the  burthen^  but  were  very  eafy  and  comfortable 
in  our  fpirits,  concluding,  that  as  we  had  come  laden 
thither,  and  left  our  burthen  behind,  it  was  gone 
upon  thofe  who  had  oppofed  truth,  and  would  be 
tieavier  and  heavier  on  them,  till  they  funk  under  it. 
Or  yielded.  And  fo  we  faw  the  hand  of  the  Lprd  in 
the  whole,  and  rejoiced  together  in  him :  and  thac 
day  1  went  home  with  Edward  Cooper. 
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titb.  '  The  next  day  wc  had  a  meeting  at  Samuel 
Watfon's,  which  was  a  large  open  meeting,  and 
other  people,  as  well  as  friends,  were  fatisfied. 

13th.  '  The  day  following  we  had  anorh:;r  meeting 
at  Cariow,  which  was  alfo  well  filled  with  people  of 
feveral  forts,  and  they  were  very  quiet  and  f  >ber  in 
time  of  filence.  I  had  taken  cold  in  the  tranra(ftions 
at  Kilkenny,  and  upon  that  had  taken  a  fit  of  the 
loofcnefs,  incident  to  ilrangers  in  the  ccunrry  of 
Ireland,  which  had  weakened  me  as  to  my  natural 
ftrength ;  but  the  Lord  ilrengthened  me,  fo  as  to 
make  me  inftrumental  to  deliver  many  things  to  edifi- 
cation, information,  and  comfort,  and  it  was  a  good 
meeting  to  fome,  and  the  people  were  generally 
fatisfied,  and  fome  much  pleafed  ;  that  night  I  went 
home  with  John  Lackey,  about  a  mile  from  Cariow, 
back  towards  Kilkenny,  where  I  was  well  entertained, 
and  had  fome  things  proper  for  my  diftemper.  as  I 
had  had  the  day  before  at  my  friend  Samjjel  Watfon*s. 

14th.  *  The  day  following  being  wet  and  ftormy, 
I  ftaid  here  till  the  afternoon,  and  Edward  Cooper 
coming  from,  his  houfe  on  purpofe,  1  went  home  with 
him  that  evening,  where  I  ftaid  till  the  i6th  (being  the 
Seventh  of  the  week)  and  Patrick  Henderfoii,  Samuel 
Braithwait,  Edward  Fawcet,  and  Paul  Johnflon  coming 
from  Dublin,  we  went  together  (and  fome  others), 
to  Kilkenny,  to  fee  what  they  had  to  fay  to  me  at 
the  affizes,  to  which  I  had  been  committed  by  the 
mittimus  aforefaid,  not  thinking  it  honourable  in  the 
truth  to  take  liberty  by  word  only,  lefl  being  abfenr, 
they  might  pretend  1  had  given  them  the  flip,  to 
which  I  had  no  temptation  from  firft  to  lafi:. 

*  In  our  way  we  fell  in  upon  the  road  with  feme 
perfons  going  to  town,  and  one  ot  them  oiieringfome 
difcourfe  about  religion,  I  perceived,  after  a  while, 
he  was  a  Roman  Catholick  ;  and  after  fome  other 
points  we  came  upon  that  of  tranfubftantiation.  He 
'Urged  the  words  cf  Chrift,  where  he  faid  concerning 
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the  bread,  "  Take,  eat  ye  all  of  it ;  this  is  my  body* 
which  is  broken  beforeyou  (Mark  xiv.  22,  23,  24) 
and  again  concerning  the  cup,  "  This  cup  is  the  New 
Teftament  in  my  blood  which  is  flied  for  you,  &c." 
This  hefaid  was  fo  plain  and  diftindl,  that  there  could 
be  no  miftake  in  it,  "  This  is  my  body,  this  cup  is 
the  New  Teftament,  &c."  I  aniwered,  '  This  is  a 
figurative  fpeech  :  this  bread  fignifies  my  body,  which 
fliall  fliortly  hereafter  be  broken  for  you  ;  and  this 
cup  (that  is  to  fay,  the  wine  or  liquor  contained  in  it) 
fymbolizesor  fignifies  the  New  Teftamentin  my  blood ; 
for  if  it  were  a  proper  fpeech,  without  any  figure,  many 
abfurdities  would  follow  againfi:  both  fenfe  and  reafon  j 
whereas  Chrift  and  his  apoftles  fuit  their  doflrine  and 
miracles  to  both  ;  for  in  working  of  miracles,  if  the 
fenfes  were  not  infallible  (as  they  are  concerning  their 
proper  objects,  where  the  fenfe  is  not  impofed  upon 
by  falfe  mediums,  or  any  depravation  in  iifelf ;  for 
all  mankind  will  conclude  a  man  to  be  a  man  at  firft 
light,  though  they  may  exprefs  that  thing  (or  man) 
by  different  names,  as  a  man,  viz.  anthropos^  bomo^Szc) 
then  it  could  not  be  certainly  known  whether  fuch  a 
thing  as  raifing  the  dead,  making  the  lame  to  walk^ 
opening  the  eyes  of  the  blind,  8zc,  was  done  at  all  j 
and  as  to  reafon,  Chrift  often  ufes  it ;  "  No  man  can 
ferv€  two  mafters,"  &c.  (Matt.  vi.  24).  "  No  maa 
goes  to  build,  but  firlfc  counts  the  coft,"  &c.  (Luke 
xiv.  3 1  J.  He  that  goes  to  war,  firfl  confiders  whether 
he  is  able,  with  ten  thoufand,  to  encounter  his  enemy 
in  the  field  with  tv/enty  thoufand,  &:c.  And  again 
faith  reafon,  It  is  impofTible  that  both  the  body  of 
Chrifl  and  the  bread,  can  occupy  one  and  the  fame 
place,  at  one  and  the  fame  time  ;  for  when  the  body 
is  prefent,  the  bread  muO:  be  abfent  ;  and  when  the 
bread  is  prefent,  the  body  muil  be  abfent.' 

'  And  again,  to  the  fenfes ;  the  apoflle  John  fays 
that,  "  We  have  heard  with  our  ears,  feen  with  our 
eyes,  and  our  hands  have  handled  of  the  good  word 
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of  life,  alluding  to  the  infallible  certainty  of  fenfe  la 
preaching  the  gofpel ;  for  the  life  was  made  manifeft, 
and  we  have  feen  it ;  fo  that  as  certain  as  is  fenfe  ia 
fenfible  fubjefls  and  objects,  fo  certain,  and  yet  more, 
were  and  are  all  the  true  miniders  of  Chrifi:  of  thofc 
faving  and  divine  truths  they  deliver  from  the  fpirit, 
or  clfential  truth  and  life,  manifeiled  in  them  in  its 
own  power  and  virtue,  and  fo  certain  alfo  may  the 
hearer  be  of  the  truth  of  the  miniftry,  by  the  mani- 
feftation  and  anfwer  of  the  fame  fpirit  working  in 
him. 

*  I  further  urged,  that  it  was  a  figurative  fpeech  for 
this  reafon,  becaufe  he  faith,  This  cup  is  the  New 
Teftament.'*  Were  it  of  wood,  (lone,  earth,  or  metal, 
that  cup,  whatever  it  was,  was  the  New  Teftam.ent, 
according  to  thy  and  your  notion,  where  then  is  that 
cup  ?  If  the  cup  be  loft,  then  alfo  is  the  Teftament, 
if  the  cup  be  the  Teftament. 

*  This  was  a  little  pinching,  and  drove  my  antago- 
nifl  to  this  reply ;  viz.  This  fpeech  of  Chrift  hath 
two  parts,  the  firft  is  proper  concerning  his  body,  bu: 
the  fecond  is  figurative  concerning  the  cup. 

*  Thy  reafon  for  the  difference,  pray,  faid  I,  friend  ? 

*  Becaufe  (faid  he)  it  was  impoiTible  to  drink  the 
cup,  but  only  that  which  is  in  it. 

*■  'Tis  a  good  reafon,  faid  I,  friend,  and  holds  as 
well  the  other  way ;  for  if  that  muft  be  figurative 
refpedling  the  cup,  becaufe  of  the  impoiUbility  of 
drinking  the  cup  itfelf  to  common  reafon  ;  even  fo 
for  the  fame  reafon,  deduced  from  the  imxpofTibility  of 
the  thing,  I  juftly  conclude  there  is  no  tranfubftan- 
tiation.  But  if  it  had  been  fo,  then  this,  and  many 
other  like  abfurdities,  would  have  followed,  viz. 
whilft  Chrift  fat  at  table  and  faid,  "  This  is  my  body,'* 
the  body  which  brake  it  and  called  it  his  body  muft 
ceafe  to  be  that  body,  and  the  other  [ihc  bread) 
muft  commence  and  begin  to  be  his  body  (v.'hlch  it- 
was  not  before)  and  be  really  fo  before  he  could  pre- 
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perly  and  truly  call  it  fo,  or  elfc  there  mud  be  many 
(nay  innumerable  fame  bodies)  at  the  fame  lime,  and 
yet  all  but  that  one  body,  which  is  abfard  and  un- 
reafonable. 

'  Again,  if  whilft  Chrift  fat  at  the  table  with  his 
difciples,  they  all  eat  the  whole  entire  Chrill  the 
evening  before  he  was  crucified ;  pray  then  who  was 
left  uneaten  to  be  crucified  the  next  day  ?  and  if  the 
firft  to  whom  he  gave  a  piece  of  bread  had  all  the 
whole  Chrift,  what  remained  for  all  the  reft  ?  I  think 
nothing  at  all. 

'  Then  he  faid,  Chrift  told  the  people,  that  except 
ye  eat  the  flefh  and  drink  the  blood  of  the  Son  of 
Man,  ye  have  no  life  in  you  ;  there  muft  then  be 
fome  way  of  eating  and  drinking  to  make  good  that 
faying,  which  is  alfo  very  plain  in  its  own  nature,  the 
flefh  and  blood  in  a  proper  fenfe. 

'  To  this  I  anfwered,  that  Chrift  did  fay  fo,  and 
the  people  took  him  to  mean  properly,  and  without  a 
figure  as  ye  now  do,  looking  upon  the  impoftibility  or 
the  thing  as  it  really  is  in  the  fenfe  they  and  you  take 
it ;  but  when  they  were  all  oScnded  and  gone,  he 
turned  to  his  difciples  and  explained  it  to  them,  for 
they  feemed  not  rightly  to  underftand  him,  faying, 
will  ye  alfo  leave  me;  to  you  'tis  given  to  underftand 
the  myfteries,  but  to  them  (the  world)  in  parables. 
What  then  was  the  parable,  or  myftery  ?  'tis  the  fpiric 
that  quickens,  the  flefti  profiteth  nothing  ;  and  thus  ic 
is  in  your  own  bible  as  well  as  ours.  I  further  added, 
that  if  therefore  the  bread  were  really  tranfubftan- 
tiated  after  the  words  faid,  and  were  the  true  body 
and  blood  of  Chrift^  and  if  they  eat  and  drank  the 
fame  fiefh  and  blood  which  then  they  beheld,  it 
would  profit  them  nothing. 

'  Then,  faid  he,  *tis  true  the  flefh  and  blood  by 
itfelf,  without  the  fpirit,  does  not  profit ;  but  when 
we  eat  the  flefti  and  blood  together,  we  eat  the  fpirit 
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alfo,  and  th"it  quickens  as  we  e?.t  it.  This  was  a  deep 
fetch,  and  the  lali  (hift,  which  1  anfwered  thus,  viz. 

'  This  cannot  be  ChritVs  meaning,  fur  here  he 
does  not  only  dift^nguifti,  but  divide  between  the 
flefli  and  fpirit ;  'tis  the  fpirit  that  quickens.  Here  is 
the  whole  work  of  quickening  afcribed  to  the  fpirit, 
and  the  fame  that  quickens  ahb  continues  life  in  him 
who  is  quickened  ;  for  from  the  fpirit  came  fleOi, 
blood,  bread,  wine,  and  the  whole  univcrfc-,  and  all 
that  in  it  is,  and  are  all  continued  by  the  fame  fpirit, 
the  fiibftance  of  all  things,  but  the  flefh  prv:.fiteth 
nothing.  Here  it  is  fet  apart  from  the  fpirit,  in  the 
fame  fentence,  and  profiteth  nothing  to  be  eaten;  and 
for  the  further  interpretation  of  this,  obferve  full  the 
words  of  Chrifl  to  fatan,  "  Man  fhall  not  live  by- 
bread  alone,  but  by  every  word  that  proceedeth  out 
of  the  mouth  of  God  the  words  which  procetd  out 
of  the  mouth  of  God  are  fpirit  and  life,  as  faid  the 
Lord  Chrill,  who  is  that  word,  "  My  words  they  are 
fpirit,  and  they  are  life;"  which  wnrds  the  apoflle.s 
knew  by  experience  to  make  them  alive  and  preferve 
them,  as  appears,  fecondiy,  by  the  aufwer  of  Peter  at 
the  fame  time  ;  whither  fhall  we  go  ?  Thou  haft  the 
words  of  eternal  life.  So  that  this  quickening  is  not 
by  this  fo  grofs  and  carnal  eating  and  drinking  here 
imagined,  but  by  receiving  of  the  fpirit  through  the 
words  of  Chrift,  abftra^led  and  apart  from  that  holy 
body,  and  all  other  corporiety  or  body  ;  and  for  the 
further  underftanding  of  fayings  of  this  nature,  ob- 
ferve  that  when  the  difciples  of  Chrift  were  (bowing 
him  the  temple  at  Jerufalem,  and  the  beauty  oF  it,  he 
faid  to  them,  "  Deftroy  this  temple,  and  I  will  raife 
it  up  in  three  days."  The  temple  at  Jerufalem  was 
the  obje(ft  of  their  eyes  and  fubject  of  their  dilcourfe, 
which  gave  them  juft  occafion,  as  men,  to  fuppofe  he 
meant  that  temple  which  they  faid  was  forty  years  in 
building,  and  could  he  raife  it  in  three  days  ?  the^ 
admired  at  his  faying ;   but  yet,  in  the  fequel  of 
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thmgs,  tliey  iinderflood  afterwards,  though  not  at  the 
time,  that  he  fpoke  of  the  temple  of  his  body.  Again, 
in  like  manner,  where  he  faith,  "  1  am  the  vine,  ye 
are  the  branches,"  &c/  This  may  well  explain  that 
other  faying,  1  will  drink  no  more  of  the  fruit  of 
the  vine,  'till  I  drink  it  new  with  you  in  my  Father's 
kingdom ;  which  can  mean  no  other  than  as  his 
coming  in  the  flefli  confecrated  the  way,  and  was  pre- 
vious to  the  coming  of  the  fpirit,  fo  his  drinking  new 
"wine  in  the  kingdom  of  (jod,  miifi:  intend  that  com- 
munity of  fpirit,  intended  in  the  words  of  the  apoflle 
afterwards,  concerning  the  whole  church  ;  We 
have  all  been  mtide  to  drink  into  that  one  fpirit." 
My  opponent  by  this  time  being  weary  of  the  fubje6^:, 
advanced  a  queilion  concerning  the  fpirit  itfelf,  viz. 

'  How  do  you  know  tl^at  fpirit  from  another  fpirit, 
fmce  fatan  is  transformed  into  an  angel  of  light,  may 
it  not  be  that  evil  one,  and  not  the  fpirit  of  ChriO:  ? 

*  I  replied,  that  the  divine  eflential  truth  is  felf-evi- 
dcncing,  that  the  quickened  foul  is  aifured  of  him  by  his 
own  nature,  and  quickening  power  and  virtue,  as  faith 
the  apoftle,  "  Hereby  we  know  that  he  abideth  in  us," 
1  John  iii.  24.  (or  to  this  efFe£i:)  by  the  fpirit  which  he" 
hath  given  us ;  and  he  that  is  in  a  ftate  of  doubting,  is  in 
a  (late  of  condemnation  and  reprobation,  and  hath  not 
yet  known  the  fpirit,  but  is  yet  in  death  and  darknefs, 
and  ignorant  of  God  and  Chrift,  and  in  fuch,  and  not 
in  the  quickened  or  regenerated,  fatan  is  transformed  ; 
for  fucfi  as  wanted  a  proof  of  Chrifl's  fpeaking  in 
and  by  the  apoftles,  were  by  Paul  referred  back  to 
themfelves ;  "  Know  ye  not  your  own  felves,  how 
that  Jefus  Chrift  is  in  you,  except  ye  be  reprobates  ? 
and  again,  the  fpirit  itfelf  helpeth  our  infirmities, 
with  fighs  and  groanings  which  cannot  be  uttered, 
and  fearcheth  all  things,  even  the  deep  things  of 
God."  By  this  time  we  drew  near  the  town,  and 
then  he  faid,  no  doubt  but  I  had  a  good  intent  in 
what  I  did,  in  travelling  fo  in  the  world  ^  but  faid,.  I, 


^  PEOPLE  CALLED  QUAKERS. 


mufl:  have  fome  good  confiderations  for  ir,  (meaning 
as  their  priefls  have,  gold  and  filver)  and  mentioned 
about  three  hundred  guineas  for  that  time.  I  rold 
him'no,  we  whom  God  had  raifed  up  and  qualified 
in  fome  degree,  in  this  age  to  that  fervice,  were  ad- 
vanced above- any  fuch  mean,  bafe,  and  mercenary 
confiderations,  as  to  take  any  thing  from  m.en  for  this 
labour,  which  we  beftow  freely  in  the  love  of  God, 
and  by  his  commandment  for  the  common  good  of 
men.  Why,  faid  he,  the  apoflles  were  but  poor 
men,  and  wanted  necelTarics,  and  muft  hc.ve  received 
of  the  people  or  wanted.  True,  faid  I,  then  they  fay, 
having  food  and  raiment,  let  us  be  therewithal  con- 
tent, and  where  that  is  really  the  cafe,  fuch  as  are 
poor  among  us,  we  would  not  begrudge  them  that ; 
but  it  is  very  feldom  or  never  fo  among  us,  but  rather 
with  Paul  we  can  generally  fay,  'Ihefe  hands  of 
mine  have  miniflered  to  my  neceliities,*'  having  no 
defire  that  aiiy  fuch  thing  fhou!d  be  done  unto  us, 
and  we  generally  have  fufficient  of  our  own.  Then 
faid  he,  but  in  cafe  your  friends,  after  fome  very  good 
fermon  that  pleafed  a  great  congregation  well  and 
generally,  fhould  offer  you  a  purfe  of  tv;o  or  three 
hundred  guineas,  would  not  you  accept  it,  being 
freely  given  ? 

*  1  replied,  no,  I  hope  it  would  be  no  temptation,  if 
fo  it  were,  which  never  can  be  as  long  as  they  and  I 
abide  in  the  truth  we  profefs,  either  to  give  or  re- 
ceive that  way ;  1  {hould  rather  be  greatly  troubled 
to  fee  fo  great  a  degeneracy  as  to  fubjecl  them  to  fo 
great  an  evil.  Well,  faid  he,  I  cannot  tell,  you  fay 
well,  and  I  am  apt  to  believe  you  ;  but  if  you  would 
not,  there  are  many  would  be  glad  of  the  offer,  and 
make  no  bones  on't^  but  receive  it  with  both  hands. 

'  I  believe  it,  faid  I,  for  there  are  too  many  merce- 
nary hirelings  in  the  world,  in  this  age,  who  though 
they  pretend  a  mifficn  to  "  go  teach  and  baptize  all 
nations,"  Matt,  xxviii.  yet,  as- unfaithful  fervants,  (if 
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they  were  fent  at  all)  fit  down  where  they  can  have 
the  firfl  maintenar!«:e,  and  never  move  till  the  voice  of 
a  better  cry  in  their  ears,  and  then,  and  not  till  then, 
they  run  where  God  does  not  fend  them. 

'  There  is  too  much  of  it,  faid  he,  and  fo  we  parted 
in  friendiliip,  with  good  wifhes  on  either  fide. 

'  Coming  to  town,  with  many  friends  from  other 
parts,  it  was  foon  known,  and  many  were  looking 
what  would  be  the  ilTue  of  things.  William  Sandwith 
being  there,  he  and  fome  others  went  to  the  judges, 
and  apprized  them  of  matters  and  the  cafe,  and  how 
friends  and  I  had  been  ufed  by  thefe  high-church 
perfecutors,  efpecially  the  bifliop  of  OlTory  now  here 
at  Kilkenny  ;  and  Amos  Strettell,  and  fome  other 
friends  at  Dublin,  procured  a  letter  from  one  of  the 
intended  lords  juftices  to  one  of  the  judges  (in  his 
private  capacity,  not  being  yet  fworn)  to  fee  that 
juftice  (houldbe  done  us,  for  the  government  favoured 
us,  but  our  enemies  and  theirs  proceeded  under  a 
pretence  of  law  that  was  not  to  be  over  ruled ;  but 
they  inclined  to  do  all  they  could  iri  honour  and 
fafety,  which  was  all  we  defired  of  them. 

'  They  fent  for  the  flierifF  to  fee  the  calendar,  and 
not  finding  the  mittimus  returned,  they  faw  our  adver* 
faries  had  no  mind  to  meddle  againft  us,  but  were 
willing  to  drop  it,  which  they  rather  advifed  us  to 
overlook  for  that  time,  fince  we  might  in  time'  have 
our  meetings  free,  which  was  all  we  defired;  but  that 
evening  one  of  the  judges  faid  in  open  court,  when 
he  gave  the  charge,  that  it  was  treafon  in  any  to  pull 
down  or  deface  any  public,  religious  meeting-houfe ; 
which  going  quickly  through  the  town,  many  rejoiced 
on  our  account,  it  being  a  great  ftroke  on  our  adver- 
faries ;  and  I  made  this  conftruiSlion  of  it,  that  as  the 
houfe  was  a  circumftance  and  accommodation  to  the 
meeters,  who  were  of  more  regard  than  the  houfe, 
and  it  only  regarded  for  their  fakes,  if  it  were  treafon 
to  deface  the  houfe,  how  much  more  fo  in  thus  dif- 
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turbing  and  abufing  thofe  that  met  therein  ?  which 
fome  laying  hold  of,  inculcated  it  among  the  people 
to  our  further  advantage  upon  onr  enemies. 

'  i;  th.  The  next  day  ^being  the  firft  of  the  week) 
we  appointed  another  meeting  in  the  fame  place,  for 
we  were  for  the  fam.e  caufe  dill,  the  liberty  of  the  gof- 
pel  without  fear  of  any,  and  went  accordingly,  and  a 
full  meeting  it  was,  and  very  comfortable  and  quiet  to 
all  outward  appearance ;  but  I  had  fek  all  the  night 
before  an  inward  load  and  rim^  from  fome  corner  or 
other,  and  expected  another  bout,  and  fo  it  happened  ; 
for  Patrick  Henderfon  kneeling  down  to  prayer,  in 
the  mean  time  came  in  the  mayor's  ferjeants,  but  as 
civilly  as  could  be  defired,  and  made  no  diiturbance 
during  the  time  of  prayer,  and  one  of  them,  went  out 
again  foon  after,  but  the  other  ftaid :  a  little  after 
prayer  was  ended,  I  Hood  up  and  fpake  a  while  ;  but 
had  not  got  well  into  the  matter  in  my  mind,  till  the 
other  ferje^nt  flood  up,  and  with  great  reluctancy  (for 
we  all  believed  it  was  much  againft  his  will)  and  low 
voice  faid,  he  was  fent  of  the  mayor  to  command  u^ 
in  the  king's  nam^e  to  difperfe ;  but  quickly  added, 
but  if  you  will  not,  I  cannot  compel  you,  nor  have 
any  orders  to  force,  and  fo  went  civilly  away.  Then 
I  proceeded  in  my  teil:im.ony,  many  things  opening  to 
the  ilaie  of  the  people,  particularly  relating  to  the 
duty  of  a  Chriffian,  not  to  believe  ordy,  but  alfo  to 
fiiffer  when  thereunto  called,  and  plainly  fet  forth  the 
nature  and  ground  of  perfecution,  fatan  the  caufe,  and 
wicked  men  his  inftruments  in  it;  as  Cain,  Jezabel, 
the  high-pricfls,  popes  and  prelates ;  as  they  might  now 
fee  in  this  prefent  cafe,  though  but  a  fliadow  to  what 
we  had  met  with,  not  ahvays  by  plain  and  open  vio- 
lence^ but  more  generally  under  the  fpecious  preiext 
of  law  and  right ;  and  then  I  concluded  the  meeting 
in  prayer.  After  the  meeting  was  over,  we  heard 
that  one  of  the  churchwardens  had  been  there,  and 
he  and  the  fcrjcant  which  diilurbed  us  (For  the  other 
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faid  he  had  been  troubled  in  confcience  fmce  the  firfl; 
time)  were  fent  for  by  the  bifhop,  who  in  the  hearing 
of  the  judges  ^they  dining  there)  Examined  them 
about  the  meetuig,  v/hat  we  were  doing,  and  what 
we  faid.  They  told  him  we  were  at  prayer  when 
they  came  in,  and  a  good-like,  black  man,  (meaning 
P.  Henderfon)  prayed  heartily  and  devoutly  for  the 
king  and  him  (the  bifhop)  too ;  and  all  of  them,  for 
he  prayed  for  all  in  authority  under  him. 

'  Then  the  bifhop  afked  them  if  I  had  preached, 
and  the  churchwarden  faid  I  did ;  upon  which  the  ^ 
bjfliop  tendered  him  his  oath,  it  being  me  bis  great 
fpite  and  envy  was'  bent  againfl  chiefly.  Then  he 
had  the  a£l  of  uniformity  of  the  14th  of  Charles  the 
Second  in  England  (but  the  17th  in  Ireland)  brought 
before  him,  and  difcourfed  upon  it  Vv^ith  the  judges, 
he  thinking  it  reached  us,  and  would  have  pumped 
the  judges,  and  had  their  opinion  on  it,  but  they 
were  wifer  than  he,  and  faid  nothing,  but  let  him  take 
his  own  way  ;  for  they  wiere  (launch  friends  to  the 
king's  interefl,  and  were  our  friends,  as  knowing  our 
integrity  to  the  king  and  his  government,  and  fo  the 
bifhop's  rage  and  envy  blinding  him  (if  he  could  at 
all  underftand  the  a£l)  he  firft  gave  a  warrant  and 
mittimus  in  his  own  name,  directed  to  the  f&eriff  of 
the  tovv'u,  to  arrefl:  and  commit  me  to  the  common 
gaol  for  three  months  without  bail  or  raainprize  ; 
where  this  aritichriftian  judge  (for  there  are  many 
now  as  of  old  in  the  world)  intended  I  fhould  lie, 
until  the  full  time  was  expired,  without  any  liberty  as 
before  ;  if  either-by  hardfliip  or  otherwife  (For  I  was 
then  but  weak  and  tender)  he  had  not  murdered  me 
in  the  mean  time,  for  he  had,  before  I  went  out  of 
the  town,  fent  for  the  flieriff  and  reprimanded  him 
lharpiy,  for  letting  me  go  abroad  in  tov/n  upon  my 
firfl  commitm.ent,  threatening  to  have  him  before  the 
Houfe  of  Lords  the  next  feffion  of  Parliament. 

'  Our  afternoon  meeting  this  day  being  over,  which 
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was  very  peaceable  (for  now  we  bad  conquered  him 
fo  far  as  that  none  diflurbed  us)  I  found  a  fecret 
fling  as  I  went  to  the  inn  with  the  friends,  who  lodged 
there,  from  Dublin  ;  and  we  were  there  but  a  fhort 
time,  till  I  was  told  there  was  another  warrant  and 
mittimus  out  againft  me  from  the  bifliop,  and  then  I 
hailed  ro  my  quarters  at  the  fiieriff's  houfe,  where  I 
expelled  it ;  and  found  that  fuch  a  warrant  had  been 
directed  to  the  mayor,  and  fent  to  the  flj.eriff  to  be 
executed,  but  it  not  being  dire6led  to  the  HierlfF,  he 
would  not  receive  ir,  but  fent  it  back  to  the  mayor. 
Then  the  bifhop,  mayor,  and  alderman  Connell,  and 
fome  more  confulted  further,  and  found  their  error, 
as  to  the  bifliop's  giving  a  warrant  himfelf ;  for  all  the 
acl  requires  in  the  cafe  for  which  it  was  made,  is  that 
the  bifliop,  as  ordinary,  fliould  certify  the  offence 
(only  relating  to  thofe  of  his  own  fedl)  to  any  two 
juflices,  or  mayor,  &c.  and  then  they^o  grant  a  war- 
rant and  m.ittimus,  which  now  the  mayor  granted 
accordingly,  a  copy  whereof  followeth^  viz. 

*  City  of  Kilkenny,  fs.    By  John  Birch,  Efq. 
Mayor  of  the  faid  city. 

'  Whereas  I  received  a  certificate,  under  the  hand 
and  feal  of  the  right  reverend  father  in  God  Thomas 
lord  bifliop  of  ClTory,  in  which  he  certifies,  that 
Thomas  Story,  a  Quaker,  did  this  day  preach  in  the 
faid  city  of  Kilkenny,  contrary  to  the  acl  of  uniformity 
made  in  the  feventeenth  year  of  the  reign  of  king 
Charles  the  Second. 

'  Thefe  are  therefore  in  purfuance  of  the  faid  acl 
and  certificate,  to  will  and  require  you,  on  fight 
hereof,  to  apprehend  the  body  of  the  faid  Thomas 
Story,  and  him  fo  apprehended  to  convey  to  the  com- 
mon gaol  uf-  the  faid  city,  there  to  remain  for  the 
ipace  Qf  three  months,  without  bail  or  mainprize  j 
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vhereof  fail  not  at  your  peril,  and  for  fo  doing  this 
fhall  be  your  warrant.  Given  under  my  hand  and 
feal  this  ijrh  day  of  March,  1-^16. 

'  John  Birch,  IMaycr/ 

To  the  fevcral  ConflxMes  and  Ofncers 
«f  the  luicl  :;;y. 

*  This  v.Trrant  :he  fame  ferjennt,  which  came  laft 
in  the  forenoon  d-.turb  our  n-.eeting,  brought  to 
the  fhcrii's  houfe  now  in  the  cveni  g,  but  delayed 
execution  for  an  h~ur;  ani  in  the  mean  time  foiiie 
friends  adviied  with  fome  counfellors  of  their  acquaint- 
ance in  town  at  the  aiiizes  ;  and  fome  of  them  la'd  it 
M^s  in  the  nature  of  an  exf^ci.tion,  fo  that  it  might  be 
more  dangerous  for  the  fhcriiT  to  give  lioerty,  or  let 
me  he  in  his  houfe,  than  before,  fo  that  things  looked 
a  litric  harder  ;  but  as  I  had  not  read  the  act  for  a 
long  time,  and  not  remembe-ing  the  renor  of  it,  I 
thought  there  mull  be  fu^rieihing  in  it  to  juftify  their 
proceedings,  or  elfe  they  would  not  have  done  it,  and 
fo  was  religned  in  my  mind  co  fubniic  to  ir  for  the 
truth's  fake,  and  was  very  eafv,  being  in  more  danger 
of  too  deep  a  refentment  of  iheir  br.fe  and  wicked 
rfage  of  me,  than  of  repining  at  the  lofs  of  my  ^iberty; 
for  I  had 'a  view  of  fome  things  to  emoloy  my  time  in, 
whicli  would  have  made  my  confinement  much  more 
imeafy  to  the  biOiop  (v/ho  now  I  faw,  and  fo  did  every 
body  there,  to  be  the  author  of  all  this  perfecutioa 
upon  us)  than  to  me,  for  the  Lord  was  with  me ; 
after  fome  time  the  ferjeant  came  into  the  room,  (for 
we  let  the  door  be  open  on  purpofe)  and  ferved  me 
with  a  warran: ;  bur  the  fneriif  faid,  I  fhould  not  go 
out  of  hib  houfe  that  night  however,  come  on  it  what 
would,  and  io  I  ilaid  there  ;  but  the  truth  arifmg  in 
me,  I  obfcrved  the  indignation  thereof  againll  the 
bifhop,  but  no  enmity  in  me  againU  him,  as  a  man  ; 
and  after  a  little  inward  concern  that  way,  1  fent  for 
the  act  and  read  it  cai'efally,  and  faw  they  were  all 
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quite  miftaken ;  for  the  d.£t  had  no  relation  to  us,  or 
our  meetings  or  preuchin^,  but  to  themfelves,  the 
priifts  and  bifhc^ps  on^y ;  for  after  the  coming  in  of 
king  Chail::s  the  fecond,  there  we  e  many  pri^ds, 
who  in  Oiivrr's  days,  had  been  in  the  b  nefices 
fthe  bone  of  contention  they  ever  ft:i.-e  for)  and 
finci.ig  the  fweet  of  them,  would  fain  h?.ve  held 
them,  and  yet  could  not  readily  fwallow  the  Common 
Prayer  and  fervices  of  the  others,  which  they  had 
furioufly  oppofed  and  rejecled  fo  lately  before,  till 
this  law  forced  tliem,  which  they  generally  complied 
with  rather  than  lofc  their  gains ;  which  refpected 
only  their  own  priefts,  to  bring  them  all  to  one 
fcantling,  or  uniformity  of  prayers  and  worihip,  or 
image  of  it,  but  concerned  no  other. 

'  Then,  after  a  w'hile,  I  told  the  flieriff  it  was  falfe 
imprifonment,  and  defired  him  and  others  to  take 
down  in  writing,  what  time  I  w^as  arreiled,  becaufe 
there  might  be  occafion  for  their  evidence  j  the 
flieriff  feemed  a  little  furprized  at  it  that  the  great 
bifiiop  and  his  counfcllors  fliould  mifs  it  fo  far,  but 
took  no  account  cf  the  time. 

'  The'  next  morning,  before  I  rofe  (for  I  laid  till 
eight,  being  a  little  fatigued)  feveral  friends  had  been 
with  the  judges,  and  they  had  given  their  thoughts 
freely,  how  much  this  was  againft  the  mind  of  the 
government  to  difturb  our  meetings,  and  did  not 
doubt  but  this  would  do  us  fervice  in  the  end ;  how- 
ever they  advifcd,  that  feeing  how  times  ilood  (the 
talk  of  an  invafion  by  the  Swedes  not  being  over^ 
and  that  town  a  dangerous  place  to  be  in  prifon  in) 
if  the  hifhop  would  let  me  at  liberty,  they  would  have 
me  chufe  it  rather.  But  of  this  1  had  heard  nothing, 
nor  would  friends  give  ear,  any  more  than  I,  to 
make  application  to  the  bifliop,  for  that  he  wanted. 

'  About  nine  in  the  morning,  whiill  I  was  at  break- 
fall,  came  the  fame  feneant  that  arrclled  me,  x/nh.  a 
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meffag^  from  the  mayor,  that  he  had  taken  up  the, 
warrant  and  mittimus,  and  I  was  at  liberty  to  go 
where  I  pleafed,  if  I  would  accept  of  it.  I  told  the 
ferjeant  he  ought  to  fend  me  a  liberate  under  his 
hand  and  feal,  and  not  think  I  was  wholly  at  his 
difpofal,  to  tofs  in  and  our  of  prifon  as  he  pleafed, 
but  had  my  remedy  by  law  againft  him  ^nd  them 
who  had  ufed  me  thus. 

'  Then  alfo  camx  feveral  military  officers  to  fee 
me,  and  expreffed  their  great  diilike,  in  theirToldiery 
way  ;  feme  of  fhem  among-  themfelves,  drinking 
healths  to  king  George,  and  all  his  loyal  fubjedls, 
and  damnation  to  the  pope  and  all  rebels  ;  but  I 
difcountenanced  that,  faying  we  did  not  wilh  hurt 
to  the  fouls  or  bodies  of  any,  though  we  were  greatly 
engaged  to  love  and  honour  the  king,  and  be  thank- 
ful to  God,  as  we  truly  were,  for  the  liberty  we  en- 
joyed under  him.  '  In  all  places,'  faid  one  of  the 
officers,  'except  in  this  jacobite  popifh  tovv^n  of  Kil- 
kenny, with  whom  we  hope  to  be  even  ere  long, 
for  all  their  affironts  to  the  king  and  government.' 

'  A  little  after  this  came  the  mayor  himfclf  to  my 
lodging,  to  tell  me  I  was  at  liberty,  for  he  had  taken 
up  the  mittimus  and  deilroyed  it.  I  then  told  him, 
fince  that  violence  by  which  my  juft  liberty  had  been 
obflru&d,  was  removed,  it  was  now  reti>rned  into 
its  own  natural  courfe,  and  if  1  could  find  it  confiding 
with  what  I  profeffed,  1  fliould  confider  oF  ways 
and  means  how  to  do  myfelf  juftice  againfl  fuch  vio- 
lent and  illegal  proceedings ;  but  as  it  was  a  wrong 
done  me  for  the  fake  of  my  religion,  I  mighr  probably 
bear  it  with  patience  for  that  reafon,  being  fenfible 
enough  of  the  advantages  I  had  of  my  enemies.  He 
made  very  little  reply,  but  civilly  departed. 

*  After  this  I  went  to  feveral  places  in  town  to  take 
jeave  of  fuch  of  the  magiilrates  as  had  been  friendly  ; 
for  all  the  king's  friends  were  fo,  and  fome  papifts 
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x\'ere  troubled  at  tliefe  proceedings,  as  working  no 
good?for  them.  • 

'  Truih  was  honoured,  and  gained  by  all  this,  and 
the  eyes  of  many  were  opened  to  fee  the  bifliop  and 
his  fpirit  and  party,  and  what  many  might  expect  if  he 
and  they  fhould  prevail  ;  and  many  tongues  were  let 
loefe,  after  their  feveral  ways,  to  fpeak  their  fenti- 
ments,  by  all  which  our  perfecutor  and  perfecutors 
greatly  ioft  ground,  and  fell  quite  fliort  of  their  wicked 
defigns.  But  before  I  departed  the  city,  I  met  with 
R.  Conneil,  the  peevifh  tool  of  this  proud  biihop, 
and  told  hi  in  I  was  at  liberty,  which  he  pretended  to 
be  furprized  at ;  but  I  told  him  if  I  had  (laid  longer 
fome  of  rhem  might  have  had  the  more  to  pay;  for  it 
was  falfe  imprifonment,  the  a61:  they  went  upon  being 
about  their  own  priefts.  He  defired  me  to  go  to  his 
houfe  (being  near)  and  fee  the  a<^ ;  I  told  him  I 
had  feen  it  already.  Then  faid  he,  '  I  have  as  good 
counfel  as  any  in  Ireland,  that  fiiys  it  does  affecl  you/ 
I  replied,  that  I  would  debate  it  with  all  the  counfel 
in  Ireland,  and  that  it  had  no  relation  to  us  at  all. 
Then  he  wiflied  me  well,  when  he  could  do  me  no 
more  hurt,  and  fo  I  left  him. 

'  1 8th.  That  afternoon  about  three,  I  left  the 
town,  mofl  friends  being  gone,  feeing  the  thing  at  an 
end,  and  went  that  evening  home  with  Jofeph  Firth, 
to  Ballinakiih 

'  19th.  The  next  day  we  had  a  meeting  there, 
which  was  not  large,  but  a  good  open  meeting,  the 
Lord  being  near  to  comfort  and  refrefli  us  after  fa 
much  fatigue  ;  for  many  friends  thereabout  came  to 
vifr:  me  in  my  confinement,  and  fome  or  other  were 
always  with  me,  and  feveral  from  this  place.  The 
earl  of  Donnegall  was  in  this  meeting,  and  behaved 
more  foberly  than  he  was  known  to  do  before,  being 
^pt  to  be  reftlefs'  and  troublefome  at  fome  other 
limes ;  and  that  afternoon  I  went  home  with  John 
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Harris  to  Moiintrath,  who  had  been  feveral  times 
with  me  at  Kilkenny,  and  now  had  feen  the  conclulloiK 

*  2i{i,  On  the  2\il  was  their  meetino:  dav  fthe 
Fifth  of  the  week).  It  was  a  large,  open  meeting, 
m?ny  of  the  neighbourhood,  papifls  and  others, 
being  there,  and  a  good  time  the  Lord  gave  us  to- 
gether. 

*  23d.  On  tlie  23d  I  went  to  Mountmelick,  lodging 
at  the  widow  Mary  Bale's,  and  next  dar  had  a  meet- 
ing there  in  the  forenoon,  which  confiftcd  m.oflly  of 
friends,  and  was  not  very  open,  but  lareer  in  the 
afternoor,  fume  of  the  neighbourhood  corr.ing  in, 
M-hich  I  generally  obferved  frtlhens  meetings,  and 
many  things  were  opeiied  in  the  authority  of  truth, 
to  editication,  connrniation,  and  comfort. 

*  'z6th.  Here  I  tarried  till  the  Third  day  after- 
noon, and  then  fet  forward  towards  Du])lin,  and  that 
niglit  reached  only  Kildare,  and  the  next  day  arrived 
in  Dublin,  v/here  i  w^as  kindly  received  and  lodged 
at  my  old  quarters,  with  my  friend  Amos  Strettrll, 
and  was  at  their  meeting  the  Sixth  day  following,  viz. 
th  29th,  which  was  frelh  and  open,  and  w^e  were 
comforted  together  in  the  truth,  which  as  the  heavens 
iranfccnd  the  earth,  exceedeth  all  other  enjoyments. 
Hearing  of  a  vefTel  bound  for  Chefler  ( and  intending 
for  the  Yearlv  meeting  there),  I  took  early  care  to 
fecure  mv  pallage  in  it  ;  but  the  wind  not  anfwering, 
I  ftaid  the  Firll  day  foUowi ng  in  Dublin,  and  the 

,  meetings  were  very  large,  especially  at  Sycamore- 
Alley,  in  the  afternoon,  where  came. together  a  great 
coucourfe  of  people  (hardly  a  greater  meeting  feen 
therej  and  things  were  open  aixd  well,  and  the 
blelled  truth  over  all,  who  is  worthy  above  all  for 
ever. 

'  The  wind  not  anfwering,  I  flaid  illil  at  Dublin 
till  the  Fifth  day,  and  was  at  their  Third  day  meeting, 
where  I  had  f^.me  time,  things  opening  to  many  ftates 
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very  clofc,  and  I  came  away  eafy,  leaving  the  better 
ion  under  good  faiisfaaion,  and  many  came  to  fee  me 
before  I  went  off,  and  among  others  caprain  Smith. 
He  had  been  in  military  offices,  but  being  under  fome 
convincement,  was  at  that  time  under  great  inward 
llruggles  ;  for  having  a  commiffion  for  a  captain  of 
dragoons  then  offered  him,  he  would  gladly  have 
feen  it  lawful  for  him,  and  conliiting  wiih  truth  to 
accept  the  commiffion  and  fell  it,  not  intending  to  acl 
by  it ;  but  upon  fome  private  difcourfe  with  him,  he 
was  more  ilraitened  about  it,  and  was  very  tender 
and  humble,  and  we  parted  in  love  and  friend Qiip, 
he  owning  his  fatisfaclion  in  that  conference. 

*  On  the  Fifth  day,  the  4th  of  the  month,  ac- 
companied by  feveral  friends,  I  fet  off  from  Dublin 
Bay,  about  two  in  the  afternoon,  with  a  freih  gale 
about  Well,  and  the  next  day,  about  the  fame  time, 
arrived  at  Park-Gate,  on  Cheller  river,  but  that 
evening,  the  waves  being  high,  went  on  fliore  there, 
\vher€  we  tarried  that  night  at  an  inn,  and  next  miorn- 
ing  went  up  to  Cheiler,  and  lodged  at  the  Goldea 
Talbot,  an  inn.' 

In  the  year  ?7i7,  died  Abigail  Abbot,  alias  Smith, 
at  Moeg,  near  Charleville,  in  the  province  of  Munfler, 
She  was  daughter  of  Richard  Boles  of  the  fame  place, 
was  married  to  one  SmJth,  and  after  her  hulband's 
death  was  convinced  by  the  miniflry  of  William 
Bingley,  about  the  year  1675,  and  about  eight  years 
after  her  convincement  was  colled  to  the  miniifry. 
She  was  an  eloquent  woman,  of  a  majeftic  prefence, 
much  admired  and  followed.  She  travelled  on  truth's 
account  both  in  this  nation  and  in  England,  had 
acceptable  fervicc  in  many  places,  and  feveral  perfons 
were  convinced  by  her  minilfry.  She  was  greatly 
applauded  by  many,  and  being  not  (Irong  enough  to 
bear  praifc,  was  tranfporied  into  pride  thereby,  loll  her 
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gift,  and  fellowfbip  with  friends,  and  from  the  highcfl: 
pitch  of  apphiufe,  fell  into  as  low  a  degree  of  contempt. 
It  is  certain  however,  that  fl:ie  became  fenfible  of  her 
fall,  and  fuffered  many  bitter  agonies  on  that  account, 
paffing  the  latter  years  of  her  life  in  retirement,  great 
forrow,  and  mortification,  and  has  left  behind  her 
a  pathetic  paper  of  felf-cpndemnation,  which  is  here 
annexed,  as  a  caution  to  all  th  ,-fe  that  think  ihcy 
ftand,  although  in  the  highefc  ftaiion,  to  take  heed 
left  they  fall. 

Befides  the  following  paper,  (h^  alfo  afterwards 
drew  up  another,  v.  herein  flie  more  particularly  fpeci- 
£ed  her  m.ifcarriages,  and  warned  thofe  concerned  in 
the  miniftry  to  watch  againit  that  lucifcrian  Ipirit, 
which  would  deck  and  adorn  itfelf  with  the  gifts  and 
graces  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  not  to  value  themfelves 
upon  any  gift  which  God  beftows  on  them,  becaufe 
that  opens  a  v/ide  door  for  temptation,  and  was  (as 
file  confelTeth)  the  firfi:  inlet  to  all  the  miferies  that 
befel  her  :  hence  fhe  grew  impatient  of  contradi(flion, 
iind  deaf  to  advice,  and  at  length,  in  contempt  of  the 
good  order  eftablifiied  among  friends,  was  married 
by  a  prieft,  to  a  mim  not  in  unity  with  them. 

Her  paper  of  condemnation,  firft  mentioned,  was 
as  follows : 

*  Friends  and  people, 

'  I  once  thought,  that  if  I  might  gain  all  things 
here  below  the  fun,  yet  I  would  not  commit  the  leaft 
fm  knowingly  againfl  God,  who  in  years  paft  evi- 
dently enlightened  my  underftanding,  when  I  was- 
fore  afflifled  in  body  and  m.ind,  and  all  comforts  and 
help  of  this  tranfitory  world  failed  me ;  and  when  I 
concluded  the  true  worfhip  of  God  was  generally  hid 
from  mankind,  for  I  knew  of  none  that  went  heartily 
enough  about  it,  nor  could  I  fufficiently  bewail  thole 
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infirmities  and  inipeiTeftions  that  apparently  pofTelTed 
and  hindered  that  great  work  in  me,  and  which  I 
feared  too  many  conckided  themfeh'es  fecure  in  ou 
eafier  terms.  Thus,  in  a  day  of  great  diilrefs,  the 
Lord  was  pleafed  to  bring  down  my  mind,  and  re^ 
duce  my  fpirit  into  a  cahn.  Then  did  occur  many 
things  which  before  ilept  unfeen  to  me,  for  I  plainly 
faw  I  need  not  afcend,  nor  defcend,  to  look  for 
Chrift,  the  true  Light,  that  enlightens  every  man 
that  comes  into  the  world,  for  his  quick  and  powerful 
word  was  in  my  heart,  which  teaches  to  deny  every 
evil  and  vain  thought,  by  the  learning  of  Vvhich  a  man 
becomes  godly  ;  and  fo  the  peace  of  God  is  \\\kA 
abroad  in  the  heart,  even  in  this  prefent  world; 
and  in  this  quiet,  peaceable,  and  comfortable  condition, 
or  eltate,  I  refled  v/ith  God  and  in  his  will  in  all 
things,  withdrawing  myfelf  from  fociety  with  any 
fort  of  people,"^  having  proved  many. 

'  At  this  time  fome  faid  I  was  a  Qiiaker,  a^d  that- 
I  knew  it  not,  which  thing  I  put  far  from  me,  not 
thinking  it  worth  my  while  to  confider  thofe  that 
were  more  fpoken  againfl  than  any  I  knew,  as  a  poor, 
whimfical  people,  led  by  an  erroneous  fpirit :  nay,  to 
the  degree  of  bewitching  people.  But  fome  time  after 
this,  my  heart  being  drawn  near  to  God  in  a  fpirit  of 
fupplication  to  him,  that  he  would  daily  renev/  a  right 
fpirit  within  me,  then  thefe  people  called  Quakers, 
came  afrefh  into  my  mind,  with  much  fatisfa<51ion  in 
myfelf,  that  I  might  feek  them,  to  know  them 
whom  perhaps  the  world  was  jgnorant  of.  This 
was  the  firft  moving  caufe  that  brought  me  acquainted 
with  thofe  people  ;  and  finding  them  to  be  an  inward 
people,  owning  the  fpiritual  light  and  life  which  comes 
by  Jefus  Chrift,  and  makes  manifefl,  and  reprovcs 
the  works  of  darknefs  in  the  hearts  of  the  children  of 
men,  &:c.  to  the  end  that  Chrifl  might  rule  and  reign 
in  his  temple ;  for  this  I  loved  them,  and  defired 
felluwfliip  with  them,  and  after  fome  time  their  love 
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to  mc  in  Chrift  was  great,  with  whom  God  not  only 
joined  me  in  fociety,  but  in  a  fweet  union  and  fellow- 
fhip,  and  with  them  made  me  partake  of  many  feafons 
of  divine  confolations  and  refrefliments,  which  he 
vouchfafed  from  his  prefence,  and  alfo  gave  me  power 
to  declare  to  many,  the  jullice  and  mercy  of  Almighty 
God  which  is  in  Chrift  Jefus,  whofe  powerful  Spirit 
fo  attended  me  hi  it,  as  not  only  filenced  gainfayers, 
but  extorted  an  alTent  to  the  truth  thereof. 

'  And  now,  O  all  people,  which  of  you  could  think 
that  fuch  an  one  as  I,  whom  God  fo  evidently  and 
gracioiifly  vifited  with  exceeding  kindnefs,  and  as  a 
tender  father  lifted  up  the  light  of  his  countenance 
on  me,  fliould  f^ll  away?  He  led  me  by  the  hand, 
and  forfook  me  not  in  my  dilfreffes,  but  fupported  me 
through  many  excrcifcs,  till  he  conducted  me  out  of 
thofe  things,  and  out  of  that  eftare  to  which  his  wrath 
by  an  eternal  decree  belonged,  and  in  matchlefs  mercy 
brought  me  into  that  eftate,  wherein  I  found  peace 
and  comfort  with  God,  and  alfo  brought  me  to  an 
acquaintance  with  that  people,  with  v^^hom  he  alfo 
dealt  as  he  did  with  me,  having  an  evidence  in 
my  confcience,  from  my  own  experience,  that  they 
were  a  chofen  people  of  God.  Tct  let  none  wonder, 
but  let  all  hear,  fear,  and  tremble,  with  watching  and 
prayer  continually,  left  any  thinking  they  ftand,  might 
fall ;  for  the  enemy  of  man's  foul  is  as  bufy  now,  as 
ever  he  was  in  all  ages,  ftates  and  conditions ;  and 
woe  is  me,  that  I,  by  not  keeping  watchful,  in  true 
humility  before  the  Lord,  have  done  difmally  fooiifli, 
by  letting  in  a  high  mind  contrary  to  the  mind  of 
Chrift,  who  would  always  have  preferved  me,  had  I 
kept  near  him  in  my  firft  fimplicity  ;  for  it  is  an  ever- 
lafting  truth,  there  is  no  eftate  higher  to  be  attained 
on  this  fide  the  grave,  than  a  truly  humble  watchful 
ftate,  which  I  neglected,  and  by  reafon  of  this  I 
heldfaft  deceit,  and  refufed  to  return,  which  many  of 
the  Lord*s  people  faw,  who  truly  loved  me,  and 
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tenderly  admoniflied  me  with  many  tears  oftentimes ; 
but  the  enemy  of  my  foul  fo  prevailed  over  me,  and 
darkened  my  underflanding,  that  I  thought  they  were 
too  fevere  with  me,  from  whence  a  prejudice  arofe  in 
my  vile  heart  againfl  them,  and  I  had  not  room  left 
in  me  to  receive  their  Chridian  counfel  and  admoni- 
tion ;  that  in  time  my  under  Handing  was  fo  clouded, 
through  a  murmuring  fpirit  which  foured  my  mind 
and  perverted  my  judgment  to  that  degree,  that  when 
my  friends  refufed  to  let  me  take  my  now  hufband 
in  their  affemblies  on  my  own  terms,  I  foolifhly  con- 
cluded, that  though  I  Vv^ent  from  the  people  of  the 
Lord  to  marry  my  hufband  with  a  minifter  of  the 
world's  people,  yet  the  Lord  would  ftill  be  with  me 
as  before,  feeing  he  had  brought  me  near  himfelf 
before  I  knew  them  :  thus  Sampfon  like,  who  flept 
on  the  lap  of  his  Delilah,  I  knew  not  that  my  ftrength 
was  departed  from  me,  and  fo,  rafhly  and  refolutely, 
I  ruflied  into  the  congregation  of  the  dead,  as  a  dog 
returns  to  his  vomit,  which  thing  was  difpleafmg  to 
God,  and  affli61iug  to  his  people,  and  fo  accompliihed 
my  defign,  which  gave  date  to  many  miferies  and  un- 
fpeakable  forrows,  which  can  never  be  repaired  by- 
only  crying  peccavt.  And  the  Lord  in  his  jufiice 
raifed  many  and  ftrong  enemies  againOimeon  every 
fide ;  but  no  lion  roared  like  that  in  my  own  bofom, 
though  thofe  without  afflicted  me  forely  ;  from  which 
proceeded  frettings,  quarreliings,  wranglings,  and 
boilings  of  heart ;  but  all  this  forwardtiefs  in  me  did 
but  add  ftorm  to  ftorm,  fling  to  ftingj  and  burden 
to  burden ;  all  which  the  ever-merciful  God^  in  his 
time,  made  me  fenfible  oF,  hovt'  much  precious  time 
I  had  fpent  in  raufmg  how  to  get  out  of  fuch  a  trouble, 
how  to  get  off  fuch  and  fuch  a  burden,  and  how  to 
revenge  myfelf  of  fuch  and  fuch  a  wrong.  This,  I 
fay,  the  Lord  made  m.e  fenfible  of,  that  it  was  he 
himfelf  was  the  chief  agent,  and  had  the  greatefl 
hand  in  all  my  juft  and  great  afflictions :  and  it  was  he 
Vol.  in.  R 
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that  was  to  be  eyed  and  owned,  and  not  any  fc^* 
(condary  caufe  ;  and  he  is  jud  in  all  that  is  brought 
Upon  me,  and  I  have  done  exceeding  wickedly ;  and 
when  I  confider  the  truth  of  this,  it  enables  me  to 
bear  with  much  patience  all  that  God  is  pleafed  to 
difpenfe  to  me,  which  hitherto  hath  been  too  little,  I 
greatly  fear,  for  fuch  an  one  as  I,  who  at  once 
abandoned  both  my  religion  and  my  reafon  too^ 
by  a£ling  fuch  prodigious  and  premeditated  wicked- 
nefs ;  fo  that  I  have  nothing  to  excufe  or  fnelter  me 
from  the  ftroke  of  divine  juitice,  it  makes  fo  direflly 
at  me  ;  who  by  not  only  ading  counter  to  all  1  have 
profelTed  and  declared  of,  but  alfo  by  my  great  folly, 
have  given  occafion  to  the  adverfaries  of  the  Lord's 
truth  to  rejoice  and  to  fpeak  evil  of  thefpirit  of  truth, 
another  than  which  will  never  be  revealed,  which  is 
Chrill:  the  way ;  and  I  greatly  fear  I  have  been  a 
flumbling  block  in  that  to  many.  This  great  wicked- 
nefs  I  myfelf  have  done,  by  not  keeping  the  body  of 
fin  under  J  but  I  do  not  complain  becaufe  of  my  pu- 
tt ifhment,  for  I  have  greatly  linned ;  and  O  how  can 
I  fufEciently  bewail,  mourn,  weep,  and  lament!  O, 
what  pangs,  fighs,  and  rears,  can  expiate  my  guilt  ? 
Doubtlefs  many  lliall  be  turned  into  hell,  who  never 
fmned  againfl  fo  clear  a  light,  efpecial  love,  and  pre- 
cious mercies,  fuch  clofe  and  (trong  reafonings  of  the 
fpirit,  and  deep  convictions  of  confcience,  as  I  have 
done.  What  lamentations  fhall  I  take  up  for  the  lofs 
of  the  prefence  of  God,  which  I  once  had  with  my 
fpirit,  and  thofe  melting,  warming,  quickening  joys, 
in  which  I  found  peace  with  God,  v/hofe  free  mercies 
pardoned  all  my  fms,  and  whofe  grace  adorned  my 
foul.  Oh,  how  can  I  now  but  wax  hot  againfl  myfelf, 
and  be  contented  to  be  trodden  under  foot  by  all,  as 
mire  in  the  ftreets ;  for  mifery  is  my  portion  ;  and  as 
for  any  comfort,  I  refer  that  to  God's  will  only ; 
for  could  I  pour  out  a  fea  of  tears,  yet  then  could  I 
riot  dcferveany  thing  but  the  fiery  torments  of  God's 
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hot  difpleafure  ;  snd  O  that  the  Lord  would  not 
fparc  his  (harp  fed,  nor  withhold  his  judgments,  nor 
the  pangs  of  hell  from  before  mine  eyes,  undi  he, 
through  the  mercy  and  love  which  is  ia  Chrifi  Jefus, 
redeem  my  foul,  thereby,  and  clothe  me  with  his 
righteoufnefs  once  more,  before  I  go  hence.;  for 
furely  no  lin  (hall  pafs  unreveiiged,  neither  great  nor 
fmall,  in  this  world,  or  in  the  world  to  come. 

*  And  O,  all  you  who  have  been  enlightened,  and 
have  tafted  how  good  God  is,  and  have  known  fome- 
thing  of  the  powers  of  the  world  to  come,  and  yet 
remain  lukewarm,  or  are  fallen  with  me,  though  not 
into  fuch  a  deep  pit  of  mire,  as  to  dafli  dirt  in  the 
face  of  God's  truth,  and  people,  as  I  have  done; 
for  I  know  none  can  parallel  me  in  this  our  age  ; 
furely  none  fo  wicked  as  I,  who  have  difhohourei 
the  holy  name  of  God,  and  on  his  pure  religion 
brought  reproach ;  weak  faints  I  have  difcouraged  ; 
my  own  confciencc  is  wounded  and  my  foul  en- 
dangered, my  candle  is  put  our,  my  crown  is  fallen 
from  my  head  which  once  covered  it,  and  by  which  I 
had  knowledge  and  ikill  how  to  behave  myfelf  in  the 
church  of  God :  I  am  dripped  naked,  and  fpoiled 
of  all  that  excellency  with  which  God  adorned  rae. 
O,  that  all  you  might  be  warned,  and  with  me  call  to 
mind  whence  we  are  fallen,  and  do  our  firfl:  works, 
and  bring  forth  every  forbidden  and  accurfed  thing 
which  hath  occafioned  our  fall,  and  the  flumbling  of 
many  ;  and  let  us  make  confeffion  to  God,  and  give 
glory  to  him  ;  for  had  all  who  have  made  profeffioa 
of  the  cverlafting  gofpel,  which  is  the  power  of  God, 
been  faithful  in  their  day,  O,  what  a  conquell  would 
have  been  gained  over  the  world  that  lies  in  wicked- 
nefs  before  now ;  but  I  am  here  filenced,  for  I  am 
one  that  has  fled  before  the  Lord's  enemies,  the 
accurfed  thing  was  in  my  own  heart;  and  it  hath 
given  caufe  to  the  heathen  to  fay,  '  The  Lord  of 
Hoils,  whom  wc  uufkd  in,  is  not  able  to  fave  us/ 
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O,  friends,  what  have  we  done  that  have  not 
been  faithful  to  God?  And  it  is  fealed  from  God 
upon  my  fp-rit,  that  the  Lord  is  jealous  for  his  ho- 
nour,  and  he  hadi  given  fpace  to  me  and  many  more 
to  repent,  and  tlicrc  remains  but  a  little  time  behind 
ere  m?aiy  of  us  fhall  be  cut  off  out  of  the  land  of  the 
Hving  for  ever,  except  \vc  fpeedily  repent,  and  double 
cur  diligence,  and  cry  to  the  Lord  v;ith  all  our  hearts 
in  a  fenfe  of  our  own  vilenefs,  and  of  the  great  wrath 
v:c  lie  under  if  the  Lord  fl^iould  take  us  away  in  his 
fore  difpleafure  :  and  O,  that  my  eyes  may  not  llcep, 
nor  my  head  nor  heart  reO:,  till  the  Lord  fnew  mercy, 
and  turn  from  his  fierce  wrath,  and  have  pity  on  us  ! 
And  I  defire  none  may  think  that  this  is  fent  abroad 
into  the  world,  which  may  laft  amongft  men  when  I 
am  gone  to  my  place,  to  pleafe  any  focicty  or  feet  of 
people  whatfoever,  any  farther  than  God  might  be 
glorified,  and  his  blelTcd  fpirit  of  truth,  which  lights 
and  guides  all  people  into  happinefs  that  will  be  led 
by  it;  J  fay,  that  this  might  be  refcued  from  the 
tongues  of  a  mrltitude  of  ungodly  men,  into  whofc 
hands  I  have  betrayed  the  Lord  of  life  as  much  as  in 
me  lay,  Judasdike.  Woe  is  m.e,  feeing  I  have  done 
nothing,  n-or  can  do  any  thing  to  v/ipe  away  this 
great  reproach  Avhich  I  have  brought;  only  this  L 
would  have  all  know,  this  great,  great  fault  and  fin,, 
is  mine;  I  take  it  to  myfelf ;  forrow,  trouble,  and 
great  afirKfrion  is  my  due  ;  I  take  it  home  to  myfelf  as 
the  fruit  of  m.y  own  doings,  fiom  the  hand  of  the 
Lord  that  i^  jealous  of  his  honour  ;  and  though  he  is 
long-fuffefing  and  of  great  mercy,  forgiving  iniquity 
and  tranfgreffions,  yet  by  no  means  clearing  tlie  guilty  ; 
they  (hall  not  go  unpu:jflied,  either  in  this  world,  or 
in  the  v/orld  to  come.  And  O,  that  a  fpirit  of  for- 
givencfs  from  the  Lord  may  reft  upon  ihe  hearts  of 
all  that  truly  fear  him,  fo  as  that  they  may  heartily 
ilciirc  that  a  fi:'iric  of  judgment  from  the  Lord  may 
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refl  upon  me  her<^  to  the  purifying  of  my  foul,  fo  that 
I  might  reft  with  him  hereafter  for  ever  and  ever. 
Amen.'  '  Abigail  Abbot.' 

The  book  called  «  The  Spirit  of  the  Martyrs  re- 
vived,'  (1718)  being  an  abridgment  of  the  hidory 
o{  the  martyrs,  was  now  ordered  to  be  printed,  for 
the  benefit  of  yoi-th  and  others. 

In  the  year  171 8,  and  about  the  lixty-fourth  of  his 
age,  died  Samuel  Randal,  near  Cork,  whofe  qualifi- 
cations and  good  fervices  as  an  elder,  tliough  he  had 
not  a  publick  gift  in  the  miniftry,  dcferve  to  be  com- 
memorated. His  grave  and  folid  converfation,  when 
but  a  youth,  adorned  his  Chrillian  profeHion  ;  but 
in  the  (lation  of  an  elder  he  was  truly  deferving  of 
double  honour,  being  not  only  a  good  example  him- 
felf  in  plainnefs,  temperance^  and  jiiflice  aniong  nien, 
but  alfo  zealoufly  concerned  for  the  honour  of  God 
and  promotion  of  truth  ;  and  that  Chridian  difciplinc 
and  good  order  might  be  maintained  among  the  pro- 
felTors  therc*of,  and  jaftice  and  judgment  duly  exer- 
cifcd  on  loofe  and  diforderly  v;alkers,  and  our  Chrifliaii 
profeflion  be  thereby  cleared  of  the  reproach  and 
fcandal  which  was  by  fuch  brought  upon  it ;  and  in 
his  dealings  with  particular  perfons,  or  families,  he 
difcharged  his  duty  fliithfully,  and  without  refpeft  of 
perfons.  And  as  he  was  fenfible  that  the  converfiition 
of  the  world,  and  the  eager  purfuit  after  the  riches 
and  grandeur  thereof,  had  proved  hurtful  to  many  in 
their  fpiritual  condition,  he  was  tenderly  engaged  to 
be  exemplary  in  his  ovvn  conduct  in  that  refpect ;  fcv 
when  probable  profpesTts  of  confiderable  opportunities 
of  worldly  gain  prefenred  themfelves,  he  often  cIq- 
ciined  embracing  them  for  truth's  and  example'^  f:\ke. 
He  v/a:  cheerfully  given  up  to  the  fervice  of  truth, 
not  only  at  home,  but  by  a  conllant  atrend^vnce  of 
both  iict'cnal  and  provincial  meetings  for  many  years, 
in  winter  as  Vvell  as  fummer,  until  natural  ih-cngih 
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failed.  He  died  in  unity  with  the  brethren,  peace 
with  God.  and  a  calm  refign  tion  to  his  holy  will. 

The  fame  year  died  alfo  Ma^-garet  Hoare,  alias 
Satterthwaite,  concerning  whom  we  have  the  follow- 
ing teftimony  :  that  her  converfc^tion  was  exemplary 
and  edifying  as  became  a  minilter  oF  Chrift.  She  was 
of  a  good  underftanding,  and  her  condu(5i:  attended 
with  great  fobriety,.  humility,  and  prudence.  She 
had  an  excellent  gift  in  the  miniflry,  which  was  as 
well  doftrinal,  as  fvt^eetly  comfortable  and  edifying  ; 
and  fhe  travelled  frequently  on  this  account,  both  in 
England  and  Ireland,  and  had  meetings  not  only 
among  friends,  but  ftrangers ;  and  when  at  home, 
was  very  ferviceable  in  vifiting  friends  families,  and 
doing  other  good  offices  in  the  church. 

In  her  lafl  ficknefs  fhe  plainly  triumphed  over  death, 
faying  that  her  falvation  was  fealed  to  her ;  and  near 
the  time  of  her  departure,  uttered  thefe,  among  other 
fweet  and  excellent  exprefficns  to  fome  friends  about 
her  :  '  Remember  my  dear  love  to  all  my  dear  friends, 
and  tell  them,  I  am  go-ng  to  my  God,  and  thei;  God, 
to  my  King,  and  their  King.  I  have  a  clear  confcience, 
void  of  offence  towards  God,  and  towards  all  men  : 
my  foul  doth  magnify  the  Lord,*  &c. 

In  the  year  1719,  and  eightieth  of  his  age,  died 
Robert  Hoope,  of  Lurgan,  in  the  county  of  Armagh, 
a  native  of  Skelton  near  Gifborough  in  Yorkfliire, 
who  came  into  Ireland  in  the  year  1660.  Hew^as 
educated  a  Proteftant  after  the  manner  of  the  church 
of  England ;  and  continued  fuch  until  feveral  doubts 
concerning  matters  of  religion  began  to  polTefs  his 
mind  ;  which  at  length,  about  the  year  1667  or  1668, 
were  effectually  cleared  up,  by  the  powerful  miniflry 
of  that  faithful  fervant  of  Chrifl,  Thomas  Loe,  who 
was  then  vifiting  thofe  parts  in  the  fervice  of  the  gof- 
pel ;  and  from  th^t  time  he  always  affembled  himfelf 
with  the  people  called  Quakers,  although  he  met  with 
many  perfccutions  and  trials  by  imprifonment,  and 


TEOPLE  CALLED  QUAKERS.  fiOj 

fuiTerings  of  many  kinds.  In  fome  few  years  after  his 
convincement,  it  pleafed  God  to  beftow  upon  him  a 
gift  in  the  miniftry,  in  the  exercife  of  which  he  la- 
boured faithfully,  to  the  edification  of  fouls  ;  and 
although  his  preaching  was  not  with  eloquence  of 
fpeech,  yet  it  was  attended  with  life  and  power. 
He  was  a  plain,  found-hearted  man,  free  from  often- 
tation,  a  peace  maker,  a  true  difciple  and  follower 
of  Jefus  in  feif-denial,  and  preferring  the  glories  of 
the  heavenly  kingdom  before  the  perifhing  riches  of 
this^world,  of  which  he  gave  a  fignal  proof  in  the 
latter  part  of  his  life,  having,  for  the  fpace  of  about 
twenty  years  before  his  deceafe,  when  his  health  and 
capacity  might  have  allowed  him  to  purfue  the  affairs 
of  this  life  with  a  profpe£l  of  an  increafe  of  outward 
riches,  feparatcd  himfclf  from  the  incumbrances  of 
the  world,  living  a  life  of  folitude  and  meditation, 
and  devoting  himfelf  to  the  fcrvice  and  promotion  of 
truth. 

The  years  1718  and  1719  were  memorable  for 
the  firfl:  advances  towards  the  deliverance  of  friends 
from  the  fulFerings  to  which  they  had  long  been 
liable,  on  account  of  their  confcientious  refufal  to 
fwear.  Great  fufferings  having  lately  attended  them 
on  this  occafion,  particularly  by  litigious,  wicked  per- 
fons,  filing  bills  in  Chancery  againft  them,  where 
their  anfwers  would  not  be  admitted  without  an  oath, 
(a  grievance  they  had  long  laboured  under  *)  it  was 
^ow  concluded,  that  endeavours  fhould  be  ufed,  if 
a  plain  affirmation,  or  fuch  as  might  be  eafy  to  all 
friends,  could  not  be  obtained,  to  get  a  claufe  in  a 
proper  bill  to  impower  the  chancellor,  and  the  barons 
of  the  exchequer,  to  receive  friends  anfwers  without 
an  oath,  where,  and  in  fuch  cafes  as  they  may  think 
convenient ;  which  endeavours  were  crowned  with  a 
happy  fuccefs  :  for  in  the  year  1719,  in  an  a£l  of 
parliament,  intituled,  '  An  AOi  for  the  Amendment  of 

♦  hcc  above,  in  the  year  1673. 

^^4 
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the  Law'  &c.  a  claufe  was  obtained,  allowing  friends' 
anfwers  to  bills  in  Chancery  upon  their  folemn  afEr- 
mation,  and  producing  a  certificate  figned  by  fix 
credible  friends.  The  fame  year  alfo  a  claufe  was 
obtained  in  an  a6l  pafled  for  exempting  Proteftant 
diffenters  from  certain  penalties  they  were  liable  unto, 
allowing  friends  the  privilege  ( in  common  with  other 
Proteftant  difiinters)  of  worftiipping  God  according 
to  their  confcience,  without  moieftation,  viz.  it  was 
hereby  ena£led,  That  theftatute  of  the  2d  of  queen 
Elizabeth,  for  the  uniformity  of  the  Common  Prayer, 
Sec,  whereby  all  perfons  are  required  to  refort  to 
their  parifh  church  or  chapel,  or  fome  ufual  place 
of  Common  Prayer,  Sec,  iliall  not  extend  to  any 
Proteftant  diifenter  who  fliall  take  the  oaths  of  fidelity, 
&c.  provided  that  the  place  of  meeting  be  cenificd 
to  the  biftiop  of  the  diocefe,  or  to  the  archdeacon, 
or  to  juftices  ofthe  peace  at  the  quarter-felTions,  and 
that  the  alTembly  be  not  held  with  the  doors  locked, 
barred,  or  bolted  ;  and  every  quaker  who  fhall  make 
or  fubfcribe  the  declaration  of  fidelity  to  king  George, 
of  renouncing  the  pope  and  pretender,  with  the  doc- 
trines of  purgatory,  tranfubftantiation,  kc.  fliall  be 
exempted  from  all  penalties  in  the  aforefaid  a£l,  and 
fliall  enjoy  all  the  like  privileges  and  advantages  as* 
pther  Proteftant  diflcnters* 
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CHAPTER  17. 

From  the  regijlerlng  of  Friends  Meeting-hcufes^  in  thd 
year  1719,  to  the  year  1751 . — The  Church  in  danger 
from  a  fpirit  of  libertimfm  and  luke-warmnefs^  in 
the  time  of  outward  peace  and  freedom, — The  folemn 
affirmation  firfl  granted  to  Friends  of  England^  through 
the  joi:it  folicitation  of  Friends  of  that  and  this  nation^ 
and  afterwards  extended  to  Friends  of  Ireland.^ 
Divers  Viftts  to  Friends  and  Strangers^  for  the  pro* 
motion  of  the  Chriflian  Doclrine  and  Difcipline, — Sum' 
rnary  of  the  lives^  charaBers^  and  fpiritual  exercifes 
of  divers  of  their  eminent  Minljiers  and  Elders.— 
Chronological  Tables  of  the  frji  Settlement  of  the 
fever al  Me£tings  in  Ireland^  and  of  th  Vifits  of 
minifiering  Friends  :  as  alfo^  a  Jummary  view  of  the 
Sufferings  of  this  People^  from  the  beginning  to  the 
prefent  Tear. 

It  is  obfervable,  that  in  'this  time  of  outward  peace, 
2nd  freedom  from  fufferings  of  divers  kinds  (1720), 
to  which  Friends  formerly  had  been  expofed,  caufc 
was  given  for  complaints  at  the  Third  month  national 
meeting,  1720,  of  the  breach  of  minutes,  through 
the  prevalence  of  a  loofe  hbertine  fpirit  among  many 
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of  our  youth,  and  a  carelefs,  fleepy,  flothful  fpirit, 
with  refpcft  to  religious  duties,  among  fome  more 
aged  ;  and  particularly  about  this  time  ( 1 7 2 1 J  friends 
v/ere  greatly  a^^i6i:ed  on  an  obfervation  of  the  failings 
of  fome,  in  relation  to  their  trading  and  dealing  be- 
yond the  bounds  of  truth  and  moderation,  to  the 
invading  the  property  of  others,  and  obftru6};ion  of 
the  progrefs  of  truth ;  and  complaint  was  made  of 
the  negligence  of  divers  parents  in  educating  their 
children  in  honed  and  fuitable  employments,  of  pride 
in  apparel,  and  the  high  living  of  fome  above  their 
circumftances,  to  the  diflionour  of  truth,  their  own 
hurt,  and  the  trouble  of  the  church.  Now  in  order 
to  flop  the  progrefs  of  thefe  evils,  a  provifional  vifit 
was  made  to  the  feveral  monthly  meetings,  in  the 
provinces  of  Leinfter  and  Ulfler  ;  and  likewife  a  cer- 
tain paper  intitled,  '  A  brief  and  ferious  Warning  to 
fcch  as  are  concerned  in  Commerce  and  Trading, 
who  go  under  the  profelTion  of  Truth,  to  keep  within 
the  bounds  thereof,  in  Righteoufnefs,  Juflice,  and 
Honefty^  to  all  Men,'  written  by  Ambrose  Rigg, 
was  now  reprinted  for  a  general  fervice,  which  was 
as  followeth; 

*  Many  days  and  months,  yea,  fome  years,  hath 
my  life  been  opprefTed,  and  my  fpirit  grieved,  to  fee 
and  hear  of  the  uneven  walking  of  many,  who  have 
a  name  to  live,  and  profefs  the  knowledge  of  God 
in  words,  yea,  and  alfo  of  fome  who  have  tailed  of 
the  good  word  of  God,  and  have  been  made  partakers 
of  the  powers  of  the  world  to  come,  and  have  re- 
ceived the  heavenly  gift  and  grace  of  God,  which 
teachcth  all  who  walk  in  it,  to  deny  all  ungodlinefs 
and  worldly  lufts,  and  to  live  foberly,  honeflly,  and 
righteouiiy  in  this  prefent  world  ;  whofe  faithfulnefs 
(with  great  reafon)  hath  been  expejTied  to  God  in 
things  of  the  highefl:  concern,  and  to  have  walked 
as  lights  in  the  world,  and  in  all  faithfulnefs  both  to 
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God  and  man,  to  have  flood  as  livlnp^  monumeni^s  of 
the  mercies  of  the  Lord,  letting  their  lights  fo  fhine 
before  men,  that  they  might' fee  their  good  \^'orks, 
both  in  fpirirual  and  temporal  concerns  ;  and  fo  might 
have  honoured  and  glorified  God  in  their  day  and 
generation,  and  have  convinced  or  confounded  gain- 
fiiyers,  putting  to  filence  the  ignorance  of  foolifli  men; 
whereby  the  worthy  name  of  the  Lord,  by  which 
thev  have  been  called,  might  have  been  renowned 
through  the  earth  ;  and  his  precious  truth  and  glory 
fpread  to  the  ends  of  it ;  that  many  through  the  be- 
holding their  good  and  exemplary  conyerfation  in 
Chriil,  coupled  with  the  holy  fear  of  God,  might 
have  defired  to  lay  bold  of  the  ikirt  of  a  Chriftiaa 
indeed,  whole  praife  is  not  of  men,  but  of  God. 

'  Thefe  are  the  fruits  which  we  have  laboured  and 
travailed  for,  through  many  and  great  tribulations, 
that  many  might  be  turned  to  righteoufnefs,  and  that 
the  knowledge  of  the  power  and  glory  of  the  Lord 
might  cover  the  earth,  even  as  the  waters  do  the 
fea.  This  was,  and  is,  our  only  end  and  defign, 
which,  bleiTed  be  the  Lord,  many  are  witnelTes  of, 
and  eftabliflied  in,  to  our  abundant  joy  and  comfort. 
But  there  are  fome  amongil  us,  who  have  not  walked 
humbly  with  the  Lord,  as  he  hath  required,  nor 
kept  in  that  low  eflate  ;  neither  inwardly  nor  out- 
wardly, which  becometh  fuch  who  are  travelling  up 
to  Zion,  with  their  faces  thitherward ;  but  have 
launched  from  the  rock  which  is  firm  and  fure,  into 
the  great  fea  of  troubles  and  uncertainty,  where  fomc 
have  been  drow^ned,  others  hardly  efcaping,  and 
many  yet  labonring  for  the  fhore,  with  little  hopes 
of  coming  at  it ;  who  have  not  only  brought  them- 
felves  in  danger  of  fulfering  Ihipwreck,  but  have  drawn 
in  others,  and  have  endangered  them  alfo ;  which 
hath  opened  the  mouths  of  the  enemies  of  Zion's 
welfare,  to  biafpheme  his  great  and  glorious  name ; 
and  hath  eclipfcd  the  luflre  of  the  glorious  Sun.  of 
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Rigbteoufncfs,  both  in  city  and  in  country :  this  is  a 
crying  evil,  and  ought  not  to  go  unreproved,  and 
that  with  a  fevere  countenance ;  for  God  is  angry 
with  it,  and  will  affuredly  punifh  it. 

Many  have  got  credit  upon  the  account  of  truth, 
becaufe  at  the  beginning  it  did,  and  doth  ftill,  lead 
all,  who  were  and  are  faithful  to  it,  to  faithfulnefs 
and  truth,  even  in  the  unrighteous  mammon,  and 
io  let  their  Yea  be  Yea,  and  their  Nay  be  Nay, 
even  betweeii  man  and  man  in  outward  things  ;  fo 
that  many  would  have  credited  one  that  was  called  a 
C>iiaker  with  r.uch,  and  many  I  believe  did  merely 
upon  that  account,  fome  whereof,  1  doubt,  have  juft 
<:aufe  to  repent  of  it  already :  but  if  truth  and  righ- 
teoufnefs  had  been  lived  in  by  all  who  profefs  it, 
there  had  been  no  fuch  occafion  given  :  for  they 
who  ilill  retain  their  integrity  to  the  truth  and  life  of 
righteoufnefs  manifcfled,  can  hve  v;ith  a  cup  of  water, 
and  a  morfel  of  bread  in  a  cottage,  before  they  can 
hazard  other  mens  fflates  to  advance  their  own. 
Such  are  not  forward  to  borrow,  nor  to  complain 
for  want ;  for  their  eye  and  truft  i^  to  the  Lord  their 
preferver  and  upholder,  and  he  hath  conrinuexl  the 
little  meal  in  the  barrel,  and  the  oil  in  the  crufe  hath 
not  failed  to  fuch,  till  God  hath  fent  further  help; 
this  is  certainly  known  to  a  remnant  at  this  day, 
^'  who  have  coveted  no  man's  filver,  gold,  or  apparel, 
but  have  and  do  labour  with  their  hands  night  and 
day,  that  the  gofpel  may  be  without  charge." 

*  It  is  fo  far  below  the  nobility  of  Chriflianity,  that 
it  is  fhort  of  common  civility  and  honefl  fo'ciety 
amongfl  men,  to'  twift  into  mens  eftates,  and  borrow 
upon  the  truth's' credit  (gained  by  the  jufl  and-  up- 
right dealing  of  the  faithlulj  more  than  they  certainly 
know  their  own  eftate.^  are  like  to  anfwer ;  and  %ith 
what  they  borrov/,  reiich  after  great  things  in  the 
world,  appearing  to  men  to  be  what  in  the  fight  of 
God  and  truth  ihey  are  notj  feeking  to  compafs great 
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gain  to  themfelvcs,  whereby  to  make  themfelves  or 
children  rich  or  great  in  the  world  :  this  I  teilify  for 
the  Lord  God  is  deceit  and  hvpocrify,  and  will  be 
blafted  with  the  breath  of  his  mouth ;  and  we  have 
feen  it  blafted  already. 

*  And  that  ellate  that  is  got  either  with  the  rending^ 
or  with  the  hazard  of  rending  another  man's,  is 
neither  honellily  got,  nor  can  be  blelTed  in  the  pof- 
feilion :  for  he  that  borrows  money  of  another,  if 
the  money  lent  be  either  the  lender's  proper  eftatc, 
or  part  of  it,  or  orphan's  money  that  he  is  entruiled 
\vithal,  or  widow's,  or  fome  fuch,  who  would  not  let 
it  go,  but  upon  certain  good  fecurity,  and  to  have 
the  valuable  coniideration  of  its  improvement ;  and  the 
borrower,  though  he  hath  little  or  no  real  or  perfonal 
eftate  of  his  own,  but  hath  got  fome  credit,  either 
as  he  is  a  profefTor  of  the  truth,  or  otherwife,  and 
hath  (it  may  be)  a  little  hcufc,  and  a  fmall  trade, 
it  may  be  enough  to  a  low  and  contented  mind ;  but 
then  the  enemy  gets  in,  and  works  in  his  mind, 
and  he  begins  to  think  of  an  higher  trade  and  a 
finer  houfe,  and  to  live  more  at  eafe  and  pleafure  iii 
the  world,  and  then  contrives  how  he  m.ay  borrow 
of  this  and  the  other;  and  when  accomplilhed  accor- 
ding to  his  defire,  then  he  begins  to  undertake  great 
things,  and  get  into  a  fine  houfe,  and  gather  rich 
furniture  and  goods  together,  launching  prefently  into 
the  ftrong  torrent  of  a  great  trade,  and  then  makes  a 
great  ftiew,  beyond  what  really  he  is^  which  is  dif- 
honefly.  And  if  he  accomplifh  his  intended  purpofe, 
to  raife  himfelf  in  the  world,  it  is  with  the  hazard, 
at  leaft,  of  other  men's  ruin,  which  is  unjufl ;  but  if 
he  falls  fhort  of  his  expectation,  as  commonly  fuch  do, 
then  he  doth  not  only  ruin  others,  but  himfelf  alfo, 
and  brings  a  great  reproach  upon  the  blefled  truth  he 
profefleth,  which  is  worfe  than  all ;  and  this  hath 
already  been  raanirefted  in  a  great  meafure,  and  by 
fad  experience  witneilcd.    But  the  honeft,  upright. 
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heart  and  mind  knows  how  to  want,  as  well  as  how 
to  abound,  having  learned  content  in  all  Hates  and 
conditions;  a  fmall  cottage  and  a  little  trade  is  fufB- 
cient  to  that  mind,  and  it  never  wants  what  is  fufficient: 
for  He  that  clothes  the  lilies,  and  feeds  the  ravens, 
cares  for  all  who  truft  in  him,  as  it  is  at  this. day 
witnelTed,  praifes  to  God  on  high  ;  and  that  man 
hath  no  glory  in,  nor  mind  out  after,  *  fupcrfluouior 
needlefs,  rich  hangings,  coflly  furniture,  fine  tables, 
great  treats,  curious  beds,  vcllels  of  filver,  or  veiTels 
of  gold,  the  very  pofiellion  of  which  creates  envy,'  as 
{■Aid  the  ancient  Chriflian,  Clemens  Alexandrinus. 
Posdag.  lib.  2.  cap.  3.  p.  160,  161. 

*  The  way  to  be  rich  and  happy  in  this  world  is 
firft  to  learn  righteoufnefs ;  for  fuch  v.'^^re  never  for* 
fakenin  any  age,  nor  their  feed  begged  bread.  And 
charge  all  parents  of  children,  that  they  keep  their 
children  low  and  plain  in  meat,  drink,  and  apparel, 
and  every  thing  elfe,and  in  due  fubjcclion  to  all  jOll  and 
reafonable  commands  ;  and  let  them  not  appear  above 
the  real  eftaies  of  their  parents,  nor  get  up  in  pride 
and  high  things  though  their  parents  have  plentiful 
cflates ;  for  that  is  of  dangerous  confequence  to  their 
future  happinefs.  And  let  all  who  profefs  die  truth, 
both  young  and  old,  rich  and  poor,  fee  that  they 
walk  according  to  the  rule  and  difcipline  of  the  gof- 
pel,  in  all  godly  converfation  and  honedy,  that  none 
may  fuifer  wrong  by  them  in  any  matter  or  thing 
whatever :  that  as  the  apofile  exhorted,  "  they  may 
owe  nothing  to  any  man,  but  to  love  one  another ; 
for  love  out  of  a  pure  heart  is  the  fulfilling  of  the  law:'* 
which  law  commands  to  do  juftly  to  all  men  :  and 
he  that  hath  but  little,  let  him  live  according  to  that 
little,  and  appear  to  be  what  in  truth  he  is ;  for  above 
all  God  abhors  the  hypocrite,  and  he  that  makes  hafte 
10  be  rich,  fails  into  fnarcs,  temptations,  and  many 
noifomc  and  hurtful  lufls,  (i  Tim.  vi.  9),  which  drown 
many  in  perdition  j      and  the  love  of  money  is 
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tne  root  of  all  evil,  which  while  fome  have  lulled 
after,  they  have  erred  from  the  faith,  and  compaiTed 
themfelves  about  with  many  forrows."  Ci  1 'ira.  vi.  lo.) 

'  For  preventing  this  growing  evil  for  the  time  to 
come,  let  fuch  by  faithful  friends  be  exhorted,  who 
either  live  without  due  care,  fpending  above  what 
they  are  able  to  pay  for,  or  ruri  into  great  trades, 
beyond  what  they  can  in  honefly  and  truth  manage, 
and  let  them  be  tenderly  admoniflied  of  fuch  their 
undertakings ;  this  will  not  offend  the  lowly,  upright 
mind  ;  neither  will  the  honeft-minded,  who  through 
a  temptation  may  be  drawn  into  fuch  a  fnare  and 
danger,  take  any  occafion  to  ftumble,  becaufe  his 
deeds  are  brought  to  light.  And  if  after  mature  de- 
liberation, any  are  manifefled  to  be  run  into  any 
danger  of  falling,  or  pulling  others  down  with  them, 
let  them  be  faithfully  dealt  withal  in  time,  before 
hope  of  recovery  bt  loft,  by  honefl:,  faithful  friends, 
who  are  clear  of  fuch  things  themfelves,  and  be  ad- 
monifhed  to  pay  what  they  have  borrowed,  faithfully 
and  in  due  time,  and  be  content  with  their  own,  and 
to  labour  with  their  own  hands  in  the  thing  that  is 
honefl,  that  they  may  have  wherewith  to  give  to  him 
that  needeth,  knowing  that  it  is  more  ble&d  to  give 
than  to  receive.  (A£ls  xxii.  35).  And  if  they  hear, 
and  are  thereby  recovered,  you  will  not  count  your 
labour  loft  ;  but  if  they  be  high,  and  refufe  admoni- 
tion, it  is  a  manifeft  fign  all  is  not  well.  Let  fuch  be 
admonifhed  again  by  more  friends,  and  warned  of  the 
danger  before  them  ;  and  if  they  ftill  refufe  and  reje<5l 
counfel  and  admonition,  then  lay  it  before  the  meeting 
concerned  about  truth's  affairs,  to  which  they  do  be- 
long ;  and  if  they  refufe  to  hear  them,  then  let  a  tefti- 
mony  go  forth  againft  fuch  their  proceedings  and  under- 
takings, as  not  being  agreeable  to  the  truth,  nor  the 
teftimony  of  a  good  confcience,  neither  in  the  fight  of 
God  nor  man  ;  this  will  be  a  terror  to  evil-doers  of 
this  kind,  and  a  f)raife,  encouragement,  and  refrelh- 
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meiit  to  them  who  do  well,  and  nothing  will  be  loft 
that  is  worth  faving,  by  this  care:  for  he  that  doth 
truth,  whether  in  fpiritual  or  temporal  matters,  will 
willingly  bring  his  deeds  to  light,  that  they  may  be 
manifefted  to  all,  that  they  are  wrought  in  God. 

*  Thefc  things  lay  weightily  upon  me,  and  I  may 
truly  fay,  in  the  fight  of  God,  I  writ  them  in  a  great 
crofs  to  my  own  will,  for  I  delight  not^  nay,  my  foul 
is  bowed  down,  at  the  occafion  of  writing  fuch  things  ; 
but  there  is  no  remedy,  the  name  of  the  Lord  has 
been,  and  is  likely  to  be  greatly  diftionoured^  if  things 
of  this  nature  be  not  ftopped,  or  prevented  for  time 
to  come :  therefore  I  beieech  you  all,  who  have  the 
weight  and  fenfe  of  thefe  things  upon  you,  let  fome 
fpeedy  and  elfeclual  courfe  be  taken  to  prevent  what 
poffibly  we  may,  both  in  this  and  all  other  things, 
that  may  any  way  cloud  the  glory  of  that  fun,  which 
is  rifen  amongft  us ;  and  make  this  publick,  and 
fent  it  abroad  to  be  read  in  true  fear  and  reverence, 
and  let  all  concerned  be  faithfully  and  plainly  warned, 
without  refpe61:  of  perfons,  by  faithful  friends,  who 
have  the  care  of  God's  glory,  and  his  churches  peace 
and  profperity  upon  them  :  fo  will  the  majefty  and 
glory  of  God  fhine  upon  your  heads^,  and  you  fliall 
be  a  good  favour  of  life,  both  in  them  that  are  faved, 
and  in  them  that  are  loft.' 

'  Written  by  one  who  longs  to  fee  righteoufnefs 
cxakedj  and  ail  deceit  confounded. 

'  Ambrofe  Rigge.' 

Catton  Place,  in  Surry,  the  i6th  of  the 
Eleventh  Month,  1678. 

This  year  (1721)  divers  friends,  according  to 
form.er  pra(5i:ice,  by  appointrtient  of  the  national  meet- 
ing went  over  to  attend  the  Yearly  meeting  at  London ; 
and  particularly  Thomas  Wilfon,  w  ho  not  only  vifired 
friends  there  in  the  fervice  of  the  gofpel,  but  tarried 
a  confiderable  time  at  London,  where  he  yi'intd  his 
affiftance  to  friends  there,  who  were  foliciiing  for 
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eafe  In  the  folemn  afBrmation ;  and  it  plea  fed  the 
Lord  to  blefs  their  endeavours  with  fuccefs,  the  king 
and  parliament  granting  fuch  an  amendment  in  the 
affirmation  as  made  it  eafy  to  all  friends,  to  their  no 
fmall  comfort  and  joy ;  which  laid  the  foundatioa 
for  the  fame  indulgence  afterwards  granted  alfo  to 
friends  of  this  natioti,  as  we  fhall  fee  in  due  time. 

The  form  of  the  firfl:  affirmation  granted  to  friends 
in  England,  in  the  year  1696,  was  as  follows:  '  I 
A.  B.  do  declare,  in  the  prefence  of  Almighty  God^ 
the  witnefs  of  the  truth  of  what  I  fay.* 

The  form  of  the  affirmation  granted  this  year  to 
friends  of  England,  and  afterwards  to  friends  of  Ire- 
land^ to  univerfal  fatisfa£l:ion,  was  this:  'I,  A.  B-. 
do.folemnly,  fincerely  and  truly,  declare  and  affii-m." 
,  In  the  year  1721  died,  John  Exham  of  Charleville, 
having  been  convinced  whilft  a  foldier,  about  the 
year  1658,  and  being  faithful,  according  to  his  fenfe 
of  his  duty,  he  became  zealoufly  concerned  to  vific 
the  fraall  gatherings  of  friends  in  thofe  early  days, 
having  received  a  gift  in  the  minillry,  which  although 
fomewhat  obfcured  by  fome  natural  infirmities,  yet 
in  the  exercife  thereof,  he  did  oftentimes  dehver 
wholefome  and  profound  tru:hs. 

About  the  year  1667,  he  proclaimed  repentance 
and  amendment  of  life  through  the  ftreets  of  Cork, 
his  head  being  covered  with  hair-cloth  and  aflies,  for 
which  he  fuffered  imprifonment.  He  was  concerned 
in  the  like  exercife  in  che  fame  city,  in  the  year  i6gS. 

In  the  year  1710,  being  the  eighty-£ril  of  his  age, 
and  when  almoft  blind,  he  gave  a  fingular  infiiance  of 
the  fervour  and  conft?ncy  of  his  love  to  the  brethren, 
by  performing  a  religious  vifit  to  the  greateft  part  of 
the  families  of  fri(  nds  Throughout  this  nation ;  in  which 
fervicc  it  appeared  evident  to  thofe  who  were  witneiTes 
of  it,  that  he  had  a  fpirit  of  difcerning,  for  he  often- 
times fpoke  very  pertinently,  without  having  received 
any  information  from  men,  to  the  particular  con- 
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ditions  of  feveral  where  he  was  thus  concerncc!* 
He  was  a  man  of  an*  innocent  Hfe  and  coverfatlon, 
jufl  in  his  dealings,  merciful  to  the  poor,  and  wel! 
beloved  by  his  neighbours  and  friends,  and  feldoni 
miffed  any  opportunity  of  giving  good  counfel.  lie 
continued  his  refidence  at  Charleville  through  many 
difficulties  and  hazards  during  the  lafl  war.  He  was 
gready  devoted  to  meditation,  commonly  fpending 
many  hours  in  a  day  in  retirement':  was  efteem.ed  to 
have  had  a  prophetick  gift,  divers  parucular  inftances 
whereof  cannot  at  this  diftance  of  time  be  collefted^ 
but  the  two  following  are  well  attefted. 

ifl.  Whilil  he  was  performing  the  vifit  to  the 
families  above-mentioned,  being  in  a  certain  room, 
he  called  out  and  enquired  who  was  diere  prefent ; 
and  then  told  them,  there  was  among  them  a  youth 
upon  whom  the  Lord  would  pour  forth  his  Spirit, 
and  that  he  fliculd  vilit  feveral  nations,  which  was 
accomplifhed  ;  a  certain  young  man  then  prefent, 
having  afterwards  received  a  gift  in  the  miniflry, 
which  he  exercifed  to  the  edification  of  the  churches 
both  at  home  and  abroad. 

2d.  Whereas  before  the  accelTion  of  king  James  II. 
to  the  crown,  the  earl  of  Orrery  had  a  great  houfe 
at  Charleville,  then  a  fplendid  flruclure,  unto  which 
there  was  frequently  a  great  refort  of  company.  At 
one  particular  time,  when  a  large  com.pany  of  great 
perfons  were  there  affembled,  fpending  their  time 
'  in  feafling,  mirth,  &c.  John  Exham  had  an  impulfc 
on  his  mind  to  go  to  the  houfe,  and  call  the  people 
there  met  to  repentance,  which  he  accordingly  did  (a 
large  crowd  following  him)  and  denounced  the  Lord's 
judgments,  and  wo,  to  that  great  houfe,  and  that  it 
fliould  be  deflroyed,  and  become  an  habitauon  for  the 
fowls  of  the  air.  Hereupon  the  earFs  fervants  attempted 
to  drive  him  away ;  but  the  earl  commanded  them  to 
•  let  the  honeflman  fpeak.  Having  delivered  his  raeffage, 
he  went  away,  but  in  a  htde  time  returned  back. 
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tiud  called  for  the  earl,  and  fald  to  him,  '  Becaufe 
thou  had  been  kind  and  loving  to  the  fervant 
of  the  Lord,  the  evil  fliidl  not  be  in  thy  days. 
The  event  anfwered  the  prediction  ;  for  the  great 
houfe  above-mentioned , .  in  the  :ime  of  the  late  wars, 
'  lince  the  deceafe  of  the  earl  above-named,  was  de- 
ftroyed  by  fire,  and  vifibly  became  an  habitation  for 
the  fowls  of  the  air,  which  bniit  their  nefts  in  it. 

The  faid  John  Exham  died  in  the  ninety- fecond 
year  of  his  age,  having  been  a  rainifter  fixty  years, 
and  retained  his  zeal  and  integrity  to  the  lafl. 

This  year  (.1722)  was  m.emorable  for  the  favour 
fhewn  by  the  legiilature  to  hiends  of  this  n-;ition,  in 
granting  them  a  plain  affirmation  (in  many  neceiriry 
cafes)  inffcead  of  an  oath,  in  the  foHowing  words,  viz. 
^  I,  A.  B.  do  folemnly,  fmcerely,  and  truly  aeci.ire 
and  affirm which  was  granted  for  three  years,  and 
to  the  end  of  the  then  next  feffion  of  parliament. 

In  the  year  1723,  being  the  fixtieth  of  his  age, 
and  about  the  twenty-feventh  of  his  miniftiy,  died 
John  Barcroft  of  Arkill,  near  Edenderry.  He  was 
the  fon  of  William  and  Margaret  Barcroft,  born  at 
Shralegh,  near  Rofenallis,  in  the  Queen's  county,  in 
the  year  1664.  He  was  the  firft  friend  who  came  to 
fettle  near  Edenderry  after  the  wars,  to  which  meeting 
he  did  belong,  and  was  very  helpful  at  that  time, 
to  encourage  fome  few  families  to  meet  together  to 
worfliip  God,  and  became  very  ferviceable  in  that 
meeting,  which  is  fmce  becom.e  large. 

He  was  religioufly  inclined  from  his  youth,  a  zealous 
attender  of  meetings  for  the  VN'orfliip  of  Almighty  God, 
and  a  diligent  waiter  therein,  whereby  he  grew  in 
the  knowledge  of  God,  and  of  the  myfleries  of  his 
heavenly  kingdom  ;  and  about  the  thirty-third  year 
of  his  age,  it  pleafed  God  to  call  him  into  the  miniilry 
of  the  word  and  do£lrine  ;  but  being  a  modeft  man, 
he  became  poffefled  with  great  fears,  when  firft  per- 
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fuaded  that  the  Lord  would  call  him  to  this  worky. 
both  from  the  various  cenfures  of  men,  to  which  he 
iBufl  be  expofed,  and  from  his  obfervation  of  the 
mifcondufl  of  fome,  otherwife  lively  and  of  large 
experience  in  the  miniftry,  who  yet  at  times  did  hurt 
both  to  themfelves  and  the  people,  by  fometimes  ex- 
ceeding the  bounds  oT  their  gifts,  and  multiplying 
words  v/ithout  life.  Under  thefe  fears  and  reafonings 
with  flefh  and  blood,  he  was  greatly  exercifed,  until 
the  Lord  forfook  him  for  a  feafon,  but  was  afterwards 
gracioufly  pleafed  to  vifit  him  again,  when  he  gave 
up  to  the  heavenly  call,  and  in  great  dread  uttered  a 
few  words  in  a  meeting,  and  m  procefs  of  time  be- 
came a  diligent  and  fuccefsful  labourer  for  the  good 
of  fouls,  both  in  this  kingdom  and  in  England  ; 
having  vifited  the  meetings  of  friends  in  the  provjnces 
of  Ulfter  and  Munfler,  feverally,  eleven  times  in  the 
fervice  of  the  gofpel,  to  his  own  foul's  peace,  and 
the  edification  of  the  churches,  and  been  ten  times 
at  the  Yearly  meeting  of  London. 

His  miniftry  was  plain  and  Lively,  nor  was  he  for- 
ward to  appear  wiihout  real  neceflity.  lie  was  not 
flothful  in  his  outward  affairs,  but  managed  them 
■with  difcretion  and  prudence;  yet  was  fervent  in 
fpirit,  and  freely  given  up  to  ferve  the  Lord,  his 
church  and  people,  and  preferred  the  profperity  of 
Sion  as  his  chief  joy.  His  convcrfation  among  men 
greatly  adorned  his  profeflion,  being  pleafant  and 
cheerful,  yet  grave,  meek,  and  humble,  preferring 
others  before  himfelf ;  a  peace-maker,  being  fin- 
gularly  helpful  in  compofmg  differences,  an  ufeful 
help-meet  in  the  government  of  the  church,  being 
gifted  for  that  fervice,  and  at  the  fame  time  ruling 
well  his  own  houfe ;  a  frequent  vifitor  of  the  fick, 
diaricable,  and  given  to  hofpitality. 

In  the  year  17 18,  being  at  London,  he  was  under 
a  particular  excrcife  of  mind,  from  a  fenfe  he  believed 
to  be  given  him  of  the  Lord,  of  a  dreadful  day  of 
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mortaltty  that  was  coming  upon  the  inhabitants  of 
England,  and  particularly  the  city  of  London,  which 
he  was  concerned  to  publifli  at  Dcvonfhire-houfe 
meeting,  and  fome  other  places ;  and  in  the  year 
1720,  "at  Dublin,  he  publiflied  a  prophetick  warning 
to  the  inhabitants  of  Great-Britain  and  IrelanJ,  to 
dread  the  Lord,  and  turn  from  the  evil  of  their  ways, 
before  his  fury  break  forth  upon  them  as  an  over-  - 
flowing  fcourge,  fetting  forth  that  the  meafure  of 
the  fins  of  many.feems  now  to  be  full,  and  that  the 
lord  had  flicwn  him  that  the  flroke  of  mortality 
is  near  at  hand,  and  that  he  will  farely  vifit  fpeedily 
v'ith  a  great  and  heavy  fcourge,  if  not  prevented  by 
repentance. 

In  the  firfi:  month,  in  the  year  172-,  being  about 
the  fevcnty  firfi:  of  his  age,  and  forty-feventh  of  liis 
rainiftry,  died  at  Hillfborough,  Alexander  Seaton  ; 
who  was  born  at  Cuttlecrags,  near  Lethinty,  in 
Aberdeen  county  in  Scotland,  about  the  year  1652. 
About  the  age  of  feventeen  years  he  was  put  to  the 
college  of  the  old  town  of  Aberdeen  ;  and  after  being 
there  about  two  years,  was  fome  time  at  the  houfe  of 
Alexandar  Forbes,  of  Achorthies,  whofe  wife  was  his 
kinfwoman  ,  and  they  being  friends  and  exemplary, 
it  pleafed  the  Lord  to  open  his  underilanding, 
that  he  was  convinced  of  the  truth  in  the  year  1675. 
He  v\'as  afterwards  further  informed  and  confirmed  by 
being  prefcnt  at  a  difputc  between  Robert  Barclay 
and  George  Keith,  and  fome  fludepts  there ;  and  in 
the  year  1676,  he  was  committed  to  prifon  in  the 
tolbooth  of  Aberdeen,  with  many  more  friends^^  r;nd- 
there  detained   about  nineteen   nionths.     In  this 
time  his  mouth  was  opened  in  a  living  piablick  tefli- 
mony  to  the  truth,  which  he  continued  to  bear  after-, 
wards  when  at  liberty,  labouring  in  the  gofpel  of  oar 
Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus  Chrifl,  and  being  inftrumental 
to  turn  people  from  darknefs  to  light,  and  from  the 
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power  of  fatan  to  God:  in  Scotland,  Ireland,  an4 
England. 

Some  time  after  bis  marriage,  he  took  up  his  abode 
and  refided  for  fome  years  at  Ghifgow.    A  pretty  hot 
perfecution  then  falling  on  the  few  friends  that  were 
fettled  there,  both  by  the  miigiftrates  and  a  rude 
multitude  of  men  and  women,  who  net  only  beat 
and  abufed  friends  in  their  meetings,  but,  haling  them 
thereout,  abufed  them  in  the  ftreets  to  the  danger  of 
their  lives,  and  committed  them  xo  prifon  ;  where- 
upon this  our  friend  found  himfelf  engaged  in  mind 
to  dwell  at  Glafgov/,^  not  only  to  bear  a  part  of 
the  burden  in  the,  heat  of  that  time  of  perfecunon., 
btit  alfo  for  the  (Irengthening,  comforting,  and  en- 
couraging his  brethren  to  faithhilnefs  and  conftancy, 
through  various  tribulations  and  perfecutions ;  w"hich 
had  fo  good  an  effe<^  that  he  was  infi:rum.ental,  by. 
the  Lord's  afliflance,  to  overcome  the  perfecutions, 
fo  that  friends  enjoyed  their  meetings  more  peaceably 
than  before;  but  the  people  being  fettled  in  their 
empty  profoffions,  without  an  opennefs  to  receive 
the  truth,  he  \vas  clear  to  leave  the  place;  and 
in  the  year  1699,  he  came  from  Glafgow,  Vv'ith 
his  family,  to  Ireland,  and  fetded  in  the  town  Ox 
Hillfborough,  in  the  county  of  Down.    During  all 
the  time  of  his  hving  there,  tmtil  he  grew  infirm, 
he  didy  attended  meetings  at  home,  as  alfo  the 
monthly  and  provincial  meetings ;  in  which  he  was 
of  good  fervice  both  in  dodrine  and  difcipline,  having 
a  large,  found,  and  clear  gift  in  the  miniftry ;  and 
although  a  fcholar,  was  not  much  known  to  be  fucji 
in  his  ferviccs  for  the  Lord,  not  efteeming  that  learn- 
ing in  comparifon  of  the  gift  of  God,  and  the  operation 
of  his  lioly  Spirit;  under  which  he  was  a  jealous, 
faithful,  humble,  and  meek  labourer  in  the  work  of 
the  rainiftry,  to' the  informing  the'  underflandings  of 
the  ignorant,  and  to  the  conifort  and  encouragement 
of  Sion's  travellers ;  prudent,  confiderate,  and  fea- 


PEOPLE  CALLED  (>TJAKERS.  279 


foTiable  la  offering  his  gifr,  powerful  in  pra^'er ;  in 
difcipline  of  a  deep  and  Iblid  judgment,  often  helpful 
in  difficult  cafes;  a  man  of  good  underftanding,  having 
been  engaged  in  difputes  with  feveral  prieits,  on  divers 
religious  fubjecls,  upon  vrhich  he  reafoned  with  great 
clearnefs  ;  a  man  of  few  words  in  ccnvcrfation,  and 
ignorant  in  the  things  of  the  world.  He  ufed  daily 
to  devote  fome  part  of  his  time  to  religious  retirement, 
?fnd  adorned  the  doclrine  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chriil:  by 
a  folid  deportment  and  exemplary  converfation.  In 
the  latter  part  of  his  time  he  was  very  much  anliclied 
V  with  bodily  weaknefs ;  which  he  bore  with  patience 
and  refignation,  and  died  in  great  peace  and  quietnefs, 
having,  among  many  other  fweet  expreilions  on  his 
death  bed,  declared,  that  he  had  partaken  of  the 
earned  of  that  joy  which  fhould  never  have  end. 

In  the  year  1724,  and  the  eighty-fourth  of  his  age, 
died  Thomas  Wight,  o*  the  city  of  Cork.  He  was 
the  foil  of  Rice  Wight,  minifler  of  the  town  of 
Bandon,  who  was  the  fon  of  Thom^as  Wi^hc,  who 
was  alfo  miniller  of  the  fam.e  town,  who  came 
from  Guildford,  in  England.  His  father,  Rice 
Wight,  was  a  zealous  man  in  the  difcharge  of  his 
office,  and  more  devoted  and  tender  in  that  refpefl 
than  the  generality  of  the  priefts,  and  very  flricl  in 
the  education  of  his  children,  according  to  the  manner 
of  the  church  of  England.  His  fon  Thomas  ferved 
an  hard  appreniiceOiip  with  a  clothier  ia  Bandon,  and 
whilil  in  his  fervice  hearing  of  a  Quakers  meeting  to 
be  held  in  that  neighbourhood,  he  went  to  it  out  of 
curiofiry  ;  but  finding  that  the  people  fat  filent  for 
a  long  time,  he  began  to  be  very  uneafy,  and  to 
think  within  himfelf,  that  as  he  tad  heard  the  Oiiakera 
w^ere  w  itches,  he  might  be  bewitched  if  he  ihauld  ftay 
,  longer.  However,  he  waited  a  little  longer,  until. 
.  Francis  Howgil  flood  up  and  uttered  thefe  words : 
*  Before  the  eye  can  Tee,  it  mull  be  opened ;  before 
the  ear  can  hear,  it  mufl  be  undopped  j  and  before 
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the  heart  can  underftand,  it  muft  be  illuminated.* 
Thefe  three  fentences,  as  Francis  opened  them  to  the 
congregation  with  great  clearnefs  and  energy,  made 
a  deep  impreflion  on  his  m\ud^  and  he  beciime,  in  a 
great  meafure,  convinced  of  the  truth  of  the  do6lr;ne 
preached  ;  but  the  prejudice  of  education,  and  the 
lhame  and  reproach  he  underwent  from  his  relations 
ior  going  to  the  Quakers  meeting,  did  very  much 
wear  off  the  impreffion  received  ;  until  Edward  Bur- 
rough  came  to  vifit  friends  and  the  people  in  the  work 
of  the  gofpel  in  thofe  parts,  whofe  preaching  was  fo 
powerful  and  reaching  to  the  (late  of  his  foul,  and 
accompanied  with  fuch  an  evidence  of  truth,  that  he, 
with  many  others,  was  no  longer  able  to  withftand 
it ;  and  nov/  he  refolved,,  through  divine  affiflance, 
to  be  faithful,  according  to  the  light  received,  through 
all  difficulties  that  might  attend ;  and  indeed  he  be- 
came as  a  proverb  and  a  bye-word  amon.^^  his  re- 
lations and  acquaintance,  which  he  bore  with  patience, 
not  running  into  unuecefTary  difputations,  but  rather 
giving  himfelf  up  to  filence,  folitude,  and  reading  the 
holy  Scriptures.  In  a  fliort  time  he  betook  huTifel^  to 
the  plain  language,  and  plainnefs  of  apparel,  from 
a  principle  of  conviction  in  himfelf,  upon  which  ac- 
count he  v^as  rejefted  by  his  relations,  and  lived  for 
fome  time  v^ith  his  mafter,  who  had  a  great  refpedt 
for  him,  becaufe  of  his  Angular  faithfulnefs  and  trufli- 
ncfs  in  his  fervice. 

In  the  year  1670  he  married,  and  in  proccfs  of 
lime  had  a  numerous  family,  whereupon  he  betook 
himfelf  to  pretty  much  bufuiefs,  both  in  the  cloathing 
trade,  and  in  commiffions  from  abroad,  and  in  all 
probability  might,  in  a  fhort  time,  have  acquired  a 
confiderable  fhare  of  worldly  riches;  but  he  was 
Hopped  in  the  purfnit  hereof  by  an  illumination,  ass 
he  thought,  from  heaven,  deeply  affeding  his  mind 
with  a  ienfe  to  this  purpofe,  that  he  could  not  be 
heir  of  two  kingdoms.     Hereupon  he  grew  more 
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retired  from  the  world,   and  the  concerns  thereof, 
and  devoted  in  his  mind  to  the  fervice  and  promotion 
of  truth,  preferring  this  before  tranfitory  riches  ;  and 
particularly,  became  an  able  fcribe  and  clerk  for  the 
meeting  of  Cork,  and  for  the  province  of  Munfter, 
from  the  year  1680,  till  his  death ;  difcharging  this 
office  from  a  religious  imprelTion  on  his  mind,  and 
zeal  for  the  good  caufe.    He  was  alfo  the  perfon 
principally  concerned  in  compiling  an  hiftorical  ac- 
count of  the  firfl  rife  and  progrefs  of  truth  in  this 
nation  ;  which  he  finiflied  in  the  form  of  Annals  to 
the  year  1700,  and  which  was  the  ground  work  to 
the  prefent  hiflory.    He  was  a  man  of  an  exemplary 
life  and  converfation,  and  good  conducl  in  the  edu- 
cation of  his  children,  a  pattern  of  plainnefs,  and  a 
diligent  attender  of  meetings  both  at  home  and 
abroad,  being  zealous  for  the  promotion  of  trutk, 
both  in  the  particular  and  in  the  general.    He  was 
feized  with  an  indifpofition  which  proved  mortal,  in 
the  Ninth  month,  1724;    under  which  he  (hewed 
great  compofure  of  mind,  and  refignatioii  to  the 
Lord's  will ;  and  on  his  death-bed  teilified  his  great 
fatisfa£lion  that  he  had  not  put  off  the  great  affair  of 
the  falvation  of  his  foul  to  the  lad ;  fignifying  that 
,God  had  fealed  his  falvation  to  him:  to  the  great 
comfort  of  thofe  prefent. 

A  provincial  vifu  to  the  feveral  monthly  meetings 
in  Leinfter  (1723)  was  performed  by  friends  nomi- 
nated from  the  feveral  parts  of  that  province  for 
this  purpofc. 

In  the  year  1725,  being  about  the  feventy-firft  of 
his  age,  and  forty-fifth  of  his  miniftry,  died  Thomas 
Wilfon,  who  was  born  at  Soulby,  m  the  parifli  of 
Daker,  and  county  of  Cumberland,  and  educated 
according  to  the  manner  of  the  church  of  England  ; 
and,  whilfl  a  youth,  had  great  hungerings  in  his 
foul  after  righteoufnefs  and  the  true  knowledge  of 
God  and  Chrift ;  at  which  time  he  was  a  diligent 
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attendcr  of  fermons,  and  repeater  of  them,  delighting- 
in  thefe  things  as  i*eligious  duties;  foiBctimes.  after 
fermon  in  the  forenoon,  travelling  eight  miles  on 
foot  to  hear  another  in  the  afternoon  j  but  the  more 
he  fought  to  hear,  the  more  he  found  his  inward 
hunger  and  thirfl:  increafcd ;  and  in  the  time  of 
linging  of  pfalms  a  thoiightfulnefs  feized  him,  that 
luen  fl:iould  be  made  holy  before  they  could  fmg  to 
the  praife  and  glory  of  God,  and  his  mouth  was 
fcopped  from  fniging  with  them,  through  a  godly 
forrow  pofieiling  his  heart,  with  humble  prayers  to 
God,  for  the  knowledge  of  tlie  way  of  falvation,  he 
being  now  become  weary  both  of  the  heavy  load  of 
fin,  and  of  the  dodrines  and  worf]>ip  of  mens  making. 
After  long  travail  of  foul,  the  Lord  was  gracioufly 
pleaicd  to  make  him  fenfible,  that  what  w^as  to  be 
known  of  God  was  manifefted  in  man  ;  about  which 
time  he  went  to  a  meeting  of  the  people  called 
Qp.akers,  where  a  friend  exhorted  to  an  inward 
waiting  upon  the  Lord  in  faith,  to  receive  power 
from  him  over  every  unclean  thought ;  by  which 
heavenly  power  m.en  might  glorify  and  praife  the 
name  of  the  Lord  through  the  ability  of  his  own  free 
gift.  This  afFeded  him  greatly^  being  fenfible  that 
this  was  what  he  much  w'anted,  being  the  w^ord  of 
grace,  which  the  apoilles  of  our  Lord  preached,  and 
turned  the  minds  of  men  unto;  and  great  fear  and 
trembling  feized  him,  fo  that  the  table  whereon  he 
leaned  was  iliaken,  and  he  was  full  of  inward  cries 
to  thispurpofe;  '  Lord,  create  in  me  a  clean  heart/ 
And  now  was  the  time  of  the  Lord's  anger,  becaufe 
of  fm,  fliewing  him,  and  condemning,  all  the  evil 
that  ever  he  had.  done,  and  he  became  willing  to 
dwell  under  the  Lord's  judgments,  being  convinced 
that  this  was  the  way  to  obtain  mercy ;  and  now  he 
found  that  he  nmft  ceafe  from  the  doctrines  of  men, 
and  hearing  the  priefts,  and  repeating  their  fermons 
.  (exercifcs  w^ich  he  had  before  delighted  in;,  and 
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muil  mind  the  gift  of  God  within  himfelF,  and  fit 
down  among  friends  in  their  filent  meetings,  to  wait 
upon  the  Lord  in  retirednefs  of  mind,  for  his  heavenly 
teachings  and  holy  leadings;  in  the  performance  of 
which  inward  worfnip  the  power  of  God  did  wonder- 
fally  break  in  among  them,  and  many  were  convinced 
of  the  inward  work  of  God,  and  turned  to  the  Lord 
with  all  their  hearts ;  the  friends  in  general  became 
very  tender  and  heavenly-minded,  and  had  great  love 
one  to  another  ;  the  he.irt-melring  power  of  the  Lord 
being  much  felt  and   inv/ardly  revealed  when  nj 
words  Vv^ere  fpoken  ;  and  they  experienced  what  the 
npoflles  exhorted  the  primitive  Chriilians  Unto,  viz. 
Chrift  to  dwell  in  them  by  faith,  and  the  renewings 
of  the  Holy  Ghoit  to  be  increafed  and  llied  on  them 
abundantly  in  their  meetings  ;  whereby  fome  were  fo 
filled  that  they  were  concerned  to  declare,  and  preach 
the  things  of  the  kingdom  of  God,  and  what  he  had 
done  for  their  fouls.    Among  the  reft,  this  our  friend 
came  forth  in  a  teflimony  for  the  Lord,  in  very  great 
fear  and  much  trembling  ;   the  word  of  the  Lord 
through  him  was  as  a  devouring  fire  againfc  aSl  fin 
and  iniquity,  and  he  foon  became  concerned  to  vific 
meetings  in  neighbouring  places ;  and  indeed  did 
fpend  the  prime  and  fiower  of  his  days  in  the  fervice 
of  truth,  in  many  years  travail  in  the  work  of  the 
miniftry,  both  in  England,  Ireland,  and  America  ; 
before  his  marriage,  vvhich  he  did  not  accomplifii 
till  the  fortieth  year  of  hh  age.    He  was  an  able  and 
fcfithFul  miniller  of  Chrift,  freely  given  up  to  go  forth 
in  publick  fervice  in  the  Lord's  acceptable  time,  pre- 
ferring truth's  fervice  before  his  worldly  concerns. 
His  miniftry  war,  powerful  and  perfuafive,  and  a  lively 
zeal,  mixed  with  love,  attended  it;  and  his  labours 
were  fuccefsful  to  the  tutning  many  to  righteoufnefs  ; 
he  had  milk  for  babes,  and  meat  for  them  of  riper 
years  ;  was  ikilful  in  laying  open  the  myftericsof  life 
and  falvation,  as  alfo  the  myilery  of  iniquity  j  careful 


a84  THE  RISE  AND  PROGRESS  OF  THE 

not  to  minifter  without  the  heavenly  power  that  firft 
raifed  him  up  in  the  miniftry  ;  profound  in  heavenly 
myfleries,  yet  plain  and  clear  in  declaring  them  ;  ex- 
cellent in  diflinguifhing  matters  of  faith  and  principle, 
to  the  general  fatisfafiion  of  the  people;  a  pattern 
of  plainnefs  and  l.umility  ;  and,  although  eminently 
gifted,  chofe  rather  to  give  way  than  to  fland  in  the 
■way  of  any  who  had  a  word  from  the  Lord  to  fpeak  ; 
zealous  for  the  due  obfcrvance  of  the  ancient  rules 
and  difcipline,  fettled  in  the  church  by  our  faidiful 
elders,  maintaining  that  the  order  and  the  govern- 
ment of  the  church  was  cftabliflied  by  the  fame  Divine 
Spirit  which  the  true  miniftry  fprung  from  ;  and  that 
-all  who  fpeak  in  meetings  for  difcipline,  fhould  wait 
to  have  their  words  feafoned  with  grace,  and  the 
influence  of  that  Divine  Spirit  by  which  the  order 
and  government  of  the  church  Vi^as  firft  fet  up. 

He  was  a  man  of  good  natural  abilities,  but  little 
fchool  literature  ;  of  a  grave  and  referved  deportment, 
avoiding  popularity  and  imprudent  familiarity  ;  yet, 
at  times,  very  cliearful  in  converfation  ;  cautious  of 
givi rg  jufl  often ce  to  any  ;  not  bufy  beyond  his  calling. 
He  was  fometimes  awfully  concerned  to  fpeak  pro- 
phetically of  a  time  of  great .  mortality  approaching, 
and  did  alfo  declare  to  this  puroofe,  that  the  Lord 
would  fend  his  fervants  into  the  Popilh  countries, 
to  preach  the  gofpel,  which  fhould  fpread  and  pre- 
vail in  thofe  dark  parts  of  the  earth,  though  fome 
might  feal  their  teflimony  with  their  blood. 

His  firft  vifit  to  Ireland  was  in  the  year  1682,  con- 
cerning which  fomething  fingular  occurs  in  his  journal, 
which  feems  not  unworthy  of  notice  in  this  place. 
Having  landed  at  Dublin,  and  from  thence  travelled 
to  fonie  oth(  r  meetings,  particularly  the  province^ 
meeting  at  Cafliedermot,  and  vifited  friends  in  the 
counties  of  Wexford  and  Wicklow,  and  had  feveral 
heavenly  and  fatisfa6i?ory  meetings  with  them,  fome 
little  lime  after,  fays  he,  ^  the  motion  of  life  in 
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for  travelling  ceafed,  and  I  durfl  not  then  go  further; 
but  returned  back  to  the  county  of  Wexford,  and 
^vrought  harveft-work  at  Lambftown  for  feme  time; 
after  which  James  Uickenfon,  from  .Cumberland, 
came  to  vifit  friends,  with  an  intention  to  go  into 
Munfler,  and  the  Lord  was  pleafed  to  open  my  way 
to  go  with  him,  and  we  travelled  together  in  true 
brotherly  love,  and  had  a  profperous  journey,  and  I 
faw  it  was  good  to  wait  the  [.ord's  time  in  all 
things.'*  When  ihey  had  travelled  through  Leinflcr 
and  Munfter,  James  Dickenfon  went  Northward^  but  I 
was  afraid/  fays  Thomas,  '  oF  running  before  my 
true  guide  (becaufe  they  who  run,  and  are  not  fcnc 
of  Ggd,  can  neither  profit  the  people  nor  thcmfelves) 
and  fo  I  flaid  at  w^ork  in  the  city  of  Waterford  about 
fixteen  weeks,  and  went  from  thence  to  Dublin,  and 
ftaid  at  the  Half-year's  meeting,  which  was  large 
and  very  good,  and  fo  took  Ihipping  and  landed 
at  Liverpool,  w^ith  my  former  companion,  Jamss 
Dickenfon.* 

In  the  year  T691,  he  and  James  Dickenfon,  having 
both  had  a  great  exercife  on  their  minds  to  vifit 
friends  in  America,  went  to  London,  and  laid  their 
intentions  before  the  brethren  there  for  their  con- 
currence, which  they  readily  met  with;  but  it  feemed 
to  be  a  dangerous  time,  and  was  attended  with  fome 
accidents,  which  proved  a  fignal  trial  of  their  faith : 
for  the  French  had  then  a  great  fleet  at  fea,  and  while 
ihey  were  at  London  the  rumour  was,  that  it  lay 
about  thirty  or  forty  leagues  from  the  Land's  End  of 
England,  in  the  way  they  fiiould  pafs.  This  brought 
great  concern  upon  them,  with  many  fupplications 
to  the  Lord,  that  if  it  w^ere  his  blefied  will  they  might 
be  preferved.  Under  their  deep  trial  of  foul  on  this 
occafion,  they  v/ere  both  fupported  by  what  they 
believed  to  be  an  opening  or  vifion  from  the  Lord, 
that  it  was  his  holy  will  to  deliver  them.,    James  had 

*  See  ThQinuG  Wilfor.'s  journal. 
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a  more  particular  forefight,  even  of  the  manner  of 
their  deliverance,  and  told  his  companion,  whilfl 
ihey  were  both  yet  at  London,  that  the  Lord  had 
Ihewn  him,  that  the  French  fleet  would  encompafs 
them,  but  that  the  Lord  would  fend  in  a  great  raid 
and  darknefs  between  them,  in  which  they  fhould 
fail  away,  and  fee  them  no  more.  They  freely  im- 
parted their  minds  to  one  another  before  they  left 
London,  and  their  openings  agreeing  with  one  ano- 
ther, they  were  confirmed  in  their  belief  of  their 
divine  original ;  and  being  ftrong  in  faith  that  it  was 
eafy  with  the  Lord  to  deliver  them,  they  went  on 
board  the  9th  day  of  the  Fifth  month,  1691,  and 
after  fome  time  of  failing,  they  met  with  the  French 
fleet,  who  gave  ther-^i  chafe,  coming  up  within  mufkec 
fliot,  of  them,  and  began  to  fire  at  them  hard,  a 
broadfide  at  every  time,  when  on  a  fudden  a  great 
mill  and  thick  darknefs  was  interpofed  between  the 
French  and  them,  fo  that  they  could  not  fee  one 
another.  Then  James  arofe  from  his  feat  and  took 
Thomas  by  the  hand^  ^^^yi^^g?  rNow,  I  hope  the' 
Lord  will  ddiver  us  y'  having  fo  far  feen  the  com- 
pletion of  his  vifion.  Thomas,  on  this  occafion,  was 
CT'^ercifed  three  days  in  fafting  and  fupplication  to  the 
Lord,  that  he  who  in  time  paft  fmote  his  enemJes 
with  blindnefs,  might  be  pleafed  to  do  fo  now,  which 
that  it  was  gracioufly  anfwered,  the  event  convinced 
them  ;  for  the  French  took  all  the  fhips  of  their  com- 
pany, except  the  fiiip  which  T.  W.  and  J.  D.  were 
in,  and  two  more ;  and  all  thofe  on  board  believed 
the  deliverance  to  be  miraculous  ;  and  thofe  two 
fliips  of  their  company  that  efcaped,  foon  after  came 
up  wi;h  them,  and  the  captain  of  their  vefTel,  being 
a  very  kind  man,  called  to  thofe  in  the  other  two 
Ihips,  to  come  aboard  them,  and  have  a  meeting 
with  ihcm ;  which  they  readily  did,  and  had  a  large 
and  good  meeting,  giving  glory  to  the  Lord's  holy 
name  for  their  great  dfi-liverance.   They  purfued  their 
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%'oyagc,  and  landed  at  Barbadoes  ia  the  Sixth  month,  - 
1691. 

Here,  in  conjunflion  with  his  beloved  friend,  James 
Dickenfon,  the  labours  ot  our  friend  were  great,  as 
alfo  in  New-England,  Rhodc-Iiland,  Long-Ifland, 
EaH:  and  Weft  Jerfey,  Pennfylvania,  Maryland,  Vir« 
ginia,  Carolina,  Antigua,  and  Ivlevis,  where  many- 
were  convinced  by  him  :  in  feme  of  which  places  be 
palTed  through  great  perils  by  fea  a  ad  land,  lodging 
out  in  tlie  woods  in  the  winter  feafon.  This  vifit 
was  particularly  ferviccable  to  the  brethren  in  PvCn- 
fylvania,  happening  ?t  a  juncture  when  many  were 
flagricring  in  their  principles  by  means  of  aii  oppo- 
fition  and  feparation  made  by  George  Keith,  a  man 
who  had  been  of  fome  note  among  friends,  a  writer 
of  many  books,  of  reputation  for  learning,  and  ap- 
pearing as  a  minifter,  whofe  peevifn  difpofition  and 
pride  of  heart  foon  appeared  to  faithful  friends,  and 
*thofe  he  called  a  party  againft  him.  Upon  the 
arrival  of  our  friend  and  James  Dickenfon,  he  en- 
deavoured to  gain  them,  who,  as  ftrangersand  worthy 
friends,  might  oiherwife  be  a  Vvcight  againft  him; 
but  it  was  to  little  purpofe,  Thomas  foon  perceiving 
the  fpirit  and  defign  of  the  man,  and  the  evil  ten- 
dency of  that  feparation,  and  ftood  faithful  in  his 
teftimony  againft  it,  to  the  comfort  of  many  who 
mourned  in  thofe  times  of  trial  and  defolation  ;  nor 
Was  our  faid  friend  without  a  light  of  the  downfal  of 
that  perverfe  fpirit,  as  the  event  difcovered,  having 
at  times  boldly  declared  it,  and  it  foon  after  came 
to  pafs. 

He  vifited  Ireland  in  the  fervice  of  the  gofpel  feveral 
times  before  he  came  to  fettle  here.  In  the  year  1 695, 
he  was  married  to  Mary  Bewly  of  Woodhall,  ia 
Cumberland,  and  foon  after  came  into  Ireland,  and 
fettled  near  Edenderry,  in  the  King's  County.  In 
the  year  1696,  he  vifited  friends  in  England  in  the 
work  of  the  miniftry,  and  again  in  Ireland  after  his 
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return  home,  flill  approving  hlmfejf  a  diligent  and 
zealous  labourer,  and  having  meetings  in  many  places 
among  flrangers,  of  whom  fome  received  truth  in 
the  love  of  it,  and  continued  faithful  thereunto. 
From  the  year  1697  to  1713,  he  often  vifited  friends 
in  this  nation  and  in  England,  v^ithin  which  fpace  he 
was  fevcn  times  at  the  Yearly  meeting  in  London  ;■■ 
and  in  the  year  17 13,  he  undertook  his  fecond  voyage 
to  America,  on  truth's  account,  again  in  company  with 
James  Dickenfon,  in  which  fecond  vifit  he  had  alfa' 
great  fervice,  and  was  comforted  in  feeing  the  fruit 
of  his  former  labours. 

Ke  continued  a  zealous  labourer  in  the  gofpel,  even 
in  advanced  years,  vifiting  friends  in  England  in  the 
year  1721,  and  at  home  until  the  year  17  24,  when  his 
natural  ftrength  failed;  and  now,  near  the  conclufion 
of  his  time,  he  rejoiced  that  he  had  ferved  the  Lord 
in  his  day^  and  laboured  to  promote  the  truth  in  his 
generation  ;  yet  as  he  always  had  been  an  humble- 
minded  man,  fo  with  refpedl  to  himfelf,  near  the 
finifhing  of  his  Chriftian  courfe,  he  faid,  '  Notwith- 
ftanding  the  Lord  hath  made  ufe  of  me  at  times  tobe- 
ferviccable  in  his  hand,  I  have  nothing  to  truft  to' 
but  the  mercy  of  God  in  Chrlft  Jefus  but  he  was  not 
without  an  evidence  of  his  everlafting  peace  in  the- 
kingdom  of  God. 

In  1726  a  general  Province- vifit  was  performed  in 
Munfter. 

Benjamin  Holme,  who  came  over  to  this  nation  in* 
the  year  1724,  fpent  about  two  years  in  the  fervice 
of  the  gofpel,  and  continueti  his  labours  this  year^ 
having  meetings  at  places  where  no  meetings  had 
been  held  before,  not  only  among  friends,  but  ftrangers' 
alfo,  who  were  willing  to  come  to  meetings,  and 
many  of  them  heard  him  with  fatrsfa6lion,  and  con- 
feffed  to  the  truth  of  the  do(fi:rine  by  him  preached* 
He  had,  particularly,  feveral  meetings  at  Cork,  a 
mectiug  at  Kinlale,  at  Bandon,  Rofs,  Caftlefalem, 
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Skibbcreen,  and  Baltimore ;  at  Danmanway,  in  the 
rnarket-houfe,  he  lAd  a  large  and  pretty  fatisfa<n:ory 
meeting,  notwithftanding  Sconeld,  th-^  prieft  of  the 
pliice,  made  fome  dillurbance,  though  Several  of  his 
hearers  were  difpleafed  with  him  on  that  account, 
and  fpoke  well  of  the  meeting,  and  of  what  they 
had  heard  declared:  At  his  return  to  Cork  he  not 
only  had  meetingAmong  friends,  as  they  fell  in  courfe, 
but  likewife  vifited  moft  of  the  families  of  friends 
there,  to  their  comfort  and  edification.  He  alfo 
went  Weftward  a  fecohd  time,  and  had  meetings  at 
Klonakelty,  Timiolegue,  Bandon,  MiiUow,,  Middle- 
ton,  Youghal,  Tallow,  Caftlelyons,  Capperquin,  and 
Dungarvah,  where  many  attended  and  feemed  well 
difpofed  to  hear  the  teftimony  of  truth.  He  had 
alfo,  for  the  benefit  of  ftrangers,  divers  meetings  iii 
the  county  of  Tipperary ;  as  at  Carrick,  Fethard, 
Piltown,  Clonmel,  Cafhel,  and  Tipperary  ;  went  to 
Limerick,  and  thence  into  the  county  of  Kerry,  in 
the  year  1725,  accompanied  by  Charles  Howell, 
and  feveral  other  friends  from  Limerick,  from  whence 
they  went  to  Rath-keale,  where  they  had  a  meeting 
among  the  Palatines  and  others,  in  whom  there  ap- 
peared an  open  difpofition  to  hear  the  truth  declared  J 
next  had  a  meeting  at  Newcaftle,  and  then  at  Lill:o- 
•weil,  and  at  Lixna,  w^here  four  friends  went  to  vrlit 
the  earl  of  Kerry,  who  kindly  received  them,  and 
gave  liberty  to  mofl  of  his  family  to  go  to  the  meeting. 
He  likewife  told  friends,  that  if  fome  of  them  would 
come  to  fettle  there,  they  might  gain  more  by  their 
converfation  than  by  their  preaching.  Their  next 
meeting  was  at  Ardtert,  from  whence  they  pafTed  to 
Tralee,  and  had  two  meetings  there  in  the  court- 
houfe,  where  many  perfoas  of  high  ftation  in  the 
world  were  prefent,  and  truth  was  freely  declared  in 
the  demonflration  of  the  fpirit,  and  to  general  fatis- 
fa^lion.  He  had  feveral  other  meetings  in  the  counry 
Vol,  III.  T 
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of  Cork,  and  afterwards  in  feveral  places  in  the 
counties  of  Kilkenny,  Waterford,  and  Limerick  ;  and 
at  Ennis,  in  the  county  of  Clare,  where  he  met  with 
fome  diilurbance  from  one  Upton,  a  prieft  and  juftice, 
who  came  in  a  furious  manner,  and  demanded  of 
B.  Holme,  by  what  authority  he  ftood  there,  and 
commanded  the  conflable  to  pull  him  down,  which 
he  did,  though  with  fome  reluftance,  and  (ondu(fied 
him  and  friends  to  the  faid  priefl  and  juftice,  whofe 
doings  fome  prefent  refented,  and  B.  Holme  reafoned 
with  him,  telling  him,  that  the  king  allowed  liberty 
of  confcience,  and  it  was  hard  that  his  peaceable 
fubje<Si:s  fhould  be  thus  treated  for  no  offence  com- 
mitted  ;  after  which  he  grew  cool,  and  quietly  difmilTed 
B.  H.  and  friends,  and  Benjamin  had  good  fervicc 
among  the  people. 

He  had  many  meetings  among  the  Prcfbyterians 
in  the  North.  At  Letterkenny  he  met  with  fome 
oppofition  from  William  Span,  priefl  and  juftice  of 
the  peace^  who  fent  for  him  and  his  companion, 
John  Sharplefs,  of  Edenderry,  and  afked  Benjamin 
.  if  he  had  any  letter  of  recommendation  from  his 
friends ;  and  he  having  a  certificate  from  the  friends 
where  he  dwelt,  fliewed  it  to  the  faid  prieft,  who 
notwithflanding  this,  faid  he  would  commit  them, 
if  they  would  not  take  the  declaration  of  fidelity  to 
the  king,  tendering  them  that  made  in  the  iixth 
year  of  the  reign  of  queen  Anne,  which  faith,  *  you 
iliall  defend  to  the  utmoft  of  your  power.'  They 
faid,  they  were  very  free  to  promife  to  be  true  and 
faithful  to  the  king,  but  not  willing  to  promife  to 
defend  hira  to  the  utmofl  of  their  power,  becaufe 
that  might  be  conftrued,  that  they  fliould  take  up 
.irms  and  fight  if  required,  which  they  could  not  do ; 
whereupon  he,  being  angry,  wrote  mittimus's  and 
committed  them  both  :  but  the  landlord  and  confiable 
perfuaded  him  to  let  them  flay  a  day  or  two  in  town, 
before  he  fent  them  to  the  county  gaol,  which  was 
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at  LiiFcrd,  abonr  ten  mile?  diib.nr,  to  which  he  con- 
fented ;  fo  being  prilbners  in  their  inn,  Berirmin 
wrote  a  letter  next  day  to  — —  Forlttjr,  bifhop  of 
Raphoe,  acquainting  him  how  they  were  co.nraitted  : 
the  bifhop  read  the  letter,  and  wrote  to  tre  faid  T^riefi, 
who  loon  after  lent  for  them,  and  fet  them  at  liberty, 
upon  their  taking  the  declaration  of  fidelity  made  in  the 
fecond  year  of  the  reigu  of  king  George,  in  which 
are  not  the  words,  *  you  fliail  defend  to  the  utraoil 
of  your  power.' 

The  meetings  he  had  among  (Irn.n^ers  w^ere  g<"ne- 
rally  fatisfa^lory,  peaceable  and  without  moleifation, 
except  fome  few  places,  and  amon-j  the  re:i  at  Thur!es, 
where,  having  appointed  a  meeting,  he  met  with  greac 
difturbance,  chiefly  from  the  Proreflant  priefl:  of  the 
town,  Walter  Thomas,  who,  as  they  had  grounds  to 
believe,  fcnt  for  the  kettle-drums  and  trumpets  to  beat 
and  found  in  the  time  of  the  meeti-ig,  to  whom 
Benjamin  wrote  a  letter,  reprefearing  to  him  how 
oppofite  fuch  conduct  was  to  a  Chriftian  fpirit  and 
temper,  and  reafoning  with  him  from  the  Scriptures 
concerning  feverai  things  which  the  faid  prieil:  had 
objefted  againft  our  friends. 

Another  inilance  of  the  like  fcoffing  fpirit  appeared 
at  Kildare,  where  a  meeting  having  been  appointed, 
while  they  were  at  it,  a  piper  was  brought  in  to  play 
amongfl  them.  After  fome  time  Benjamin  begin  to 
fpeak,  and  having  fpoken  awhile,  Edward  Mwdlicot, 
under-fovereign  of  K.ldare,  came  and  ordered  the 
conlf  able  to  take  him  away,  and  put  him  with  another 
friend  into  the  ifocks,  which  he  did,  and  there  alfo 
the  piper  was  ordered  to  phiy,  to  prevent  the  people 
from  underitanding  what  might  be  fiid  unto  them  ^ 
nor  did  he  meet  with  much  more  civil  ufasre  two  or 
three  weeks  after,  when  he  appointed  another  meeting 
at  the  fame  place. 

The  faid  B.  H.  continued  his  labours  here  until  the 
Third  month  National  meeting,    17275  when  he 
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returned  to  England,  having,  befides  his  good  fervlce 
in  the  miniftry,  been  exercifed  in  vifiting  the  families 
of  friends,  and  in  private,  friendly,  Chriftian  vifits,  to 
brethren  and  (Irangers,  to  both  of  which  he  alfo  wrote 
many  epiftles,  breathing  forth  the  fpirit  of  true  Chnf- 
tian  love,  and  ardent  zeal  for  the  promotion  of  the 
life  and  power  of  truth  among  the  profeiTors  thereof. 
One  fpecimen  I  fhall  here  give  of  an  epiflle  of  his, 
dated  at  Dublin  the  3d  of  the  Third  month,  1727. 

'  To  the  teachers  among  the  Pi-efbyterians,  that  re- 
fufe  to  fubfcribe  to  the  Wcftminder  confeiTion 
of  faith. 

*  As  I  believe  in  charity  that  you  refufe  to  fubfcribe 
to  the  Weftminfter  confe'ffion  of  faith  upon  a  confci- 
enrious  footing,  I  defire  that  you  may  live  up  to  what 
the  Lord  makes  known  to  you  to  be  your  duty  ;  and 
1  wifli  that  no  intereit  or  preferment  may  ever  pre- 
vail with  you  to  go  againfl  convidion,  or  to  fin 
againft  knowledge :  and  as  you  are  fenfible  that  there 
is  great  difcourfe  and  divifion  at  this  time  concerning 
the  Weflminfler  confeffion  of  faith,  I  believe  it  would 
be  great  fatisfaclion  to  many  well-inclined  people,  if 
you  would  mention  the  particular  articles  in  ihrat 
confelSon  that  you  think  not  fafe  for  you  to  fign, 
with  your  reafons  for  not  figning.  I  confefs  I  am 
glad  that  it  hath  pleafed  the  Lord  fo  far  to  opsn 
your  underftandings,  as  to  let  you  fee  that  it  is  un- 
fafe  for  you  to  fign  feveral  things  that  are  in  that 
confeffion ;  as  for  inftance,  it  faith,  ^  That  God, 
from  before  the  foundation  of  the  world,  predeflinated 
fome  men  and  angels  to  dertru£lion,  and  others  to 
life  everlafting,  and  that  the  numbers  are  fo  fixed  or 
definite,  that  none  can  be  added  to  the  one,  nor 
diminifiied  from  the  other.'  Which  is  contrary  to 
what  Peter  faith,  A6ts  x.  34,  35*  "  Of  a  truth  I 
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perceive  that  God  is  no  rcrpe(5lcr  of  perfons ;  bin 
iii  every  ration  he  that  feareth  him  an^  worketh 
righteoufnefs,  is  accepted  with  him  as  alfo  it  is 
very  oppofite  to  what  the  apoftle  Paul  faith,  i  Tim. 
ii.  4.  that  God  wil'eth  all  men  to  be  faved,  and 
to  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth."  And  I 
think  that  in  the  larger  catechifm,  where  it  is  faid 
that  God  hath  fore- ordained  whatfoever  comes  to 
pafs,  is  very  unj'iOifi  ble  ;  for  we  read  in  Jer.  vii.  31. 

And  I  hey  have  built  the  high  places  of  Tophet, 
which  is  in  the  valley  of  the  fon  of  Hinnom,  to  burn 
their  fons  and  their  daughters  in  the  fire,  which  I 
commanded  them  not,  neither  came  it  into  my  heart." 
Which  makes  it  plain  that  this  was  not  fore-ordained. 
Alfo  they  fay  in  the  faid  catechifm,  that  no  mere  man, 
neither  of  himfelf,  nor  by  any  grace  given,  is  able  to 
keep  the  commands  of  God,  but  doth  daily  break 
them  in  thought,  w^ord,  and  deed,  which  renders 
God  to  be  a  hard  mafter,  and  his  ways  unequal,  if 
what  the  wife  men  faith  be  true,  Eccl.  xii,  13,  "Fear 
God  and  keep  his  com.mandments,  for  this  is  the 
whole  -duty  of  man  although  wx  freely  own  that 
00  man  by  his  own  power  and  flrength,  as  he  is 
mm,  is  able  to  do  the  will  of  God  or  any  thing  that  is 
good,  yet  we  believe  there  is  power  and  fufEciency 
in  that  divine  grace  of  which  the  apoftle  faith,  lit.  ii« 
II."  I'he  grace  of  God  which  brings  falvation  hath 
appeared  to  all  men,  teaching  us  that  denying  un- 
godlinefs  and  worldly  lufls,  we  fhould  live  foberly, 
righreoufly,  and  godly,  in  this  prefent  world,'*  It 
was  by  the  fufficiency  of  this  divine  grace  that  the 
young  men  that  we  read  of  in  the  firft  epiftle  of 
John  ii.  13.  knew  an  overcoming  of  the  wicked 
one  ;  and  it  was  by  the  pov/er  of  this  that  the  apoftle 
could  fay,  that  he  was  able  to  do  all  things.  Wc 
believe,  as  the  Lord  faid  to  the  apoftle  vrhen  he 
was  buiteted  by  a  meftenger  of  fatan,  2  Cor.  xii.  9. 

My  grace  is  fufiicient  for  thee      there  is  power 
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in  this  divine  grace  to  enable  men  to  refifl:  the  enemy 
in  ali  his  temptations,  and  to  enable  them  to  do  the 
will  of  Gody  and  keep  his  commands,  as  ihey  take 
heed  to  it.  And  we  think  that  in  the  confeflion  of 
faith,  where  it  is  faid  that  fwearing,  when  called 
b-f^^rs  a  magiflratc,  is  a  part  vvF  the  worfliip  of  God, 
is  very  contrary  tp  the  docirine  of  Chriit  and  the 
apoflie  ]..?nes,  Mr  t.  v.  34.  James,  v.  12.  with  fome 
oiher  things  in  that  confeffion  of  faith  and  catechifm, 
which  we  talnk  rjre  not  agreeable  to  the  holy  Scrip- 
tures. So  with  defires  thai  the  Lord  may  more  and 
mcx-:  open  your  underft.  ndings  by  hi  .  holy  Spirit, 
and  brii  g  you  to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth  as  ic 
is  in  Jefl.s,  I  remain,  with  true  love  to  you,  your 
loving  tiicnd, 

^  Benjam.in  Holme.* 

The  act  for  the  affirmation  granted  to  friends  of 
,  this  nation  in  the  year  1723,  expiring,  folicitation 
%vas  made  f.T  a  renewal  of  it,  which  was  now  granted 
them  for  the  term  of  feven  years,  and  to  the  end 
of  the  then  next  feffion  of  Parliament,  under  this 
refLri^lion,  that  he  or  fhe,  the  afiirmer,  fliall  produce 
a  certificate,  figned  by  ftx  credible  friends,  of  their 
having  been  of  the  profefEon  of  the  people  called 
Qiiakers,  for  at  lead  five  years  then  laft  paft,  if  there- 
Vmto  required. 

It  having  been  reprefented  from  Ulflier  province 
to  the  National  meeting,  that  the  little  book  entitled, 
*  A  Brief  Apology,*  by  Alexander  Pyott,  8zc,  had 
given  great  fatisfaftion  to  divers,  particularly  among 
the  Pr-  ibyterians,  in  tliat  province,  concerning  bur 
principles,  with  a  requell  that  it  might  be  reprinted, 
fifteen  hundred  of  them  were  reprinted  accordingly, 
in  order  to  be  diftrihuied  among  the  people. 

This  year  feveral  friei^ds  of  the  province  ofLeinfter 
^nd  Muniler,  v'z.  Grorge  Rooke,  Thomas  Ducket, 
WiUiam  Brpokfieki,  Benjamin  Paryin,  John  RuiTel', 


PEOPLE  CALLED  <^AKERS.  ftpj 


Tobias  Pirn,  Charles  Howel,  and  William  Penrofe, 
performed  a  vilit  to  the  Monthly  meetings  in  the 
province  of  Ulfler,  for  the  promotion  of  church* 
difcipHne,  and  feveral  of  them  alfo  had  good  fervice 
in  the  miniflry  of  the  gofpel,  and  their  vifit  was  to 
the  edification  of  friends  and  their  own  fatisfa^lion. 

Ourancient  friend  James  Dickenfon,  often  mentioned 
clfewhere,  was  at  the  National  meeting  this  year,  and 
ofFered  to  their  confideration,  whether  it  might  not 
be  of  fervice  to  collefl  the  total  annual  fufferings  of 
friends  in  this  nation,  from  the  beginning  ;  as  alfo 
an  account  of  the  number  of  prifoners,  and  of  thofe 
who  died  in  prifon,  together  with  the  refpe£live  go- 
vernments  under  which  thofe  feveral  fufferings  w^ere 
fuflained,  and  of  remarkable  pei  fecutors,  and  likcwifc 
of  thofe  who  fliewed  favour  to  friends,  w  hich  pro- 
pofal  was  well  accepted  and  put  in  execution,  and 
the  account  printed  in  the  year  1731. 

Among  other  miniftring  friends  who  vifited  this 
nation  this  year  (1728)  was  Jane  Fenn,  from  Penn- 
fylvania,  who  belides  her  good  fervices  in  the  gofpel, 
both  among  friends  and  Grangers,  did  alfo,  in  com- 
pany with  our  friend  Jane  Gee,  of  Moate,  perform  a 
vifit  to  moft  of  the  families  of  friends  in  Dublin.  In 
our  public  meetings  flic  fomeiimes  fpoke  prophetl- 
cally  to  the  following  purpofe :  that  a  terrible  (lorm 
and  diftrefling  time  was  approaching,  even  as  at  the 
door  of  this  nation,  by  reafon  of  a  fm,  if  not  di- 
verted by  fpeedy  repentance.  Alfo,  that  no:  with- 
(landing  the  feeming  degeneracy  of  the  youth  among 
friends,  God's  vifitation  was  extended  to  them,  and 
fliould  be  effc(5lual  to  the  raifmg  up  divers  of  them 
for  his  fervice. 

This  year  alfo  was  printed  by  order  of  the  National 
meeting,  a  Reply,  wrote  by  Samuel  Fuller,  late  fchool- 
mafler  in  Dublin,  to  certain  fubtle  queries,  publifhed 
by  Jofeph  Boyce,  an  eminent  Pre{l')yterian  teacher, 
tending  greatly  to  the  diflionour  of  friends,  and  mif- 
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reprefenting  their  do£^rines,  which  are  very  well  au- 
fwered  by  the  faid  S.  Fuller,  author  alfo  of  a  fhort 
catechifm  compofed  for  the  inflrudlion  of  youth, 
afterward  printed  in  the  year  17^3. 

This  was  an  affiifting  year  to  the  province  of  Ulfter, 
(1729)  occafioned  by  fcarcity  of  bread,  and  fickncfs 
prevailing  among  them ;  and  though  our  friends,  by 
the  love  fubfifling  among  brethren,  were  preferved 
from  being  burdenfome  to  others,  yet  the  diflribution 
to  the  indigent,  both  among  friends  and  others, 
being  heavy  on  fome  in  this  calamitous  time  (feveral 
friends  having  largelv  contributed  to  the  fupport  not 
^  only  of  rheir  o\ui  brethren,  but  of  perfons  of  all 
other  focieties)  a  free  and  voluntary  fubfcription  was 
made  by  friends  of  Leinfter  and  INiunfler  provinces, 
of  one  hundred  and  fixty-feven  pounds  for  the  reUef 
of  friends  of  Uider. 

This  year^  being  about  the  feventieth  of  his  age, 
died  Jofeph  Pike,  the  fon  of  Richard  Pike,  of 
Newbury  in  Bei  kfhire,  who  came  over  to  Ireland  a 
corporal  in  a  troop  of  horfe  in  Cromwell's  army, 
and  continued  therein  until  about  the  year  1655, 
when,  by  means  of  the  miniftry  of  Edward  Burrough, 
he  was  convinced  of  the  truth,  and  for  confcience- 
fake  could  not  ufs  arms  for  the  deflru^lion  of  man- 
kind, and  was  therefore  turned  out  of  the  army,  and 
died  a  prifoner  for  the  teftimony  of  a  good  confcience.' 
His  fon  Jofeph  Pike,  was  born  at  Kilcreagh,  in  the, 
county  of  Cork  ;  upon  whofe  tender  mind  the  divine 
fpirit  began  to  work  very  early,  even  before  he  was 
feven  years  old,  drawing  it  off  from  childifh  playful- 
nefs  and  vanities,  from  which  time,  until  he  arrived 
at  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  he  underwent  great 
conflicts  of  foul;  and  at  length  grew  up  to  be  an 
ufeful  m.ember  of  the  chnrch,  though  never  exempt 
from  teniptations  and  trials  of  faith.  He  was  a  man 
of  felf-denial,  being  often  led  to  take  up  the  crofs  and 
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deny  himfelf  of  things  othenvife  very  lawful,  as  to 
eating,  drinking,  and  purting  on  of  apparel,  whea 
he  found  his  mind  too  flrongly  inclined  to  them. 

Although  he  had  not  a  call  to  the  minlilry,  he  was 
eminently  gifted  for  Chriflian  difcipline,  and  zealous 
in  the  profecution  thereof,  as  by  the  following  inflances 
may  appear:  he  and  Samuel  Randal  almofl  condanrly 
travelled  from  Cork  to  attend  the  Half-year's  meeiing 
in  Dublin,  both  fummer  and  winter,  for  about  twenty 
years,  heartily  joining  w^ith  faithful  brethren  in  the 
iervice  of  truth,  according  to  ability.  He  alfo  went 
frequently  to  the  Yearly-Meeting  at  London^  on  the 
fame  account,  where  his  fervice  was  acceptable.  He 
was  particularly,  in  the  year  1692,  zealouily  engaged 
to  join  with  the  brethren,  in  the  concern  then  upon 
them,  for  a  reformation  among  friends  of  divers 
diforders  in  converfation,  fuperfluities  in  apparel, 
furniture  and  other  things,  that  were  then  creeping 
^  in  fail:  upon  thera  :  and  as  he,  in  conjuclion  with  his 
brethren,  was  careful  previouily  to  their  entering  on 
this  weighty  fervice  of  admonifning  others,  to  cleanfe 
their  own  houfes  of  thofe  faperfluities  which  were  to 
be  condeniRed  ;  the  work  accordin^y  profpered  in 
their  hands,  and  there  w^as  a  pretty  thorough  refor- 
mation as  to  outward  things  in  the  families  of  friends, 
both  in  the  province  of  Munfler,  and  throughout 
this  kingdom ;  although  our  friend  lived  to  have 
caufe  to  complain  (in  the  year  1728,  when  he  wrote 
a  journal  of  his  own  life)  that  as  of  old,  when  Mofes, 
Jofhua,  and  the  elders  were  dead,  there  arofe  another 
generation  that  knew  not  the  Lord,  nor  the  works 
that  he  had  done  in  Ifrael,  the  like  difafter  had  be- 
fallen our  fociety  now,  with  refpecl  to  the  fpiritual 
ilate  of  a  kirviving  generation,  compared  with  that 
of  their  forefathers. 

He  wrote  a  treatife  concerning  baptifm  and  the 
Lord's  fupper,  and  a  difcourfe  concerning  church- 
govcrnmcnr  (ytt  in  manufcript)  vdiereia  he  fhew^s 
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the  necclnty  of  it,  and  its  conformity  as  pra(^ifed 
among  the  people  called  (fakers,  to  that  in  the 
primitive  times. 

I  fliall  conclude  with  the  iliort  ilcetch  of  the  cha- 
racter of  this  elder,  given  by  the  brethren  at  Cork, 
where  he  chiefly  refided,  viz.  '  He  was  a  man  of  a 
clear  underftanding,  found  judgment,  tender  over 
the  weak  where  tendernefs  appeared,  but  fharp  againil 
the  high-minded  and  flubborn  ;  in  converfation  folid 
and  weighty,  without  affedlation,  yet  cheerful  and 
agreeable  without  levi.ty ;  a  worthy  elder,  ruling  his 
own  h'«ife  well,  and  of  great  fervice  in  the  church/ 

A  provincial  vifit  was  made  to  the  feveral  parti- 
cular meetings  in  the  province  of  Ulfter  (1730), 
which  v;as  v/ell  received,  and  it  was  believed  proved 
helpful  to  many. 

This  year  (1731)  died  Thomias  Braddock,  at 
Ballitore,  in  the  county  of  Kildare.  He  was  edu- 
cated a  member  of  the  church  of  England,  but  grew 
uneafy  under  their  forms  without  the  power  of  reli- 
gion ;  ferious  confiderations  concerning  a  future  (late, 
and  his  unpreparednefs  for  it,  fometimes  feizing  his 
mind,  and  afecting  him  with  great  trouble  and  earneft 
fupplicaripn  to  Almighty  God,  that  he  would  be 
pleafed  to  (liew  him  his  people,  that  he  might  join 
%vith  them,  being  perfaaded  that  God  had  a  people 
that  were  nearer  to  him  than  thofe  he  was  then  in 
communion  with.  He  has  left  behind  him  in  manu- 
fcript,  an  account  of  the  exercife  of  his  foul  on  this 
account,  of  which  the  follovving  is  an  extracl  in  his 
own  words. 

^  As  for  the  Quakers,  I  thought  they  could  not  be 
God's  people,  becaufe  they  denied  the  two  great  feaU 
of  the  covenant  of  grace  as  they  were  called,  fo  that 
I  thought  they  being  wrong  in  that,  mud  be  wrong 
in  every  thing  elfe,  though  I  had  a  liking  to  their 
converfation,  and  was  inclined  to  go  to  one  of  their 
rneetingSj  and  fee  what  fort  of  worfnip  they  had :  I 
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knew  they  had  no  man  appointed  to  preach  to  them, 
and  what  they  meant  by  their  filent  meetings,  I  could 
not  teU.  I  went  however  to  one  of  them,  and  fat  with 
them  about  half-an-hour,  when  the  great  power  of 
the  Lord  came  upon  me,  and  made  mc  fetch  many 
deep  fighs  and  groans,  widi  tears;  and  a  trembling 
came  over  my  whole  body,  fo  that  I  was  forced  to 
take  hold  of  the  feat  on  which  I  fat,  to  keep  myfelf 
from  falling.  I  was  very  much  afhamed  to  appear  in 
that  condition  before  fo  many  people,  but  I  could  not 
avoid  it ;  and  then  the  voice  of  the  Lord  came  unto 
me,  and  faid,  '  Thefe  are  the  people  thou  mud  join 
with,  and  if  thou  be  faithful,  I  v/ill  be  with  thee  to 
the  end  of  thy  days,  and  thou  fnalt  have  life  evcr- 
lalling  in  the  world  to  come/  I  gave  up  freely  to 
the  heavenly  vifion,  and  was  willing  to  obey  the 
Lord's  couniel ;  and  the  lhaking  and  trouble  abated, 
and  I  fat  pretty  quiet  until  the  meeting  was  ended. 
My  wife  meeting  me,  aikcd,  whether  1  had  been  at 
a  Quaker's  meeting  ;  I  anfwered,  Yes/  She  further 
queried  whether  they  had  any  preacher  ;  I  anfwered, 
'  Yes ;  and  the  beft  of  preachers/  She  did  not 
know  that  I  had  heard  the  holy  Jefus,  but  thought 
that  1  had  been  hearing:  a  man.  Then  it  was  that 
the  great  work  of  the  Lord  began  in  me,  and  the 
light  fliined  in  my  heart,  and  gave  me  to  fee  the 
poor,  lolh  bev;ildered,  dark,  and  deplorable  condi- 
tion, that  I  had  hitherto  lived  in,  as  witnout  God  in 
the  world :  then  were  many  fms  brought  to  my  re- 
membrance Vyith  great  trouble  ;  and  many  forrowful 
days  and  nights  1  palTed,  with  earnell  cries  to  the 
Lord  for  pardon,  yet  fupporied  at  times  by  the  loving 
vifitations  of  the  Almighty,  to  let  me  fee  that  he  had 
rot  forfaken  me. 

Thus  was  this  our  friend  made  a  Quaker  by  an  invi- 
fible  power,  and  by  the  fame  power  was  the  work  of  re- 
formation and  fanftification  begun  in  his  foul,  and  now 
his  prejudices  againd  this  people,  as  denying  the  two 
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great  feals  of  the  covenant  of  grace  fo  called,  Baptifm 
and  the  Lord's  Supper,  vaniflied ;  for  he  calls  this 
blelTed  exercife  of  his  foul,  his  Chriftian  Baptifm  : 
but  now  many  enemies  attacked  him,  both  from 
v/ithin  and  without,  v/ith  rage  and  palTion  fometimes, 
which  he  overcaine  v;ith  the  meeknefs  of  a  lamb. 

In  procefs  of  time  he  became  concerned,  not  only 
for  the  falvation  of  his  foul,  but  was  fometimes  feized 
with  great  trouble^  trembling,  and  tears,  on  the  ac- 
count of  the  unfaithfiLilnefs  of  others,  particularly  in 
meetings  for  worfhlp,  w^here  words  did  arife  very 
lively  in  his  mind,  tending  to  the  edification  of  thofe 
prefent,  which  it  feemed  to  be  his  duty  to  deliver ; 
but  he,  through  weaknefs,  refufing  to  yield  obedi- 
ence to  ^  the  heavenly  call,  the  divine  prefence  was 
for  a  time  withdrawn  from  him,  and  he  left  barren, 
and  at  times  given  up  to  lightnefs  ;  yet  it  pleafed  God 
;n  great  mercy  again  to  vifit  his  foul,  and  let  him  fee 
his  error;  and  indeed  this  our  friend  was  a  moflfignal 
inflance  of  the  tender  mercy  and  long  forbearance 
of  a  gracious  God  ;  for  in  the  year  1725,  even  in  his 
old  age,  and  about  eighteen  years  after  his  difobe- 
dience  before-mentioned,  a  frefh  concern  came  upon 
him  to  utter  fome  words  in  a  publick  meeting,  in 
tellimony  to  the  Lord's  goodnefs  to  his  foul,  and 
Tending  to  the  aw^akening  the  carnal  profefTors  among 
friends.  I  his-  fecond  trial,  however,  was  to  him 
aln-iofl:  as  hard  as  death,  being  a  man  of  great  hu- 
niiliiy  and  modefty,  confcious  of  his  ov/n  weaknefs, 
and  tolled  with  many  doubts,  fears,  and  carnal  rea- 
fonings,  and  gready  dillreffed  both  in  body  and  mind. 
i\j  length,  however,  he  gave  up  to  the  Lord's  re- 
tjuirings,  and  delivered  v/hat  he  gave  him  to  fay,  to 
the  great  peace  and  comfort  of  his  own  mind  ;  and 
after  that,  until  his  death,  was  at  times  concerned 
in  publick  exhortation  in  a  fpw  words,  but  weighty, 
feafonable,  and  edifying ;  and  his  converf\tion  was 
fuitable  to  his  doclrinc. 
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About  the  latter  end  of  this  year  (1735)  our 
folemn  affirmation  (without  a  certificate,  as  re- 
quired by  the  former  act)  was  renewed  for  eleven 
years,  and  to  the  end  of  the  then  next  feffion  of 
parliament. 

Beiides  other  friends,  of  the  miaiftry,  Benjamin 
Holme  this  year  vifited  Ireland  the  fixth  time :  he 
fpent  three  months  in  the  province  of  Ulflier,  having 
meetings  there  among  ftrangers  as  well  as  friends^  and 
lifter  the  Third  month  National  mieeting,  went  into 
ihe  province  of  Connaught,  and  returned  by  way 
of  Sligo,  Bcillyfhannon,  and  Letterkenny,  to  London- 
derry, having  many  quiet  and  peaceable  meetings 
among  other  people,  being  often  drawn  forth  to  vifit 
them,  and  open  our  principles  to  them,  and  declare 
the  oreat  love  and  mercv  of  God,  in  fendine  his 
Son  to  tade  deaih  for  every  man.  From  Ulilcr  he 
went,  by  way  of  Dublin,  -to  Lim.erick,  accompanied 
by  fome  friends,  and  thence  to  the  county  of  Kerry, 
particularly  to  Linxnaw,  the  earl  of  Kerry's  feat, 
to  Ardferi,  Tralee,  Coole,  and  Dingle,  and  had 
feveral  meetings  among  the  people  in  that  county, 
who,  though  many  of  them  were  great  ftrangers  to 
friends  and  their  principles,  (hewed  themfelves  friendly 
and  refpedlful,  efpecially  the  Proteftant  gentlemen  of 
the  country,  who  fomiCtimes  protected  them  from  the 
rabble ;  in  general  they  were  well  received,  and 
Benjamin  was  heard  wnth  gre^t  fatisfa^tion,  in  his 
plain,  clear,  and  demonftrative  way  of  preaching  the 
doflrines  of  the  gofpel  and  terms  of  falvation.  At 
INlill-ftreet,  where  the  congregation  w^as  for  the  moil 
part  of  the  worfe  fort,  when  they  heard  a  hint  of 
purgatory,  feveral  of  them  rofe  and  went  oit,  crying, 
*  Glaulh,'  i.  e.  Come  aw^ay.  From  thence  he  re- 
turned to  Cork  and  to  Warcrford.  where  he  vifited 
the  bilhop,  as  he  had  done  before  the  bifliops  of 
Londonderry,  and  Down,  and  Conner,  8cc,  who 
received  him  very  kindly,  and  to  fome  of  the  biCnops 
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he  wrote  letters,  anc^  fcmetimes  prefented  them  with 
books,  as  the  Trea-  'fe  on  Oaths,  another  on  Tithes^ 
&c.  He  clepartca  from  hence,  and  returned  to 
Great-Britain,  in  the  Twelfth  months  ^73^5  leaving 
to  friends  of  this  nation  a  farewel  epiftle. 

It  was  obfervable  this  year  (1736)  as  well  as  for 
fome  years  pad.  in  time  of  outward  peace  and  tran- 
quility, that  many  of  other  focieties  frequently  re- 
forted  to  friends  meetings,  whofe  underftandings  were 
opened,  and  their  prejudices  removed  with  regard 
to  friends  principles,  fo  that  it  may  be  affirmed  that 
the  teftimony  of  truth  prevailed.  notwithHanding  the; 
degeneracy  and  unfaithfulncfs  of  too  many  under 
this  profellion,  who  \v'ere  as  ftumbling  blocks  in  the 
way  of  fome. 

This  year,  being  about  the  feveiity-fourth  of  his 
age,  died  William  Gray,  at  Ballyhagen  in  the  pro- 
vince of  Ulfter,  a  worthy  elder,  whofe  fervices  ia 
the  church  were  confiderable  for  above  thirty  years-, 
although  not  called  to  the  miniflry  till  towards  the 
latter  part  of  his  life.  He  was  given  to  hofpitality, 
of  a  grave  and  folid  deportment,  of  a  good  under- 
flanding  and  a  ready  utterance,  yet  modefl,  and 
diffident  of  his  own  abiluies,  helpful  in  compofing  of 
differences,  and  often  fpeaking  peninendy  to  matters 
in  meetings  of  bufmefs,  being  well  acquainted  with 
the  rules  of  our  difcipline.  He  grew  in  his  concern 
for  the  profperity  of  the  church,  as  he  advanced 
towards  the  period  of  his  days,  being,  fix  years  be- 
fore his  deceafe,  concerned  at  times  in  publick  and 
tender  exhortation,  and  in  meetings  for  bufmefs, 
feldom  omitting  to  advertife  friends  to  faithfulnefs, 
care,  and  circumfpe£lion,  in  aa  orderly  converfation, 
and  diligence  in  the  worfhip  of  Almighty  God. 

Among  other  friends  who  vifited  the  nation  this 
year  (1737)  in  the  work  of  the  miniftry,  was  David 
Hall,  from  Yorkfhire,  who  at  his  departure,  wrote 
an  epiftle  to  friends,  wdiich  was  ordered  to  be  printed 
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for  a  general  fervice,  containing  divers  weighty  ad- 
vices faitable  to  the  different  ftations  of  the  feveral 
members  of  the  church,  and  cautions  againft  fome 
evils  and  diforders  too  much  prevailing  in  this  time 
of  our  outward  eafe  and  liberty,  particularly  negli- 
gence of  attending  meetings  for  divine  worfliip,  living 
above  our  abilities,  deviating  from  the  plain  language, 
marriages  with  perfons  of  other  perfuafions,  &c. 

This  year  alfo  afforded  an  opportunity  of  reviewing 
and  digefting  thofe  feveral  matters,  which  have  been 
the  ufual  fubje6i:s  of  the  correfpondence  between 
Monthly  and  Quarterly  meetings,  which,  being  re- 
duced to  the  form  of  queries,  were  offered  to  the 
confideration  of  a  Quarterly  meeting  held  at  Mount- 
melick,  and  from  thence  to  the  National  meeting, 
.which  in  the  year  1740,  recommended  them  as 
proper  to  be  anfwered  from  the  feveral  Monthly  to 
the  Quarterly  meetings  through  this  nation,  a  copy 
of  which  follows,  Sec. 

Query  i.  Are  meetings  for  worfliip,  both  on 
week-days  and  Firft-days,  duly  attended,  as  alfo 
ihofe  for  difcipline ;  and  are  fuch  as  are  negligent 
herein  admonilhed ;  and  is  care  taken  that  no  unfit 
perfons  fit  in  the  latter  ? 

2.  Do  the  larger  meetings  affifl  and  flrengthen 
little  meetings  that  are  near  them  ? 

3.  Do  friends  keep  to  plainnefs  of  habit,  fpeech 
and  furniture  ? 

4.  Do  they  avoid  fuperflucus  provifions  at  mar- 
riages and  burials  ? 

5.  UnnecefTary  frequenting  of  ale-houfes 

and  taverns  ? 

6.  Do  they  fo  manage  their  affairs  in  trade  and 
dealing,  as  to  keep  their  words  and  promifes  in  the 
payment  of  their  debts  and  otherwife  ? 

7.  Do  friends  avoid  incumbrances,  hindering  their 
growth  in  the  truth,  aad  the  fervice  of  it  ? 
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8*  Are  friends  in  unity  one  with  another;  do 
they  avoid  back-biting,  and  raifing  or  fpreading  evil 
reports  of  any ;  is  care  taken  to  put  a  fpeedy  end  to 
all  difFerences  ? 

9.  How  are  the  feveral  advices  of  our  National 
meetmg,  and  that  of  London,  put  in  praftice,  relating 
to  friends  godly  care  of  the  good  education  of  their 
children  in  the  way  of  truth,  fobriety,  plainnefs  01 
hibit  and  fpeecli,  and  all  godly  converfation  ;  and  do 
friends  inflruct:  their  children  in  the  principles  of  truth  ? 

10.  Are  friends  children  put  to  fchool  among 
friends,  and  are  the  fchools  of  friends  duly  infpe£ted  ? 

11.  Are  the  poor  taken  due  care  of,  and  do  their 
children  partake  of  ncctlTary  learning  to  fit  them  for 
trades  ?  Are  apprentices  and  fervants  placed  out 
among  friends  ? 

12.  Doth  each  Monthly  meeting  take  care,  that 
a  vifit  to  the  family  of  friends  be  performed  by  well- 
quahfied  friends,  once  a  year,  or  oftener,  as  occafion 
requires  ? 

13.  Do  friends  acquaint  particular  or  Monthly 
meetings,  and  take  their  advice,  before  they  remove 
from  their  place  of  fettlement  ? 

14.  Do  friends  maintain  their  teftimony  againfl 
paying  or  receiving  tithes,  church-rates,  and  all  kinds 
of  prieft's  dues  fo  called ;  as  alfo  againft  bearing  of 
arms  ? 

15.  Do  any  propofe  marriage  without  firfl:  ob- 
taining the  confent  of  parents  or  guardians  ? 

16..  Is  care  taken  to  deal  with  and  cenfure  tranf- 
greffors  in  due  time  ? 

17.  Have  all  friends  fettled  their  outward  affairs, 
by  wills  or  deeds  of  truft,  according  to  their  prefent 
minds  and  circumftances  ?  Is  care  taken  that  execu- 
tors, guardians,  and  truftees,  do  faithfully  difchargc 
the  truft  repofed  in  them  ? 

18.  Are  all  meeting-houfes  and  burial-places' 
firmly  made  over  and  fecured,  and  kept  in  good  repair? 
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1 9.  Are  births  and  burials  duly  recorded  ? 

20.  Doth  earh  monthly  meeting  take  care  that 
none  under  our  profcffion  defraud  the  king  of  his 
duties,  cuflom  or  excifc,  or  any  way  encourage  the 
running  of  goods,  by  buying  or  vending  fuch  goods  ; 
and  do  they  feverely  reprehend  and  teftify  againfl 
all  fuch  oltenders,  and  their  unwarrantable-,  clan- 
defline,  and  unlawful  a£lions  ? 

21.  Is  care  taken  by  each  monthly  meeting,  that 
no  mifufe  is  made  of  the  affirmation  ? 

A  general  vifit  was  performed  this  year  to  all  or 
moft  of  the  men  and  womens  meetings  in  the  province 
of  Leinfter. 

In  the  year  ty^g,  and  eightieth  of  his  age,  died 
John  Dobbs,  at  You^hal,  who  although  not  called 
to  the  miniftiy,  was  fuch  a  fliining  example  of  fmcerity 
and  felf-denial,  that  the  following  palTages  of  his  life 
leemed  worthy  to  be  recorded. 

He  was  the  eldeft  fon  of  Richard  Dobbs  of  Caflle- 
Dobbs,  who  was  a  counfellor  at  law,  and  juftice  of 
the  peace  of  the  county  of  Antrim,  from  whom  he 
was  entitled  to  a  confiderable  eflate,  of  which  he 
fttfFered  himfelf  to  be  deprived  purely  for  religion's 
faka.  He  gave  divers  proofs  of  an  early  difpofition, 
to  piety,  fome  of  which  it  may  be  worth  while  to 
fpecify.  When  he  was  about  eleven  years  old,  a 
certain  perfonal]<:ed  his  father,  thefliid  Richard  Dobbs, 
what  he  intended  to  bring  his  fon  up  to  ;  his  anfwer 
was,  to  the  clergy,  and  he  did  not  know  but  Johnny 
might  come  to  be  a  bilhop.  The  child  hearing  this, 
fays  within  himfelF,  '  It  is  a  great  concern  to  take 
the  care  of  other  mens  fouls  upon  me  ;  it  is  well  if 
I  can  look  well  after  my  own.'  At  fchool  he  made 
forac  confiderable  proficiency  in  the  Latin  and  Greek 
tongues,  and  afterwards  applied  himfelf  to  the  (ludy 
of  phyfick  ;  but  during  th^s  time  a  holy  thirfl:  poffeffed 
bis  foul  after  a  knowledge  of  greater  importance,' 

Vol,  IIL  u 
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whereby  he  might  obtain  peace  with  God.  He 
was  grieved  with  the  loofc  converfation  of  his  com- 
panions at  fchool,  and  upon  fome  converfe  with  the 
gentry  of  the  country,  their  tipling  difpofition  became 
burdenfome  to  him,  and  he  deferted  them.  He  went 
afterwards  to  the  univerfity  of  Oxford,  from  a  defire 
to  en  (quire  further  into  the  principles  of  true  religion  ; 
but,  in  his  road  to  it,  he  met  with  a  fomewhat  dif- 
couraging  obfervation  from  a  certain  perfon  he  cafually 
fell  in  company  with  at  York,  who  remarked  that 
there  were  many  gentlemen  in  the  country,  who  were 
afraid  of  fending  their  fons  thither  left  they  fliould 
be  debauched.  He  found  there  was  too  much  ground 
for  this  obfervation,  for  when  he  came  to  Oxford,  he 
was  much  grieved  at  the  profiinenefs  of  the  ftudents 
there,  and  at  firfl  put  himfelf  in  the  way  of  converfmg 
with  them,  with  a  defign  to  ufe  his  bed  endeavours  to 
reform  them,  but  found  this  to  be  labour  loft  ;  ahd, 
to  be  brief,  was  not  eafy  to  flay  long  at  the  college^ 
but  obtained  liberty  of  his  father  to  return  home. 

He  had  an  efteem  for  the  people  called  Quakers, 
from  his  obfervation  of  the  innocency  of  their  lives 
and  converfations  among  men  ;  and  his  mother, 
Dorothy  Dobbs,  having  joined  herfclf  in  community 
with  this  people,  he  had  an  opportunity  of  perufmg 
feveral  books  written  by  fome  of  them ;  but  before 
the  nineteenth  year  of  his  age,  he  had  proceeded  no 
farther  than  to  entertain  good  wifhes  for  them,  his 
father  having  threatened  to  turn  any  of  his  children 
out  of  doors  that  fliould  go  to  their  meetings ;  not- 
withftanding  which,  in  a  fhort  time  after,  being  de- 
firous  of  hearing  their  teftimony  himfelf,  and  an 
Englifh  friend, Thomas  Dockra,vifiting  Carrkkfergus, 
and  having  a  meeting  there,  John  went  thither, 
and  before  that  meeting  was  over,  was  fo  elfedlually 
convinced  of  the  truth  of  their  teftimony,  that  he, 
from  this  time,  continued  ftcdfaft  in  community  with 
that  people*  This  was  very  difagrceablc  to  his  father. 
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Vr'ho  endeavoured,  firft  by  peiTuafion,  to  bring  him 
off  from  that  way  of  thinking ;  but  this  proving  in- 
effecflual,  he  had  recourfe  to  blows,  and  orher  great 
feverities,  which  he  exercifed  on  this  tender  youth, 
which  he  bore  with  great  patience  and  conftancy ; 
particularly  in  keeping  him  prifoner  in  his  houfe  about 
half  a  year,  in  1683  and  84,  during  which  confine- 
ment, at  a  certain  time  meeting  him  with  his  hat  on, 
he  fell  furioully  on  him,  and  beat  him  grievoully 
on  the  head  with  a  cane,  to  that  degree,  that  he 
fell  into  a  fever  on  it,  nor  did  he  ever  entirely  recover 
the  injury  thereby  received.  Befides  this,  he  de- 
prived him  of  his  right  in  his  eftate,  which  in  the 
year  1681,  was  three  hundred  and  fixty  pounds  per 
annum,  leaving  him  by  will  only  ten  pounds  per  ann. 
during  life,  to  keep  him,  as  he  faid,  from  flarving, 
or  relying  on  thofe  feducing  people^  But  all  this 
could  not  taint  his  integrity.  His  mother  dying 
whilfl  he  w^as  young,  who  had  been  his  confiiant 
friend  and  fupport  under  his  hardfnips,  his  father 
would  not  fee  him,  nor  fuffer  him  to  come  into 
his  prefence  ;  and  fo  having  none  to  fupport  him,  and 
there  being  no  likelihood  of  a  reconciliation,  he  was 
necelTitated  to  leave  his  father's  houfe,  and  went  to 
England  and  learned  chymiflry  with  Charles  Marfhal, 
and  making  further  progrcfs  in  the  ftndy  of  Phyfick, 
he  returned  to  Ireland,  and  praclifed  it  here  with  re- 
putation, and  lived  and  died  in  drift  unity  with  friends, 
•'being  an  innocent  and  religious  man^  one  that  avoided 
popularity,  was  more  in  reality  than  appearance,  and 
cared  not  how  little  noife  ihe  world  made  about  him, 
fo  that  he  enjoyed  peace  with  God. 

In  the  year  1739,  being  the  fixty-fifth  of  her  age, 
and  about  the  forty-fecond  of  her  mini  dry,  died  at 
Waterford,  Elizabeth  Jacob,  the  daughter  of  Thomas 
and  Agnes  Head,  who  was  born  at  Ardce ;  2nd 
afterwards  lived  in  Dublin,  where  (heunderv^^nt  mr.ny 
and  deep  conflicts  of  foul,  betorc  flue  became  refjgned 
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tothe  Lord's  requirings,  in  bearing  a publick  leflimony, 
which  (he  did  firft  in  that  city  about  the  year  1697, 
and  in  the  year  1 699,  was  joined  in  marriage  to  Richard 
Jacob  of  Limerick,  to  which  place  (he  removed,  and 
was  of  great  fervice  there,  beings  through  her  obe- 
dience to  the  heavenly  call,  made  a  chofen  veffel  for 
the  life  of  her  Lord  and  Mafter,  fitted  by  his  power 
and  fpirit  for  his  work  and  fervice  ;  in  the  difcharge 
of  which  (he  greatly  defired  to  be  foimd  faithful  and 
clear  of  the  blood  of  all  men,  being  fervently  engaged 
for  truth's  profperity,  and  the  promotion  of  godlinefs 
in  the  earth,  on  the  account  whereof  flie  was  freely 
given  up  to  fpend  and  be  fpent  in  many  laborious 
journies,  both  in  this  and  other  nations,  not  only  in 
her  youth,  but  even  in  her  advanced  years,  and  when 
attended  with  bodily  infirmities ;  particularly  in  the 
year  1701,  fhe  travelled  in  the  North  of  Ireland, 
thence  paiTed  over  into  Scotland,  and  had  good  fervice 
there  and  in  the  North  of  England.  Again,  in  the 
year  1705,  fhe  vifited  friends  in  divers  counties  in 
England,  and  was  twice  at  London,  where  flie  had 
large  and  fatisfai^ory  meetings.  And  in  the  years 
171 1  and  1712^  flie  vifited  friends  in  Scotland,  and 
in  many  parts,  of  England  and  Wales,  for  above  ten 
months,  and  by  the  Lord's  power  was  made  an  in- 
ftrument  of  good  unto  many;  and  in  the  year  1729, 
fhe  vifited  friends  in  divers  counties  of  England,  and 
palTed  over  to  Holland  in  truth's  fervice. 

She  had  a  clear  and  diftin£t  utterance  in  hef  miniftry, 
which  was  attended  with  great  reverence  and  tender- 
nefs,  to  the  reaching  the  hearts  of  the  hearers,  and 
continued  lively  in  the  exercife  of  her  gift  to  the  laft. 
She  was  fervent  and  weighty  in  prayer,  and  a  good 
example  in  converfation,  being  preferved  by  the 
truth  in  circumfpe6tion  and  fear,  yet  of  a  fwcet  and 
chearful  fpirit. 

In  the  year  1 7 1 2  fhe  wrote,  from  Worcefter,  as 
rpiflle  of  love  to  friends  ia  England,  which  wasprkiced^ 
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and  contains  a  farewel  exhortation  to  friends  families, 
wherein  fhe  addrclTes  herfelf  firft  to  the  elders,  fetting 
forth  that,  '  Whereas  there  is  a  great  declenfion 
from  the  primitive  plainnefs,  fimplicity,  and  fmccrity, 
into  v/hich  truth  led  our  faithful  predecefTors,  this  is 
owing  to  the  prevalence  of  the  fpirit  of  the  world, 
pride,  covetoufnefs,  felf  intereft,  and  flefhiy  eafe ; 
and,  in  order  to  a  reformation,  earnellly  exhorts 
fuch  who  are  fathers  and  mothers,  and  as  pillars  in 
the  church,  carefully  to  obferve  the  operation  of  the 
Lord's  holy  Spirit,  and  to.  be  often  inwardly  attending 
on  the  wonderful  counfellor,  whereby  they  will  be 
enabled  to  fet  up  an  holy  difcipline  ip  their  own 
families;  and  that  this  godly  care  in  families  is  the 
only  expedient  for  a  right  reformation  in  the  churches  : 
that  it  is  not  enough  for  the  elders,  fathers,  and 
mothers,  maflcrs  and  miftrcifes,  who  have  in  any 
meafure  tailed  of  the  good  word  of  life,  and  of  the 
powers  of  the  world  to  come,  carelefsly  to  retain  a 
knowdedge  of  what  they  have  experienced  in  times 
p'iil ;  that  God  hath  not  lighted  their  candles  to  be 
put  out  again  or  to  be  hid  under  a  bufhel,  but  that 
they  ought  daily  to  wait  upon  and  fupplicate  the  Lord 
for  the  renewing  of  his  love  and  life,  that  their  lamps 
may  be  kept  trimmed  and  their  lights  (hining,  and 
they  be  a  fweet  fiivour  of  life  unto  life,  their  con- 
versation anfwering  the  witnefs  of  God  in  the  hearts 
of  their  children,  fervants,  and  neighbours,  flirring 
iip  the  negligent  to  a  lively  commemoration  of  the 
Lord's  mercies,  and  exercifmg  their  Chriftian  autho- 
rity, in  the  management  and  fettlement  of  their  own 
families  in  that  decent  order  we,  through  the  mercy 
and  wifdom  of  God,  have  been  eftablifhed  in :  thus 
will  parents  be  good  examples  to  their  children,  and 
mafters  to  their  fervants ;  and  that  indeed  the  heads 
of  families  are,  or  ought  to  be,  the  Lord's  minifters, 
ruling  them  in  the  power  of  love,  and  thereby  ordering 
them  ri^.tly  in  life  and  manners and  concludes 
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with  this  warning  to  the  unfaithful,  *  that  if  the  love 
of  God  10  them,  through  his  fpirit  and  through  his 
fervants,  will  not  prevail,  the  Lord  will  be  clear 
"U'hen  he  judgeth,  as  he  was  in  the  dcftruc^ion  of  the 
old  world,  and  of  the  cities  of  Sodom  and  Gomorrah.' 
She  next  tenderly  addrtflcs  herfclf  to  the  children, 
cautioning  them  againft  divers  evils,  dangers,  and 
temptauons,  peculiar  to  their  age,  as  pride  or  affec- 
tation of  new  fafliions  in  apparel,  whWii  the  adorning 
of  the  better  and  imrror^al  part  is  neglected;  as  a^fo 
againft  the  needxfs  friendfliip  and  familiarity  with 
thole  of  a  different  perfuafion  in  matters  of  faith, 
whereby  many  have  been  betrayed  into  unequal 
marriages,  to  the  wounding  their  own  fouls,  great 
trouole  of  their  t.  nder  parents,  and  the  deffru^tion 
and  ruin  of  many  Umiiies. 

A  provincial  vifit  was  this  year  (1740)  performed 
in  Ulfier.  Ar.d  here  it  may  be  obfcrved,  upon  a 
review  of  the  foregoing  records,  that  in  the  province 
of  Ulfler,  general  vifits  to  that  province,  and  for  the 
moff  part  to  the  feveral  monthly  meetings  therein, 
were  performed  in  the  years  1699,  1702,  1705,  1706, 
1707,  1720  or  21,  1727,  17305  and  174c.  In  the 
province  of  Leinfter  the  like  general  vifits  were 
performed  in  the  years.  1699,  1707,  171  t,  1714, 
1720  or  21,  1725,  and  1737.  In  the  province  of 
Munffer  the  like  general  vifits  were  performed  in  the 
years  1699,  » 708,  and  :726. 

This  year  (174O  and  in  the  eightieth  of  his  age, 
died  John  Afiiton,  of  Kilconininore,  in  the  county  of 
Tiperary,  though  a  narive  of  Chefliire,  who,  about 
the  fortieth  year  of  his  age,  was  convinced  by  the 
lively  miniflry  of  Ihomas  Wilfon  ;  and  foon  after  his 
convincement  was  cdii  into  prifon,  on  account  of  bis 
fciithful  teftimony  againfl:  the  payment  of  tithes,  and 
continued  a  prifoner  about  fix  months. 

His  zeal  for  the  worfhip  of  Almighty  God  w\^.s  re- 
markable ;  for  whilfi:  he  was  a  member  of  th^  meeting 
ar  Birr,  he  generally  walked  thither  .^twice  a  week. 
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though  it  was  five  miles  of  diriv  road,  and  he  \ras 
often  obliged  to  wade  through  a  river  in  his  way, 
and  fometimes  In  winter  lime  to  break  the  ice,  where- 
with his  le^s  and  feet  have  been  wounded. 

His  zeal  ahb  for  the  propagation  of  truth,  and  love 
to  the  foul>  of  his  neighbours,  was  manifen:  in  the 
following  tnllance ;  that  when  friends  travelling  ia 
the  fer^'ice  of  the  gofpel,  came  to  his  houfe,  he  took 
great  pains  to  invite  the  people  near  him  to  come  and 
partake  of  the  benefit  of  their  labours ;  for  which 
purpofe  it  was  his  frequent  practice  to  ride  leveral 
miles  round,  and  this  in  the  night  as  well  as  day,  and 
even  in  the  depth  and  feverity  of  the  winter  feafon  ; 
and  though  fome  returned  fcoS  and  abufive  fpeeches, 
yet  many  came  and  were  well  Satisfied,  and  fome 
convinced,  and  among  the  reft  fome  of  his  own  fer- 
vants ;  and  a  meeting  vcas  fettled  at  his  houfe  ia  the 
year  1710,  which  ftill  continues. 

He  was  a  man  of  hofpitalit)^  and  of  a  tender  fpirir, 
fympathizing  with  the  poor  and  afihcled. 

About  the  fixty-fecond  year  of  his  age,  he  received 
a  gift  in  the  miniilry,  in  the  exercife  of  which  he  was 
particularly  zealous  in  teftifying  againil  the  follies  and 
vanities  incident  to  youth,  with  refpe<ft  to  a  confor- 
mity to  the  never-fcrded  fafhions  of  the  times.  In 
the  year  1733,  ^''^^^'^  another  friend,  vifued  friends 
in  fundry  counties  in  England,  as  alfo  in  North-Britain. 

This  year  died  at  Dublin,  Jofeph  Gill,  born  at 
Skelton  in  Cumberland,  in  the  year  1674,  the  fon 
of  William  Gill,  from  whom  he  received  a  religious 
education,  which  with  the  concurrence  of  the  divine 
yelUng,  and  his  own  endeavours,  vras  greatly  im- 
proved to  his  fpiritual  advantage. 

He  manifefled  an  earh'  zeai  for  the  worfhip  of 
Almighty  God,  in  preference  to  the  purfuit  of  worldly 
aain ;  and  when  his  outward  bufmefs  increafcd  and 
pvofpered,  was  ieized  with  a  hoVy  fear,  left  the  multi- 
tude thereof  Ihould  obllrucl  the  fpiritual  exercife  and 
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engagement  of  his  mind,  for  the  J^cquifidon  of  heavenly 
riches. 

In  the  early  part  of  his  hfe,  he  frequently  accom- 
panied miniftring  friends  in  their  travels  through 
feveral  parts  of  this  nation,  and  met  with  great  con- 
folation  and  encouragement  in  fo  doing. 

In  the  year  1 709,  he  was  led  to  fettle  his  outward 
affairs  and  Uffen  his  bufmefs,  in  pilrfuance  of  a  fecret 
impreffion  then  made  on  his  mind,  that  he  ought  to 
be  at  Ic'ifure  to  follow  the  Lord  as  he  fhould  be  pleafed 
to  lead  him,  being  ^eligned  to  what  he  believed  to  be 
the  divine  will  concerning  him ;  though  at  this  time 
he  had  no  diftindl  perception  of  his  being  called  to 
the  minillry.  However,  in  the  year  171 1,  beins^ 
the  thir;y-feventh  of  his  age,  his  mouth  was  finl 
opened  in  the  alTemblies  oi  the  people  called  Quakers, 
hu\  with  great  fear  and  concern  of  mind,  by  reafon 
of  divers  fiiggeflions  of  the  enemy,  which  in  proccfs 
of  tim^e  were  overcome,  and  ht  proving  faithful  to  his 
fenfe'bf  the  divine  requirings,  grew  in  his  gift,  and 
became  a  diligent  and  zealous  labourer  therein,  to 
the  edification  of  the  churches  both  at  home  and 
abroad. 

in  the  year  1711  he  vifited  the  m.eetings  of  friends 
in  Ulfter  province,  in  company  with  Richard  Sealy, 
when,  at  Coothill,  James  Sympfon  (vvlio  was  bred. a 
fcholar  and  intended  for  a  Preibyterian  teacher)  was 
convinced,  who  became  a  ferviceable  man,  and  faiTered 
imprifonment  in  Cavan  gaol  for  his  teftimony  againfl 
tithes. 

In  the  year  1713,  he  had  drawings  in  his  mind  to 
vlfit  friends  in  Uifter  province  again,  but  wanting  a 
companion,  and  not  deeming  himfelf  flrong  enough, 
waited  until  the  arrival  of  Luke  Cock,  a  miniftring 
friend  from  England,  and  accompanied  him  in  his  tra^ 
vels  to  that  province.  After  this  he  very  frequendy 
performed  vifits  in  the  ^v'ork  of  the  minillry,  to  the 
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meetings  in  Lcinfler,  Munfter,  and  Ulfter,  ancj  fome- 
times  in  Conniuight,^  where  he  had  alfo  meetings 
among  ft  rangers ;  and  befides  thefe  vifits  at  home, 
he,  at  different  times,  vifited  friends  in  divers  parts 
of  England  and  Scotland,  and  in  the  year  17 14,  in 
the  Ille  of  Man  ;  and  in  the  year  1734*  he  took  a  voy- 
age to  America  on  the  fame  account,  where  he  travelled 
five  thoufand  five  hundred  and  feventy-two  miles, 
and  was  at  three  hundred  and  eighty-two  meetings. 

He  was  diligent  in  attending  the  meetings  of  difci-  . 
pline,  as  well  as  worfliip,  and  not  only  thofe  at  home, 
but  particularly  the  Yearly  meeting  at  London;  and 
from  the  year  171  2  to  1741  inclufive,  was  thirteen 
times  at  the  fiid  Yearly  meeting. 

He  was  a  man  of  exemplary  life  and  ccnverfation, 
and  given  to  hofpitality.  As  he  drew  near  the  con-^ 
clufion  of  his  days,  he  had  this  comfortable  reflexion 
to  make,  that  he  had  preferred  the  fervice  of  truth 
before  the  bufmefs  of  this  w^orld ;  and  declared,  that 
although  he  had  feveral  opportunities  of  enlarging 
his  temporal  pofleffions,  he  durft  not  embrace  them, 
left  he  Ihould  thereby  be  hindered  from  the  difcharge 
ofiiis  fpiritual  duties.  He  alfo  fignified  his  fenfe, 
that  alchougli  the  church  was  now  in  her  fable  weeds, 
and  mourning  feemed  her  prefent  portion,  yet  that 
he  believed  the  Lord  would  caufe  Sion  to  fliine  and 
become  the  beauty  of  nations.  He  died  in  a  devout 
frame  of  mind,  in  this  the  fixty-feventh  year  of  his 
age,  and  thirtieth  of  his  miniftry. 

This  year  died  at  Dublin  that  honourable  elder 
and  minifter  George  Rooke,  the  fon  of  Thomas  Rook e, 
born  in  the  paiifli  of  Boukon  in  Cumberland.  He 
had  been  educated  in  the  church  of  England,  but 
about  the  twentieth  year  of  his  age,  being  convinced 
of  the  truth  of  the  do6lrine  preached  by  John  Greaves, 
a  minifter  among  the  people  called  (fakers,  he  joined 
himfelf  in  focicty  with  them,  and  proving  faithful, 
according  to  his  fenfe  of  his  duty,  about  the  twenty- 
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fifth  yetir  of  his  age,  his  moGth  was  opened  to  declare 
mno  others  his  own  experience  of  che  Lord's  good- 
Kefs,  and  he  became  early  engaged  in  travellirKg  abroad 
m  the  Vv'ork  of  the  miniftry,  zcaloufly  and  chearfully- 
efevoting  his  ilrength  and  yonthful  days  to  the  propa- 
gation of  the  gofpcl,  and  promotion  of  truth  and 
rij>,hteoufncf^  in  the  earth  ;  particularly  in  the  year 
^679^  he  travelled  on  foot  to  Scotland  on  this  account, 
accompanied  by  Peter  Fearon.  in  the  yeai  1681, 
be  vifited  friends  in  all  their  meetings  in  Scotland  a 
fccond  time,  and  the  fame  year  came  to  Ireland  and 
vifned  moil  of  the  meetings  of  friends  through  the 
aation,  as  he  did  alfo  in  the  year  and  fome 

Eime  after  his  return,  vifiting  friends  in  Weftmoreland, 
and  bifhopriclc,  he  had  a  meeting  at  Stockton,  where 
tlte  niayor  of  the  town  fentone  of  bis  officers  to  bring 
George  before  him,  and  when  he  came,  tendered  him 
the  oath  of  allegiance  and  fupremacy :  but  becaufe 
George,  for  conlcience  fake,  refufed  ro  fwear,  the 
mayor  would  have  had  him  enter  into  bonds  for  his- 
good  behaviour,  and  to  appear  at  the  next  quarter- 
lVirK)ns:  George  told  him,  he  was  bound  to  good 
behaviour  already.  '  Have  you  been  with  fome 
juiUce  of  the  peace  that  has  bound  yon  already  faid 
the  mayor.  '  No,'  faid  George,  '  but  i  am  bound, 
by  my  principle  to  behave  myfclf  towards  the  king 
and  his  fubjects  as  becomes  a  Chriftian/  ^  BvLt 
for  all  that/  (aid  the  mayor,  '  you  mufl  enter  mo 
bonds/  '  I  cannot,'  faid  George,  '  for  I  believe 
thou  wilt  call  that  a  breach  of  good  behaviour,  which 
I  think  is  good  behaviour.'  '  What  is  that,'  faid 
ihe  mayor,  *  I  fuppofe/  faid  George,  *  thou  wilt  call" 
it  a  breach  of  good  behr.';viour,  if  I  go  to  one  of  our 
meetings  before  uext  quarter  fefTions  ?'  '  Sure  enough, 
1  fliall,'  faid  the  mayor.  George  faid,  he  would  not 
bring  any  of  his  friends  into  that  fnare  to  leave  them 
bound,  for  him.  '  It  is  but  about  a  month,'  faid  the 
mayor,  *  to  the  Icffions,  and  cmnot  you  foirbear  going. 
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to  meeting  fo  long?*  ^  No/  faid  George,  '  if  the 
Lord  fpare  me  health,  I  can  no  more  forbear  going  to 
meetings,  than  Daniel  could  forbear  praying  to  his 
God,  although  the  decree  was  but  for  thirty  days/ 
So  the  mayor  committed  him  to  Durham  gaol,  where 
he  was  kept  prifoner  till  the  fcfTions,  when  he  was 
again  committed  and  kept  prifoner  about  a  month 
longer,  becaufe  for  confcience  -  fake  he  could  noc 
fwear. 

In  the  year  1685,  he  vifited  friends  in  Ireland  a 
third  tiiiic,  and  again  in  i686,  when  he  married  and 
fettled  in  I  imerick ;  yet  ftill  continued  laborious, 
and  frequencly  travelled  abroad  in  the  exercife  of 
his  gift,  f(  r  the  edification  of  the  churches ;  and  in- 
deed his  minifLry  appears  to  have  been  clear  and  con- 
vincing even  among  flrangers,  of  which  an  inftancc 
occurred  in  his  travtls  through  Wales,  where,  at  a 
meeting  he  had  at  Haverford-weft,  one  of  his  hearers, 
who  had  a  right  of  the  prefentation  of  a  parifh  called 
St.  David's  Head,  was  fo  far  affected  by  his  preaching 
as  to  make  him  an  offer  of  it ;  but  he  was  not  one  of 
thofe  minifters  who  feek  for  reward  or  fupport  from 
men. 

He  continued  his  habitation  in  Limerick  in  the  years 
1689  and  90,  in  the  troublefome  time  of  the  wars 
between  king  William  and  king  James,  and  during 
the  firft  fiege ;  but  before  the  fecond  fiege,  while 
king  James's  army  had  polTeiTion  of  the  city,  he 
removed  himfelf  and  family  to  Cumberland  ;  but  not- 
withftanding  thefe  troubles,  he  ftill  continued  labo- 
rious  and  fervent  in  fpirit,  in  vificing  the  meetings 
of  friends,  and  in  the  year  1692,  again  vifited  the 
brethren  in  Scotland. 

In  the  year  1693  he  returned  to  Ireland,  fettled, 
and  continued  his  refidence  in  Dublin  the  remaining 
part  of  his  life,  during  which  time,  whilfl  of  ability, 
he  frequently  vifited  friends  in  the  three  provinces, 
"and  fometimes  had  meetings  in  places  where  uoi 
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meetings  of  friends  were  fettled  :  he  alfo  fometimcs, 
vifued  friends  in  England  and  Wales,  and  was  fre« 
qneinly  at  the  Yearly  meeting  of  London.  He  was 
a  very  diligent  attcnder  of  meetings  for  worfliip,  and 
thofe  for  difcipline,  and  was  fcarce  ever  abfent  (unlefs 
when  engaged  in  travelling  elfewhere  in  truth's  fervice) 
from  the  Province  and  Quarterly  meetings,  until  dif- 
abkd  by  infirmity  of  body. 

He  was  a  man  of  good  nnderflanding,  though  bnt 
little  fchool-learning  ;  of  a  fweet  temper  ;  in  conver- 
iation  pleafant  and  nffable  ;  an  affeclionate  hufband 
and  father  ;  a  tender  and  fympathizing  vifr  or  of  the 
fick :  he  was  a  diligent  and  faithful  minifter,  and  his 
iabonrs  were  often  crov/ned  Vv'ith  (ucctf^,  to  the  con- 
vincement  of  feveral,  who  proved  eminent  and  fer- 
viceable  men  in  tlie  church,  and  the  edification  and 
e{labli{hment  of  others.  In  the  cxercife  of  his  gift 
]ie  was  clear,  folid,  and  lively,  even  unto  extreme  old 
»ge  ;  in  prayer,  living,  reverent,  weighty,  and  ccncife. 
In  his  deportment  meek  and  humble,  not  elevated  by 
his  gifts  and  good  fervices ;  far  from  being  defirous 
of  exercifing  lordflnp  over  God's  heritage,  frequently 
declaring,  that  he  did  not  judge  minifters  to  be  of  an 
order  above  other  men,  and  that  he  and  all  others 
HI  the  minifiry,  ought  willingly  to  refer  their  dodlrines 
to  the  divine  witnefs  in  the  confciences  of  their  hearers. 
He  was  a  diligent  reader  of  the  holy  Scriptures,  and 
in  his  preaching  a  faithful  quoter  of  them.  He  re* 
tained  his  integrity,  as  well  as  nnderfianding  and  me- 
mory to  his  end,  and  departed  this  life  in  the  ninety- 
iirft  year  of  his  age,  and  about  the  fixty-feventh  of 
his  miniftry,  and  appears  to  be  the  moil  ancient 
ininiiler  mentioned  in  thefe  records. 

This  year,  there  being  apprehenfions  of  an  in- 
tended invafion  of  England  from  France,  frrends  drew 
up  an  addrefs  to  the  king,  furnifying  their  fidelity 
and  good  affection  to  his  perfop  and  goveiiirnenr^ 
which  was  as  follov^'s :  '"'-'^  '    '^  ''^ 
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*  To  George  the  Second,  king  of  Great- Britain  and 
the  dominions  thereunto  belonging. 

«  The  humble  Addrefs  of  his  Proteflant  Sobjerrs,  the 
People  caiied  Quakers,  in  the  kingdom  of  Ireland^ 

*  We  thy  dutiful  and  peaceable  fubje£ls^  with  hearts 
truly  fenfible  of  the  many  bleffings  and  privileges  we 
enjoy  under  thy  paternal  care  and  protection,  beg 
leave  at  this  critical  conjundlurc,  when  thy  dominions 
are  threatened  with  an  invafion  in  favour  of  a  popifli 
pretender^  to  exprefs  our  fmcerc  and  hearty  abhor-^ 
tence  of  all  plots  and  confpiracies  againfl:  thy  perfoii 
and  government. 

*  Duty,  gratitude,  and  interefl:,  unite  to  engage  m 
in  a  firm  attachment  to  thy  royal  perfon,  and  the 
Proteftant  fucceffion  in  the  illuftrious  houfe ;  and  we 
are  determined,  by  divine  affiflance,  to  continue  im- 
fhakcn  in  thefe  fentiments,  and  conformable  to  our 
known  principles  to  do  the  ntmoft  in  our  power  for 
promoting  the  peace  and  welfare  of  this  nation. 

'  The  kind  indulgence  granted  us  by  the  legillature 
in  our  religious  fcruples,  the  free  accefs  we  have  had 
to  the  feveral  chief  governors  of  this  kingdom  fmce 
thy  acceffion  to  the  throne,  and  the  readinefs  fliev/n 
for  our  relief,  whereof  v;e  retain  the  mod  grateful 
atjd  lively  fenfe,  lay  us  under  additional  obligation^, 
of  duty  and  fidelity. 

*  May  the  fame  divine  Providence  that  defeated  the 
attempts  of  the  enemies  of  our  conflitution,  in  the  re- 
bellion againfl  thy  royal  father,  and  which  hath  lately 
prote£led  thee  in  imminent  danger,  preferve  thee  and 
thy  royal  family  from  the  wicked  defigns  of  ail  your 
enemies,  whether  foreign  or  domeilic.  May  the 
Almighty  guide  thy  counfels  by  his  wifdom,  and 
render  taem  cffe£lual  for  the  re-eftablifliment  of  peace 
and  tranquillity,  and  grant  thee  a  long  and  profperous 
reign  over  us.    May  the  Britilh  throne  be  always 
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filled  with  one  of  thy  royal  offspring,  to  tranfmit  the 
blefiings  we  enjoy  to  future  ages. 


*  Signed  in  Dublin,  in  behalf  of  the  faid 
people,  the  3 ill  of  the  Firfl  month,  called  March, 


by 

John  Barclay 
i^cter  Judd 
Henry  Pemberton 
Daniel  Bewley 
Edward  Fawcett 
Jofeph  Fade 
James  Johnlbn 
John  Rutty 
S annuel  Judd 
Benjamin  Dawfon 
i*aul  Johnfon 
Robert  Clibborn 
Francis  PvufTell 
Thomas  Strettell,  junr, 
Kobert  Unthank 
Jacob  Ford 
Robert  Jalfray 
Jofeph  Bar  croft 
John  Goulbee 
Robert  Gill 
Jenathan  Strettell 
John  Dav/fon 
Ambrofe  Barcroft 
Samuel  Sharpley 
William  Grecnhow 
^Thomas  Chandlcy 
John  Barclay,  junr. 


Jolhua  Clibborn 
Edward  Stephens 
Lancelot  Whitehead 
John  Powel 
Aaron  Atkirfon 
Ifaac  A  Alton 
Thomas  Handy 
I/Tachar  Willcocks 
Jofeph  Willcocks 
Gherret  HaiTen 
Henry  Afiie 
John  Willcocks 
Samuel-RufTell 
Thomas  Goulbee 
Samuel  Morton 
Samuel  Summers 
John  Beetham 
Jonathan  Fletcher 
Jofeph  Green 
Abraham  Robinfon 
William  Willaa 
Ifaac  Jackfon 
Richard  Pearce 
John  Pim 
Jacob  Goff 
William  Richardfoo 
James  Forbes 


It  is  worthy  of  obfervation,  that  whilfl:  the  neigh* 
bouring  kingdom  of  Great-Britain  was  difturbed  both 
with  a  foreign  war,  and  a  rebellion  at  home;,  this 
nation,  under  the  prudent  adminiHration  of  our  chief 
governor,  enjoyed  a  profound  peace ;  and  at  the  fame 
time  we  were  favoured  with  the  vifits  of  divers  worthy 
brethren  and  iillers  in  the  miniftry,  fome  from  Great- 
Britain  and  others  from  America,  who  croffed  th« 
fcas  in  this  fervice  at  the  hazard  of  their  lives*. 
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Alio,  'U'hercas  the  aft  of  parliament  for  granting 
friends  an  affirmation  in  all,  except  criminal  cafe^, 
and  for  qualifying  for  places  of  piofit  and  trufl,  and 
ferving  on  juries,  which  was  paffed  in  the  year  1736, 
was  only  temporary,  and  to  ekpire  at  the  end  of  the 
cnfuing  ftfiion  of  parliament,  the  prefent  time  was 
thought  convenient  to  make  early  application  for  a 
renewal  of  the  fiiid  act  without  limitation  of  time,  in  the 
fame  manner  as  friends  clfewherc  enjoy  ir.  Wherefore 
the  friends  who  attended  the  laft  Yearly  meeting  at 
London,  did  there  wait  on  the  earl  of  Chellei-field, 
the  lord  lieutenant,  requeuing  his  advice  and  friend - 
fliip  in  our  intended  folicitation,  which  he  with  greai: 
chearfulnefs  granted  them,  and  on  his  arrival  here, 
encouraged  friends  to  petition  the  Hcufe  of  Commons 
this  feliion,  for  fuch  an  7{£t  as  aforefaid,  which  thej 
accordingly  did  with  good  fuccefs,  for  it  paiied  both 
houfes,  nemlne  cantradice?ite,  and  obtained  tht  roj/al 
affent.* 

Befides  other  miniflring  friends  at  home,  who  vifited 
friends  this  year  ("1744)  Gherret  Haflen  performed  a 
vifit  to  them  in  each  province,  not  only  in  their  pub- 
iick  meetings,  but  in  their  families,  having  in  xhl^ 
fervice  vifited  by  eftimation,  three  thoufand  families 
and  upwards,  exclufive  of  thofe  in  Dublin,  where  he 
bad  refided  fome  rears. 

This  year  died  Mungo  Bewiey,  fon  of  Thomas  and 
Margaret  Bewiey,  of  Woodhall  in  Cumberland,  froni 
whence  he  came  over  to  this  kingdom,  and  fettled  at 
Edenderry,  in  the  King's  County.  He  was  favoured 
in  his  youth  with  a  tender  vifitation  of  the  love  of  God, 
and  manifeded  early  a  fervent  zeal  for  divine  wWxQiip 
in  the  following  inflance:  among  his  papers  was  found 
one  which  he  wrote  during  the  time  of  his  apprentice- 
fnip,  requeuing  of  his  mailer  either  to  h^ave  his  work 
previouily  allotted  to  him,  in  order  that  he  niigh:  make 
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preparation  againfl:  the  time  of  the  week-day  meetirig, 
or  that  he  might  be  allowed  when  his  apprenticeihip 
Expired,  to  pay  for  fo  much  time  as  he  Ihould  have 
fpent  at  meetings :  and  he  grew  and  profpered  in  the 
faving  knowledge  of  the  truth  accordingly,  and  not 
long  after  his  coming  over  to  Ireland,  a  difpenfation 
of  the  gofpel  was  committed  unto  him,  whereof  he 
became  an  eminent  minifler,  freely  devoting  himfelf 
to  fpend  and  be  fpent  for  the  promotion  of  piety 
in  the  earth,  being  diligent  in  the  exercife  of  his  gift 
both  at  home  and  abroad,  having  vifited  friends  in 
the  fervice  of  the  gofpel  in  England,  Scotland,  Wales, 
Holland,  and  America. 

He  adorned  his  miniflry  by  a  grave  and  folid  be- 
haviour ;  he  was  alfo  a  man  of  good  Underflanding, 
zealous  inChriftian  difcipline,and  ferviceable  in  vifiting 
the  families  of  friends ;  a  man  of  integrity  and  firm- 
nefs,  induflrious  in  bufmefs,  upright  in  his  dealings, 
and  careful  in  the  religious  education  of  his  children ; 
chearful  and  edifying  in- his  converfation  ;  compaffio- 
nate  and  liberal  to  the  afflifled  ;  a  nurfmg  father  to 
young  travellers  in  the  way  to  Zion  ;  yet  not  hafly 
to  lay  hands  fuddenly  on  fuch  as  were  more  in  fhew . 
than  fubftance,  being  of  a  difcerning  fpirit ;  and  not- 
"withftanding  thefe  good  qualifications,  he  was  very 
humble-minded  with  refpe£t  to  himfelf. 

He  continued  lively  in  the  exercife  of  his  gift  to  the 
laft,  finilliing  his  Chriftian  courfe  in  the  feventieth 
year  of  his  age,  and  about  the  fortieth  of  his  miniftry. 

This  year  died  at  Cork,  George  Bewley,  a  faith- 
ful minifler  and  elder,  his  conduft  and  converfation 
having  been  agreeable  to  his  do£lrine.  He  was 
careful  to  keep  free  from  the  incumbrances  of  this 
life,  and  zealous  for  the  fupport  of  good  order  and 
difcipline  in  the  church.  A  narrative  of  his  life  was 
pub'iflaed,  by  the  approbation  of  the  National  meeting, 
in  the  year  j  750. 


S  U  M  M  A  R  Y    VIE  W 


or  Txs 


SUFFEUINGS 

PEOPLE 
IN  IRELAND. 


MANY  and  grievous  were  the  fuiTerlngs  which 
this  people  underwent  ac  the  beginning,  merely 
for  being  exercifed  in  prelen-ing  a  confcience  void  of 
offence  towards  God  and  naan,  in  tellifying  againil  the 
corruptions,  luperfluities,  and  excelTes,  vain  pleafurcs 
and  paflimes,  fuperilitions,  dead  formality  and  hypo- 
crify,  prevailing  among  profeffed  Chriilians.  On 
ihefe  accounts  they  became  the  objects  of  popular 
fcorn  and  derifion ;  and  beiides  perfonal  abufes,  they 
frequently  fuffered  fevere  fines  and  imprifonment. 
This  will  appear  the  lefs  wonderful,  when  we  call  to 
mind  and  confider  the  faying  of  the  apoitle.  Gal.  iv.  29, 
He  that  is  born  after  the  flefh,  pcrfecuteth  him  that 
is  born  after  the  Spirit.*' 

But  there  was  one  thing  which  rendered  them  in 
a  peculiar  manner  the  objefts  of  the  rage  of  a  man- 
made  miuiftry,  viz.  their  confcientious  fcruple  of 
paying  tithes  in  thefe  gofpel-timcs,  as  being  nn  anti- 
chriftian  impofuion.  Hence  was  verified  among  thefe 
what  was  obferved  of  the  prophets  that  caufcd  the 
Vol.  III.  X 
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people  to  err  formerly,  Micah  iii.  5.  "  Ke  iliat  puttcth 
not  into  their  mouths,  they  even  proclaim  war  againft 
him."    And  aecordingly  the  priefls  were  commonly 
the  inftruments  of  ftirrmg  up  the  magrflrates,  and 
even  the  rabble  againft  them ;  and  on  the  above- 
named  account,  viz.  their  refufmg  to  pay  tithes,  they 
very  frequently  had  their  goods  fpoiled  and  taken 
away;  fometimes  to  three,  fix,  ten,  or  twenty  times 
the  value,  and  were  often  imprifoned  and  kept  pri- 
foners  feveral  years,  and  fometimes  unto  death  ;  thus 
fealing  with  their  blood  therr  tellimony  againft  the 
<tntichnflian  yoke  of  tithes,  as  having  been  commanded 
to  be  paid  by  the  eleven  tribes  of  Ifrael,  to  the  tribe 
of  Levi,  both  for  their  continual  fervic.e  and  atten- 
dance in  the  tabernacle  of  the  congregation,  and  in 
lieu  of  their  part  or  fliare  in  the  iand  of  Canaan, 
which  they  were  hereupon  exprefsly  deprived  of 
(fee  Numb,  xviii.  20,  23,  24.},  and  not  affe61ing  the 
Gentiles,  of  whofe  race  we  are,  but  made  null  by 
the  coming  and  offering  up  of  Chrifl  Jefus  our  Lord, 
on  which  confiderati on  the  fatisfying  of  this  demand, 
in  thefe  gofpel  times,  hath  been  ever  deemed,  by  this 
people,  a  virtual  (or  in  elfeft)  denying  the  efficacy 
of  the  coming  and  fuffering  of  Chrill  Jefus  to  aboHfh 
the  ordinances  commanded  to  the  Jews  for  a  time 
only,  of  which  tithe^s  was  one,  from  whence  the  im- 
pofition  of  them  has  been  by  them  called  an  anti- 
chriftian  yoke  of  oppreffion  upon  Chriilians* 

To  en^imerate  all  the  inftances  that  might  be  given 
of  their  fiifFeriDgs  on  this  account,  were  to  fill  a  large 
volume.  A  compendious  view  of  their  fufferings  in 
this  kingdom,  for  not  fatisfying  this  and  other  eccle- 
fiaftical  demands,  fuch  as  building  and  repairing  the 
places  called  churches,  burying  and  chriftening  (fo 
called;  their  children,  and  churching  their  w^omen, 
even  when  none  of  thefe  offices  had  been  done  for 
them,  was  publifhed  in  Dubhn  in  the  year  1731  ; 
where  is  alfo  at  oarrative  gf  their  fugerings  for  coiv- 
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fciencc-fake  on  feveral  other  accounts,  whereof  I  fhall 
here  give  a  brief  fketch,  as  follows : 

For  not  going  lo  the  church,  fo  called,  hut  meeting 
together  purelj'  to  woi-fliip  Almighty  God,  according 
to  the  dictates  of  their  confciences,  they  were  cruelly 
ufed,  indi^led,  greatly  fined,  had  their  goods  fpoiled, 
■and  were  long  imprifoned;  and  when  there  was  a 
profpeft  of  their  enlargement,  becaufe  they  could  not 
latisfy  the  unjufl  demand  of  fees,  as  having  done  no 
wrong  (thus  bravely,  though  padively,  afferting  their 
Chriilian  liberty;,  fome  of  them  were  detained  in 
prifon,  and  others  dripped  of  their  clothes  and  theu 
turned  out. 

There  was  one  occafion  more  of  their  fuffering, 
whereof  w^e  meet  with  frequent  inllances  in  the  early 
days,  which  (though  it  may  feem  very  (Irange,  and 
perhaps  to  fome  fcarcely  juftifiablej  appears  however 
very  reconcileable  to  the  practice  of  Chrift  and  his 
apoftles,  who 'frequently  taught  and  preached  not 
only  in  the  temple  and  fynagogues  of  the  Jev/s,  but 
in  other  places  of  public  concourfe,*  and  to  the  liberty 
enjoyed  in  the  primitive  Chriilian  churches,  where 
we  read  that  not  one  man  only,  but  all  might 
pTophefy  (i.  e.  in  the  fenfe  of  the  apollle,  fpeak  to 
edification,  exhortation,  and  comfort)  that  all  might 
iearn,  and  all  might  be  comforted,  and  if  any  thing 
were  revealed  to  one  that  fat  by,  the  firfl  was  to  hold 
his  peace.f  What  I  mean  is  their  practice  of  exhorting 
and  warning  the  people  to  repentance  and  the  fear  of 
theLoni,  fometimes  in  the  ftreets  J  and  markets,  and 
fometlmes  in  the  publick  places  of  worlhip,  commonly 

*  This  however  -uncouth  It  may  feem,  thrmigh  long  defuetude,  to 
■divers  modern  Ciiriili;iis_,  ir.ight  he  f;'.r:her  defended  by  the  praAicc  of 
the  erre^.t  Socrates,  whofe  familiar  cuftora  it  was,  publlckly  to  preach  to, 
.or  inftruct  the  people  in  juft,  grave,  and  vii'tuous  manners  ;  and  thus  he 
did,  frequently,  at  any  rime  of  the  day,  and  i"  the  very  ftrcetf,  as  occafion 
Served,  and  as  his  good  j^enius  moved  liim  ;  neither  was  he  an  hireling,  for 
•be  did  it  gratis. — —See  Venn's  •  No  Crcfs,  No  Crown.' 


I  1  Ccr.  xiv.  3,  3c,  ^  See  the  zhoxc  note. 
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after  the  prieft  had  ended  his  fervicc ;  where  alfo 
they  fometimes  defired  the  priefls  to  prove  their 
doflrine,  and  fome  even  took  the  liberty  of  reprov- 
ing the  priefts,  when  it  appeared  evident  to  them 
that  they  had  preached  things  falfe  and  contrary  to 
Scripture.* 

On  thefe  accounts  they  fufFered  lofs  of  goods,  fines, 
whippings,  cruel  beatings,  and  long  imprifonment. 

The  fame  treatife  from  whence  this  extra£^  is  taken, 
gives  many  inflances  of  great  and  grievous  fufFerings 
they  alfo  Underwent  by  fpoiiing  of  goods,  fines,  and 
imprifonment,  for  their  not  daring  to  break  the  com- 
mand of  Chrift,  ^' Swear  not  at  all;"  and  fome  for 
not  fighting. 

Nor  were  their  fufferings  inconfiderable  merely  on 
the  account  of  their  confcientioufly  refufmg  to  take  off' 
iheir  hats  in  honour  to  man  (as  deeming  this  to  be  ^ 
mark  of  reverence  proper  to  divine  worfhip,  ac- 
cording to  I  Cor.  xi.)  as  appears  from  the  following 
inflances  in  the  fame  treatife. 

A.  D.  i66t.  William  Edmundfon,  Thomas  Lunn, 
"Richard  Faile,  WilHam  Parker,  and  Thomas  Hutch- 
infon,  were  fined  by  judge  Alexander,  at  the  aflizes 
at  Cavan,  feven  pounds  a  man  for  not  taking  off  their 
hats. 

In  the  year  1655,  Michael  Richards,  for  wearing 
his  hat  on  in  the  court  of  Cork,  being  fent  for  thither 
as  a  witnefs  about  his  m  ifter,  who  was  then  at  the 
bar  upon  his  trial,  was  by  John  B3^ire,  then  judge, 
fined  twenty  pounds.  And  for  the  fame  offence,  at  the 
affizes  in  Nev/  Rofs,  was  John  Rodman,  committe4 
to  gaol  by  judge  Louder,  kept  a  prifbner  three  months, 
and  then  banifiied  that  country. 

They  alfo  fuffered  greatly  by  fpoiiing  of  goods ;  and 
fome  inftances  occur  in  the  above  treatife,  of  excom- 
munication and  imprifonment  on  the  account  merely 

*  See  the  compendious  View  of  extraordinary  Sufferings  of  the  Pcopk 
called  QMakcrs  in  Ireland,  page  lo6,  ill,  il2. 
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of  their  following  their  lawful  vorations  on  the  days 
called  holy-days,  as  judging  thefe  obfcrrvatlons  entirely 
fuperflitious,  introduced  in  the  dark  night  of  apoHacy, 
and  that  they  were  called  of  God  thus  to  bear  an  open, 
public  tellimony  againfl  them. 

I  fliall  here  fubjoin  a  fliort  extra^l:  from  the  treatife 
aforefaid,  exhibiting  the  fum  total  of  friends  fuiferings, 
and  numbers  of  prifoners  under  each  reign  from  the 
beginning,  and  then  conclude  with  the  total  annual 
fuiferings  to  the  prefent  time,  w-ith  a  few  remarks. 


No.  of 

Years 
they 
reigned. 

Value  taken. 

Prifoners. 

TheProte(5lors, 
(fo  called) 

5 

86 

5". 
13 

d. 

6 

101 

K.Charles  II. 

36 

3824 

16 

7S0 

.K.James  II. 

4 

1583 

14 

3 

12 

'K.Williara&  I 

13724 

9 

33 

Q^Ann 

16199 

15 

3i 

13 

K.  George  I. 

13 

22513 

14 

10 

In  ail  57933 

3 

\0{ 
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The  annual  Sum  total  of  friends  Sufferings,  chiefly  for 
tithes,  priefh  maintenance,  and  other  ecclefui(lical 
dues  fo  called  ;  and  for  repair  of  parilh  worfliip- 
houfes,  from  the  year  1727  to  1751,  inclufive. 


K.  GEORGE  II. 


Year^ 

Sums. 
^  s. 

//. 

1727 

1939 

2 

2 

172« 

1777 

2 

0 

1729 

921 

10 

0 

17^0 

368 

1 

3 

17  J  i. 

1589'  19 

H 

-!73-> 

1591 

6 

3 

]  733 

1585 

0 

4 

1734 

1534 

7 

4 

1736 

,458 

7 

7 

1730 

I J  85 

18 

0 

1737 

599 

17 

0 

1738 

I486 

13 

7 

1739 

1511 

0 

8* 

1740 

i884 

6 

0 

1741 

1738 

15 

7  , 

1742  1532 

7 

■s 

1743  I4G0 

9 

1744!  1505 

3 

IH 

1745 

i  GS7 

14 

6"  '. 

1740 

1087 

14 

1747 

1450 

9 

m 

17J8 

1605 

11 

1749 

1564 

11 

11 

1750 

1760 

7 

s 

1751 

.743 

19 

o\ 

 s\)-m 

17 

H 

TJir( 


pRISOiNERS. 


friends  of  Charlcmont  meeting, 
on  account  of  tithes. 


James  Simpfon,  and  Joftiua  Deale,  iti 
Cavan  gaol,  through  the  fcverity  of 
Hugh  Reilly,  a  popifh  tithe-taker 
under  Witnel  Sneyd,  vicar-general 
of  K.il»iore  and  Adagh,  and  con- 
tinued Prifoners  above  a  year. 


JoHiua  ThompfoB  of  Carlow  Monthly 
meeting,  on  account  of  tithes,  who 
coniinued  a  prifoner  for  feme  time. 


*  In  the  year  i  739,  a  certain  grievous  fuffering  hefel  fome  friendj^  tm  a 
particular  occafion,  "which  was  owing  to  the  imprudence  of  fomf  on  the  one 
hand,  and  the  inveterate  rage  of  a  party  on  the  other,  newly  awakened ; 
<;f  which  it  may  not  be  jmpro]ier  to  fubjoin  some  account,  viz. — On  the 
5th  of  the  Ninth  month,  being  the  day  u'ually  celebrated  by  the  Protcftarrs 
in  commcniorati.on  of  their  deliverance  from  tlie  r-un-powder  Plot,  certain 
Protefiar.t  jour\ie)'men  and  fervants  belonging  to  fome  friends  living  at 
Timal-oe  in  the  county  of  Kildare  (where  is  a  fettlemcnt  of  friends  amidil 
jrreat  number?  of  Papifts)  did  lilcewife  make  a  fire  iht.re  on  an  eminei'ce  on 
that  day,  v/hich  heing  fuppofed  to  have  been  done  by  friend«,  though  un^ 
juftly  (e2;cept  fome  giddy  youn^  perl'-jw  v.ho  were  noffo  clear  t4  encou- 


People  CALLED  Quakers. 


3^7 


taging  the  thing  a«  they  ought  to  have  been)  fuch  methods  of  rejoicing; 
h*v'ing  ever  been  inconfiftent  With  the  declared  principles  and  pradices  of 
this  people  oil  all  fuch  Occafions,  the  popifti  rabble  took  oif.nce,  aggravated 
the  affair  by  mifrcprelehtations  and  lies,  and  carried  their  refenta^.ent  to 
fuch  a  degree  of  infolence  and  barbarity,  that  they  firft  burnt  friends 
mcetlng-houfe  there,  and  afterwards  feveral  of  their  outhoul'es,  from  -which 
proceedings,  together  with  other  infults  and  menaces,  there  was  great  reafoii 
to  apprehend  that  their  fury,  unlefs  fpeediiy  repreii'ed,  would  have  been 
extended  to  many  other  friends  in  diftant  places.  Hereupon  friends  of 
l>ahliri  made  application  to  the  government  for  protection,  and  pcrfonally 
to  the  Duke  of  Devonfhire,  then  lord-lieutenant,  whole  great  tendernefs  to- 
wards friend's  on  this  occaiion,  deferves  to  be  gratefully  commemorated, 
in  Lnding  down  inftantly  upon  their  application,  parties  of  loldiers  to 
Timahoe,  for  the  proteifion  of  friends  there,  in  ifTumg  a  proclamation 
for  apprehending  the  offenders,  and  ordering  a  comm;ffion  of  Oyer  and- 
Terminer,  to  bring  them  to  juflice  ;  which,  although  it  did  not  fucceed, 
through  a  defect  in,  and  grofs  prevarication  among  the  evidences,  was  fuch 
an  inlbance  of  the  countenance  and  regard  of  the  government  as  was  of 
great  fervice ;  and  the  damages  were  afterwards  recovered  upon  the  popilh. 
inhabitants,  according  to  ad  of  parliament. 

^  To  the  year  174^  add  i8i.  ii.  f>d.  being  the  damage  fuflained  by 
feveral  friends  of  Limerick,  Watcrford,  and  Clonmel,  by  a  rude  mob  ot 
foldiers  and  others,  breaking  fiheir  windows,  &c.  becaufe,  for  confci-ence- 
fake,  they  could  not  pin  with  the  mul  itude  in  illuminating  their  windows^ 
atid  making  bonfires,  on  the  news  of  a  late  fuppofcd  victory  at  fea. 

I  To  the  year  1746  add  27I.  4s.  4d.  being  the  lofs  fuffered  by  friends  of 
the  City  of  Cork  this  year,  by  a  rude  affcmbly  of  foldiers  aad  other  rabble 
breaking  their  windows,  bceaufe  they  could  not  illuminate  tliem  on  fi  night: 
of  rejoicing  for  the  victory  obtained  by  the  king^?  forces  over  the 
rebels  in  Scotkind,  and  this  not  through  the  leafl  difloyalty  or  difaffediorz 
to  the  government,  they  being  fenfible  of  the  gi»e.u  favour  oi"  Providence 
ja  delivering  them,  in  common  with  other  Proceftanc  diffenter?,  from  the 
late  imminent  danger,  biu  purely  for  confcience-fake,  as  believing  fuch  a 
way  of  rejoicing  not  to  be  confiltent  with  the  gravity  and  reverence  be- 
coming a  Chrihian  on  fuch  occafions,  p.or  with  that  precept  in  holy  Scripture, 
Pfalm  ii  1 1.  "  Serve  the  Lord  with  fear,  and  rejoice  with  trembling,." 

On  this  occafion  "Primate  Hoadley,  Robert  Lord  Newport,  end  Henry 
Boyle,  Kfqr*.  Lords  Juftices,  were  applied  to  by  friends  of  DubUn  in  behaif 
t)f  their  friends  of  Cork,  who  wrote  forthwith  to  the  mayor  of  Cork,  Walter 
Lavit,  in  order  to  difcourage  .fuch  praciices  for  the  future. 

f  To  the  year  1747  add  icl.  9s.  ii^d.  being  the  damage  again  fuflained 
by  friends  of  Cork  this  year,  on  a  like  occafion  as  that  meutioned  laft  year. 

A  few  Remarks,  arifing  partly  from  ilie  foregoing 
account,  and  partly  from  a  perrfal  and  impartial  con- 
fideratlon  of  the  records  of  the  (tate  of  the  fociety, 
from  the  year  1727  to  the  year  1748  inckiuve,  are 
obvious,  viz. 

I.  That  during  the  reign  of  our  prefent  graciou3 
fovereign  George  II.  whillt  the  great  blefling  of  liberty 
of  confcience,  and  of  preaching  the  gofpcl  freely,  is 
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enjoyed,  the  leftimony  of  truth  gains  efteem  in  divers 
places,  and  the  wrong  apprehenfions  of  many  con- 
cerning friends,  are  removed. 

2.  The  chief  fufFerings  of  friends  are  for  tithes, 
priefls  maintenance,  and  other  eccleflaftical  demands, 
and  during  thefe  tv^enty-one  years,  there  have  been 
but  fix  prifoners  on  this  account. 

3.  That  fometimes  the  priefts  take  their  tithes  both 
in  a  cruel  and  in  an  illegal  manner,  which  brings  hard- 
Ihips  on  the  poor,  (which  moft  frequently  happened 
in  the  province  of  Ulfter)  and  the  rather  becaufe 
divers  priefls  fet  their  tithes  to  wicked  and  vexatious 
perfons. 

4.  It  is  not  lefs  worthy  of  obfervation,  that  in  this 
calm  fummer-feafon,  when  the  fevere  penalties  of 
lines  and  imprifonments  formerly  infli6i:ed  on  friends, 
for  not  daring  to  forfake  the  afTembling  themfelves 
together  for  the  worfhip  of  Almighty  God,  are  entirely 
withdrawn,  negligence  and  lukewarmnefs,  with  refpedt 
to  that  effential  duty,  hath  crept  in  and  prevailed 
among  the  defcendants  of  this  once  perfecuted  people  j 
it  being  a  common  complaint  during  the  above-men- 
tioned period,  that  a  conformity  to  the  vain  and  corrupt 
fafhions  of  the  world  prevails  among  the  youth,- 
and  a  coolnefs  of  zeal  in  attending  the  meetings  of 
worfliip  and  difciplinc  among  thofe  of  riper  years* 

5.  Though  a  fahhful  few  be  prefervcd  alive  to 
mourn  over  the  declining  multitude,  yet,  as  the  negli^ 
gence  before-mentioned  is  undoubtedly  an  inlcl  id 
many  evils,  thefe  fometimes  break  forth  openly,  to 
the  great  obftrudlion  of  the  progrefs  of  truth,  and 
ftumbling-blocks  are  thrown  in  the  way  of  the  fmcere 
inquirer :  neverthelefs,  whilfl  a  wholefome  difci*pline 
is  continued  to  be  exercifed  on  offenders,  the  fociety 
is  no  longer  juflly  chargeable  with  the  fcandal  hereb/ 
given. 

FINIS. 


London:  Priated  by  W.  PhiUips,  George  Yard,  Lombard  Street. 
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